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Dear <loorgg: 

I ho.vo on11 Jus t o0£11'! aoroee 
your l"tt"~ -rf II·H!.1 1'\';h, ?~oau1e •>f 
t :,., "\••nJ 'l•l~hc ·1h ~ll 1\oa'l:"n\'ld on u s . 

C~;rt'l1nt,_: ,rnn'<Un ju1t1f1ed 
o ur ol)nt'lrlnn~e ~··'lt h r: )ttlt\ (1? o:l !lnl\ 
ah~uld 80 on , :'"'l ho -:c t ~htt challenge 
gnl lnn ':ly , n .; y :>U s::~.y . ' J:'l t.., t he l nt!t , 
I neTPr h6-.::-d h i C():1p t n1n. 

The ~h1l l\rn n ~n l I 'lr e •~ 
t ha n::ful t h." t h ill '\'f'l nt '() pel".oefttlly. 
It ,.·ould hll."C beP. n <l:'Mdt ul l f he 
b:ld to 'lnr\u.,., n ll)n~ 1l11'1B Sit. 

I ha"'fl bnd 110 nany lt'"tte1"11 
elnoe h e d1ed a!'IC bf'f o rP. trn~ band1-
onpped p eoole who ·;nrtt c;.\Ten confidence . 
b40&U 8ft of what Franklln ILCCOIIJ)UsMc!, 
I tesl t hnt thn t 1 '1 e n~ o~ h1B C""'ILt 
oon\r1lmt1ons. 

~l th ~any thanks, I Rn , 

Arf'eoUomtl'lly, 
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Clotutnbia ilfnwtrsitp 
,Jlr~ttrian ~oepiral 

eao w •• .,. use no 5,.,.,;..,. 
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TH. PRII. aYTERIAN HO.PITAL IN THE CITY OP' NEW YORK 
THE I NaTIT U TE O P' OPHTHALMOLOGY 

THII: aLOANII: Hoai'ITAL P'O R WOMII:N 

1'be Editor 
The Hew York Times 
Times Building 
299nWest 4;3rd Street 
Ne~ t ork ld , New York 

Dear Sir: 

eu WDT ••ant .,.u:T 
NIIW YOIUl. N , Y, 

February 7, 1945 

the recent epidemic of i nfantile paralys is 
has again conrronted t he vublic e.nd the medical r rof ession with ' 1...t. 
-:unpleasant fa~t1'>1A!'ter .!5 years and more of inteuse research :z"'"'J Hy t-"6 
~:s.t.i:ll r htK tQ_c_o~ the disease =-to:. 1>/-{.U.. ~., t. + _ 
e~e the ibdividu~in tee aeute eta~ 

During t he pest quarter century the major emphasis 
i n !'&search has been directed at the f ollowing imf or tant &Sf'ec t s 
of the probl em! 

1 . The virus , its nature, biological clas3ification and 
i~nunological cnaracterisv~cs 

2 . Epi demiology 
3 . Animal el<J)erimentn-.:.ion 
4 . The clinical ~icture of the ouman di sease 
5. Treatment- of aftermath ('aralys i s 

All t hi s excell ent work has increased immeasurably 
our academic knowledge of ports of the puz~le . Actually , however, 
as of to~ey, epidemic control does not exist , nor has toe prevent ion 
or cure of one s ingle case i n t he acute Sl.Bte been achieved by any 
outs ide agent or b~ any ~hysician . fher e have been improvements in 
t he management of t he ~aralysis. A~paranUy the only faetor of im­
l;or tllllce ·.vhich has been omitted f ro.m the foregoing lis t of research 

toFics is the nature of the infected human subject . It is true that 
there have been sporadic attempts to evaluate dif~erences between 
individuals in r es1-ect ot' their s usceptibili ~y to the virus . ~u t 
th~re has been no well-organi zed, lon.,-term r esearch such as has 
been direc<.ed at obe virus i n dii'feren~ IJ&rts 01' the .country. It___. ;.• 
is .pows:l:ble ~ t ais personal fact or ..,..- ha.ve eometb.ing to do :.•rt'b~~ -., ' ..... ~ 
the out come of a bout wi th the virus . 

