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THE ACADEMY OF VOCAL ARTS 
1920 SPRUC E STREET • PENNYPACKER 1685 • PHILADE LPH IA-3 

Pebruury 7 , 1945 

Honorabl e Franhlin D. Roosevel t 
President of the United States and Co~~ander- in-chief of the Armed Forces 
The ;•Jhi te House 
·:tash in,•ton , D. c .. 

Dear Mr. President : 

Because you are Sally Moore 1 s President and mine as ''el l , 
I take the l i berty of introlucin& mysel f as the f ounder and presi­
rient of the school which g ave Sally r:.o re her training , It is 
a school for the de velopmen t of the most talented of American 
sin ger s - without tuition fees . l'le are pr oud of Sally Moore -
the Americ an ' Schuman- J-!e ink' we call her - an d pr oud , too , of 
your valuable commendation . 

\ 

r.:ay T as!< you , !.lr. Pres i dent, the fo llowing ques t i ons? \'/hat 
are wa to do with t he male counter parts of Sally Moore ? What i s 
the relative worth of a youn1• Americ an ' s contribution t o the 
nation at wa r - as at'tis t or sol d i er? I am not speakine of the 
rank and 1 He of sin,;ers and a ctors - worthy though they may be , 
I have in mind a bo:r , a collca p;ue of Sally !.loore , w:1o \·:as destined 
to be the greates t sln ·er - actor , no t only of America , but of the 
:vorl d ; who was d es tinea t o proclaim Ameri ca 's cor1lng -o1'- a p;e in a 
worl•l of Ar t where Eur ope had been pre eminent ; who would now have 
been the proudes t Ambassador oi' Amet' ican cultur e and goodwill 
throughout t h is hemispher e a n•l 11herever the s hor t wa ve might 
ha ve c a rried h is ·J ivine v <J lce , had he not seen f it to enl i st in 
the Air Corps '':here he has served t wo years and is now slated 
for the Paci!'ic area , 

To l o·\rn i f his l ife ' s d r oOlll and our hi~h hope s had been 
jus t ified , this boy asked !'or auditions at the !.le t r opol i tan , tlle 
lJew Opera , and the II , " . C . Contracts from a l l t hree were li t erall y 
thrust into h is hands . On the next day he enlisted in the Armed 
Forces of the United Sta t es , wh i ch c arries sufficient commen-
t~ry upon the charnc ~~r anu value of this Amer ican ci tizen, 

But. , f.lr . Prefliden t , I feel I wou ld be fail ins in my duty 
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bo th e.s an American citizen and as a patron of Mus ic if I did 
not ask : Should t h is God- given talent not b e put t o s ome more 
useful end , such as t he service of Ar t on the Home Front , where 
mus ic may be both entertainment and a spiritual force - and , 
through radio , r each t he far - f lung fighting fronts and Home 
Fr onts of al l other nat lon s a s well? Could he not be given a 
deferment , a partial deferment , detailed t o the Red Cross , the 
U. S . a ., or the Morale Divis ion - or literally be induct eP,-~to 
a Crus ade for American cul ture ? For years the Metropolitan[ 
h as· searched high arui low for an American to fill the roles of 
'ilotan , Hans Sachs , Boris , e tc . a nd final ly f ound such a 11white 
hope 11 i n the person of Lt . Jnmes A. Peas e, 0 - 821070 , Pilot 
Room , L. A.A. F ., Laredo , Texas - only to lose him immediately . 

I ndeed , it woul d be a s t roke of i r onic justice if this 
boy Vfere so indue ted . I mag ine an American who sings German opera 
better than any Gyrman l An Arflerican boy who l ooks mor e like 
Sier;fried than any/ ' Nordic 1 ! An Amer ican boy. who impersonn tes 
outwardl y and personif i es- i nwar dly Wagner 1 s Ideal German, Hans 
Sachs , more completely than any Ger man! An American boy -
wi thout a drop of Germah blood in his veins - proving the Univer~ 
salitr of t he po etic Ideal of Hero- Poet- Singer wh ich a Germany 
'of a or mer day crea t ed ! Or , as Mrs . Lytle Hull , sponsor of 
the New Opera , put it: 11 James Pease shoul d be kept in cotton 
for America - he shoul d not even b EVallowed in an airplane''. 
And his runer ican- born teacher - of German extraction, said : 
11 That boy s hould have been saved above all others - f o r there is 
not another l i ke him . It is nothing le s s than a cultural crime 
for tha t boy t o be piloting a ·bomber when he carries i n his own 
person enough t a lent to explode forever the Kazi t h eory of 
' superiority ' - and on their own ground , to o - t heir damnably 
gr eat German music l 11 

Trus tin (-; someth i ng may be done in this matter, 

_JZ:J{!e~ 
Helen C. VI arden 
(Mr s . Clarence A. Warden) 

HCVI : MB 
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