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January 6, 1944

Mrs. Mary P. Diaz
1900 F., Street N.W.
waﬂhingtﬂn. D. G.

Dear Mrs. Diaz:

This is a follow-up letter relative to your appliecation for
a Fellowshlp in Graduate Study offered by the Baruch Commit-
tee on Fhyslcal Mediclne. We have juat received word from
that Committee following eareful study and review of each
application by the Educational Committee of the American Og-
cupational Therapy Assoclation and the Sclentific Committee
of the Baruch group.

The reply from the latter states that it 1s felt Judieious
for varilous reasons to proffer the scholarship at this time.
'he Committee stated that they were impressed with the
Interest each candidate expressed in Graduate Study and
requeated that the Sub-Committee on Fellowshlps continue to
apprralse further applications.

It 1s obvious that the Baruch Committee exerted more strin-
gent requirements than they had originally indicated to us

in evaluating the applications, as no one candidate quite
fulfilled all of their requirements, The Baruch Committee
ezsures us that they are continuing thelr Interests-in offer-
ing Fellowshipa. It 1s hoped that further negotiations be-
tween your Sub-Committee on Fellowships and the Baruch Commit-
tee will result in another opportunity at a later date.

The Educational Committee wishes to take this opportunity to
thank you for your interest and the aplendild listing of
credentials you submitted, as well as your carefully thought
out plan of study. PFlease be aasured of our interest.

Sincerely yours,

%ﬁ:,w:w/:%
Mar jorie Fish, 0.T.R.

Edugational Fleld Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FELLOWEHIFS FOR ORADUATE STUDY

The newly established Bargeh Committee on Physical Medicine, has approached the
Educational Committes of the American Occupationsl Therapy Association to recommend
s group of eandidstes from whom they might choose several who would be interested in
Fellowshipa for advanced study in Oecupational Therapy or closely related fields, This
apportunity is being offered with the intention of developing inoreased powers of leadership
within our field.

This ia & challenging opportunity to those who are desirous of carrying on an intensive
period of study of approximately s yvear, nlong well-chosen lines, the result of which we

hope

will enable them to contribute to the profession both in preparation of potential

therapists and as an aid to the active feld. The study would be accomplished during 1944
nnd 1945, and would begin an scon ps the selected candidates can make arrangements.

The Exscutive Committee of the American Occupationnl Thernpy Association, and the
Advisory Committee of the Educational Field Office have taken this under advisement
and wish to submit to you the fellowing informaticn.

1.
2,
3

Requirements
Applicants must be Registered therapists in active practise.
Background of experience of not less than four years.
Acndemis degres desirable, but not requiped =

Suggested Filds of Study

The Buruch Comemnittes has not confined ita offer to any specified Gelds of study. Hather,
they are desirous that applicants state thelr partioular intereats.  The following have been
suggested by the Committes:

1.

T.
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Administrative and Curricular management of Oecupational Therapy Schools,

2. Btudy of Departmental sdministration and précedure in clinical field.
3. Physical Thernpy training (Harvard eourse).
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Advaneed anntomical and physiclogical study.

. Kinesiclogic studies in nouromuseular and museuloskeletal pathologie conditions.
. Clinieal investigation and research in adaptation of equipment for exercise, and

utilization of industrisl techniques.
Analysia of Occupational Therapy technigues in definitive terma, study of resistance
of materials, gravity, ete. :

. Research in closer correlation of ODecupational nnd Phyaieal Therapy
. Research and nnalysis of resulta of shook therapy in paychintry, as applied to Ocou-

pationnl Therapy.

. Oecupationsl Therapy in the warious mspecta of Phywical Hebabilitation and Re-

conditioning.

. Btudy and research relative to publication of textbooks needed in the specialized

fields.

. Prosthetica (upper and lower extremities)—Occupational Therapy as an aid to exe-

cuting use of applinnoes,

. Deoupational Therapy in Cerebral Palay.
. Deoupational Therapy in the prevention of deformities from arthritis, poliomyelitis,

tuberculosis of the bones, csteomyelitis,

Procedure

Latter of application should state:

s} Full listing of credentials.

b) Preferred choice of field, with roessons for selection
¢) Hensons for pursuing Fellowship study.

d) Letter of reference {rom recont employer,

@wﬂ
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2. Letters of applieation should be directed to the Educational Committes of the Amer-
ican Oecupational Therapy Amsociation, 175 Filth Avenus, New York City 10. Appli-
cations will be received, reviewed and screensd by the Educational Committes. The

will select two or three, be referred to them for review and interview,
3. Letters of application must be submitted not later than Wednesdny, November 8,
1044,

Baruch Committes has requested that approximately siz candidates, from which they
v

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON REHABILITATION

The Couneil is now offering copies of the Symposium on the Processes of Rehabilitaiion
from the program presented on May 25, 1944 at the National Conlerence of Bosial Work in
Cleveland, Ohio, under the suspices of the Couneil.

