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A di rect index or the aucceaa or our "Good Neigbbor Policy• 

.abroad is t he e x tent to which our good neighborliness ia prac­

t iced here at home. When measured by this yardstiek you can be -

gin to appreo1a t;.e why some reports from some eouroea haven't been 

aa encouraging aa they might have been. We oa.n demonstrate tbe 

fact that we b elieve in the "Good Neighbor Pol i cy" only by living 

more neighborly here at home. Rave we devoted muoh attention to 

thi s side of 1t1 I believe we have done very littl e compared with 

wha t we eou.ld bave done . 
h , 

The Bible tells uo that it 1a i mpossibl e to .. get the moa t out 
.,. t II .. ~ 

of the other tellmrs eye •hen there 1a a beAm 1n our own- . Then, 

"he who wou.ld have friends mus t firat be friendly" . The dispari·ty 

between what .!..! ea"V and whB t :!.! .2,2 1a daily growing more alarml l18 • 

.!ll.a!:lJi E!!! our na t ion baa the opportunity to lead the world as 

no nation ba a e ve r ba d bofore. Are ~e going to lo t that opportun­

ity creah on the ahoalo o! racial and religious bigotry and hatredaT 

Now ia tho time tor th e intelli gence in all groups - white and . 

colored alike - to be applied to la)'i ng tho real foundat i on for 

barmon1ou& living here in our own dear u. s. A. in order to aa~e 

b er (our countrrl the chaos to which she ie othe rw ise heading. 

To get the rank and file or the ,.s . .. more • oood Neighbor• 

conscious why not designate a week and call i t "Good Nelghbor Week"t 

During t bia week the emphasi s would be placed on doing things wbi?h 

ehow that we ar e "Good Neighbors" . SO.. epeeoh4&k1J18, ot oourae, 

would be necessary. All Cburchea could b~ a sked to build their 

1 programs ao th& t they would center around th1a theme - " Good 

lieigbbore• . Church eo could open their pew e to .!ll people !or that 
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week (a pol icy which should be foll owed every day and wwek it ou~ 

Bible i• tr~o) . Newopapera, the r-dio and newa reela could be ot 

inootiUBble value in "pointing up" tho pro~m by de•oting thei~ 

epaoe to tho idea, carrying picturoo ot a ll ~P• ohow1ng all ot 

us working and- l iving toget her barmoniouoly. Pi ctures ot Negro 

aoldiera could be protuaely ahown a a they make thei r oontr1butione 

t o our uru.tual war et!ort. In the ea.me way, home front pictures 

could show all groupe working together barmonloualy in produet1on. 

Scboolar-publ io and private inetut1ona ot learning-could eaail y 

find a multitude or novel waya in wh i ch to demonstrate "good 

neighborl iness". (I t bas elwaya appeared to me that the aehoole 

should be the seats of trai ning tor harmonious demo ora tic 1 1 v1ng. ) 

Tho only way tot each d emocracy ia throu8h livi ng doo:oorat1oally . 

When one raua tC> put 1ntC> practice tho thingo he owear• be bel1evea 

in he makes himsolr liable to be bold up ao a hypocrit . 

That week in indus try could be •phaohed by putting tor tb a n 

otrort tC> .hAve work ora beoC>mo better acquointed with each othe~. 

Eaeh worker lllight be asked to wear b1a n.ae prom.inently diaplayed 

so that other work era might addreaa h1m by 1 t . Work era would not 

only tt.k o their place in l ine as they arrive to b e s erved i n tb elr 

careter1aa: they would a l ao seat thsselvea i n the aame manner. 

Tho oateter1a could be tilled, atart1ng at one end or aeot1on, i n 

t hia mnner . I n tbio • y, a worker would i n all probabili ty t i l>d 

himaolt oeated next t o or between different people a t otoh M a l . 

Thio would attC>N an C>pp<>rtuni ty t o w1den hio aoquointanoe and prob­

abl y atart d enlC>ping new triel>dahipa. All type~ot eC>Cial ~pa 

aight invite rep~eoantativeo or other ~pa to vilit w1th th .. 
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during t hat week. Some to.mil1eo oould invite other individual• or 

groupo t o their baneo tor an evening. 

llr . Frederiok lJl-n, Jr., Pree1dent of Patbe Newo oould be 

asked to preaent a newareel ahowin,g people .. _ all or ua, wh ite and 

oolored a like -- living, work i.ng and fighting together 1n b io 

"Thia 1a America" aeriea . These picturea oould be abown to all 

our armed 1'oroee and throughout the length and 'breadth ot our land, 

.. peoi all:y in those e eotiono ot our oountr:r moot arrooted by eeg­

regat1on, Jim Crow and deecrtm1nat1on. Many or the people in those 

blighted eree.a ( and auch area a are not all below the vaeon and 

Dixon line) never get out to see what' a going on in aome other see­

tiona of our country . Aa a reault, they think their antiquated 

and ot&rot:yped roactione to racial and rel1g1oue matter• are 

generally approved. They have not the v1a1on to aee that th ey are 

banging a millotone around tho necke of all Ameri cana. 

The week could end b:y the c=un1 t:r aponeor1ng a "GoOd Neigh­

bors has Meeting"where the woek 1 s ao t1Y1t1ea could be eUlllll&rized. 

All people could be urged to make t bi e neighborlineea not only an 

alm for a week , but a conti nuous aim ot our e 'tery day eJde t&noe. 

These are but a few augge st1on e ae to the activities which 

might properly be oponeored during "Good Ne ighbor Week". The only 

t.;.:t;"i taotor concerning ouob aot1vlt1ea would be the S..ginationo, 

ingenuity, the oourage and reecoureet'ulneee S'J,. the part icular oom.­

munity invol ved. 

By th1 a means, the maaeee or people would begin to b ecome 

"GoOd llelgbbor" ooneo1ouo . It would tlwb boo0111e a .. ob Maier 
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problem to apraad our demoorac:y around to each and every eegmct 

or our population, therob:r orootlng real national unit)' .,d 

era• 1ng the eauee or the growing reetleasneae throughout our 

country and materiall7 ra1e1ng our moral etandarde l n the eyea 

ot the World. At preaent, many peoples. including acme ot our 

allies, our el ncerelty ae we approach the pr oblem ot the 

pe.ce. w i: tl 8 R l:tb. 

We are spending b1ll1one or 4ollara and tboueand~ or lives 

tor our ideals or democracy . Why not mak e aome me&gre P.Or1t1ce 

to l ay the toundat1on tor r e-.1 honeet-to-goodneae harmonious 

living! 

This 1e o\lr gr ea t est duty to posterity. Ar e we Americana 

big enough to accept the greatest challenge our country baa ever 

r ae od T NO'fr, !! ~ ,ll!!:! \ Tomorrow may be too late. 
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