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by Sidney Hlatt
Washington, Spetember 13. HNumerous stories have been written pur-
porting to show a lack of cohesion in the family of the late President

RoosevBdt, However, one story can be told, now that the war is over,
that 1u]uin precedent in American histery.

John A. Roosevelt, the youngest son of the Franklin D. Rogesevelt
was a consclentlous objector. But he reversed his stand in a dramatic
sequence which had the Presidential househeld considerably upest, “"ﬂ'-‘rﬁulﬂi

The President's son, regarded as an earnest young man by those whe i
have known hi  in Washington, held his beliefs rather strengly. There
was 1little in the world that meant much more te him, Yet he capitulated
for the sake of his father, whe rlltrlt.hlt- the example of his son might
Jeopardize the draft throughout the nation,

John did not give in easily, Upon learning that her son was
thinking of requesting classification as a conseientious objecter,
which would have sent him either te a Civilian Fublic Service camp or
prison, Mrs, Rocsevelt was cognizant of the inevitable wide publiecity
which would accompany his movements. She went and had a heart-to-heart
talk with her son. They talked long and seriously, well into the early
morning houws,

This was no pbeasant task for Mrs. Roosevelt., She herself had
for soms years had pacifist leanings, She had retalned througheut the
war some pacifist friends, including young liberals who have been assigned
to Civilian Public Service camps. But with her own son the reasoning she
made was entirely apart from his right to his views er the intrinsie right
to consoisntious ebjection. Her plea was: "If you were the son of any-
one alse but the President, I'd say met a word te you. But you have a
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would have,” On that basis John finally assented to drep his plans for the
consolentious objestor classification,

Thus the first sonseientious -objector Fresident's sen in the natlon's
history went into the armed services, The other day he was awarded a
Bronse Star by Vice Admiral Mare A, Mitscher, Cemsander of the First Area
Task Porce, The Star As awarded for "herelc or meriterious service
uareh 15, 1941, and commiseioned an ensign, He became a lisutenant, J.g2.
m:mu,lﬁl.udc-luimdlm,thnﬂh?m,
on Mareh 1, 1943, As a supply officer on the carrier Wasp, he has been
in the thick of bembing at Okinawa, Leyte, and the general Philippines.
He also has & letter of Commandation from Admirsl William F, Halsey,
Commander of the Third Flest,

Had he follewed throeugh with this conseientiocus-sbjecter application,
the Roosevelt son, as an Episcopalian, might have encountared scms
Selsctive Service difficulty, although some Episcopalians have been certi-
fied to C.:.5, camps, John's thinking, partially at least is a product of
the Harvard University intellectual questioning which has turned up a
nusber of conscientious objectors. John, who is now 29, was in the class
of 1938, He married Anne Lindsay Clark, of the prominent Besten Clark
family, and at one time was in the news as a basement clerk at the Filene
Department Stors in Boston which finally promoted to clerk on the fifth
floor.

The incident is related by Paul Comly French, Executive Sesretary of
the National Service Beard for Ryliglous Objectors, who became swwre of
it in the course of efforts to acguire Mra, Recsevelt's suppert for
problems fasing his Board,
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814 Blatt, who writes under the name of Vincent Swain, 1s one
who wrote story about Jehnny.

Ne kept call thro the supervisor of the ta 00.
u:ﬂ I:Eulhﬁut'{nt lt“ﬁl despearately urgent. l'xm !
acceptead the call.

He says he for the story from Paul Frank, of the Religious CO
erganization, who in turn got it from Paul Frank, who is

new with Civil Libeartiss in Waskhingten, and Paul Frank 1is
alleged to have gotten it frem Olarence Pilokett, who 1is
supposed to have sald that you told him Jehnny was the one
sen you wars hav trouble with, that Jeknny was a Pacifist
and alse that he 4 not enlist - but asked for a ceommissien
when e knew drafting was inevitable.

I pald I could net speak and refused te be queted, but that
I knew for his cenfidential infermatien that Joknny was net
# 00 - but that like all decent prople he was net in faver
of war - ke belonged te ne greups er erganizatiens.

Mr. Blatt, was hysterical, said he wrete the story because
ke 18 a CO - alse he is a New Dealer and a liberal and wanted
te write semething nice agalnet all the attacks. Ha mays

;ml Frank ia a friend «f Lindbergh, ete. and against
res. Roomevalt.

His last appesl wae te mes to tell yeu that I had misunderstood

the nnr;.u glven me sver the phene and that I misinfermed
{n“nlr at weuld give yeu an sut and you ceuld seften yeur

He knew that Dave Niles had sesn yeu, and he talked te Dave
Niles. he "thought" you were ;ﬂ.n;‘h call him tenight.

I sligeeeted lett the stery drep. M. alee said that Jehnny
had asked Ter ply cerp duty because he weuld net have te
eheot, and all the peeple whe knaw Jehnny in Besten, knew he
'“1;' pac fist and that it was yeur urging that made him

re in.

