
\ ' 

.. 
I 



I 

- 7829 Euclid Avo ., 
Cleveland 3 , Ohi o . 

( 

April 9 , 1945 . 

My Dear Mr s . Roosevel t : 

The onl y excuse which I ca n offer f or presuming to addr ess you i s t hat I 
bel ieve that you can help me enrt thAt if you can , I think you wi ll . 

1 have r ecently compl eted the ma nuscri p t of a li ttle book which I oall 
"The Story of Me . " I suppose i t is a cross between en au t obi ograph,y and 
e travel book . My other book , published in 1929 by Gratton Press was an 
out end out t r a ve l book end told t ho stor·: of e year wh i ch I spent in 
Europe ~s chaperone to a sinRing ~1rl . I have since been t wi ce i n Eur ope 
trevellin~ a l one , that is , secur ing l ocal ( u ides i n t he places which I 
visited . Natural l y any story of my life f ee t uree prominently this e xpe­
rience . But mlxed t hough the classification of the book may be it has 
one supreme purpose namely , to help the boya who r eturn bli nded from t hi s 
war . 

Beca use l have been blind ever since my earliest memory end because I had 
a most unusual mother who would never let me think of my handica p a s an 
obstacle to n sinRle thing which I felt that I was meant to do, I beli eve 
that my book can awaken in these boys a faith in t hemse lves and a courage 
to attempt whi c h the word of no person sa ve one who had known the handi ­
cap of blindness coul d possi b.).e do . Also I have tr i ed to ~~:ive to them 
many pr actical s uvrestions as \o ways of meeting and conquering t his handi ­
cap whi ch could be learned only by exper ience . 

I sent this manuscr i pt ·t o Simon and Schus te r . I e nclose a copy of . t~e ir 
reply . Because t imeliness is the one ~reat asset which t his book has. 
Because it must make a sharp and vivid i mpact upon the mind of t he newl y 
blinded soldi er , it must be published now. Si mon and Schuster had it six 
weeks . By the time other publishers have kept i t as long as that or longer , 
it wi l l ha ve lost i ts ~reet moment . I r eali r.e t hat t he paper short&Re is 
e~einst it as is the fact that it woul d perhaps have no very wide sale . 

1 woul d mBke a ny financial arrenRement with a publi sher whlcb would secure 
h im f r om loss . I em utterl y sincere Mrs . Roosevelt , when 1 say that my 
intense inter est in the book i s wholly f or wha t I be l ieve it will do f or 
the boys . But it must come to them et just the right time end for mony 
of them the "right t ime" is now. By the time they sit around for a1Jt 
months brood ing over t heir loss and growing daily more discouraged it will 
be too l a te . 

If you ere i n the ~east inter ested in t his me t te r I have en extra manus­
cr1pt of the book which I would send to you . My first book, "Seein8N. 
Eur ope throuRh SiRhtless Eyes," I once sent to you , but I f ul ly r eal-ize 
that probably you ne ver f ound time to read it . Even as I wr i te I r eal ize 
how many thousands o f demanrts must be t hrust upon you . If you throw t hi s 
letter i n the waste basket And foro:et i t I shal l not in t he l east blame you . 
Nothing could ever l essen the love and a dmiration which I f eel f or you and 
my adored President . 

Please f o rRive me if I have pr es umed t oo r ar in writi ng t his l e t ter . 

Yours from the hear t , 

Al meda c. Adams. 



SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC. 
PUBLli:IHERS 

Rockefeller Center - 1 2~0 Sixth Avenue - New York - 20 

llarch 2~ , 1945. 

Dear Mis s Adams: 

We have all read your book , and we like it. I am 
sorry t o a ay, however , t bet the final decision 
Is negotive. Paper restri c tions have so curtailed 
our list that we are forced to dec ide against m&"Y 
books which ordi narily we'd be delighted to publish. 
This, after a number of readl~a and a good deal 
of discussion , was the case wi th your story . 

However , i t seems to me tha t you c an find a pub­
lisher wi thou t too much trouble. Your story is 
we l l t old , nnd enlists the r~ader&a interest trom 
the s t art . Perha ps, s ince all book publishers 
are as much limited as we are by the papar ration­
ing, you should try the magazines f i rst . Would 
you like me t o send your manuscript to Hug)l MacNair 
Kahler ot the Ladles' Home Journal, llnd reco111mend 
it to hie attention? I'll be glad to do so if 
you say ao , and meanti me shall hold the script here. 

Thank you tor sending the story to us , and tor your 
patience wh ile we have been considering it. 

ml/ab 

Mise Almeda Adams 
7829 Euclid Ave nue 
Cleveland ~ . Ohi o 

Sincerely , 

llaria Leiper 
(signed in her absence) 

(c-o- P-Y J 
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