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Our 'Ars. Rooeevel t t· 

1~0 ., • .,. • •• at~n:u 

••• voaa •• 

J!I'H u • • ,) 

· April 11th, 1945. 

1 believo 70u •'fill finA the encloour e• of i nterest ae 

. tb07 rolste to the noll tax 11nd the con teste of election of 68 

:lectbero ot the House troa the seven poll tax States. 

1 think ;rou will be oepecial.l,r int erest ed ln the Ne" 

Xor>< Poet clipping abo.lt Yallle of YOt.ee in the Au4i<bly quotinj! 

from "Arl thootic or Revolution" . 

1 would appreciate kno:dn" )lbetber you bne ever reed 

my book •Ar i tbmetic or 1\,volution• which you ordered seYor al 

""nths Aj!O . Jour opinion or "Arithmetic Dr Revolution" ,;ould 

be ••1"7 IIIIIch appreciated. 

AD:MG 
E!IC. 

ura . E:le.,nr Rooseval t , 
1'be l'ihite Houee, 
Washington , D.C • 

·-

Sincerely your•, 

I 

.. 

.· 

·. 
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Reprin:ted from The Notion, April 7, 1944-

Unseat the Poll-Taxers I 
.. .. JI • .., ..... BY J. MlTCiiELL MORS~ 

FIRST tbe Georgia kgisluure voted thrtt to one to 
u.p· ~ poll tax ; thtn it voted three to one for reo 
pta!. One t.bing that hdptd it dwlgc its mind wu 

a tdegnm to Governor Amtll promising that if the tax wtrc 
reptaled a cunp&ign to unseat Georgia's ttn Coogrcsrmen 
would bt dropped. Tbr tdegram wu signed by Atthut Duoo 
of New York, counsd to the Southttn 1!Jcdora1 w­
Leagut, on bt.ba.lf of Moss A. Plunkett of Roanoke, Vif&inia, 
presidmt of ~ league. This organiutioo of Ubcnl Soutb­
ornen i• contiouin1 a campo.ign apioot the sixty-nlae lleple­
stntalives from ~ kVm remaioint poll-tu - It hu 
formally notiliod them of intention to ~ their ....._, 
and bu prettnted mote .than s ~ pea-s ol m.._; 
10 tbt Ho- Elections Conunitt<e to show that !heir el«tioD 
!'U unconstitutional. The l i!t of ~ law's clelap will ""' 
out toward ~ mlddlt of May, and the siody·Dine - then 
•PI'"' before the committee 111d show..- ...., Iller....,... 
not bt uosated. Tbry bave not yet p-ed 1111 e9iclmce in 
their own bth:>Jf. Their time (or clolJI8 10 wHl apire about 
April 7--d>e date is indclinite bcauor the sUcty·nine re· 

'plied to the ~of coot..r at clilfeftm times; alta thatthoJ 
will bave thirty da)'S in which to ptepare briJt, and thea thor 
must stltld trial, evidence or no evi~ briefs or 110 briJa. 

According to tbt Iotter of tbt law thftr lituation is clespet· 
ate, but all the human foctors are on tMit side. Tbr Elec­
tions Committee is cli•idtd into thne S<Ctiaat to fldlilale ill 
work: the chairman of the lint section is n-. G. Abft. 
nethy of Mislisoippi, one of tbt accwed; the ~ of 
the JCCOnd J<Ctlon is Ed Go.uelt of Ttn~, oae of the IC· 
cuscd; the chairman of the third s<Ction is H..,t. PeteDOG of 
Georgia, who wu orisinally one of U.e accuoec1. Of the o111a 
mtmbets of~ committee, thne are among the accuxd and 
elnm ace Rtpublicans; only eight are Democrats from non· 
poll·tax states. In few llt'tions ate tbt a<rosed 10 well .repre· 
sented on the beoch. 