The young man has te nmlu, I think - sne te square himself
ar

with the syndioate T ah ke writes, and twe - te glve the
COs a 1ittle respectabllity threugh clsiming Jeknny.

£



= f h-il-w Craxpncs E. Piceerr

American Friends Service Committée

Twenty South Twelfth Street C :
Philadelphia 7, *- Pennsylvania

Qatober 1, 15945

\’y'u;;r))\
Ure, Franklin D, Hoosevelt

Apartment 15-A
29 Washington Sousrce, West
Jew lork 11, Eew lork

Deapr Mre., doosevelt!

Sidney Blett celed me ebout eleven-thirty one
night to nlk whether I knew pbout your son John'e being e comsoirntious
aobjector rod your persusding him to glve it up. I told him thet I
hrd pever heerd the story snd knew nothing about the sattitude of any
of jour sone concerning the werj thet I hed met ell of them but hed
never discuseed the cuestion of war with them, nor had heard jyou
fdlgcuss thelr attitudes. I told hia thet he must under oo ecir-
cumstencers use my neme in eny way 1o comnectlon with any story
greause I had no informetion. Bidne; Blett 18 & conscientious
obiretor whom I know elightly. He has been released sg n IV-7.

I em terribly sorry that he has emberrassed
you in thie way., So fer am I pm concerned, 1t does not matter;
bat it'e too bed for him becpase he hed no puthority whatever to
uer my name. [ very mach epprecirte your letting me lkenow pboat
thie.

. Hr, Edeleteln has Just been in to tell me
of the interview which he and Mr, Harton hed with you. He con-
slderesd it wvery helpful. I believe they are on the way to e etep
wiich mey bring permanent elgnificence nut of the efforts which
the & Op heve put into the mentel hoepitels., I wonder whether some
of theser times it would not be & pood ldeea for jou to visit one of
the institationsi It would not do eny good unless the head of the
inetitutlion wee willing that you should esee the pcute end treglc
probleme, out Lif you would like to visit one with thet understend-
ing, we would be delighted to errange 1it.

Very sincerely yours,

Executive Secretary
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Dear Mrs. Rooseavelt: | A ;"'rl u PR

Themk yeu for your telegram of the other day. The h-lhﬂ seemy
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Ost. 1, 1943

to have had an unfortunats svelutionm, eomtrary to what I had hoped. Ome [ §

of the most-unfortunate sspeots is that it has exposed me to %he charge that ,

I was gunning for he reputatien of the Roosevelts. Bines this is & practhe |

sngaged in by soms of the most undesirable jeurmaliste I knmow of and sinow
my beeic dedication %o the ideals of the New Dexl, evem though I was
persenslly s consblamiieus objector, has mever faltered, 1t 211 leaves

me rather upsst, Mr. French first teld me the story as I reported i%, n.rtt
four yesars Bgo. I d41d mot use 1% them becsuse I was net certain the A!.'I-
would not be censtrued to the diseredit of your late husband, and partly
beeause I was not sure that Mr. Premch, who wes net ai that time very
laudatory of the President and whe had besn assgointing with sush men am
Lindbergh, 414 not wish the result I antiesipated, He teld the story Lo
quite = few persons, including George Resves, who later tacame Washingten
representativ of the American Olvil Libertiss Uniomn on consclentipus-
sbjsoter matters. Just resently, with all the rephrehensible stor les about
your family coming Wk, and with the war st an end, and above all, with Jobn
a here in reseipt of the Bromse Star, I theught the time was ideal to spring
the stery. The entire ineident has had up until now an effect sempletely the
raverse of what I had expested. Among other things The luhi.-xtun:i:;':m
Mr. Prench and Prederiek J. Libby, who has been opposed to me ever sines I

wrote & story about him, earry mors weight, ue do most Righi-Ting Quakers,

then such persens as Olerenes Plskett and I.h has deelded upon = vwirtusl

blankst boyeott of my mtories. Sines The Btar is ons of the primeipal



1210 Nakional Prags Bldg.
Washinglon 4, D, C.

Mabrapalitan 4112

2-Mrs. Roosavaelt

subseribers to North American Newspaper Allismes, I am & 1ittle sghast.
Under these oirsumstamess I kmew you will believe me when I siy no ond
hes been left mors disheartensd by this ineident than I have.

Sinoeraly yours,

Solrty TBLaAT

Sidney Blatt (Vimeent Swain)
Mrs. Elsanor Roosevelt

29 Weshingten Sgquare West
Hew York, . 4



Ooctober 28, 1945

Ky dear Mr. Blatt:

1 have Just seem & letter from dr, Jolm
Franklin Carter to Mr. Talter Winchell im which
dr, Carter states that: "54d tells me that if you
were to talk with Miss Thompson off the reeccrd,
you would find there was more to the story than
you at first reported.”