Experience over lll6liY years and. tile recent fi-
gures f rom the Nat ional Foundation for Infantile Paralysis indi-
caoe t hat 90 to 95% of the entire J:.Of;Ulation may have been infected 
at sowe time. But. owing t o the grea t range o1' intensity from mild t o 
s evere which the di sease presents in differ ent individuals i t i s often 
di fficult end sometimes im1ossible to make the correct diagnosis • 



P•r.e two 

In e ver~· epide.oi c all cuse3 m11.y be rouehly cle Jsi­
fiod inJ;<S t~aree :;roufSl the milae~t ·which escape det;ecl.i on entir ely; 
n ltn·~e int..,ron&,~t>ri t;rou~c ••W.ch c!eve:.ol> no •ouscular ,.e,,l<ness but 
ccm ~;enerall~ be ri,.;h•l;, diaen~>~ed ; w • .: finally tho •o~ , .aralyzed 
;JrO~f' .micb recehe:. l.ne bulk o.' ,OJ Lol"r a\,teutioa\ . In ..ny rar ti­
cult.r cf iJer,ic ~"" firot •••o l;l'OLoj.S rd,r Ment a vscy l"rP.e maj ority 
of ell totO~& &:1'ected. The reLJa~nin;; smell group , corur.osed o.f all 
degrees ol' cu;cle :vetd~le3s , ll.}J~roxirotes , accor ulnf: to J lidt exper i ­
ence , 15:0 of ail re~ ortcd cas.,s . It i s indeed i ortunate that ol' so 
e,reu t " nW!Iber or .Laf&ctcd p•r~on" 30 .few "~·ch t!•• }~yt;i<l-st..c;e . 
~· I - • • ..... • I t • - (.!.( ~,, ; . t' . l r'..-\. .. ,, . ~ I .. I • 

Recet•t iHCow. leoe l-igures ft·om the New York 
e!'i<>&lllic "'"''a repor t 60j:, ]Jt>ralyze'l~'wnich"'; fif'or!kchtulenges t he 
bbove stO t.ellients . no .te ver, t.he ciw.recter t.stic of tnis epider•Jic has 
been ohe notable oilun .. ss ol' f irst anJ s econd Sl'<:>Uf. cases l'li thout 
1 aruly$iS . FroiJGI,l;r rue.ny of ~hese w"re looked Uf.O<I as "sunuuer Uf­
~ets11 erui w&r e not rc,_ort.tld ~:; i nfantile z.nrh_ly•Ji;; . 

l~t J'(t 

~ir.g ~a8t epideruica u s trikini uiffer ence 
iu su 3copti l>ilit.~ und re»i•t;,.nce clearly hr.~ been o bserved bet • een 
t na t.wo lurge 10roL~3 .•ho do not develor.- J.Ur-'ll )".tis wtd •he sc.alle r 
one 'Rl~.ost: roe . .;Ler.;) lose muscie power. !"ssuming that tne virus of any 
given e r.id .. ruic !'r·e5ents u feirl~ conJtan t virulence the difference 
between tile grocFS unuoubtedl > dej.ends u.~-on cert.nin peculiurities 
in the t oUU. natur e of t .. ., inaiviou!ll child or adult •ho becomes 
infected . 

