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ARTHUR DUNN
LAWTER
130 WEST 42% STRLET
NEW YORK 10

W

BPR o
April 11th, 1945,

Dear yrs. hooseveltl

1 believe you will find the enclosures of interest as
_they relate to the roll tax md the contests of election of €8
dembers of the House from the seven poll tax States.

1 think you will be especlally interested in the New
York Post clipping sbout value of votes in the Assembly quoting
from "Arithmetic or Revolution".

1 would appreciate knowing whether you have ever read
my book "Arithmetic or Fevolution” which you ordered several
_ months ago. Your opinion of "Arithmetic or Revolution” would
be very much appreciated.

Sinceraly yours,

AD MG ﬁ%ﬂ‘ﬂ DUNN

irs. Eleanor Hoosevelt,
The YWhite House,
washington, D.C.



Reprinted from The Nation, April 7, 1945

Unseat the Poll-Taxers!

R

IRST the Georgia legislature voted three to one to
Fkup'tht poll tax; then it voted three to one for re-
peal. One thing that helped it change its mind was
4 telegram to Governor Amall promising that if the tax were
repealed a campaign to unseat Georgia's ten
wauld be dropped. The telegram was signed by Arthur Dunn
of New York, counsel to the Southern Electoral Reform
League, on behalf of Moss A. Plunkett of Roancke, Virginia,
president of the league. This organization of liberal South-
erners is continuing a campaign against the sixty-nine Repre-
sentatives from the seven remaining poll-tax states. It has
formally notified them of intention to contest their election,
and has presented more than & thousand pages of evidence
to the House Elections Committee to show that their election
was unconstitutional. The last of the law's delays will run
out toward the middle of May, acd the sixty-nine must then
‘appear before the committee and show cause why they should
notbeunmmd,?beyhmnm}-etpmnuduywidmmh
their own behalf. Their time for doing so will expire about
April 7—the date is indefinite because the sixty-nine re-
plied to the notice of contest at different times; after that they
will have thirty days in which to prepare briefs, and then they
must stand trial, evidence or no evidence, briefs or no briefs.

According to the letter of the law their situation is desper-
ate, but all the human factors are on their side. The Elec-
tions Committee is divided into three sections to facilitate its
work; the chairman of the first section is Thomas G. Aber-
nethy of Mississippi, onc of the accused; the chairman of
themmdmionhﬂdﬁmumewufﬂulc-
cused; the chairman of the third section is Hugh Peterson of
Gmrgil,whumo:ighullymofmcmud.ﬂﬂbcothu
members of the committee, three are among the accused and
eleven are Republicans; only eight are Demecrats from non-
poll-tax states. In few actions are the accused so well repre-
sented on the bench.

However, there is good constitutional ground for contest-
ing the scats of poll-tax ives. The Fourteenth
Hmdmhhwnchicﬂyutbeduumﬁ:ofﬂutmp
faceted diamond the “due-process” clause, but it contains
-&:Lﬁ:nm&snlm,lmgmmﬂﬂsmdimm!by
Mr. Dunn: ; .

+ + « when the right to vote at any election for the
choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the

BY J. MITCHELL MORSE

would be entitled to only twenty-three Representatives in-
stead of sixty-nine. Their legislatures would have to call

special elections, either redistricting the states to make g
smaller number of districts or providing for the election of
all their Representatives at large.

There doesn't seem to be much chance that the Elections
Committee will o so far to uphold the Constitution. One
Congressman (old Dunn, ""We're like a club up here in mat-
ters of this kind, so I think your contest is going to die in
committee.” Dunn replied that it was "a matter of the
Constitution against Congressional courtesy.” Representative
Woodrum of Virginia, who favors repeal of the poll tax,
told Dunn that it could be achieved only by public pressure.
Dunn and Plunkett believe their action may be effective in
creating pressure for a federal anti-poll-tax law.