H-evu, tbtte is good ~ gow>d for ccatat· 
if1S tbt Jails ol poll-tu ~· Tbr POUttemtb 
Am d- is ~mow., chiely .. the dull matrix of that many­
faceted .ua-d the "due-process" d.-, but it coDialnt 
lither cliunonds also, amon& them this one clitetntred by 
Mr. Dunn: • • 

• • • •heft tbc n&ht to voce at ..., ....._ ,_ tbo 
dlloice ol ct«ton fot Pcuhk nt lid fte'Pitllatit Of'"'rtlt 

would bt entitled to only ~ llpc11 2 riwa ~ 
stead of sixty·niM. Their iepslllutel ..W line 10 call 
special elections, either redistrktia& die - 10 alar I 
s.maller number of di!tlicts or p-ldinJ lot the eJeceioD ol 
all thc:-ir llepr~ntativcs at 1u,.. 

Tbrre doesn't seem to be IIIUdl dlaacc that the Eluct!oe• 
Committee will tp so far to upldd the C• • ~ 4 ' 111 0. 
Coo8feSSDW1 told Dunn, "We're like a dub up heft Ill !lilt­
ten of thb kind, so I think JOUf oontat is ...... 10 clie Ill 

•i«ee :· Duan replied that it wu "a ..t?u of die 
c •"'••· ....... eonp.ioeal COIIIIIIIJ." I I I . ... 
,..._ of V'~rpia. wbo fnoa !epeU ol die pallia, 
told Daan that it could bt adlined oolf by public r •. 
Daan and Plllllk<tt btl~ their ection ay be dtdift Ill 
creatlllf r II II~ for l (edcn.J anti·poll-IU Jaw. 

'J1Ie ,_ ol ...Corcina the paot11y pcoridcd ia the .._. 
tealdt Am 'm "'was 6nt put fOitb br "'7~aJ: /tl1/. ~ " Atitbmdic: ot Revolution?" puhlithc.cl Ill / f" 
G lao'o newspaper, the Lynchburg. Virplf, CHil7 Atl-t#, 
once allcd the seventy·two-,.r-old Dwu. a "curd ,.,, .. 
which shows what c:n1uty it Jna ia, llut u a - ol 
fact his ~ wu a Virginia olas I Ida &Gd a tdllift ol 
Gotemoc Henry Alexander Wile, who mlllltl 10 ,..,.... 
Jolua Brown. Dwu. hinutlf was, if anJ(hU.,. - • rrw• 
tm than Glw until t9H. He ll>ldicd o """"' at ~ 
ton, ocaptin1 as.mmal laws ol-die pee ncr* ' 1 .. 
theories of Adam Smith, Maltb-. &Gd J.icardo. Alta ..... 
rion bt btame a eorpofllioa S.wya with o6.. Ill Z' 11114 
Street, across the str<tt from the Nnr York SIDck 1r1w., 
His social vi~ were just wbAt JOU would apett: be ...... 
ror Herbert Heaver againtt AI Smidt &Gd ....... ~ •* 
- in fact, the only timr he dcinr I c- the ...,_. 
G. 0 . P. liM wu in 19t2, when be .-.1 t.r '111Dad11e 
Roo.<n'elt as a ProB""'ive. 

It took an almost fatal 111«Mioat 111 lllllre llial a Dw-. 
Oo Decaobtr 21, 1931, he -' :Md ... br • ..,..., 
niOI>ik and injured 10 severely !bat it eoc*lllua he ,.... to' 
m'Oftt. He didn't set foot ia die = W clil?dct fw ..... , 
yean. Tbr dcpraston was in full ~ die _., -
pany in which bt - lnaiNd. - ol die .... • die 
~. paid Ibm Sl.500 in ..,, 2 ., • ., ... ,.uc,:: 
a friead, die pr t' l n1 ol u - ...... ..W lllua • 
...__.,a,._ i,unnce • 1 s:-...r ' tt ; 
hie ...,..,. SftA4 ..... I - I ... I a .. I • • 2 - ' 



...... -
dwit .... bcft,a,l( 1111'1111 ..... ..... 

A'priJ 7-tiN .... l.t ..S..u ...._, .. _,. ..... .., 
pllod"' .... ootlc. o( ........ . - ... , ., ... .., 
wm tww dllrtr .,,. l11 • 11l<h hi PftpUe bnrle, -1 tt... -, 
I'IMf «!WI u.ali, cvl._., • no ntdtftc~. bt'd'J 01 .o tww ... 