Unsuccesdful 1-ast e>.J.·ea'ience with the di$en:;;c 
and -.lUr l' r esen& SUJ J.lle 1 osit.iort in r espect of it~ ~CTevenLion nnd 
t l;e cur" or its t1Cut~-~Lag" sul>j uet .... calls for a new, vicor ous Wld 
sustained r usearch cron the factor of individual host 3usce;;tibility. 
t'urthernaore , we ahou,J &trive Lo remove the rri mitive concept that 
the cnuse of in.fanl:.ile }-B.rE.~YJi.l is t . cer tuin virur. "ent:#Juy ·.Yhich 
«tt .. cks iru1ocefi t children . " The fact should be em)~ha aized Utat the 
chile ... is u..:; r..uch tn& cauJe o.!' it.~ own dl~euoe aa is the virus . For 
lac~iHL uit.tter ~.n a :-}:-l'O! ritte virus Ol" :;~. 'iUi~able hucnn i ubj ect 
'lith low re si.1~Q.nce infonti:..e }:araly3is ca:.not J.03'Jibl;~ occur. ____ ,... , 

The ;:..ciu t of vie• 7:hich JJ<os been ex):'re s:3£d here 
i n r~~s;.ect .;f t.ilo d.i sease which ju~t uo71 cliiany o~cu;.ies heart Wld 
m.iHd &H lies er,u~U.l;,· t.o u..J. otl.cr huuJan ailu.en t s . If the PreaidPnt , 
for el<uiJf'le , hu.a been !lS ~u;ce;; tible t o the str eptococcus of acute 
P.tu;u,,.,. tic fever :u.c its sever e seconr.lw, heart; dise~se as he was 
to t he vi1~~ of inf~·tile J&raly$13 ~nd its 3econdar) injury he coul 
never huve carried on i n the active W>d ballont manner which has bMIJ 
his out~tunuinL contriuution to hUillU!]of'iOl' titucle . l 

, ( • t •••• l 
• 

The ol:.viOUo im:.ort<..nce or "till undis covered forces 
wit;hi.n 1.he fOtibtlt Jnmself i:1 a ..O.tter which r equires lone t~rm or­
g..nized r esearch. ~reover, aucb a atudy of ~er~onal difference~ lies 
i n k J itficult end almost un•ouched field . The f:>rObl e~ r r esents a 
r eneNed cht.llenge to the Nutional foundatior. for l nflillti le Puralysis 
to whose pr esent cam; ai~:u tJ.e 1 ublic hus contributed so generously . 
I L is to bo hoJ-ed thnL 3ome or Ll.e r esearch bnttslions o£ the :.!ar chin!i 



Jl tt!l Lb1 be oe. lo.,td 1.o l!"j\le.J'-1_ l "' &..' ..n ' .j V.J.J J~ ... la COTlltiCt in r•-
l.t.i'-l:.a .. il- rtt.b :.Ouc. ... lJ:u .• i:>: ._cwtt.. ""'·~•11)r ,ol1<.G._, ... .!i:l3. .,. 
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June ?9, 194& 

Dear Oeorse• 

I s&nt your le,tttr to 14 ro o•r.onnor 
who tells n e Ul.ll t all rt~tauuta are tlrat 
aubaltt~d to nndienl ad•1acra nnd their 
recocaoenda tiona 1noe followed. ~~ are 
apparently aga1nat you. 

I htl•e, ot courae, onl;r She power 
ot pc u1ng nlons .a cr1t1c1 .. euoh •• ;roure. 

The sues 1'1\iaecl are le .. ~n :rou 
t hour h t and seen wllle~ apent aocol'dlnr; to 
t he r 8J)ort. 

I LUI aorr:r I oan not ba •ore help. 
f u t . 

Ver-s nol'd1a1~ yoare, 

/ / ·~ ;;, c!:!, \ 
\ 



TH!: NATIO NAL F OUNDATION I"OA I N,.ANT I LE PAAALYS I S 

12:0 B"OAO WAY 

NCWY'ONI\ li,N,Y 

~ro . f'ran}'.lin D. Rooaevolt, 
Hyde Park, N. Y. 

