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NEMNORANDUM

A3 ACCEPTED BY JOINT 3ESSION OF GOVERNMENTAL
COMMISSION OF SURINAM AND THE DELEJATION OF
FREELAND LEAGUE.

We have the honor to submit, on behalf of the Prees-
land Le , the following Memorandum, which sets
out &8 8 for Jewish colonization in some unoccu-
pied ares of Surinam.

The conditions under which it 1s
Jewish Settlement should be astablis
ted in the following paragraphs.

sed that a
are formula-

1.The investigation and the selsction of undeveloped

areas in Suripem suitable for Jewish colonization
will be conducted, in cooperation with the suthor-
ities of Surinam, by a specisl commission of B
to be dispatched the Freeland League, after
mlhlm; consent of the Surinam Government to the
proposal of the Freeland Leagus will be given.

2.The colonizetion should be developed in the form and

successful in 8 new country when
tradition, suffering and hopes,

on the lines of community settlement. The community
type of colonization is preferable because, as his-
and experience have shown, settlers ere mest
they ere bound by ties of common
The Jewish homeless nesd, first of
axperience

all a familiar communel snvironment after their crusl
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in Burope. Such a colonization, furthermore, creates ths bést con-
ditions for an sgro-industriasl Hevelopment of the areaes in view, i
and prevents any waste of human end material resources, r

Thers is no reason to doubt the aventual suyscess of
such a settlement, provided that it is developed in accordance
with economia iples, backed b{‘ te finence, scien- .
tifica planned making yse of the latest technological and '
hygienic methods.

3.The Jewish Settlement is not intended to becoms a .. |
separate political entity. It should be underatood that l |
its member should aim at being admitted in due course and in con- | i
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formity vith the lawes of the land, to the citizenshi

Suripam snd the Dutch Commonwealth. The lew and administra-
tion of Surinam should be introduced in the Settlsment from

the bnginuing The Dutch lnn.;uifo uhnum h considered as &

common bond binding together al lation in
Surinam, The fact ﬂ:.lt. almost al lu:'uptm Jews either
Yiddish or OGerman ehould render it easy for the settlers to

master the Dutch language within the shortest possible time.

4, The members of the Jewish Bettlement would asccept
in full the duties of texation and defense, except that as
fer' as possible e:mftinn from texes and duties om goods
necessary for the onigation may be granted by the suthori-
ties during the initiel stege of the settlement. Apert from
that, the settlers should enjoy rights of sutonomy in local
government as far as possible, At the same time, 1t must be
stressed that the settlers should be united with the whole
population through an adequate reg:ountltiun in the govern-
ing bodies of Surinam after they have becoms Surinem citizems.

5. The Jewlish Bettlement which aims at becoming a part
of Surinam would wholeheartedly support the inclusion of Surinam
within the framework of Metropolitan Hollend, provided, of
course, that this proposesl were welcomed by the Dutch Govern-
ment and the locel population,

6. The freedom of existence and development of Jewish
culture, including religion, language, litersture, should be
aranteed, The observance of Sabbath and festivals should be
res, including their obeerveance by public suthorities inm the
predominently Jewish areas, as long as this 1s not in conflict
with the functions of the central government. Ths educetional
system should give the znuua generation and the edults full
possibility af being attached to Surinam and Dutch culture as
vull as being faithful to their spiritusl heritage. Full
scope should, therefore, be given to the teaching of the Jewish
iuuguag:lin the schools apnd to its use es an initiel medium of
nstruction.

T+ The orgenization of the whole work in the first
pioneering stege of the settlement would be directed by the
Freeland League or the Colonizing Body set up by it for this
purpose, and acting under the supervision of the Government.

The Preeland League would be reaponsible for the selection of

the pioneers, for the elaboration End realization of the economie
and cultural plans, and for the management of the lend and the
other public: uuliuu. At the comclusion of this peried, when
the rm.mdnti{ml of the new economy and community have been laid,
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the second organic stage of colonisation would commence.

