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e May 22, 1046

Dear Georgn: :
’

I have only Just come across
your letter of April 14th, Hecause of
tha avalanche which Aesacnded on us.

Certainly Pranklin Juatified
our aanfidance %-at he oonld go on and
should go on, andi he net the shallenge
fallantly, az you say. "p ta the last,

never hd4ard hils eomplain,

The ~hildren and I are so
than-ful that he went so perncefully.
It vould have dbecn dreadful if he
had %n endure a long 1lliness.

I have hnd ao nany letters
eince he died and hefore from handi-
capoed neonle who “iere piven confidence,
bdcause of what Franklin accomplished,

I feel that that 1s cne of his great
eontritmtions,

¥ith many thanks, I an,
Affeotionately,
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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK »
THE INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
THE SLOANE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN
6312 WEST 168TH STREET
NEW YORK, M. Y.

February 7, 1945

The Editor

The New York Times
Times bBuilding
29%:West 43rd Street
New Lork 18, New lork .
o .8
Dear Sir:

The recent epidemic of infantile paralysis
has again confronted the public and the medical profession with ' L
& unplessant factrﬁﬂfter 25 years and more of intense research Arar)s bt o2
e are still-usable 10 coptrelepidemics-ef the disease arta SHIL oo, & +L”
sure—tilE iMdividual-io tie -seute-stage.

During the past quarter century the major emphasis
in research has been directed at the following important aspects
of the problem:

l. The virus, its nature, biolcgical classzification and
immnunologicel characteristics
<. Epidemiology

3. Animal exparimant&niun i ,e?
4. The clinical picture of the human disease Il
5. Treatment of aftermath paralysis 3? lff &
[ L 5]

All this excellent work has increased immeasurably

our academic knowledge of parts of the puzzle. Actually, however,
as of today, epidemic control does not exist, nor has the prevention
or cure of one single case in the acute stage been achieved by any
outside agent or by any physician. [here have been improvements in
the menagement of the paralysis. Apparantly the only factor of im-
portance wnich has been omitted from the foregoing list of research

topics is the nature of the infected buman subject. It is true that
there have been sporacic attempts to evaluate diferences between
individusls in respect of their susceptibiliiy te the virus. “ut

there has been no well-organized, long-term research such as has
been directed at the virus in different parts of the .country. It r .
is possible wANt tnis personal factor mey have something to do with™VS<:. . .f
the outcome of & bout with the wvirus.

Experience over many years and the recent fi-
gures [rom the National Foundation for Infantile FParalysis indi-
cate that 90 to 95§ of the entire population may have been infected
at some time. But owing to the great range ot intensity from mild to
severe which the disease presents in different individuals it is often
diffiecult and sometimes imjossible to make the correct diagnosis.



Lege two ;
In every epidemic all cases may be roughly claisi-
fied int tiree groups: the mildest which escape detection entirely;
n laree interme.iary group #wlich deveiop no muscular weskness but
con generally be righily diagnoded; and finally the small paralyzed
group suich receives tne bulk ol jojulur attention. In any parti-
cular ¢pidenic the first Lwo groups represent a very large majority
of &1l woose aifected. The reasining smell group, composed of all
degrees ol wmuscle wenlmess, cpproximutes, accoruing to juast experi-
ence, l5% of sil rejorted casea. It i1s indeed lortunate that of' sec

greut a numher nf iufactad }araons 30 few aaach—&pamyurﬁiftiauntngo.

el STRNY | 'Aa L
| s

HHCEH$ incow: lete Uigures from the New lork
eplaenic area report 60% paralyszea;'wnich’ fipurg.chu.lenpges the
above statements. roaever, tie charascieristic of ctnis epidemic has
been the notable miluness of [irst and second group cases without
parclysis. Frobably meny of these were looked upon as "summwer up-
sels" and were not rejoried as infantile paralysis.

Pak e ey
Surmardeing a3t epldemics u striking difference

in susceptibllity end resistance clearly has been observed between
the two lurge grouprs sho do not develop paralysis and the smaller
one whose menlers lose musclie power. Assuming that the virus of any
tiven epidemic presents u fairly constent virulence the difference
between the groups undoubtedly depends upon certain peculiarities
in the total nature of tiie individual child or adult rho becomes
infected.

Unsuccesalul past experience with the diseese’
and our present supine position in respect of its prevention and
tlie cure of its acute-siage subjeets-calls for a new, vigorous snd
sustained reseerch upon the fector of individusl host susceptibility.
Furthermore, we shou.d sirive to remove the primitive concept that
the ecnuse of infantile parslysis is & certain virus"enemy which
atiacks innocent children." The fact should be emphasized that the
ciiild is a3 much the cause ol its own dlsewse as i3 the virus, For
lacking eltner an appropriste wirus or a suitable human subject
with low resistance infentiie paralysis cannot possibly occur.