Dear El oenor ; 

I &II very eorry that Dr. a.ors& Dreper .t:mposed upon 
you ae. he obviously did, f'ram the cOlllr."lenta vbich you rr.ddo in your 
lett<~~r of June 2let. to tte. In c.uch tho eeme vey 1 Dr. Droper he a 
eeuao4 eommunlcetton~ ot one nature or enotber ~ be sent either to 
me or to t ho Medical Director ot the National Foundation tram Dr. 
Allen Whipple, Doen Rapploye of the College of Phy81c1ana end Sur­
eeone, Dr . 'Welter v. PeJ.lfter1 Dr. lJ.oyd AYcock of Boston, Dr. han..'lc 
Obor o! Bolton, and Mr. JUetice Douglaa of tho Unit&d States Su­
premo Court . If 1t vo~o not tor tho diettngutehod reputation that 
Dr. Draper has hod in the medical profoeeion, I vould have no boat­
tatlon vt>..eteoovor Sn dee-cr-t bing thoeo teet1ea b;r th& vord qpreeeure. " 

The facta of tho case ere very a~le. All appli­
cations for grants to the t:attonal 1-'ound.atto:n bevo to receive tho 
reco=end8Uon of one of tte a:ed.1ce..l cOt:'mitUu . !I'ho !fctlonel 
Foundation hao a Gon$r6l Advi&ory Medioel C~ttee, 8nd eub.modlool 
committees 1n vtrus research, research ~or the yreventlon and t~at­
ment of after effects, educet1on, medical publtcatione , and 1n ep1-
d~1ee 6nd public beeltb . ~eloeed le a copy of the National Foun­
dation'& Annual Report tor 19~~ in vhich you will find 11$ted on 
pages 8 to 12 inclusive the members of tboae camm1tteos, cona1et1ng 
of thtrts- eight d1at1ngutahed =en ot ~dieine and medical ectenee 
f.ro:n all parte ot the country. Those mon eorvo vi thout co:mpeneatlon . 
~oat of thom have served since the National Foundet1on vae organized ~ 
end in the lee't seven or e1ght yeere hovo l"endered an outute.ndins 
public een1ce . 

These committees have met vi t h regularity tvtco e 
year e1.nce the National Foundation vee orge.ntud, 1n aeaelon.o never 
lese then tvo deye, ~od hove cona14&rod vtth the gre4teet cere every 
epplicetlon prosented to them. I knov that to be t he feet, because 
I h&vo had the unu&ual experience o~ botns able to eit through 
ovol"y one of their aeetinge, hrthermore, long bofore eacb or tho 
ee~t-annual meeting~, opplicnttona ~or grenta are eent to them QO 
thet they met hovo an o~portuni ty to exo=1ne the~ end digeet them 
carotully before they come to the meetinge. Anyone vbo aeeka eo 
impugn their gOQd fat th la otu.:ptd. 

Dr . Draper' s application haa come before the C~­
m!ttee en Virus Research, c~eed of the follovLng gontl~n: 

Capt . T!la2& M. Rl•ora, U. S.N. R. , (Cbebman) Director, 
The Hoepital of The Rockefeller Inet1tute for 
Medical Roeeoroh; 



._,.:ra. Franklin o. Roosevelt - 2 -

Dr. Charlaa Ai'matrong (V1ce Cho1run), Medical J)1rector, 
u. s. Public Health Service, NatlOn$1 Ineti­
tute or f.leal tb; 

Or. ~nald B. Amatrong, 2nd Vlco President, Metropoltten 
Life Ineurenc:e Compai'IJ'; 

C. A. BlvehJe=, Ph. D., Profoaaor o~ B1ochco1atry, The 
Uni•ore1t1 of Y1acone1n; 

Dr. c . ~. McCoy, D1roctor1 Depe~nt of Publ1o Health, 
Louisiana St6to Un.tvoralty school of Medlctne; 

Dr. James S. McLester, ~rofeaaor of Medicine 1 Un1 vorsi t.y 
of Alobe.m3 School or ~9d1cine; 

Korl F. V.cyor, Ph. D. 1 Dtroo.t;Or, The Coore;o W1U1eme 
Boopor Found4t1on1 Unlveratty of Cal1forn1a; and 

Dr. Max M. Peet, Chief, Neuro-Surgical Sect1on, Univorelty 
Hoepttal; Prof"eaaor of Surgery, Univorelt.7 of 
~tleh1eon Modieol School . 

