


87 WALL STREET ,’,
NEW YORK 1
[ Januery 2Erd, 1945.
I-Jl
rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House, ;ﬁ;
al

¥ashington, D.C.
Neer Mrs. Roogevelt:

I know you must heve & very heavy meil to attend to - so
heevy, perhaps, that one letter more or less won't make much
difference.

I em interested in the work of the American Fleld Service
beceuvse I have & boy in it who was unsble to pass the physicel
tests for active service and was rated 4-F, but who, in this
gervice, driving his ambulence at end neer the front, feels
thet he is doing his full part in the war.

The fmerican Field Service hes its main office in New York
City, et €0 Beaver Street. It 1g slweys ready to hear from
or to interview personelly eny men disquelified for the regular
services, who feel they can he of vse in this voluntery organize-
tion,. The enclocsed folder tells about the service.

I wonder if you might like to sey & word ebout the Americen
Field Service in your daily column. I know how widely it is
resd and as the A.F.5. gets 1ts volunteere from ell over the
Onited States, it seems to me that & 1little message about it
might bring it to the sttention of some who could find in it a
eplendid outlet for their energies and for thelr desire to
serve which mey heve been thwerted by some reletively slight
physicel disability.

I heve not hed the pleasure of seeing you for & good meny
years; not since the Groton School 50th Anniversary celebra-
tion which you end the Fresident ettended. I hear quite fre-
quently from my brother Lathrop, who hes settled dowmn in
California, spperently for the durstion, I hope he will come °
East later, 1 t

May I esk you, if you heve the chance, to glve my sincerest_l
good wishes end effectionate regerds to the Preszident e he
takee up again his herd task, i

A
Im’ / K}ln
;: Very sincerely yours,
I

fi% &...J.(.J 5.



“esss In merving our Allies,
they serve America."”

Franklin D. Roomevelt

“esss I am most grateful for the
help and invalusble work render=
od by the A.F.5, They have march-
ad with ugs over many miles and
have never failed to render in-
valunble and efficlent mervice.”

General Montgomery



THE AMERICAN FIELD SERVICE

The American Field Service 1s
s small volunteer organization of
ambulance drivers, serving with the
armies of our Alliee. It functions
with the approval and support of
the War Department, the Department
of State, the Britlsh Tar Office,
the authorities of the Fighting
French, and of the generals in
the fiald, It was organized in
France in 1914, and in the laat
war served in the Balkans and in
France., Two of its drivers were
made members of the Legion d'Heon-
neur; five received the Medaille
Militaire; two hundred twenty-
aeven received the Croix de Guerre;
fourteen gave their lives before
america's entry into the war,

In this war, we have served in
France, Syria, and East Africa.
We have been with the Eighth Army
and with the Fighting French from
8ir Hacheim (where we had heawy
losaes) and Tobruk, through the
retreat to Alamein, on the Alamein
Line, and in every step of the
advance from Alamein to the sur-
render of the Germans in Africa.
Our ambulances and drivers were
in Tripoll the day it fell; in
Tunia, the morning after the fall
of that town. Our units are now
working with the Ghurkase (the
shock troops of the Indian Army)
in Burma, and with the Eighth and
Fifth Armies in Italy. Some were
used in the landing at Termoll;
others crossed the Garigliano on
rafte with the infantry; others

took part in the landing near
Rome. We are now organizing a
unit to serve with the Fighting
Frenchj thils, it ie hoped, will
see action in still another thea-
ter of war.

Our men volunteer for eighteen
monthe service from the time of
their departure, but very many re-
enlist. They are technically civ-
ilians, but are in uniform. They
are attached to the armies of our
aAllies in lieu of troops which the
Allied Armies would otherwise mave
to furnieh; they are under the mil-
itary discipline of the armies to
which they are attached. They must
pay for thelir equipment, passport
fess, inoculations, etc., which
is estimated at approximately
$150.00. They are paid only $20.00
a month, but arrangements are made
to transmit to them any funde which
they or their familiee may deposit
with our New York office. While
they are abroad, they are main-
tained by the armies to which they
are attached, and they receive
medical ecare from them in case of
sickness or injury.

Before our entry into the war and
in the early days of the war, we
took, and were encouraged to take,
young men in perfect physical con-
dition. They saw action much sooner
than they could have in any other
way, and their experliences have
been of great value to them and to
the American Armed Forces, which
most of them, with our encouragement,
have since joined. Now we accept

only men unable to satisfy

draft board requirements for first
line service, and we can truly
say that we furnish such men an
opportunity for service with the
troops that would not be open to
them in any other way.

Though we are less numerous
than we ware 1o the last war -
only some saven hundred men in
all - we are still growing. As
in the last war, we have had
our losses and our honors. We
have had seventeen deatha, of
which eleven have been in battle
and from wounds; we have had
twenty-nine others wounded, and
eleven were taken prisoners. Two
of our drivers have received
the Medaille Militaire; thirty-
two have received the Croix de
Querre; one has besn appointed
to the Most Excellent OUrder of
the British Empire and has re-
ceived the British Empire Medalj
one has been appointed Honmerary
Officer of the Order of the
dritish Empire; four others have
received the British Empire Medal,
and four have been mentioned in
British dispatches. The African
Star has been authorized by the
British for all members of the
American Field Service who have
served in the Desert Campaign.

There is one more aspect of
the situation., Cur men work in
intimate contuct with both off-
iecers and men of the British
Armies = with Englishmen, Scotch-
men, Irish, Welsh, Australians,



"eess The sarvices which they
South Africans, and New Zealanders.

They have worked with the French, provided were of great assistance
and are to be with them again. Under

the conditions of military 1ife, to the war effort and it is hoped
our men form close friendships

with these soldiers of our Allles; that they can be continued. Many
they grow to understand them

and to be understood by thea. examples of unselfish devotion
¥e do not believe they will be worse

Americans because of their exper- occured and resulted in comparat-

ience - quite the contrary - but
we do believe they will be in-
formal, lifelong ambassadors of
international good will and under-
standing.

They take an active, useful,
and merciful part in this war;
they will be better equipped
than most to bring a spirit of
understanding and sympathy to
the international problems that
will arise after the war., The
Aamerican Field Service offers
a real opportunity for 4-F men,
whose desire to render active
service to the cause of their
country in this crisis, would
otherwise be thwarted.
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ively heavy casualties as these
.,-J-. Wi ; 1 -
ople work under exposed condl-
tinns and have an outatanding re-
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commander-in-chief
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General Eisenhower
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