A«otdiftl to lht- l.tltr olct. J.w tbdr llltwrion h..,_,. 
ut, W Ul • ......,. t-..on •re .. ddt lidt. 11M l!3to 

,_ c-...c. .. ·~ ....... ~to ttc.&J .... ib 
...-. lhr ~ o1 1k "- ...- » n-u G Abtt-

-·W--<1""..._.·*-ol 
tt.r _..., ..._ • f4 G-8 ol Ton. _,. Ill dw IC• 
OIMIIII; -., ....,_ fll .... llllor4 J«1J00 • fLip r.u.. tl 
Gdltp. .......... ~ .. oiUo~ .ec:a.d. Oldlt odlct 
'*'*no/ dw c~. tt.cft' a« WDDriC &be tehMd ...,; 
rinotn ...,. ·~~~(alb, oofJ ~-be at~ Oaooaatt. ( I'CD .... 

)!Oll-u.. t~•tn. In f~ tc11101b a« tlw .mned • -.u ttf'fl• 
K'tlllcd 01\ l.bt broth 

lfowtvct, t}w,.. b good t'CIMI..It~J JtOUnd for CQM~·· 

IllS the te'l41 of poll•tu llrpreteru.tivet. The tr01m «ffdd 
AMmdttwriC It kno-·" c:h1tllJ .. t.ht duU l'l'llUiJI of dial Mall,. 
famed cUa.moed cht ''dur-pt«at .. d.ux, buc it QDft4•1M 
edwc diamoocb •ho. alt'IOnl tfwns thit enc duoeo•rttrd by 
Wt. DoM 

. ..... .... ...,. .. """* .. .., dla.- .... 1M 
4o.c.., ~ ... ,.,_._. ..... ,...._..._.._. .J .. 

u.. ... lulft, ~""""' • c-,-. .. ,..,..,... 
... ;..lia.al~-· .......... ~., .... 
""'~., . .................. _,. Cll die- .. ....w. 
tl:llb llf ..0 -- .... t•tNJ~ 7UU 91 ~1/4 ...., 
rit~_.. ol t1w U.tN 6utu. er in .u~y ••1 -'l>r~ 
n«pt lw pMtldpftMI le •ddlioft. or other c:ritnt. rlw 
lw._-' ttp«HI't.-tim tbtftio'l (I c. Ia ~tul ah.Jll he­
ted\1«4 lr~ dw f'tOponlon which dw ftutnbtt of 11Kb "''k 
ririucu •hall bt•r to the .,bo!, 111Ulflbcr of nulc d •ll«:nt 
I'W;rftfJ~ fUU o( '~ !11 tUIC:It t.Utt. • 

Afttr !.he ~..; (tnt~.tt ot 1940 the $eo.omtr~CVMCh 
Cdn~,;rn. ..,.... ,.ted bJ the Mmt .a.mmdmmt to ~. 
miM d• ,......, • ~.-a 110 Oll'hiQ cO .... 
.. U <:nlidnf ., 0 ,..,.a....o... Thl:t II 04. l:t alJotk.d tuat 

t0 ~ ~ • Ad.u~ ..,.. 10 MU~U~~fP~.. • • .. 

Soudt U..C..... '"' • Y~. ~ 110 T~ ... 
•inc to Yit.-. t. .t.U 6tw .-. p.pae~~~ .t .a poll In ,. , 

pou: ; ·•• lw ..-..,.. n. ,.._1110« ~ shows rht ·~ 

"~ pt'I'UftCAfel • ,... ... "'ftQ -- .acruan, ~nt In tl!v 
b.if thr« rt«r*' 

hll T .u fl,.ltr 
1,.10, , ., , , ... U per «:ttl 
l!MJ. ) .. 
Ji-11 ... .. . ... . l l 

,, ... ,..Jt.r- Sr41,. 
a pu (MI 

..~, .. " 
60 .. .. 

