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0 7 W A&.L. a T·IIt&llT 

N h YOIItK 

J anuary 2~rd, 1945. 

l!rs . FrsnUin D. 
The White House , 
Washington , D.C. 

Roosevelt, 

r>e•r ~ro . Rooscvel t: 

I know you mus t heve a very heavy ~eil to attend to - so 
heavy , perhaps, that one l etter more or less won't make much 
difference . 

I am interested in the work of the Anericen Field s~rvice 
beceuse I hove s boy in i t who wee unable to 9••• the pbysicel 
tests for active service nnd was r ated 4- !', but • bo , i n t his 
service, driving his ambul snce at e nd near the front, feels 
that he is doing hie f\Jll part i n the war. 

The ~.merican Field Service has its zain office in Mew York 
Citr, ot 60 Beaver Str eet. I t is o.h:ays ready to hear from 
or to interview personally any men disqualified for the regule.r 
services , who feel they cen he of use i n this voluntery orgsni4$­
tion . The enclosed folder tells about t he service. 

l 
I wonder if you might like to say • word &bout t he ~.mericnn 

Field S•rvtce in your daily column. I know how widely it is 
r ehd end as tbe A.F.S. gets its vol untP.ers fro~ o~l over the 
United States , it seems to me t hat a little oessage about it 
might bring it to t he attention of some who could find i n it a 
splendid outlet f or their energies and for their desir e to 
serve which may hove been t hwerted by eome r elati vely slight 
physic..l disability. 

I have not hnd the pleaeur e of seeing you for a good m&ny 
years; not since the Groton School 50th J..nn.ivc-rsary celebra-

) 

tion which you and t he President attended. I hear quite fre­
quent ly fro"n my brother Lat.hrop, who hes settled do"" i n 
California, opparently for the duration . I hope he will come 
fa st loter. 

\ 
~ley f fiSk you, if you have the chance, to give r.lj' sincerest -..... 

good wishes and affectionete regards to the President as h~ 
takee up ega i n his hard taslt . • 

I M , ~ ~ I( 
1 

' Very sincerely yours , 
l'' II 

(J... c~ . JL~ j _ ,,_______ 

,. 



In aervtns ou r All lea, 

t htt aery• Aot r \ca .· 

Fra~k ltn D. Roosevelt 

I ~most ~rateful ! or t he 

h•l p and lr.Y~l~blt • ork r enJtr­

od by Lhe A . f . :; . :hty have urch• 

et • ith uo ov~r manJ ~ile• .nd 

have never ra tted to re Jtr ir.• 

val!A .. bh ar.d e!!'lchnt • tn\ce . '' 

J eneral !.!ont.go'Dery 
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THE .uiERICAN fiELD SERVICE 

The American Fi eld Service ie 
a omall volunteer organization ot 
ambulance drivers , serving with the 
armies or our Allies. It tunct iona 
with the appro~l and oupport or 
the ::lar Department, the Department 
o~ State, t he British 7.ar Off ice, 
the authoritieo of the Pighting 
French, and of the general s in 
t he f ield . I t was or gani<od in 
France i n 1914, and i n tho lnot 
war oa rv ed in the Balkans and in 
France . Two of ita dri vers were 
tMde members Of t he Legion d ' Hon­
neur; five rece1•ed the ~A.edaille 
Mili ta i re; two hunrl red twenty­
seven received the Croix de Cuerr e; 
rourtoen gave their live• before 
."\!lle riea 'e ent ry into the war. 

In t his war, we have s erved in 
France , Syria , and F:s et AfrictL. 
'.'le have been wit h the Eight h Army 
and wi th the Fighting French from 
8ir Hacheim (wh ere we hurt heavy 
losoee) and Tobruk , thr ough t he 
rP. treat to Alamein , on the Alamctn 
Line , and in every step of the 
ttdv.ance f r om Alame i n to t he aur­
rendo r of the G~rmana in Africa . 
Our a.mbulane ea and drivers we r"e 
i n Tripoli the day i t fel l ; i n 
'l'uni o, the morni ng a fte r the fall 
of that town. Ou r un lts a r e now 
••orkl ng with the Ohurk.-e (tho 
shoe" troops of the Indian Army ) 
In Burma, and wi th tho Eighth and 
Firth .\rmioe in Italy, Some wer e 
uood in t he landing at Termoli; 
othe r s c rooood the Garigliano on 
r&fto with the inf~ntry; ot hert 

took part in the landing near 
Rome. 7/e are now organhing a 
unit to serve with the righting 
French; thlo , it ie hoped , will 
oeo action in still another thea­
ter or war. 