The idea of enforcing the penalty provided in the Four-
teenth Amendment was first put forth by Cunn in a book
“Arithmetic or Revolution?" published inM i,
Glass's newspaper, the Lynchburg, Virginia, Daily Advance,
once called the seventy-two-year-old Dunn a “carpetbagger,"”
which shows what ccotury it lives in, but as a matter of
fact his mother was a Virginia slaveholder and a relative of
Governor Henry Alexander Wise, who refused to reprieve
John Brown. Dunn himself was, if anything, more conserva-
tive than Glass until 1933. He studied economics at Prince-
ton, accepting as.eternal laws of nature the pre-machine-age
theories of Adam Smith, Malthus, and Ricardo. After gradua-
tion he became a corporation lawyer with. offices at 25 Broad
Street, across the street from the New York Stock Exchange.
His social views were just what you would expect: he voted
for Herbert Heover against Al Smith and against Roosevelt
—in fact, the only time he deviated from the straight
G. O. P. line was in 1912, when he voted for Theodore
Roasevelt as a Progressive.

It took an almost fatal accident to make him a Democrat.
On December 21, 1931, he was knocked down by an auto-.
Mﬂ:mdin}mﬁmmﬁjﬂih&ﬁmhﬂnhw
recover. He didn't set foot in the financial district for theee .

The was in full career; the casualty com-
ﬁ?humMmihm in the -
country, paid him $2,500 in settlement of a $5,000 policy; -

a friend, the president of an even firm, told him .
there wasn't a solvent insurance

H

hiz thran snne sl Princsinn sredustas all intallissnt srmns .
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their own behall. Their time for doing so will expite shout
April 7—the date i indefinite becamse the sinty-nine re-
plied to the natior of conees of different times; after that they
will have thirty dap in which to prepare briefs, and then they
mast stand trial, evidence or no evidence, briefs or ao beicfs.

According to the letter of the law their situation is desper-
ste, bat sll the human fsctors ase on thelr side, The Elec-
hons Committee in divided into theve sections to facilitate its
work; the chairman of the first section is Thomas G. Aber-
nethy of Mississippi, one of the soused; the chairman of
the second section is Bd Gossett of Texas, ooe of the sc-
cused; the chairman of the third section s Hagh Peterson of
Georgis, wha was originally coc of Uss sccased. OF the other
members of the commiteer, three are among the sccused and
eleven are Republicans; caly cight are Democrats from non-
poll-tax states. In few actions are the accused so well repee-
sented an the bench.

However, there is good constitutional ground for contest-
ing the scats of poll-tax Repressnfatives. The Fourteenth
Amendment is known chicfly as the dull matrix of that many-
faceted dismond the “duc-process” clause, but it contains
other diamonds also, among them this one discovered by
M., Dunn:

. when the right 1o voie 2t sny chection for the
chodoe of elecion fos Proiidens snd Vies Presideni of ks
Umited States, Represcatatives in Congress, the exerutive
and judicial officers of & state, or the members of the
legislatmre therend, i dendied to any of the male inhabi-
tants of such state, being iwenty-one years of age, and
citizens of the United Ststes, or in any way abridged
excepd fod participation in rebellion, or other crime, the
basis of representation therein [ie. in Congress] shall be
reduced in the propoction which the number of such male
citizens shall bear 1o ihe whale mumber of male diizeni
rwenty-one yeams of age in such state®

After the decennial cemsus of 1940 the Scventy-seventh
Congress was required by the same amendment to deter-
mine the number of Representatives to which each state
wis entithed by its population. This it did. It allotted nine
to Alsbama, seven to Arkanuas, seven to Misstssippi, six to
South Carolina, ten to Tennessee, twenty-one to Texas, and
nine to Virginia. In all these states payment of & poll tax is a
precequisite for voting. The following table shows the aver-
age percentages of possible voters who actually voted in the
last three elections

Pall-Tax Stater Now-Pall-Tax Starei

1940, . cranies 2h per oEnl Th per cent
1942 % " ap v o
-2 PR, « 21 L]

Such figures, says the Southern Electoral Reform League,
indicate that the poll tax shridges the right to vote, As a
matter of fact, when the Virginia tax was provided for at
the stabe constitutional convention of 1901, Senator Carter
Glass was very Frank shout ity undemocratic purposs:

The chicl parpose of this convention W to smend the
wuifrage clawse of the existing constitutionn, It does not
requere musch prescience 1o fosetell that the alterations
which we shall make will not apply to “all perscns and
classes without distinction.” We were sent here to make
distinctions. We expect to maxe distinchions. We will
nake distleceions,

In 1939 the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals held that
the pall tax was primarily intended, not to produce revenue,
bt to limit the suffruge [Campbell v, Goode, 172 Va. 463,
7 5.E (2d) 436).

