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The American Way of Life
Whet is the American way of lifet It ian't necessarily large
estates and mansions. Riches and property do not make people happy.
They are frequently a burden. It isn't ramshackle shacks. PFhysieal
disconforts are never pleasant. Just then what s it? The happiness
of the netion depends upon the harmonious happiness of all its people.
Tt #oes not metter what perty is in nower and what effective means and
methods are used, the prime object and reason for being of any party is
the concordant propserity and pleasant living of all the people.
Regardless of what degree of security or possessions a man seeks, his
primary object is happiness: 1ife and liberty for the pursuls of
happiness. There is then possibly some effective publie education in
just what 1s happiness. Maybe a thorough liberal publies edusstion in
the satisfying pursult of happiness will help to balance the budget and
pay or liquidate the national debt sooner. Make everybody really happy!
Just then what is this happiness which man wants on this
God's green earth? Obviocusly he has to work for a living and to fit
himseslf into the work of the nation, tmt h-- doesn't want to work all
the tims. Eight hours per day and maybe six are sufficlent. Man fiads
happiness in his work whether it is shining shoes with a rhythmical
fl1ek or directing a corporation. That's part of his play, his designs
in life. But that isn't all. He wants time and opportunity for a
consciousness of the world about him, the fresh air, the green hills,
the grass, a look at the stars in the evenling. He wants time and
suffiocient energy left to mssgociate with his fellow beings in the
evening. He wants time and sufficlent security to develop those three
grand attributes of every individual: mind, body, and soul, te have
a family end children and carry on those ideals. The survival of the
nation and the avoidanos of war as well as any necessary partieipation
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dopends upon the vigorous health of the whols pecpler mental, spiritual
and physiocal.

The broad healthy life which makes a strong nation for
rightecusness and humanity is a fine ideal, a duty to God individually
snd as a nation. Experience asince the first world war has shown us
sonolusively that we must contribute not only by diplomasy but also by
forse of arms when necessary in international police duty to maintaln
peace and avold disastrous confliets for the world. Theodore Roosevelt
said, "Carry &« big stick and speak softly". That is the beat way teo
avold war. We can not afford to run the risk of an underground growth
of a military machine such as Germany was able te produce to wreek the
world. This nation must not be a nation of either all peace with little
ready protection or all war with the emtire resources of the natlon
involved and every mother's son in the country at the fronts.

Our serviee people had and have the big all-important quality
of the sense of humanity, the spiritual. They are Ameriocans who have
played football and basketball and other sports, and are each individu-
ally all-around Amerioans and human belngs, wanting to be as friendly
helps the best people om earth. They have that God-glven humanity
of 2ll our religions which realizes the still sad voloe of humanity,
that conditions are not always right and fair, that uil human beings,
in fact none, are entirely perfect, that the weak physically may be
strong mentally, that they are all humen beings regardless of rase,
ereed or color, thrt they Aeserve their rightes to 1ife; liberty and
the pursuit of happiness, that they are to be sympathiszed with and liked
for their good qualities. That was and is ocur servise pecple, the
selected beat of our nation, the finest most humane people that have
ever lived. The greatest tragedy is that many will not come back,
but fortunately for the happiness of the nation most will.
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What were the fallen and the survivors fightingt It wasn't
just & war. In faet 1t wasn't just a war ‘st all. It was WAR, the
diaboliesl monster which devours human beings. We are a humans nation
and we will fight the arisal, the birth, the very origin of war.

Coming back to cur American way of life, we fought for four
freedoms: freedom from want, freedom from fear, freedom of speech, and
fresdom of worship. But is this all we fought for or is this enocugh
fresdom? Nol Tt lsn't the complete American way of living a well-rounded
life: 1life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. If a man does use
his liberty to the extent of license to the unnecessary detriment of his
employee, competitor or the publie, consideration should ®e given an"to
just how in metuality the constitutionsl rights of the employee,
competitor or publis for their rights to 1life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness are protected. It is impossible to govern the mass of
businesses dirent from Weshington effeotively sinee individual conditlons
are not known, but it is possible to protect the oonstitutional rightas of
the employees. Maybe that line of protection will fill the need whian
the NRA constitutionally ococuld not fulfill.

gonditions have cheanged in this country since the originsl
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness were writtem.

The sountry hes been settled and concentrated in eities. In the
limitless scope of the suthorization "liberty" mmch has been done in

the concentration of wealth at the expense of the masses. Thers 1s no
denial that large industries can do the work for the people, servises,
Better then smaller individusl ones, and they deserve falr just rewards.
put with regard to individual sequisition by varied means of unnecessary
wealth for personasl and family happiness within a fair range, something
might be done in changing the original reading of the words, from the
Declaration of Independenss, to life and liberty for the pursuit of
happiness. Then s oarefully worked out definition with suffiecient
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range of happiness for individuals and families for a constitutlional
amendment would place a constitutionsl barrier against any excessive
anti-social misuse of the word liberty against the living rights of

all fellowmen.