8, The economy of the settlement, especlally in the
initisl period, should be & planned one and based as much as
necepsary on cooperative methods, The plans for sgricultursl
and industrial work would be made mac ng to the advice of
i siis Am Srchiins.ne-trulte, FasRati
primary industry, a0 o . 8,
caraals, Attached to 11'.%0111& mh! ging of cattle and
sheep in suitable areas, dairying and fishing. 1In close asso-
clation with th:ugrmting of rav meterials various manufac-
tures would be 1t up for the domestic and fore markets
of Surinem, Industries which exist on a small scale could be
substantially expanded, and many nev industries could be started.

9, The colonization would be finenced not on & philan-
thropic but on & business basis, The necessary funds would be
provided by a special Jewish financial institutiom built up
with the support of the Jewish people throughout the world,

It is the aim of the FPreeland Lea that the settlement should
become self-supporting at the earliest possible time. Every
effort would be made te cooperate with the Surinam community
and to make her members share in the common prosperity, and to
promote trade with the mother country, which would maturally be
most attrective to the settlers in view of the ties of language,
political sympathies and economic and fimancisl connections.

In conclusion, we nespectfully ask the Government to give com-
sideration to the above formulated conditions of Jewish coloni-
gation in Surinam, and to let us know their decision upon them
s0 that we could make the preparations necessary for the appoint-
ment of the Expert Commission by the Freelend League.

April 20, 1947
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IN REFLY TO YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 81, vE EAVE THE HONOR TO INFGRN YOU THAT

THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE OF THE FREELAND LEAQUE HAS RECKIVED FRON ITS DELEGATION
TO SURINAM A REPORT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH TOOK FLACE IN PARAMARIBO FROM
APRIL 11 to APRIL 80, 1947. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE, AT A SPECIAL CONFERENCE

HELD IN NEW YORK ON MAY 3, and 44k, 1947, gave full comsideratien te the

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION OF SURINAM AND THE

DELEGATION OF THE PREKIAND LEAGUE} AND REACHED THE POLLOVING DRCISION

1. THE FREELAND LEAGUE ADNERES TO THE MEMORANDUNM AS AMENDED AND JOINTLY
ACCEPTED ON APRIL 20, 1947 BY THE GOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION AND THE
DELEGATION OF THE PREKLAND LBAGUE, |

2. CONCERNING THE NUMNER OF COLOWISTS TO ER SETTLED, THE FREKLAND LEAGUR
ACCEPTS THE FROPOSAL OF THE COMMISSION THAT 30,000 JEWISH SETTLERS BE
ADMITTED TO THE ARRA OR AREAS SELECTED FOR COLONIZATION.

3. THE WATIONAL EXECUTIVE PAID SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEN OF THE
CONTINUATION OF IMMIGRATION AFTER THE ABOVE MENTIONED FIGURE HAD BEEN
REACHED. THE EXECUTIVE PELT THAT, IN THE INTERESTS OF THE SUCCESSFUL
REALIZATION OF THE COLOWIZATION PROJECT, CLEAR CUT PROVISIONS SHOULD

HAVE REEN INCLUDED FOR A PERAMANENT FLOW OF JEWISH IMMIGRANTS TO SURINAM.
ROWEVEE, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE SITUATION IN SURINAM AS FRESENTED

BY THE COMMISBSION, THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DECIDED WOT TO FRESS THIB
FOINT BUT TO ACCEPT THE BTATEMENT OF THE COMMISSION THAT, “IF THIS
IMMIGRATION AS IT EXPECYTS, TURNS OUT TO BE AN ADVANTAGE TO THE SURINANM
COMMUNITY, THIS COUNTRY WILL READILY NEGOTIATE ABOUT CONTINUATION OF
INMIGRATION®. CONFIDENT AS WE ARE THAT THE FROJECT WILL EEWEFIT BOTH

SIDES, AND RELYING UFON THE SPIRIT OF GOOD WILL WHICH WAE CREATED DURING

THE NEQGOTIATIONS, THE FREELAND LEAGUE TRUSTS THAT THE FROBLEM OF
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IMMIGRATION CAN BE SECURELY LEFT T0 THE FUTURE,