This Symposium includes *“Introdustion to Panel Diseussion” by Dr. Philip D, Wilson,
Preasident of the Counail, *‘Selective Flacement for the Handieapped' by K. Vernon Banta,
Principal Employment Specialist (Physically Handicapped) War Manpower Commission,
“Medieal and Voeational Rehabilitation for Veterans® by MeKee Fisk, Ph.D., Supervisor
of Training on Business and Bales Occupation, YVoeational Rehshilitation Barvies, Veterans
Administration, and ‘Voestional Rehahilitation in New Perspective' by Michaal J. Short-
loy, Direator, United Statea Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. The balance of this
pamphlet is made up of the discussion period, which ineluded questions and answers cover-
ing the entire feld of rehabilitation,

Theess pamphlets are 5¢ n copy and may be obtained upon request from the office of the
Couneil.

The Hospital for Joint Disepses and the New York City Voeational Rehabilitation
Bureau have worked out & joint program directed towsrd the voestional rehabilitation for
patients as early a8 possible. The plan calls for sn analysis of the social and vooational
needs of patients based on the medical survey: disgnosis and prognosia. Emphasia on
woeational rehabilitation will be made before patients are discharged from the hospital.
Where necessary, beonuse of delayed recovery and need for patient to remain under medieal
eare and because of personnel and socinl problems and considerstion will continue after
discharge from the hospital, This early consideration will aim to balanee the patient's
physical and psychological capacity to the demands of the retraining and job objectives.
At the outset the program will concentrate on patients studied in the In-Patient Depart-
ment of the Hospital, though some patients from the Out-Patient Department will neces-
parily be ineluded. Later the full, coordinated program will include the Out-Patieat
Departments.

For this project in which the doctors will take leadership all departmonts of the hospital
will be involved—medical, numing, social service, ocoupational thernpy, physical therapy,
ete. The Rehabilitation Bureau has assigned a member of ite staff to the joint rehabili-
tetion project.

The Division of Rehabilitation of the National Committes for Mental Hygiene has in
press a pamphlet listing every paychiatric resource in this country ineluding specinl re-
habilitation elinics where veterans and dischargees ean apply for paychistric eare. The
list is to be made pvailable to all payehintrists of the Armed SBervices. Copies may be had
by writing The National Committee for Mental Hygiene, 525 East 68th Street, New York
2, N. Y.

Aecording to an article by Eva Adams Cross entitled ""Hehabilitation Program Outlined
by Navy," appearing in the August issue of The Modern Hospital, this program hopes to
schieve maximum adjustment of the individual patient either for further military service
or for return to eivilian life with the least possible handieap from his disability.

This article states that the following Naval installntions specinlizing in warious phases
of the rehabilitation program inelude: Mare Island, Calif., amputation center; Philadel-
phin, amputation and blind and deaf center; Oakland, Calif., plastic surgery; Chelssa,
Mass,, neurological surgery; Brooklyn, N. Y., cancer; Bethesda, Md., neurological surgery

Mmaﬂuﬁm .
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FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA
lrs, Frenklin D, Roosevelt, aubleetsNamel Felloiship
The hite House, for lary Diaz,

u...q..: T -'--, -.J. _.:.
by uesr lrs, Liooseveli:

I am concerned about the future and welfare of our umutual friend,
lery Diaz, (By weay of iniroducing uyself may I seay that lary Diaz and
I wire devoted to lrs., Eleanor Clarke Slagle., She shared her gifts of
iriendship end her enthusiasi end zesl for her profession tnd life work
of occupctional therzpy with us, We both loved her, We learned mich
irom her, And I have lecrned much from Mery Diaz whose work and pioneer
spirit I =zdmire ze I know you do)

As you know, liery Diez heas been in Weshington Tor soie months, unem=-
nloyed and at somewhet of & "loose end!, She receives a small pension
from the federel governument for her twenty-three years of work as & civil
servent in Puerto Rico, She receivis this only. beccuse the post she held
s Director of Occupationsl Therepy for the hospital wes eliminated, Be-
czuse she receives this small stipend she is not permitied to work for tlie
federsl government or to accept any other employment which will bring her
compenseotion, (170 issue is made of small chores, ©She has done & bit of
trenslating, She is now giving a short course in minor creafts to a group
st the Nationel Catholic School of Socisl Service, She receives $50, for
this.) As I understend it 1if she accepts a2 job with a regulsr salary
her eligibility for pension znd the twenty-three yesrs service is lost.

lecently she investigeted the subsidized courses oifered by the gov-
ernment through the Oifice of the Surgeon Genersl for the training of
aidcs in occupational therapy = energenc) tfmining'tn meet the growing
neads for trained therapists in relic ation prosrems of the army,
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e ITs, Loosevelt = lery Diaz

Iﬂ spite of her txerty-thrce yeers experience as te:cher, socisl worker,
“:na occupitional thereaplet she could not be considered &s a candidate
bec:use ghe had no scademic degied! Tt would teke her, if allowed to