S&dl ipm, YJ'I lht Souchcrn Eleaoul ltfona ~. 
~t l.h.U tJ~e poll t.u ~ chc tfshl u. YCQ. N • 
ftWttt ol Ita. "'""'- l,hc Vlrpna tu """ pro"rided lOt "' 
dit .-....: ~ ...... ~ ol 1901, s-:.... eu.'" 
Gla .. .,. ""J '""* ,.,_ t~t purpow~ 

.,.,.. diiW ,. ..... ., ... _..,..... ........... 

... _, ..., da.-. .t * ~ tr · _.., lr 4oft • 
,.,..." -' ,.,..,._, • fut'tdl tbt die ll!h:ta._. 
• llidi .. ............ .. .,.,.., .. - .. penGIM .... 

dula .. ruo. ·-~ Wt Wfff .. ""'' to llft kt 

dUwlnioM, 'tVr Ul"t(t to II»U tkJbiiiCbOI:II.. W. wtl 
:n.t.b .Aill'll'l(rioN, 

In 19)9 tbt Vltllt1LI "-'pmn.r Coun of Appult btld dte1 
tbr poU UJt wu ptlmt11ly lnttndtd, noc to prod\lCr m-tnuf, 

'-t lo li.Mit tbt JUIJn$' (C...!HIJ "· GHtlr, l72 Va. 46). 
1 s. E. (2<) <><1) . 

If d. pcnaltJ wttt t!W~ chc 1tvm pOll tu 11t1ttt ....... - ................... .._........._ ...................... 

...... ,_,,...... ..... _ - ,.._.,c- .. ..... (q,/_~ 
-A.-.... • ....... r ,......... r....-. ~ / r-
c.w • ._ ..... ,....-.. y .... D.#)-· 
Mtl: o.1.4 • • .,..., ,_,.old 0.. • ··cu; t • .... 
wfl.ldt ........... ~ k u .. "'· .... .. . - ., 
I.U hb mochn ~ • Ylr1W. tJ,a~ ltftd 1 ......... ol 
Ciow:f.-~ Ala:ut4tt ,, ... wtr.t m...a .. ,....... 
,. .,,....., l>u:M ..... lf ...... lt ~~~~ ... t-... 

tl"'t ... cr.. IDil ,,)}. He ...... tCOIIIOMkl• Priace-
-. IO.Tpbi\IIJ. C!lttul bwt ol ....... the ,.. .. __ " ___ .......... 1\.f ... ,.._ 

...... bcamt • ClllltpOtlbOII .. .,.. .... .... J) ..... 
!ftftt, l(ftllll _. .,_ t._ Ilk New Y-.4t ~ ~ 
Hu tiiDC&I ..-,.,wen .... ._.._ ,.. ...W aped .. ....,. 

(., Hnktt tkoru ..... AI s.A 614 ...... a-..lt 
... (Itt, dv _.,.-- ............. ,,... - .,.., . 

G 0 P hl)l wu m 1912, ....._ ht "'CC'd fot 'l1lcollon 
JltOOOIC"'dtiliP~c. 

It toolt an. &!moM IIIII .cddrnt to flli4c h&m a DlMocn&. 
On D«nnbtt 21. 19)1, lw wu kl~~Xbtf ..... .,. Ill IUito­

II'IGblle .,.,d 'nju.rcd ~ W'I'C«ltrNc It c~ htll'l fi~ ran to\ 

f'ft'O\'tt He: dtdn'c ~ Sooc lll tbr. lln•tldal. 4Uetrkc lot ttv- • 
)'tm. t1w ~ruMOa .,..., te luJJ "-'m1 cht w.Uif <'0111-­

Jlltlr aQ wb.dl ht .,....,, itlliiilred, one el U.. t.,.. in dw 
"*""'J'• pU bua $1,)00 1ft 1ctdmwo1 el • f).000 paiCy: . 
• '""*'- tt.. ~ o1 .. ~ "'an ,,., ..w .... • 
*" .. ,.., • -~ '--"" c.oallpMf.dlltU...N 5t-.: .... ~-. ... ~.,......,.all~,... 