The late President Franklin D. Roosevelt was probably the

greatest humsnitarisn of all the presidents. His supreme greatness

might be summed up in quotation im one of his speeches, "Let nothihg
that 1s humen be foreign to me." He saw and sympathized with the views
points and the humanities of labor and capitel, of the colored peopls
and the white, of Jews and Gentiles, of Protestants and Catholics, all
Ameriecan life and resources, and worked for harmoniocus good neighbor
relations between all. He saw and not only sympathised with but supplied
the nesds of the masses in a knotted sconomle system with not only food,
shelter and elothing but alsc with well-rounded living. He while doing
this conserved and expanded the resocurces and faollities of the natlom.
imerican would have been in a sad state for the war that came 1f his
work had not been done.

Every period has its own new deal. The post-war periocd
inevitably has its new deal for business which has done a magnifisent
job in the war effort end in which the people have condifence in pease=-
time reconversion for prosperity with proper safe-guards against
collapses and depressiona.

But the other new deal for the post-war periocd regards one
aspect of Ameriean life, the most vital of all, which though subsidized
to a vast extent was not suffleiently featured and popularized in the
depression new deal, and that is farm life. This has long been idealized
as & good way of life. In modern times it might be sald to have the
possibilities of the best way, the most attractive way for personmal
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happiness, the vital hope of a flourishing prosperous settled nation,
rich broad seres of fields for solentifie investment in reclamation and
adaptation, snd patterns of personal living far more spacious and yet

in completely modern eguipment and sonstant touch with th-lthll and

the earth. Farm resettlement will mean soelel populations of farm
settlements, bring the cities with all their advantages over the ecountry.

The vast super-structure of business and industrial life ia,
of course, the backbone of the nation, but it is top-heavy, has too
many people with only meager earnings and living, 1s overerowded in
normal times. Investments and adequate share of profits to farm lifse
for adequate well-rounded living are the only means of inducing peopls
to see this as a desirable way of life, the attractive way of living for
many people in normal times when industry and business do not require
as many people, to avold depressions. PEut 1t must be attrastive,
profitable and well-rounded and equipped and not & penalty for being out
of employment in business and industry.

Books, theaters and all the arts are highly desirable adjuncts
of living for education, understanding end broadening in experience, but
ell only reflect agtusl living. ™an's hanriness consists in agtual
living.

Regardless of his field a man has the dignity of his labor.

He renders service and he lives in the fullest sense of the word. That is
the ideal of the Ameriecan way of life.

Copyright May 16, 1945. This revision M @""--- a&.

Aug. 5,31,8ept. 15, 1945. Paul BEomeau Cole
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Summary of Suggestions, prineipal
through the Congressionsl Democoratic whip.

1, Thet the young men of the nation should be pald sufficiently to
wiford famillies in order Lo Oauve buses for necevowry nubiean's
manpower, snd to have satlsfact conditions for which they would
Yo =11 ne Fa Plobt, Necember 7L 1041, Subsemicnt notion: asvvias
reople's increase in jey to most of any nation in the world.

2., rezrvice in ammy July 50, 1942 to ¥Foreh 16, 17943, honerable
dfachrrpe for essentl: )l omployment. Co comitent ‘ametion: Provisioa
foer relaras of szoldiers 38 yaers or older made on JEth persencl
birthdey, December 4, 19482,

3. In newspeper article: "Eeeping Feith %With Prcoresa”, Test manpower
of nation, leaderas, in servige, Ifth, of course, exceptlions in vital
industries cnd jovernment ct home, end their wishes should te considere
a3 & socred trust Ly voters, June-July 1942, signed letter, Atlenta .
Journal, Subsgecvent sction: service peoples'! vote procedurse, and
reelection of Democratic “hip under fire ae autbor of the pensien

for ccongresemen's Llll by atout 200-300 votes, to keep the wer effort
co~sclidated.

4. sugpgestion thut many veterens after initlal post-scrvice employment
might in suveseqent excct-wd justment to appropriate employments have
veriods of unemployment 4 th governmentel recdjustment desirable in
ullowsnes, muatering cut puay or othersise, Moy B, 1944. Subseguent
ection: Veterans' nesdjustwment Allowance,

6. GZugpestion th t an honorable discherge te taken ns z positive
atrang feeter end influcnce in employment eleuring eny and all hoatlle
fectors prior to thut service in the rrmed forces as a most highly
uesul'Ved Mewerd lor the lrocendous scerifices Lrvelved Lo thuat servios
Septomber 2, 1944., Septemler 12, 1945. Suvsequent action: .

