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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The \'.'hi te House 
•rashington, u. c . 

ll;y dear t.trs. Rcosevel t 1 

/ (, / ..;-
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I SJII l'lri ting to acquaint you with our plan of eeUbliah­
ing an American Women ' s Gollection at Connecticut College, in the 
hO!>fl of persuading ycu 8lld a r ow other representati ve women to act 
wit h the College as ~ponsora of the Collecti on. 

We hcpe the Collection, as it grows, will help to bridge 
what seems to us a serious gap in the preservation of tho records 
of American civilization. 1 believe you ·.:ill agree that J.ibrttries , 
thus fer , have been relatively uninterested in preserving letters 
and manuscripts of v;omen. Even todey the few i nsti tutiona which do 
gather such, do i t in soae one Hatted field. 

For thes e reasons, l..onnecti cut College believes it can 
render an ilr,x:rtant service, particuJ.erly to resenrch, by develop­
ing a collection v;here recorda of u.ey iapcrtant work done by an 
Aoericen woman will oe welcoaed. 

The Palcer Library is a beautifUl, spacious, f ireproof 
building. Our library staff is interested in the project &nd com­
!)Otcnt to administer the l:ollection. •he '-ollection has n.lren~ 
received nn i nstallment of the paper s of Dr. Alice llamilton and the 
manuscript addr esses of Mary loulke MOrrisson, The papers of Belle 
Ieroels U~scowitz , friend and adviser of the late Alfred E. ~aith, 
have been promised. 

Encouraged by this excellent beginning, we hope t'or other 
valuable ~:ource li!a toriala dealing with the •:ork of American wo11eo 
in such fields ns literature, science, professions, arts , religion, 
and .r-U>lic aff"airs . 

In order to locate papers and oanuscripts of wo11e.n in all 
f ields of work ana froa~ all parts cf the Unit ed Stat.ee, ll"8 grea tly 
need the J.nterest cf a group cf reprosentaUve wo11en . I hope very 
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much that you will consent to serve . Your duties will not be ardu­
ous . One of t.he f irs t of the111, we trust, will be a t rip to New 
London soon, to visit the C(UIIJ'US and to talk ·.'lith us. 

l.!ary Beard will speak here on t.he evening of Wednesday , 
~lay ninth . Could you be hore then'/ At that time we shall J!\8lce 
a f ormal announcement of the \iollection. "e should be happy, on 
that occasion, to be able to name you as one o1' the Sponsors . 

ti1ncerc1y yours, 

~~~~ 
llcroth,y ticbafft er 

Presi aent 
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Connecticut V dcreM L••ploy..m 
· end AcMIOfY Co••btlon 

11n. h !J1ta D. ~oe .... u 
ApanMa\1~ 
~ .*1 ................ , 
I•• York, I,T, 

ITA Til AIIMOIIY 
HAIITPOIID • • CONNIICTICUT 

o. ........ 2, 1~5 

I .. ta&e•4 ••r.r cra\•t.l t•r 70&1' 1•ti•r •f 

hp\•'Mr 29, 1~5 Alit I • looll:iq t ... wrt \o •Mlq 701l ta lew 

I ••n ..a 1\ a pola\ \e aUa4 \U 1weotna 

u4 1t 7011. ban -.• prdern_n, oa ·~~ TO'Il-.1\Ur 'Mfore or 

at\en-.No, I 

!!Jt• o-l\7 • ..,.rauoa la OoaaNUn\ for 

\he Ye\oruo hao pro4110H not nh\aatlq nnlh \ba\ I llolln• 

70u wtll tllll4 th• tafona\loa I ou ct•• 7ou la\•ruUIIC. 
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