--., -.n dJ I' ;tAo t-. . .... toOIN ct. SoOdilt 
ldet 1ft 19)l. n.s ~ ... w .:.-.,. e... .. ~ 
f"ortt, ,_. tbr deptni!Ce .., lf dt,... the qoa ol • .IMil 

out ol ,.,..,.., 1'hr ~.lbOa .... ..,.., -... fot tht Ant tiaw 
to liiNIM thai: lldam Smrth .....,. tht M.Hii't.h, 0. ltlat R 
19}4, foUo•illJ doct.or' • ordtr~o he .umd Olill o. • ldwttly 
ofutOMObilc trip tl\&t ll sttd CWO Md 1 1\ll( J'bllS, tovered 
0,000 milb, aad took him cbrou3h fonr•four lllt:a aad 1 , 
I"'" ol C' .... n.ula. H t had no rimo·c.J)I•. DO bN ttWrt.l)': lw 
"orptd •htN:Ytt ht Cdr lib ... .e•fi"l tomedmtt a day. 
~mtt • W!:.'tk., Jook.m& atOUOd Uld ~ CfY"tiON. Ht 
MWI.bt Ntw I)QJ: II .uk, uwJ .... ~. 

Ki! ~~lft to ...,q .... !Itt .... ' aa4 I ~· 
biM ... ~I MW'IIplfn ~ W to tJac ~ o/ t. _,. 

--.. ""T'W Gompus.- •Wa ......... .,. .... ~ • • 
.... ... , f"'prn TlaaJ; CON~ Wlhl tt. hJI .t 1')6. -ka. 
hot CIIM .... f« ~ 1l"aan ... h.&ppneci. po ptf UDl 

., tlw M:Wlplpt:U cftopprd bu "*- .... 0... ditcJo. 
tt."'Md it. By dw tl.."'Dt he wu bt.d: U. N.w Ycd IOd ll.ad 
'~ ho.1 law pnalc~:, wthc .. he 11111 ~ fn 1M4 
M .,,.n~ILhc hrenD Md w,Yfl o1 Flfhrit~~ Amtdat.ct., , 
II'IC', u. .-,.it.t.t~ I« • quick l«"dtnn Mllor for M'r'l'k« ma~: it 
h.u .!._. dn-dopM • btotd l;bcn J prOJrt.m -...cl it now an 
ally of Lht Southcro Elcooral Jlt.cform Lta""' in the fi.&ht 
~I'IM fht poll tu. 

Mow Vl.ri:ftt, pcui4bt ol dw $authttn !leaot.l I.e• 
IC~Ja l.a~ ewt be: equa!l, e r tmtihk co dloM: wtwt 
~ til tdonotn tn the ~ ol 1 J N DNU., CW100a. 

u. f&IJIIdr ta. bece • , .. .,,... r. ~taret ....-.. ,..,..... ... ....._ ,_._'1- ... Cool ...... ,.. 

"*" lit a.-61 - t.CIIIDil • a..... 'rWmJ, ..... 
WOCIII,. .-1St. ).Chid, Yet a. wotb t.. ~ c..es! 
k W"t.t larrrr• co hu cfcm dwM dw Vir~ lc~ 
b.Jt Jftf fiCO"l4ed fot:tdt co ..... the ....tann ol ,....,.. 
IChool and b!ptcbool tnd.n i• th!f uu, whkh tbm '"'"' 
~ .1 <4 I ..-eck. 

0\IM •oil Plun.btt art noraJoftc '" thdr 'Pt· 'Dq htft 
the ltl-'" 1uppon ol dw N.t!IOiuJ CotMUt!" to Aboifah thr 
r.,u 1 ,,. IIIC NJ.tiotaj A-.iarico fot clw Ad¥~ ol 

~ f'tork, &od tht c. '· o. &.I ""' 6ft cJw.m4 -
of t il by tht faa dut • nu.l!llbrt of )'OUdi..,..W...tloM. 011 
,...., o-a toltiau~ an «<ICbatt~~l • ~ eo~ ctwW 
~ Jlttmb tlritc I ~~- ........ c...-. 
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