The poiat of view which hsas been expressed here i
in respect of the disease which just now chiefly occupies heart and
mind spplies equaily Lo ail other human sailments. If the President,
lor exwuple, haa been as susceptible Lo the streptococcus of acute
Fheusuiic Fever anc its severe secondory heart diseuse gs he was
to the virus of infantile paralysis snd its secondary injury he coul
never have carried on in the active und gallant menner which hasz bee
his cutscanding contrivution Lo’ hm;un’:"_urn}t.udg_ :

The cbvious imporiance of still undiscovered forces
within the patient himself is a matter which requires long term or-
gunized research. sMoreover, such a study of personal differences lies
in & Jdifficult and almost untouched field. The problem rresents a
renewed chullenge to the National Foundation for Infantile Puralysis
to whose present camjaign the jublic has contributed so generously.

It is to be hoped thal some of the research battaliona of the Marching
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Oine: Ly De Loy ) inveail ate man's varincla conduet in re-
L ilp with vie virus of scute anterior poliomyelicis. ¢
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Dear George!

I sent your letter to Mr. O'Connor
vho tells ne that all recuests are first
submitted to nedieanl advisers and their
recomnendations are followed, They are
apparently against you.

I have, of course, only the power
of passing along A criticisa such as yours.

The sums ralsed are less than you
thourht and seem wisely spent according to
the report. :

I am sorry I can not be more help-
ful,

Very cordially yours,

S reafelidy O,



r_ .t

THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR INFANTILE PARALYSIS

IR OEEORATED
120 BROADWAYT
NEWYoRR B.NY
BABIL CCONNOR

FRERDENT June 261 lg‘hj-
Mra. Franklin D. Boosevelt,
Hyde Park, N. Y.

Dear Eleenor:

I am very sorry that Dr. George Dreper imposed upon
you ae he cbviously did, from the comments which you made in your
letter of June 2lst to me., In mpuch the seme wey, Dr. Draper has
ceused communicationa of one nature or encther to be sent slther to
me or to the Medical Director of the Netional Foundation from Dr.
Allen Whipple, Deen Rappleye of the College of Physicians and Sur-
geona, Dr. Welter W, Palmer, Dr. Lloyd Aycock of Boaton, Dr. Frank
Cher of Boston, and Mr. Justice Douglas of the United States Su-
preme Court. IT it were not for the distinguished reputation that
Dr. Draper has hed Iin the medical profession, I would have nc heai-
teticon whetecever in describing these tactics by the word "pressure.”

The facts of the cese are very eimple., All appli-
cations for grantea to the Natlonal Foundation have to receive the
recammendetion of one of its medical committess. The Netional
Foundation has a Genersl Advisory Medical Committes, and eub-medical
committees In virus research, research for the prevention end treat-
ment of after effects; educatlon, medicel publications, and in epi-
demice and public health. Enclosed is a copy of the Naticnal Foun-
dation's Annual Report for 1944 in which you will find listed on
rages B to 12 inclusive the members of these committess, consisting
of thirty-eight diatinguished men of medicine and medical science
from ell parte of the country. Thoese men serve without compensaticn.
Moet of them have served since the National Foundation wes crganized,
end in the lesst seven or slight yearsa have rendsred sn outstanding
public service.

These committiess have met with regularity twice a
year slnce the Netional Foundation wes organized; in seasions never
leaa then two days, and heve conaidered with the greatest care every
epplication presented to them. I know that to be the fect, beceuse
I have had the umusual experience of being able to sit through
evary one of thelr meetings. Furthermore; long before each of the
semi-annuel meetings, applications for grente sre sent to them sc
thet they mey have an opportunity to exsmine them snd digest them
carefully before they come to the meetings. Anyones who seeks to
impugn thelr good falth 1s etupid.

Dr. Draper's spplication has come before the Com-
mittes on Virus Ressarch, composed of the following gentlemen:

Capt. Thomas M. Rivers, U.8.N.R.,(Chairman) Director,
The Hospital of The Rockefeller Inatitute for
Madical Reaearch;
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Dr. Charles Armatrong (Vice Chairman), Medical Director,
U. 8. Public Health Service, Natlional Insti-
tute of Health;

Ir. Donald B. Armetrong, Snd Vice President, Metropoliten
Life Insurance Company;

C. A. Elvehjem, Ph. D., Professor of Blochemistry, The
Univeraity of Wisconsin;

Dr. G. W, MeCoy, Director, Department of Public Health,
Louisiesna State University School of Medicine;

Ir. Jamesa 5. Mclester, Professor of Medicine, University
of Alsbems Bohool of Medlcine;

Kerl F. Meyer; Ph. D.; Director, The George Williems
Hooper Foundation, University of Califormia; and

Dr. Max M. Peet, Chlef, Neurc-Surglcal Section, University
Hoepital; Professor of Surgery, Univeraity of
Michigan Medicel School.

After Dr. Droper's application is considered by the
Committee on Virus Reasarch, the action of that Committee, whether
fevorsble or unfevoreble, then goes to the General Advisory Commit-
tes, the composition of which you will find cn Page £ of the anclosed
Annusl Report.

I think it a very sefe statement to make thet all
of the men on the Medical Advisory Committees of the Natlonal Foun-
detion knov Dr. George Draper very well, lmow of hie reputation and
standing, end know of his work.