* m"ht r in any of 6ur schools of occupationsl therapy accrefited by the
Anericen Ledicel Association, three yeirs to graduatelWhile it might be
diificult to ueke exceptions with regulcrity fbr exceptionel or outstanding
concfs ves Lo ticse schools, isn't it ridiculous in the emergency to refuse
cuali sjon to lery Diez to any of the esteblished emergency courses! While
sne is not e grecuce oi eny school she hes treined in short courses in

tny of our best schools cnd hospitels , =1éd to ny wind is belter equipped
ior her work then are meny of us who mey write B, A, after oud names,

Soiue yeors ago I lived with Mrs, ﬁrchibal& Hopkins in Waghington., One
nizht she was called by a secretuzy of either Howerd oOr Gewwge Weghington
uﬂvaFSlt" - .le wes a irustee of both - to ask vhet her college degree

Les i wnere she ned grequeteds They wished to list it with her name end
those of atrfr uIUEtEFE who were to be in the zcademic procession, I heard
lrs, Hookins saj into the telephone,'Rless yau y dear, I havent any
coilegﬂ degrees Andg ‘very little educaticAl! Vhen I was a girl we were
teu it by wy mother to mend ond sew= 1t wes & part of eny girl's education,
Iy crandmotlier tew it e & litile French at her knee - butl I Liave no education®
u kknow ag we.l 8 I do Thatl some folk are born with what some others of us
willl.never ecquire=- no uatter how meny degrees are earned, I think you of
a«l pcople would know Jjust how mumch importence to attach to a degree after

Lj.vr iﬂzr':' Nolile

Gi 24 Merch I wes In Washington, Mery and I had a long talkK about
this :nd releted subjects, Ve sought out a hench in the park in front of
The:White Ilouse- I tried to find the one on which the "Park Bench States-
men", lir, Diruch sits when he meditates snd holds his unofficisl conferences
out there, We talked of the newly estasblished Baruch Conmittee on Physical
jedicine which hee offered through the Educationel Committee of the American
Occupationel Therapy Assocliation fellowsghips for graduste study, Mary Diaz
m:de applicetion in Jenuery for a scholarship. I enclose the reply she re=-

ceived, :
I believe sne shoula be urged to submit the applicetion sgein. Or-

o



- B il F i

o.liI'ss Roosevelt = lMery Diaz
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heitter stilly, I think her appleation g ould be submitted on her behalf by
a cowdtire of hor friends vho believe in har, Mary Diaz could tell you
11032l yfeer than I just hat 1@ has don: at Duke Maivevgity fow Die
“dcherd 8, Lymen, He i1s now on leave to the srmy but I am sure he could

be rezched by letter, In fret, Mary hes heerd from him recently., If you,
Dre Lywen nc possibly Dr. Winfred Overholser of Saint Elizabeth's Hos ':I.tai
cic enothcer could prompt and encourage her to this further effort at this
tiie T otadng it weuld Le aceomplishing & good thing both for Mary Diaz and
rehebilitation of the handicapped, For wherever she works she is going to
oring perticular gifts of enthusdiasm and originality to her chores and en-
ricih the field where they are done, °

I{ = Biiach scholarship is sought again for her it might help in a
precticel wey if Mary Di d Dr, Krusen of the committee could meet, &and

if some endorsement could be made directly to Dr, Wilbur &nd other ad-
wingtretors of the fund, I have left my folder of information with her,

It contsing names of all comittees of study snd research who worked to
esteblish the fund's uses, I have a newspaper clipping I cen end ose here,

It seems to me, too, that she should have advice as to the subjects
shie coulu pursuewnd & school sought where work could apply toward this
college cdegree of which so much issue is made, She submitted some good
feccs withtne epplication ghe made., I encoupsged her to consult further with
Dr. Lyuan of D uke regerding this for he has real f:ith In her ability, He
has in mind for her some work at Duke- cdegree or no degree, The parsdoxi-
cel :nd amushg thing is thet some of those in position to refuse her ad-
mitiance to their schools are themselves administrators without degrees.
And probsbly cuite as well prepered for their jobs as these of us o have
thet litle edge on them of R.A., tacked =fter our names, With that fine
boy in the U, S. Army Medical Corps &end that girl in the American Red Cross
progrem at Walter Reed Hogital, I told Mary facetiously she should have =
lialia after her n:me- twice, Seriously, I wish the University of Puerto

Elco would give her an honorary degree, Perheps they will some day. |
May T sa here how gl@d I am tha$ you and tle President cwe 46 he 4n
The %ﬁe Ho?;se during these next cructel years. m tow mﬁiw.! &. y
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4 Mrs, Ra‘uaeva:

eirorts you have bﬂth
Tieve coidred Tor ye pg
gppreciated perticularly
Clerence Pickett znd eflt
would De ple....sed, e g
Tort.s T lLe uafortunate &p
cey Lits of help amn.a't.im'

n.ritrh Vo el Eumi}l‘&'biﬁn
¢ie love, believe me :
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