Our men volunteer for e i ghteen 
months oorvice from the time of 
thei r departure, but very many re• 
enlist . They are technically civ­
ilians, but are in uniform, They 
are a ttached to tho armiee of our 
Allioo in l i eu of troopo which tho 
Allied Armhe would othorwioe ha u 
to turnhh; they are under the mil• 
itary diocipline or tho anoioo to 
wh i ch they are attached . They muot 
pay for their equipment , paoaport 
rees , inoculations, etc. , which 
io estimated a t approximately 
$150. 00. They are paid only $20.00 
a month, but arrang~ent e are made 
to tranemit to them any fundt which 
they or their tam111oe may dopooit 
with our New York office. \\'bile 
they are abroad, they are main• 
t~ined by tho armioo to which they 
oro att ~ chod, and they receive 
medical care f r om them i n caee ot 
sickness or injury. 

Boforo our entry into tho war and 
i n the early dayt or the war, we 
took, and were encouraged to take, 
young men in perfect physical con• 
d ition. They e•w action much tooner 
than they could have in any other 
way, and their experiences bavo 
been or groat value to them and to 
the American Araod Forcet, wh i ch 
most ot them, with our encouragement , 
have tince Joined. Now wo accept 

only men unable to oatioty 
draft board requirement• tor tirot 
line lerviee, and We can truly 
eay that we turnioh ouch men an 
opportunity tor oorvice with the 
troopo that would not be open to 
them in any other way, 

Though we are leeo numorou o 
than we were in t he laot war -
only some toven hundred men in 
a ll - we are etill growing. Aa 
in tho laet war, we have had 
our loeaee and our honors. We 
have had oovonteen deatht, or 
which eleven have boon in battle 
and fr om wounds; we have had 
t wenty- nine othera wounded, a nd 
eleven wore t aken prieonere . Two 
ot our driYera have received 
tho Wedaille Wilitaire; thirty­
two have received the Croix de 
Ouerre1 one hoe been appointed 
t o the Wott Excellent Order of 
the British Empire and hoa re­
ceived the British Empire Wedal; 
one hao been appointed Honorary 
Officer of the Order of the 
3r itiah Empire; rour othera have 
received the Britleh Empire Medal, 
and t our have been mentioned in 
Dritiah diopatchea. Th o African 
Star hat been authorized by tho 
British for all membera of tho 
American Field Service who have 
served in the Detert Campaign. 

There 1e one more aapect ot 
the aituation. Ou r men work in 
intimate contact with both orr­
leer• and men or tho Britiah 
Armies - with Engliohmoo, Scotch­
men, Iriah, l~eleh , Auatraliana, 



South Africans , and New Zealander •• 
They haYe worked witb the french, 
and are to be with them again. Under 
the conditione or military ure. 
our men form close friendships 
with these soldiers of our Allies; 
they grow to understand them 
and to be understood by them. 
We do not believe they will be worse 
Americans because of the ir exper­
ience - quite the contrary - but 
we do belie•e they will be 1n­
!ormal, lifelong ambassadors or 
international good will and under­
s tanding. 

They take an active, useful, 
and merciful part in this war; 
they will be better equipped 
than most to bring a spirit of 
understanding and sympathy to 
the international problems that 
will arise after the war. The 
~ertcan Field Service offers 
a real opportunity for 4-F men , 
whose desire to render active 
service to the cause or the i r 
country i n this cri s is , would 
otherwise be thwarted • 

•••• 
• . ..• I wtsh to conv;r!lt.lbt ~> 

1;pneral ~lr '1 . '1 • .• lt.Pn 
(CommannPr-in- chl~>f C••tr.l 

~ .. ~it ~ rr~nP·•n Thn•lr•' 

.. The eerv i cea whicb t hey . . . . 
prov id ed were of great ass i stance 

to the wa r ef for t and i t i s hoped 

t ha t t hey can be cont inued. ~any 

exampl es or unselfieK devoti on 

occur ed and r esul ted i n comparat-

ively heavy casuRl t i~e a s t hese 

pPOpl• work undor expoAen condi-

t ~on ~ ~nd huve an ou Let~ndin~ rp-

~ata~lon for eln~lP-mindPd pur-

General Eisenhower 
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