If the penalty were emforced, the seven polltax stabes

* The wurd “mab™ wes made puperfosis by e Hiscieodl Amssdimesm
b i bid s w el b e

& “earpetbugger,”
which shows what costury it lives in, but as »
lmlﬂ.ﬂhtm;h.hh-bnbﬂhud s relative of
Governor Henry Alexander Wise, who refused to repricve
Joha Rrown, Dunn himaell was, if anything, more conserva-
pee than Glass wntil 1934, He studied cconomacs st Prince-
ton, acceping s cbernal lows of nature the
thearizs of Adem Smith, Malthus, and Ricardo. After gradus-
tion he became o corpotation lawyer with offices at 23 Broad
Street, scross the steeet from the New York Stock Bxchange.
His social views were jost what you would expect: he voted
lor Herbert Heover against Al Smith and ageinst Roosevelt
—in fact, the only time he devisted from the steaight
G, O, P, line was in 1912, when be voted for Theodore
Roossvelt as & Progressive,

It took an almost fatal sccident to make him o Democrat.
On December 21, 1931, he was knodeed down by an sisto~.
mabile and injured so soverely that it took him five pears tos
revover. He didn't set foot in the financial district for three -
years. The depresion was in full career; the casaslty com-
pany in which be was insared, one of the largest in the
country, paid him £2,%00 in settlement of a $3,000 policy; .
i friend, the president of an even lurger firm, told him
there wasn't o solvent insurance company in the United States ;
Wi three sana, afl Princeton gradustes, all intelligent young -
men, were all unemployed; two of them voted the Socialist
ticket in 1932, Thus Ducn, who had always been an em-
ployer, saw the depresmsion e if through the eyes of & man
out of work. The corpacation lawyer began for the first time
to doubt that Adsm Smith was the Messigh. On May 31,
1934, following doctor’s orders, he started out on & leisarely
automabile trip that lasted two and o half pears, covered
42,000 miles, and took him through forty-four states and &
part of Canada. He had no time-table, no fxed itinerary; he
stopped wherever he felt like i, staping sometimes o day,
sometimnes & week, locking around and asking questions, He
saw the Mew Deal at work, and was converted.,

He began to write down his impressions, and a converss-
tron with & pewipaper editor led to the production of « daily
colusnin, “The Compass,” which eventually was syndicsted to -
seventy papers. This continued until the fall of 1936, when
he cume out for Roosevelt, When that happened, 90 per cent
of the newspapers dropped his column and Duna dison-
tinsed it. By that time he wes back in New Yock and had '
resumed his law practice, which he still continues, In 1944 |
he organired the Parents and Wives of Fighting Americans, |
Inc., to agitate for & quick federal ballot for service men; it
has since developed a broad liberal program and is now an
ally of the Southern Electoral Reform League in the fght
aguinst the poll tax.

Moss Plunkett, president of the Southern Electoral Re-
foem League, must be equally mcomprehensible to those whe
think of reformers in the terms of & J. N. Darling cartoon.
His family has been in Virginia for three hundred years,
slaveholders, Revolutionary patriofs, and Confederste pa-
triots. He himself saw acticn st Chatesu Thierry, Bellean
Wood, and St. Mihiel. Yet he works for progressive causes!
It was largely due o his effcrts that the Virginia legislatare
last year provided funds to double the salaries of grammar-
school end high-school teackers in the state, which then aver-
aged $14 a week,

Duann and Plunkett are not alone in their fight. They have
the active support of the National Committee to Abolish the
Poll Te, the MNational Aweiation for the Advancement of
Celared Prople, and the C 1, 0. But they are choered most
of all by the fact that s number of youth organizstions, on
their own initistive, dre conducting o campaign to have their

members’ parents write & million letters 1o Congres.
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