« Thot constitutionsl emendment be proposed snd woted on to postpone
prealdontinl oleetlons during vital war time till sfter m war is
gonpleted, jprtlele: "United S+totes"submitted to "New York Times"
hut ot jutlished, to Temocrstic Whip, and presidential office,

Juie 24, lo4i. Jubsoqueont wotion: some effect on cempulgn, Few
York Times sditoriel similar idese: "Comnander-in-Chief".

T+ Relteratlon of above after Qerman offensive of 1944 in artiole
"Demooracy for Survival", sulmitted to the New hepublic snd suimitted
to Americen Leglon for conslderation for post-wur policles,

December l044=-Mareh 1945,

. BSupgestlon of ineressed lmmigration with distritution over atates
to decresse this festor in European war couses wund to lneresse
atrength and prosperity of this country, Jenuary 1, 19456. Subsequent:
some congressional zetion on lumigretion problems. This has seemed
more wdvisable from reports of the offects off inoronsed laténsity of
prfors, July=fugust 1945, good natiousl dafcnsive measures.

9 t in 1 t i Dgmoorati

« Su t r

take usggﬂnlﬁingm il‘ﬂrﬂufigﬁ:una h:ﬁ"mu an : rm
their pigantie contritution teo war effort, for satisfactory
reconverslon, and for putting 'ocst-war employment on a sound basis,
April 14, ﬁu‘. Subsequent: varicus bids for tusiness support.
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10. Suggestion thut sertice flags be continued with dischs ge emblema
for veterun Desmployment willi unoloywelt A8 SGaviilevd, mey &, 10645
Subsequent actioni

SULEeBtion Gt drefi cosras, governcent of newspepéls gilve ITes
pu‘aliuit-; in newspaperes for veterans desiring it ss a matter of news
amA atntemant of ayrilability for snrrorriate senlov-ent, Vay 4, 1048
Svbrequent: M free advertising for veterans, (Morse ndaptubll l'o!' :
nmall or cities than Pohsedmmrisan BeYlaf:ddfefties o free advertisi
nouar or sheet could be inatitutéd for inclusion in papers, May -l.lab
mnd ‘.:]"l.-_':_'].t*l" lf!, 1945,

presanted
12. BSuppgestion thnt veterens and veteran disabilities of employees
be used Ly btusinesser es ¢ metter of publie appeal for popularity
in sseuring potronage, Mny 4, 1948, Subsecuent: Discherge emblema
as xm ndvertising motifs.

15, In conpressidhe Rrenklda It fodevdkis ddimanying " proceedings
suggestion of ¢leetrierl voting end rell-call system, May 4, 1645,

14. Suggestien Ut srmy rotiredent time limits be cut in helf in
gansiderotlion of wer cervices end to rejuvenate army with younger
replncements from this ser, May 14, 1945,

-urr
15, Suggestians in "Americwun | ey of Life" thet slogen be: "Life and
liverty for pureult of hnupineu 28 ¢ direction of rublle educntioa
and meyve geastitutlonnl restrictMuh for solvins nationsl debt, with
an inervssed directiovn and ceneflts not only to business but also
fare 1ife anread over the states to make the latter as thoroughly
atbragtive ms possible rcinmtblé eppreglatdion flourisiing netion
for into the futura.

lu. ou g eellons tout for uotusl effeccivenens, TrRellity, and speed
in adjusztment from one emple:ment to unocher tonw:c =apeclully in wue
case of veteran rendjustment nllowsnce and also probelly other
unempley nt comrensc 'Thoe gredtfiokrPutrenbbariem ++ar oFf montina filad
by the employer 1ett1n% an employee go nrovided the smployse doea
not iave other irredi:te employment and requeata this filing.

June 14, 1D4g5, of

17. GSuggestlon toul undemoor:itio titles and contrillzations of
povesr neccsaory for deffhs paferipan Amesidestis e modiflied in peage
time to titles nnd powers in keepinpg with individusal dignity and
govornment of all peoples within this netion for the rmost effeotive
progoeas of eve one. ‘This surgestion applies espeoinlly to the
highly undemgeratio th smgoertiEe, »nd othorwise, of
Majorlty or Demoaratia ps The suggeation of "Whip" has no place
in & Demoorgoy nor in & Republie. It partakcas to a tremendous
dogreem of dlctatorship. Tnless war-time contralizations of ern=
memtul powern mpe not modiTapuenive 1%, ok, ways of living of all
peoplea here, then the war 1s not yet won st home.
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