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Dear Hr, Beoretary! i

I vonder if you hmve ever got the interdepartmental
comuittee started and whether anything is being done
in conneotion with the United Mations for the idea
which I talked over with you. 3

I realize that not having a persanent home yet far
the United MaSions, it can not be done immedlate

and yet I think if they are oconsidering epending WO
or three yeara is their temporary locatlon, it ocould
be done right there as a start, I should be inrg

. Elnd to know how it 1s proceeding, I talked wit

ecretary Forrestal, Becretary Pattersop and Nr,
Deam Acheson as well as with you, and also with
Mr, Osoar Chapuan when I was in d’nnhington, but I
have heard nothing from any of you,

I also want to tell you that I have read t

lir, Pajus' saterial on the econonlo sltuation
Geruany It seems to me a very rous situation
and my reeling about Mr, Murphy is % at _he will
always play in with the group {n Great Britaln
which would want to hulld up a ntru;s industrial
Gerwany and that they are more afra of Ruseia's
nh;aging their economio situation than they are
of Ggrmany starting another war, People do not
matter as much to this group as money, but I
really think we should do something nﬁuut is,

Very cordially yours,



wm;#

Mr. Baruch called. He ls troubled about Wallasce's letter hecause -

Mr. B, save "allace'. etatements on the atomic bomb sre not besed :

on fect. He telked to Wellace and asked him to come up for a

discvseion. Wallece was not very cooperative. Baruch does not

want to mele a staftement and start = public row with Weallace snd' ;

thinks Wpllenoe ghould apy he was. misinformed, .
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HOPE  Ygu DDH‘T COWME OUT FQR THE VANDEN M HG MIEHBMEHT-
H A WALLACE.

WY WILL AFFRECLATE FOCGOENTIONE FROM ITE FPATRONE CONUERNTECG ITH EERYIOE
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Hew York 11, New York
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Dear Mra, Roosevelts

Following up the telegram which I sent
o few days ago conoerning the Vandenberg m
I am enclosing for you
letter which I have sent
reagons why I feal the
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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
Yinshington

Murch 15, 1946

The Presldent
The Wnite llouse
washington, U, C.

My desr Mr, President:

The Senste Committee on Atomic Energy has adopted an amendment
te 8. 1717 vhieh I puid three days sge has potentislities of the pro-
foundest significance for our future ss & nation.

This amendment provides for the establishment of a Military
Liaicon Board to be appointed by the President from the Armed Services.
It wests the Bourd with suthority to examine into all pheses of the
work of the Atomie Enerpgy Commission end with powers both to recommend
ection to the Commigsion and to make o formal appeal to the President
to compel the Comnission to mccept its policy in any matter which in
its opinion affects "the common defense and security", The original
phrage in the amendment sdopted by the Committee on Tuesdsy, March 12,
wes "any metter affecting the Natienanl defense™. On Merch 13, the
Committee voted agein to approve the amendment, ut this time substi-
tuted the phrase"the cormon defense ond securlity". There is no dif-
ference in mesning between these two phrases. A copy of the text of
the amendzment approved on March 13 is attached.

The Ver ond Hevy Departments hove a legltimate interest in atomic
energy ond ghould be kept fully informed of current developments. They
have a peramount interest in the military application of atomic energy—
the development, manufacture, storsge, ond use of atomic bombs and
other weapons —- snd it is proper thet they should have & decisive volce
in such mstters, within the genersl scope of the policies esteblished
by the Congress end the President.

There is, however, s vast differonce between entrusting to the
Service Depertaents responsibility for the militsry spplications of -
otonle energy ond vesting them with power over ell mattors in this

fleld relating to the cowmon defense snd security.

In our times of complete mobilization end total war there is no
iimit to the concept of gommon dofonse ond security, Experience dur-
ing the pust war hap demonstreted that there is almost no espect of
our nationcl 1life to vhich it is not intimstely related, and almost no
vgeney of the povernment not in some way comcerned in serving it. To
confer upon o Hilitoery Boerd euthority to inspect, recommend, and veto
action in this field is, therofore, to give it an ares of powers
co-extensive with those of the Commlission. The issue 1&g simply whether
there sholl be eivilisn or military control over atomic energy.



ADUWWIS M MO OIHLLIY TYNIDIHO

Proponents of this provielon urge that elvilien gontrol is pre-
sorved by vesting wltimete power in the President. But the ergument
provea too much., Under thie principle there could be no such thing es
militery contrel, since the President is Commander in Chief with full

outhority over the Army cnd Navy.

Under the bill as emended, the Civilian Commission, which is glven
the job of controlling the entire fleld of atomic emergy, would have
preat responelbility without effective power, end the Militery Board
vould have prest power without direct respomsibility. There would be
ostobliched & system of dusl controls cnd divided responmpibility fatal
to administrative efficlency. The mechenism would inevitably generate .
frictlon, frustrate the members of the Commission, result in the resigna-
tion of men of independent judgment, end end by imposing further heavy
and unnecessary burdens on the President.

We cannot sccept the principle of militory supremacy in a fleld of
ouch vast general significence without cresting & rewvelutionary change
in the fundamental nature of ocur cystem of government and political
organizeation., An indicaticon of the type of direct militery interventlon
in eivilian political effairs which would be fostered and encouraged by
the Eilitory Board amendment is already befops us — the more or less
open oppogsition to the Administratlon pro vilian contreol of stomic
energy which has been expressed to the Congress by reguler Army offlcors.
Hor can we endorse the prineiple of military supremacy in this matter
without endangering further the organization of the United Natioms, still
no more than tentatively established after such great efforts, and already
suffering from a serles of disturbing shocks.

I believe the lonpuage used in the MeMahon bill, before the Vanden-
berg smendment, to be the only lengusge consistent with your owm views
on civilien control. After providing that the Military Advisory Boerd,
fghell pdviee end consult with the commissiom on all atomle energy metters
relating to the natlonal defense", the original bill goes on to say "if
the Militery Advisory Boord is at any time dissatisfied with the actions
of the commieaion with respect to the militery spplicatlong of stomic
cnergy, the Board moy appesl such actions of the commission to the
Prepident®, The last phrase provides a well defined eres within which
the zilitary deportments should have responsibdlity as well as authority
end I urge strongly that every effort be made to reaffirm this concept
by restoring this lanpuage. 5

Respoctfully,

(Signed) H. A, WALLACE



Text of Amendment to the McMahon Bill
(8. 1717) Adopted by the Senate Comnittee
on Atomic Energy on March 13, 1946.

"There shall be a Military Liaison Board appointed by
the President composed of representatives of the Departuments
of VWar and Navy, in such number as the President may determine.
The commission shall edvise and consult with the board on
all atomic energy matters which the board deems to relate to
the common defense and gecurity. The board shall have full
opoortunity to scquaint itself with all matters before the
commission.

"The boerd shall have authority to make written recom-
mendations to the commission from time to time as it may
deem appropriate. If the board at any time concludes that
any action or proposed action of the commission, or failure
to act by the commission, is inimical to the common defense
and security, the board may appeal such actlions or proposed
actions of the commission to the President, whose decisions
shall be final,"
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