This, of course, is am outrageous o~
truth, and you will remember that several times
during our telerhome comversation, and the time
you came to the spartoent and talked to me in
the lobby of the bullding, I reminded you that
you wers deliberataly twisting my words into a
meaning which you hoped to find in them. 1
stated to you definitely and positvely that
Jobn Hoosevelt mever was a consalentions
cbjector - that naturally he did mot want war,
that no sane person ever wants war.

further, during our telephone conver-
sation, you stated that ir., Claremoe Fidmtt i
was one of your scurces of information, and when |
1 checked with dr. fickett he denied giving you j
or anyone else any information om which tc base
your glaim that “ohn Roosevelt was & consciemtious {
objector. You asked me tc bave Mrs. Hoosevel t i
write you a letter absolving you from any lntemtiom
to do ham. Thie was done.

1 have written to Mr, Carter that this

whole story is completely untrue. I hope you
w11l substantiate my demial.

Yery truly :-?”;

/ (
WL



October ¢, 195

1 have juet seem a letter from dr, Jom
Franklin Carter to Er. Talter Tinchell in which
idr, Carter states that: "Sid tells mo that if you
werr te talk with Miss Thompeon off the reccrd,
yca reuld find there was more %o the steory than
you at first reported.”

This, of course, is an outrageous mn-
truth, and you will resecber that seversl times
during our tele home comversation, ard the time
jcu came to the apartment snd talked to me in
the lobby of the building, 1 reminded you that
you were coliberately twisting my words into a
meanin: whioh you hoped to find In them. 1
stated to you definitely and positvely that
Jchn Tiogosevelt mever was a consciontious
cbjoctcr - that maturally he did mot want war,
that m0 sabe person ever wants war,

further, during cur toelephome comver-
sation, you stated that idr, Clarence “ickett
was coe of your scurces cf information, and when
1 checkad with 4r, Fickett he denied giving ycu
umnuns:hfn—ﬂum-hln tc bamse
your elalm that “ohm Roosevelt war & consclentious
objectors You arked me tc hawe idrs. Moceewvelt
write you a letter absolving you from any ictentiom
to dc ham, Thir wvas dome.

1 have written to Mr, Carter that this

whole stcry is completely untrus. I hope you
=111l substantiate =y demial.

Very truly jyours,

el
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Ogtobver 29, 1945

My dear Mr. Cartem

Nr. Tinchell sent me your letter of
Ogtober 18th, and 1 can mot understand how Mr.
Blatt could have heard me say anything on or off
" the record which give him any infornation om ~hich
to Justify his statement. I had to call his :
lhtlu on several things which he deliberately
misinterpreted. '
1 state here and no that “oan Rooeevelt
pever was a oomsoiéndious objector, and that I mever
to any one made any statement which could even
. pemotely give that impression. 1 amwriting to
both Mr. ¥inchell and to dr, Blatt, ap I will not
tolerate beirg used to bolster a complete untruth.

Yery sincerely yours,
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Dear Miss Thompson:

Your letter of October 29 was a shock, since
I am as much an innocent bystander in this affair
A8 Fou Are.

Blatt was told the alleged story about John
Roosevelt by an individual who later retracted his
statements after the story had been published and
denied. Blatt wrote the story for N.A.N.A. and
sold 1t to them direct without reference to me, [
aince I employ him to pather material for my column \

JOHN FRAMKLIN CARTER
[day Franblin]
1210 HATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON 4, D, C,

Matropoliten 4111
Matrepolitan 4111

’ﬁ’ October 31, 1945
A a
{ A

but with permission to supplement his income by
making his own newspaper connections,

The repudiation of the story did Blatt immense
harm and he is very upset and particularly over the
Winchell statement. Blatt asked me to wrlte Winchell
suggesting that he get in touch with you, and I was
under the impression at the time that his purpose in
so doing was not to substantiate the mllegations
about John Roosevelt, which are admittedly false,
but because he belleved that you might know the
clrcumstances under which false statements had been
made to Blatt.

Certainly, I would deeply regret 1t if you or
the Hoosevelt family belleved that I was tryl to
lend credence to this report. acted as I di
aimply because I understood that 1t would help Blatt
elear himself of the charge of fabricating a false

newa-reaport.

Mlza Malvina C, Thompson
342 Madlson Avenue

Yours sincerely,

Crandilin Carly
L/}.cm ardilln ol

Hew York 17, N.Y.



Sidney Blatt 1210 National Prass Bldg.
Wn’hinglm 4 D C

Matropalitan 4112

Nove 1, 1945

Dear Miss Thompsons

In our two conversations you sald some thinga-which, of course,
were subject to interpretetion, I think 1t rather unfalr to say as
you have, howeverp that they were "deliberately misinterpreted.”
1 thinqhnu surely would regard it unfair if I said you had deliberately
sald I deliberately misinterpreted your answers, and shall not say 1£,
and do not think 1t. Once there 13 e little more perspective on thils
incident I think you will not feel so harshly toward me. With best

wishes to Mra. Roosevelt in her great work and to you,

Sincersely yours,

5""*‘“}’ (3Kl
Malvina C. Thompaon

¢/o Mrs., F.D. Roosevelt Sidney Blatt
3 Madison Ave.
New York 17, N.Y.
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