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L"' ' ASBISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
k. WASHINGTON

April 3, 1946

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt!

I referred your letter of March 14 and the
enclosed excerpts from a Dutch dlary to our
political officers who are concerned with the |
Dutch East Indies. I am enclosing a copy of [
their comments.

I am not sure whether these comments answer
all of the questions you had in mind. If not,
let me look into this guestion further.

With my good wilshes,

Sincerely yours,

Py =

Enclosure William Benton
A oam 2o
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt M
Hyde Park, s L
[uchess County, Lo p _E‘ M
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tten in Java, and sub-

From information obtained from the Netherlands Embassy
in Washington, it appears that the Netherlands authorities
hope ﬂmtutlir to able to evacuate from the Netherlands
East Indies some TO ﬂgg‘rr:m-. It is understood that as
a result of the pul.{t disturbances, lack of shipping and
the inability of the British and Duteh authorities concerned
to provide other te r;g housing facilities, it has been
necessary for nhﬂut.gg. rsons to remain internment
camps while awalting evacuatiom.

No official Red Cross reports are yet avallable concern-
ing ing conditions in the internee camps, although early press
reports indicated that conditions were deplorable. More recent
press reports would seem to indicate thatthe conditlions de-
seribed in Mr. Van der Laan's diary have considerably improved
in the last two months. The Chicago Tribune of February 18, 1946
carried an article by Harold Smith from Batavia which ltltmi
that information obtained from two Swiss representatives of
the International Red Cross, who had just returned from a two
weeks' tour of 50 camps in unoccupled Java, indicated that
there was little evidence of malnutrition and no evidence of
deliberate mistreatment but that there was a eritical shortage
of medical supplies. The Ewlss representatives re
found conditions in the camps in Java to have been better than
thug:.; they had previously visited in Germany, Egypt, and the
=] .
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His very last letter,dated December Gth.conveyed the sad
news of the murdering in the night in Handung of my. '%m—
law and the hospitalization of my" u;'}ﬁ‘a “hex | een year-
old son with shotwounds., My other sister who is still interned
in a camp with her hu'%\‘?nd_mlld ‘Elé.l,}_!# Ml children,living in the
same town,cannot reach her because of streetfighting.

It is thersfore that T took the liberty of making an extract
from some of his letvsrs amd,knowing the true #rienaship you and
your great Hushand Nave Slways sHown towards our nation, I beg
you to consider my plea in giving publicity to any part of this
extract whichever you may think helpful in this cause,hoping that

1t may bring qulek help and relisf 'Hirun our pt'brll over there
. oF akley

L S 1

are murdered or lost.
1 knew that the public is rather tired of atrocity-stories,
but I kmow too that it will 1dsten to the ﬂsm*aﬁ*mm
uwm things WitH his own eyes....if you intro-
inoesdim Qedsred il (IR b dros fsgel biib bna ssntod-wed ol
With best wishes and the despest ﬁnm‘g"uf‘fgriﬁ%"}ior all
yon and your country have slready done @lor the' restdration of
pesce and justice in this unhappy wotld ,and partioularly for ;
"w 5 BT viinnnlwed snid nl .."'{l.‘l.'l ald" Yo sinpoooa
[ wk 1. remain;dear Maden)yours aincetely, :
{odut Gra derdlel 1o sasdrode edd Jo elangs -ﬁﬂ' m“

?i"- l‘wﬂmw;.;h:ri-:ﬁ wii? To goldad &




Qotdber 6th.

‘dings; a few of them,though physically as bad!
whisper

wara
for mhnn :r!.mht
Ry b
fornllm“ut ssveral big
with Japanese officers who
wﬂtmttono ﬂm
wWe

- Here I found the fhrst Interness-camp,where our fellec
men 8till live just as they d.ﬂt under the Japs,
the camps there is no sefety f s
Lg;‘lom a little, thamks to the Red Cross,