The following three grants heve been made by the
Natlonal Foundation to Dr. Draper:

$2,900 = from February 24, 1942 - December 31, 19k2

$3,5900 - from Jenuary 1, 194% - December 31, 19k3

2,500 = from Januery 1, 194k - December 31, 194 - with the
term of the grant being extended to April 30, 19LS.

Total: 52 !20{:

The purpose of these grants was "to study the pat-
tern of cell growth in explent from the buffy coet of the blood."

A fourth spplication for & grant for the continua-
tion of this work was consildered by the Committee on Virua Resesrch
of the National Foundation in September, 194Lk. This application
wos referred to a epecial committee of the Committee on Virus Research




Mra. Frenklin D. Boosevalt -1a June 26, 1945,

conaisting of Dr. Thomes M. Rivers, Director of The Hospital of the
Hockefeller Institute for Medicel Ressarch, Dr. Charles Armatrong,
Madical Director, U, S, Public Health Service, Naticnal Inatitute
of Heelth, and Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, Znd Vice President, Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company.

After conferring with some members of thls speclal
committee, it was suggested and Dr. Draper expressed & willingneas
to undertake the exsmination of & mumber of bloods drewn from un-
doubted poliomyelitis patients with residual rermlysis and an equal
number from other types of diseases, such as gall bledder ailment,
ulcer of the stomach and the like, and that some be taken from
normal pecple as well. These epecimens weare designated by letter
only. The conclusions of this specisl committes from the report
submitted by Dr. Draper of his exsminations were as followa:

"For ulcer snd poliomyelitis there are as many incorrect
ag correct disgnoses. For coronary and cholecaystitls
there are more incorrect then correct diegnoses. There-
fore, the Draper diagnosss of the four diseasses listed
are no better than could be obteined through pure chance.”

Upon edvice of the specisl committee, the matter
wea referred to the Committee on Virus Research as a whole, which
disapproved the application by mail. All votes caat were for re-
Jection except one which wes for deferral for further considerstion.
Lr. Draper was notified of the ection of the Committee on Januery
17, 1945. The Medlcel Dirsctor of the Netional Foundetlon says:

"Dr. Draper called me and said that he had given sarlouas
coneideratlion to addressing en open letter to me end hav-
ing 1t published in The New York Times, setting forth the
fact that, wvhile the entire funds of the Netional Foundation
ware reised on the basls of sympathy for young children,
yat the National Foundation is not the lesat bit interested
in studying these children es the host factor. Dr. Draper
threatened in thia conversation a number of times to go
aelsevhere for funds, and also mentioned that he would
write his good friend, ®resident Roosevelt about us, end
that he would include the fect that he had heard many dis-
peraging remarks from men well known in medicine about the
Kationel Foundation end its program.”

I em informed by the Medicel Director of the Na-
tional Foundation that Dr. Draper is now contemplating filing a
new application for a grant from the National Foundetion. I he
does thet, his applicetion will come before the Medical Committees
at their meeting to be held September 1ll-12, and you can be sure
it will receive every proper conaslderation.
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From the foregoing you will notice thet Dr.
Morris Fishbein 18 not » member of the Committee on Virus Re-
search and therefore in the firat instance had nothing to do
with eny of Dr. Draper's applications. At best, when those
spplications came up through the Committee on Virus Research
to the Cenersl Advisory Committee of which Dr. Fishbein is a
member, Dr. Flshbein then had "en opportunity to approve or
disapprove" the asction taken below by the Committee on Virus
Research., I don't think you expect me to reply sericusly to
the rumor that "Dr. Fishbein is largely contrelling the medicsl
policies of the Foundaticon." It 1s not & new rumor. No cne
controls the medicel policies or any other policles of the
Netionel Foundation except 1ts wvery intelligent Boerd of Trustees.
You will find them listed on pages 6 and 7 of the 1944 Annual Re-
port. I feel certain that you will agree with me that it would
te very difficult for anyone to contrel that group of gentlemen.

Dr. Fishbein has been & member of the Medical
Committees of the Netional Foundation since 1t was orgenized.
No one hes glven greater service or more thought end energy to
the work of the Naticnal Foundation over the last eight years
than has Dr. Fishbein, His servicea to the Netional Foundestion
heve heen invelusble.

The leticnal Foundation is reedy, willing end
very anxlous to spend money in medical research -- intelligently.
There are those, of course, who are snnoyed when they find that
getting some of the public's money contributed to the Netional
Foundation is not a mere matter of form or pressure. I have no
intentlon whatsoever, however, of putting Dr. Draper in that
cleasificetion. However, it ia e fact that those who apply
for grants and feil to quelify ere diseppolnted; end I think
we can be certein that the rumors to which you refer emanate to
o very large extent from thet klnd of asource.

Bacause I wanted you to know the situation very
fully es to the Draper metter, I have written you at great length
end very frenkly and I think it fair, therefore, to request thet
you consider this letter confidential.

I should be wvery glad to have you call my atten-
tion to any other matters you have heard of. The National Founde-
tion pays the penalty for not being perfect and for having been
very successful. This 1s the kind of thing I am sure you under-
atand.

Sincerely yours,
:i: : .;;3
President.

Encl.
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