After Dr. Dropor ' o applientlon le conetdored by tho 
CoJ%111littee o n V1naa Roaeerch, t he notion of that Coc:nttteeJ .,.hotber 
favorable o r untevoreble, ~en goea to the General Advisory C~t­
teoJ tho compoa1t1on of vhlch you v111 find on ~ 8 of the encloae4 
Annual Report. 

r think it a very safe aurtcment to moD that ell 
of tho =en on ~he t~.odica1 Adviaory Ccmmli'tf.9ee of t he National Fo un­
ciet1on knOll Dr. coorao Draper very voll, knov of hie reputation end 
&tanding, ~d know of h18 work. 

The foHowtng throo granttt hevo ~en made by the 
fletional Foundation t o n:-. Drop.or : 

'l'otol : 

$2,900 - from February 2~, 19~2 - December 31, 19b2 
$},,00 - troa Jenuary 1, 19~3 - Doeeobor }1, l9b} 
$},,00 - from Jenuory l , 19bb - December }l, l9bb - v1tb tho 

tem of tho gr.ant bolns extended to April 30, l9L5. 

T"ne purpose of' t.haae grants vas "to stud.1 tho p.ct­
tern of cell growth tn explant !'rom the buf'f'y coat of tho blood. " 

A fourth application for e grant for tho cont1nuo­
t1o n of t h1o vork vee corHJ14oroc1 by tho Coa:mt.ttoo on Vinl.e Roeeerch 
of tho National Foundation 1n Septe~bar~ 19~~ . Thia epplteet1on 
'J GS ro!'errod to a speciAl cocmJ-t.toe of the Cor::ai ttee on Virus Reeoarch 



Mra . Frenklin D. 8ooaevolt - ' -
co.ne18t1ng o~ Dr. 'M'lomoo ~l. Rivers, D1rootor of Tho Hospital of the 
Rockefeller Inetitute for Kodtcel Roaearch, Dt' . Charles Armstrong, 
Medical Director, u . s . Public Health SOrv!ee , Hational Inat1tute 
of Hoelth, ancl Dr. D::mald B. Arm.otrof18, 2nd Vioo !'roeidont, Ho·tro .. 
pol itM Life Insurance Co~nny. 

After conferring vttb acme members o~ th1a special 
coe:mo.ttteo, it. vas BU88G&ted n.nd Dr . Dr opor oxpreaaed a v1ll1ngnoee 
to undertake tho &xttmln.ation of a n\ll!lbor of bloods drsvn !ram un .. 
doub~od pol1o~el1tie patients w1th residual raralyela and an equal 
number rro~ other typaa of diaoaooa, such ee g8ll bleddor ailment, 
ul cer of tho stoJr.ach a.nd tho like, and t hat eom.e be t.ekon fl"'lll. 
no:nn.el people as vcll. These ap~cimena vbre das1gneted by letter 
onl y . The conclusions ot thie epoclal co:zrd ttoe from the report 
eubm.1ttod by Dr. Droper of bis examinntiona v Gt-G sa t'ollove : 

~or ulcer end pol1ornselit1e there ere as onny incorr ect 
eo correct dl.!l.gnoaco . For coronaey Md oholeceyet1 tie 
there flr6 more incorrect thP.n correct d148Jloscs . Thare .. 
fore1 tho ~apor diAgnosoa Of th& t'our d1GOd80G listed 
ar-e no better than could be obteirtod thro1.1.gh pure chence. " 

Upon edv1ee of the special committee, t he metter 
"'&8 referred to tbo C<:~~m1tt.aa on V!I\11! aeacorch aa a vhole, vbich 
di sapproved tho epplicat1on by moll. All votoa caot vere for re­
jection except one vhtch vee for deferral for further c~ons:idbrttt1 on. 
Dr . Orapor vee not1f1ed of the cct1on ot' tho CoCD!tt.ee on Januery 
17 , 1945 . The ~iedice.l Director of the N6t1oncl Foundlltion saya : 

