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Washi ngton, D. c. ~Jr ~· ~ ~ 

1 My dear Ura . Roosevelt: ~ 

A great many timea in my l ite I 1ve felt t he urge to aay aometh1ng or do 
someth i ng that I haven't done. Recently I've learned that to try ia better t nan omieaion. For 1netanoe , I've long wan ted t o do aome thing 
worth while, t o help othera, but I ' ve been too muoh oooupied with my own business. So when my only child wae captured by t he Germane (I am 
enclosing a ol1pp1ng explaini ng that ) I decided it waa time I did some­thing other than r epor ting a t my work ae ottioe manager ot thia amall 
war plant. So I went to work on oour•ea fitting me tor work in the Red cross Motor Corpe , and it ia the happieet t hing I have ever done. 

And YO'J know, 1t is an odd thing, Lire. Rooaevelt - the h igheat words ot 
~ersonal praise t or you that I have ever beard came from my eon. I eay 
the highes t" , because I know he meant t hem from his heart. A number ot 

years ago, when j obs were ext remely hard to f ind, he worked aa a bellman 
a t the Muehlebach Hot el he r e in Kanaae City, beoauae he ooul d make more money than any other work he oould get at the time. He had the pleaeure ot waiting on you during your visit here, and he said "Mother, abe ia the 
moe t graoioua l ady I have ever seen in the hotel• . He otten t old me ot 
f amous people, and acong others that "rated• with him were Mlea Ethel Barrymore (he had a long converoation with her about booka), Buddy Roger a 
and Mary Pickford, and Eleanor Powell. When conditions i mproved, he went into work more compatible with his education , -but I digreaa . 

I am enol oaing a little thing I wrote, a nd whioh Mr. Joeaph Simrall thought 
good e nough t o broadcast over hie "Moonbeama• program, WDAF. In my Red 
cross work I mee t so many lone ly-and-away-f rom-home boya, and some ot them 
I shall never forget. I won't forget tba young Chief Pe t t y Otfioer who b rought a lump to my throat when I pass ed him coffee and a aandwich. Be 
looked so muoh l i ke Jack, and had the aama friendly emile. He ahowed me e.ome gunnery award winge , beaut iful, silver and gol d , and I said "But you 
a r en• t wearing them?" He anawered, eof tly, and h is voice wu like a prayer " I 'm uv1ng them for my mo t her to pin on". No , I won't forge t. 

Yes t erday I r ead about t he moat tragic and g lori oua diaplay ot bravery I • ve ever heard, a.nd my heart ho.a been beavy with it a inc e. I lmow that 
you know the atory of the thouaand American and Britiah priaonera who a t ood all afternoon i n tor .. tion of P 0 W to eave their livea and the 
l i vee ot their oomradea from a tra ting ot P-4?'• • a t ood with t heir bare 
baoke gleaming in the eun until ao""' t ainted. Some were killed before the 
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pilots understood . But 1t work&d, and i t saved most of the l ivea . 
me , that t ook more courage than a~yta~ng - any other kind of acti on . 
stood, helpless, for hours, wi th the hope that their message to the 
pi l ot s woul d be understood , and preyed. 

To 
Tho y 

My son ' s wif e, Do~o thy , said "I thick every one ot those boya aho\.\ld have 
t he highes t medsl- they went ' over and beyond the c a l l o! duty' it anyone 
ever did". And I th i nk she 1a r ight, and eo probably do tholllanda of 
other Americana~ The purpose ot th1a l e t ter, Mrs . Rooaevelt, i s t o aak 
you to do whatever you can t o turthor th•t thought , Perbapo it 1a alroa dy 
bei ng done. I hope tha t it 11 . SuTely those b oys who del iberately 
exposed t hemsol ves to a tr~ ting deserve the highea t &lt'ard . I don't know 
from wha t pri aon camp they came, but they •ere loaded into box oars at 
Li mburg. Germany a nd atar tod East. But they were reeoued. and or course 
there 8l"O records. I tried to thi nk of t he proper way t o make an appea l , 
and I finally decided tha t you would be more unders tanding than anyone 
else, and of course you will know how t o proceed. 

I've never thought meda l s mattered much - we 'd so much rather have o~ 
sons back t han anything e lse - but a ehort time ago Dorothy wae presented 
a medal , for J ack - the air l!ledal, and we e_r e ver y proud of thst , o! oouree. 
We 'd still l'&ther have hi m back home than anything , and I don ' t t hink it 
•wil l be t oo long now. 

Tha nk you for reading t his - snd I do hope you can start t be movemen t to 
hava those boys decor ated f or thei r exceptional bravery . 

Very sincerely youre , 

~ ~. tB~- ... ~·(5-" 
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