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AllltTAifT KCIIET-~ ITAft -·-

April ) , 1946 

Dear Kra. Rooseveltt 

I refer red your letter of March 14 and the 
enclosed excerpts tros a Dutch d i ary to our 
political officers who are concerned witb the 
Dutch Eaat Indies . I am enclosing a copy o f 
the ir comments . 

I 4m not sure whether these coJacents answer 
all of the ques t i ons you had 1n mind. It not, 
l et ae l ook int o this question further. 

I 
with QY good wishes , 

Sincerely yours , 

Enclosure 
~~ 

William B«>ton 

l 
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1D JaYa, a.n4 .W... 

Prom intoraation obtained trom tbe letberlanda ~baaa1 
in Waab1ncton1 it appear• that tba letberlanda autboritlea 
hope nentuall7 to be able to evacuate troa th41 Jietberl&Dda 
Eaat Indies some 70 000 rraona. It 11 UDderatood that u 
a r esult of the polltlca disturbances , lack of ab1pp1n& &D4 
the inability of the British and Dutch authorities concerned 
to provi de other te11porary bouainc tacilltlea, it hea been 
necessary tor about 3~ , 000 persona to remain internment 
camps while awa1t1n& eYacuat1on. 

No official Red Croaa reports are yet a•ailable concern­
ing ing condi tiona in tho internee camps, al tho\llh earlJ preu 
reports indicated that conditions were deplorable. More recent 
press reports would seem to indicate tbatth41 conditione de­
scribed in lir. Van der Laan' a diary have conaidarabl7 tapro•ad 
in t he last two months . The Chicago Tribune ot February 18 1946 
carried an article by llarold Smith fro• Bata•ia whlcb atat;A 
tbat information obtained from two Swiae representatives or 
the International Red Croee, wbo had juat returned rroa a two 
weeks' tour or 50 campo in unoccupied Java, indicated that 
there was l ittle evidence or melnutrition and no eYidence or 
deliberat e mistreatment but tbat there was a critical ehortace 
of medical supplies. The Swisa representatives reportedlJ 
found conditions i n the camps in Jan to have been better than 
those they bad previously visited 1n Ger.any, ECJPt , and the 
Sudan. 
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B1a .... ~ bat latter ,dated lie-liar 6th. oollft,.4 the aa4 

ne .. of the IIII.Nartna 1n t he nisJlt 1o ~-.. ,of. ~r-in-

1 - and tha hoap1tali•Uon of aJ ri.-ar .,U~J~M ifd.rtHil JIIU"· 

old eon with abotwoi&D4a. 117 other aiatar who ie atlll 1ntarae4 

i n a o&llp with her huaband ancl three ~1 oll114rlb ,l1"0'1n& 1n tile 
' . 

.... t own,OUDOt naob liar beoauaa of atraatficb1:1Dc. 

11: 1a tllerafora that I t ook tile l1bert7 of •lr1nc .., anzaot 

troa eo• of Ilia l~nere Uld , lmowtDI tile - :triaildaiUp 70il 1114 

.J'O\U" sro•• '-Mile! lul"t'e al....,.. wlloWb to...rde our uno .. , I .... 

-fbu 11o oooaU.r w.:r plea in s1rtnc pu'bli.ahy t o 11217 part of tbia 

e.xtraot ll'biohe .... r you lilT tllink MlpN in tine oauae ,bopinc that 

1t aa7 brinl! q lliell: help ID4 nl1af llefora olll' people o"r tllera 

are 8U'c!era4 or lon. 

'I lm"" that the pa'blio 1a rather t1n4 or. atroo1t.r-at:onea , 

bat I lalotr too tbat i t '11111 1*-tan to "le eto~ of a DIIIMI ' 4 : . . 

daoe hill 

111th but wiabea and t ba .S.epaat taaltnc or gnllit~ tor all 

.r.oa •d ,_ oa~ ._... til.raad;r .toM lor -tbe"'ftrtoraUon of 

pe- and ~ttoa 1a ttU.a ....,Pi' ~4 ,and ~101llal"l.) for 

.,- GOWhf t 
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"".AJ.h'iell4 1old 1t to .. who had !ward 111 ~ •-'bod7 1a 1he 

town and beoa~We I oo\1ld DOt bel1en 1t I raq • 1M Boap1tal 
and tlwn t be l11111le woiUided bo;r o- to tlw pbolw 1"JIMd;r 1a 
du41" lw eatd and I oo\1ld apeak ao 110n beoaaae of 1M bonw 
of a 111M 1a 'llb1ob a ob1ld of 1' ;run bu 1o aa;r a 'll1al 111ar 
tb1e tbroQSb tba telepbooa 1ll tb1a -tural. wa;r. -Aild 1t ••­
that tba S..ap111al 1e alao aarroiUidad and W1ll "-•• to be nao•­
ted, tllatob s tot -.;r 1 the haaltb;r -n and oblldnn IIIIo baYa 
found re~ then tram the1r bii!'Dt-down boaa.. 1ll the a a1shboa:r· 
hood auat lean. We !wn alread;r 1ntomad the Boap1tal tbat tbe 
3 oh1ldren .u.t to ua at onoe1~tboQSb the dalleer for 11b1a 

/ •up 1• , - Ob daar,t111e 1a DO 111M to 11n 11l, 
ple .. e do I fbere are opt 1a1atio ~a:ra 1ll oa:r oaap 
oYer real t he att111u4e of 1he Alliaa ~ ua -
Will tho!"alh:r:r :!;lMt SMt tbie ie po1i •'p 'b!l1; a aa-
rtoua . fii_~ end ____ ?? 

Juat 1ll t1ae I haYe jo11lad ~ hus band lwn - I • bapp;r that 
at leaet we li•• t osether throQSb tb1e hall,rro. t!w lattera I 
reoeiYo from BataY1a I set the 1apreaaion that lito ia et1ll tba 
a o.me onrthere ao it ia here : a real Wild hat, I don't lean 
the oemp any~~ore . I wieh I could so to tba Hoap111al , bat it ia 
1mpoes1ble althousb it is onl;r a quartar -of-an-boura-drtn ~ 
here. I don It know how ho died : per1ahad 1ll tho n-· or ldllat 
by lalina oa shot ? And I enn don ' t know 1t ba baa bean ba:riad, 
As soon aa I know more I shall write ;rou asain. 

We would be deli&htad if ;rou oould ooae ben, then W1ll be 
room for ;rou at an,y mo-nt , but I wo\1ld not adYioe ;rou to o.,.., 
it is a complete witch'• don lwre and daadl;r 4alleeroua , All4 UIJ• 
how thoro 1a onl;r a mailaerrtoe be-en oa:r two t-. fbe o~ 
hel p we got in our nee d is ,, ••• troa tbe Jape I I Who oo\114 bayt 
dreamt of 11b1a a :rear aso 1ll the tiMe the;r aaltnatad and etar-

;:1 ;t. 1 •• • ve• ua I I have oonataot 1Jaas1na111o.ruo of a ;ralliq,uaa~U. 
~·~ troop/oarr;r11l& red-au.. tlasa fallin& down OYer u and that ie 

what happ ened to tbaa I And t hen to 11h11llt that oa:r brotbar-11l­
law was one of their blat adYooatee aa lons ae their Ae••nde 
wore deoontl;r propoaod - tb1e 18 tbe aa4 1ron;r of Pate I Let 1 • 

hope t .bat be died qu1olcl;r , Youra ~J I . •• 
I do not thlnl< that I baTe t o add an;rtbin& to tb1a 
bitter etatoaent that it 1e thua that 

81:111 1n ~~ ;~~· 
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