"Dr. Draper call ed mo and $&ld that he had given aerlous 
cona1dcn·et1on to addreoe1ng en opon letter to me and h.av-
1fl6 1t publtahftd in The Uov Yor k Timoa1 eettlng forth tho 
fact tmt, vhil o the ont1ro fwtda: of tho Nction.al Found1Jt1on 
were re1aad oo tho bae1e of s~atby for young oh1ldren1 
yet the lia tionel Foundation is not the beat bit lnt.ereated 
1n e t -udy-ing t.heoo chlld..~n ee the hot!t foetor. Dr. Draper 
threatened i n thie convora~tton a number of times to so 
elaevhere for tund..a , and Aleo mant1oned thot he would 
"'rite hi e good frtond, 'Orosideot .Roosevelt obout ue, end 
tbe t he vould include the feet thnt he hnd heArd many 418-
pa raglng remarka trom men voll lmo·Jn in m~dic!ne about tho 
Not1onel FoWld.otton end ito progre.m. " 

I am tnfomod by the Modicel Director of the Ue­
t1onal Foundation that Dr. Draper io nov contemplnting filing a 
nov ttppl1oot1on tor e srnnt ftu~~ tha National Fou.ndllt1on . If he 
doee the t, hte application vtll coma be fore tbe Medical Committees 
tt t their ~etin.g to be held september ll- -l.2, and. tou can bo eure 
i t v1ll receive every proper ooneideretton. 



Mra . Frankl i n D. Roosevelt - ~ -

From the foregotna you will notice t het Dr. 
Morrls Fis hbein ie not e member of the Commi ttee on Vi rus Re ­
search end therefore 1n the fi r st instance hed nothing to do 
with eny of Dr. Draper ' s epplicetiono . At beat , vhen those 
appl ications came up through t he Committee on Vi rus Research 
to the General Advisory Committee of which Dr. Fi shbein ie e 
member, Dr. Fishbein then had "en opportunity to approve or 
disapprove" the ection tek9n below by the Con:mittee on Virus 
Res earch . I don ' t think you expect me to reply ser ious l y to 
t he !'UillOr that "Dr . Fiehbcnn is largely controlling the mod1cel 
policies of the Foundation." It io not a new rumor . l'>o one 
controls the medical policies or any other pol icies of tho 
N8tional Foundation except i ts very intel ligent Board of Trustees. 
You ~ill flnd them ltsted on pages 6 and 7 of the 1944 Annual Re­
port. I feel certain that you will agree with me that it would 
be very di:'ficult for anyone to control that group of gentlemen. 

Dr. J.' ishbein has been a "'ember of t he Medical 
Commi tteea of the N!itionel F'oundation since it was organized. 
No one hea given sreater service or more thought and energy to 
t he \/Ork of the National Foundation over the lest eight years 
than has :n·. Fisl1be1n. His services to the r<r.tionel Foundation 
hevo been lnvolueble . 

The National Fou.'ldstion is reedy, " illing end 
very anxious to spend money in medical research -- intelligently. 
There 8.."6 those , of course, "ho are annoyed \/hen they find that 
getti ng some of the pu~lic ' a money contr ibuted to the National 
Foundat ion ie not a mere matter of fona or pressure . I have no 
intention wha tsoever, however, of putting Dr. Dreper in that 
c1Rs s1f1cetion. However, it is e feet that those who apply 
for grw1ts and f all to qualify ere disappointed; and I think 
we can be cer tain that the rumors to which you refer emanate to 
o very larse extent f rom that kind of source. 

Because I wanted you to know the situation very 
f ully es t o the Draper metter , I hove vritteo you fJt greet length 
end very frenkly end r think it fair, therefore, to request that 
you consider this letter confidential. 

I should be very glod to ha ve you call my !itten­
t1on to any other matters you heve heard of. The National Founda­
tion nays the penalty for not being perfect and for having been 
very successful . This is the kind of thins I em sure you under­
st and. 

Sincerely your s , 

President . 

Encl. 
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