. THE FREELAND LEAGUE - IN THE NAME OF THE JEVISE PEOPLE WHO LOWe
POR OPPORTUNITY OF NEW CREATIVE LIFE - WELCOMES TME FAR-SIGHTED
ATTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF SURINAM TOWARDS ONE OF
THE MOST PRESSING PROBLEME OF OUR TIME. THE PREELAND LEAGUE
FULLY SUBSCRIBES TO THE STATEMENT OF THE COMMISSION THAT “AS TNE
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE TAKEN FLACE IN AN ATMOSPEERE OF COMPLEYE
FRANKNESS, A FOUNDATION HAS EEEN LAID FOR MUTUAL CONFIDENCE" AND
FOR THE FUTURE COOPERATION BETVEEN THE SURINAN, UTCH AND JEWISK
PEOPLES,

IN THIS SPIRIT, THE FREELAND LEAGUE SOLEMNLY SCCEPTS THE FLAN OF JEVISK

COLONIZATION IN SURINAM.

¥E RESPECTPULLY REQUEST YOUR RXCELLENCY TO FORWARD THIS STATEMENT TO THE

NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT AND TO THE SURINAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
RESPRCTFULLY YOURS,

Dr. I.N. Steinbarg, Gensral Seerstary
Saul Goedman, Exscutive Sessrstary
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114-06 Queens Boulevard :
Forest Hills, Long Island i
July &, 1946

Mre. Elesanor Roosevelt
26 Washington Square, W.
New York, 11, H.Y. * !

nau' Mrs. Roosevelt: 1

As you suggested in your letter
of May 13th, I contacted the Dutoh Government, and i
am taking the liberty of enoclosing copies of several
letters from Holland and also a oopy of & latter I
malled today to the Prime-Minister of Holland,

I shouldappreciate if gr:nt};_lf
you have any additional suggeations in this ccnnec-

tion. ; "

Do you think an interview with

Mr, Trygve Lie, Secretary-General of the TUnlted Natlons
would help bring the matter up before the United Nations

Assembly? If so, may I ask that you use your good offices

in geouring such an interview for me? ! Ll

1 3 (]

Thanking you in advance for aay |-
courtesy shown ii. I remalin . g

_ Gratefully yours,

o - aihaé L1p tha
® oA Sl . Tisnee br

#/ "Haprl van Leeuwen
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; /ﬂ‘ tter of the 8 of the- s
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Cabinet of the Prime Ninimher
M To. m“

Tletn THB, Heut

Dear Dr, Eap

I have ressived ;‘l‘l.l letter of B8 April 1944, Ths whols ma
wos discussed with Minister Logemamn, The later &ispatehed =ll
hmimm“mmmu%uumh-
our regret we have no
cannot yet give you any deeisive answer, As
luu'i“ ﬂii shall _il:l‘i-l.m “::ltu.

pe grestings an regards

The Sasretary of the Prime ster

N, 8Spanjaawrd,

To the Honourable and Very Learsmed Dr, B, Rapisshinsky
Valeriusstrast 242
Amsterdam Z

Tae ledter of Prof. W, Bamning,
Driebergen, 26 May 1944

To She Honsurable and Very Learasd Dr,B,Rapisehinsky
Valeriusatraat 242
Amgferdan I,

Dear 3ir,

The ocenversation that Prof.Irasmer and I were o have with the
Frime Minister Schermerhora ealy Seok plase last Suniay, That im why
I gould no% answer Jou mosmer,

I ean now infolm that we have had also a Salk with
Minister Logemann L'l ® matter, He S0ld me, that he already had
sent the whole matter %o the government of Surinam and asked thelr
advice, He thinks - |n my eopinion rightly - that 1% is 1 midle S0

imposs sush a radi plan on the % and the pe Sien of
i e .
e fas ] [ T7 s an
E;:%;::lﬁ“! that he sympathimes with 14, al he bdesees various
(T'H
We that I 11l remind him after omns or tmo montha im the
ul-utllutllmllhﬂﬂhml-mm. Pleass Y

eo kind a=s to %ell all shim %o Dr. Steimderg.
with friendly ﬂhlup'



The Hague, 10th June 1944
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Valeri

tsehins
|=Lntlll
Amsterdanm
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mmmu;_u:

m-u.dmxm-numuuh

forward %o Dr.Bteinberg.

1

Iwil
good enough

Yours sinserely

E. Smellem
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