ELE ; ell was filthy,dirty,decrepit;barbed i

,anl.:r matresses, but not even one rwm

‘hul in millions and mo nets 1 Most of the:
miserably and nearly senseless around,unaware of

reg ged me ; one could only: f BAS
blind ,all because of vit -shortage - an -I!:I.'r 4

c-d.a:.r I visited Camp Tjidengwhich is the worst I ha
sofar. It consists of several very small huur 5
sgueezed as many women and children as inte
—luhnu.nnfﬂummntahltﬂlﬂ
86 women w their matresses on the bare floor
children ora over them leaving not m'ﬂlﬂlﬂ:
Not a single chair or tablejthey had to do thei:
heat of the sun outside,on wood or charcoal, 'm
and American women tnﬁnhuhmmm-m :
Years under the J ‘

........



aa.zl the Japs put down the food in the
btidding them to touch it unless 8
ed for firewood thwy bréumght in
without any toola te work with. :
November 4th. To-day I have been here a whole month
T over this month I feel a great 3

every day some of us are mﬂd-m-m % :

ternees that are fittest have tried to do some
achieve less, The food for all of ud

after 1 or 2 hours they had to give up and every day %



the J -m get,as is reasona
Nowember latﬂﬁ &md to drive ul ‘lﬂ.t . i

December 2nd, To-day I got the following letter from your jy
Bandung

ners-of -war Ind- ~WOrse

etbattle; lttn the driver drove on at T -]
nm.‘-.ﬂdllhlrinml 8,where we could not pr
ther and had to witness the % E S
lmemlmi“-lfﬂ%dfﬂ 4 wed
you see no people re,the shops are mes
donesians flee from - i . not dare r
vene out of fear of their country-men ‘it 1d just the sa
with the servants : they are threatened if TR '
us which all of the older Javanese m h
bcun HEy ¢ m i T =

nave kI IF1ng Gh "DApPDY 7§
th-n n;im. I1= hakad me ud o Iu-
rascals of m%{ 1%:: 15 s

a Japansse
centius-hos 1h1 were found
guns and 2 a8 filled ﬂtn

l.w!::l.l;r +the Brtiish have dec .
ceeded ‘h ﬂTl ‘back a little hog
endursed the maltreatment of the Iapl Hﬂ.n
very much more of this misery.

about the dreadful affliction of m
""hear T.,I don't kmow if

u already
w.“h“m this
Lot el shds Tl Hwre
11
ago




/0f doderess

of & time in whioh a child of like
this through the telephone in this unnatural way.-And it seems
that the Hospital 18 also surrounded and will have to be esvacua-
ted,thatotmstolaay : the healthy

found re thers from their burnt-down houses in the neighbour-
hood must leave.We have

3 children must comes to the

famp is not much less, - I}h dnlr 8 is no time to live in,
please do be o ! There are apth:l.lt:l.e rumours in our camp
over real the attitude of the Allies towards us -
Will they reall ow at t that this l1s ng bLE: but -

At least we l:I.ﬂ together tln-nuﬂpgin

receive from Batavia I get the ssion that life is s
same overthere as it is here : a real Wild West, I don't leave
the camp anymore. I wish I could go to the Hospital,but it ia
impossible although it is only a quarter-of-an-hours-drive from
here, I don't know how he died : perished in the flames or killed
by knives ow shot ? And I even don't kmow if he has been buried.
As soon as I know more I shall write you again.

We would be delighted if you could come here,there will be _
room for you at moment ,but I would not advise you to come,
it is a ocomplete witch's den here and deadly « And any-
how there is only a mailsarvice betmeen cur two
help we get in our need is ,....from the Japs 11 'lhﬂnlﬂﬂ.ﬁ ave
dreamt of this a year ago in the times they maltreated and st
ved us ! I have constant imaginations of a :rlﬂ.iu ﬂm

tand $roopfoarrying red-white m and that ias
Jﬁ"%m

I do not think that I hnvq Yo add u.u{ﬂnu m- hﬂw,m the
bitter statement that 11‘- is thus that thousands of :
atj.ll liﬂ 1n dead lang 1T monGhs [

what pened to theam | hﬂm—
law was one of thelir best -dvncnhl as lun; u thuir demands
ware decently proposed - this is the sad imy of Fate | Let's
hope that he died gquickly . Yours il
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