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Dea~ Kr, 8eoreWI'JI 
I 

' 

I vonder 1t JOil han enr sot the lnwl'de,.raental 
eo~ittaa at~ed and vllethar an:tthing 11 be1as ,4ona 

1n eonneotion v ith t he Dn1ted l at1ona tor the lAta 
vh~oh I talked ovar t•1 ~h ;tou, 

I 

I r .. uu that not ha•ina a per:>anant hoaa :t•t tor 
the UnHt!d lld1ona, 1t oan not 'bl done 1ul41ata~ 
end :tat I t h;nk 11 t h17 ere oon•idar 1ng epan41na \vo 

or thl'ee 1111'1 11 tha1r tecaporai'J l ocation, U oould 

be dona right tpara ea e atert, I ehould be YII'J 

l lad to llnov holt U 11 prooaad1~. I telked v lth 
eore t arr rorr aatal i 8eore\err Patteraon end Mr, 

Daato Ache eon a a vel aa v1 th JOUL and alao v1 th 
Kr, Oaoar Chapcan when I 1111 1D waahlngton , but I 

haYa beard nothing troa ant ot J OU , 

I alao want to hll 1ou ~t I han read tbrollfh 
llr, PaJ oa1 materiel on the eoono11i o aituaU on n 

OoJ'Qnny It aaema to •• a ••r1 dan«aroua a1tuat1on 
and. my teeHna about ICr, HurphJ 1a $: at he 11111 
alwa:t• plaJ in vith the aroup ln Oraat Brl'-1D 
vhlch would 1o~tnt t o hu1ld up a atrons 1nduatr1al 
~el'lllan:r and t he t thai are 110ra atreld ot lluu1a' a 

cha8g1ng t heir toonocl o 11~uat1on than t hl;r ara 
ot oruan:t dertlng anoChar var, People do not 

•attar •• ~tuob to t hla group a a 1101117 but I 
r ea llJ t hink we ehould do aoaath1~ a~t lt, 

Va~ aord1all 7 :roura, 

. 
I f ' 
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' l I . ' 
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Hr . Baruch c.Uled . lie 11! troubled sbout Wallsee ' a letter b-- aauae 

!.tr . B. 8J\Y8 " alla.oe ' ~ s tatpmenta _,n the at0!'!11C boMb JJ.l"'" not bsaen 

on teet . H~ t~lk-.~ to W9ll~ce and ~eked him to coge up to~ o 

discvs!'1on . WallacP. :-e..s not very '!O!?perat1ve . aa..~eh doe a not 

~snt to APke a stateoent and ste.rt a 'J)Ublic roT7 l'f1 th We~li\C& and 

t hinlr.s tvo.ll eoe shoul~ s~.v h ... •.•ns. m1s1ntor!!le6. 
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\'1. DC4 6 9 GOVT: DC \'lASH I NGTOil 

rv~S ELEAIWR ROOSEVELT~ 

ON 

' APT 15-A 29 \'/ASH INGTON SQUARE \'lEST NYK= . -~ 

.HOP£ YDU DON '1' ctn.E OUJ FQR T~E VAND.EN ~.'RG AI.IENDMENT= 
.. ~;.:,. -

.H A WALLACE .• 
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lire, J'rcldill D, floooenlt , 

~~~.--------------~~~~-------
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11• • York ll, lin York 

Door lll'o , loo....-.1 t1 
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Til& SECRtTAJIY OF COIJUERCE 
Woohingtoo 

The P'roaldent 
The Wh1to Uouee 
ilaeh1ngtou, U, C, 

JAy doar Llr . Prosidont; 

ll<l<'oh 15, 1946 

The Somote ComaUttee on Atomic ntergy baa adopted an amdndaent 
to S. 171? v~;iel> I soid throe doya ogo baa potontioli t i eo or the pro­
foundest s1grUf1conce for our tuture es s nation . 

'l'hio amendment provides for tho ootebli lllwlnt or e llilitery 
Liai oon Bo•rd to bo oppointcd by tho Proaident froco tho AriDod Sorvicea. 
I t votta tho Bourd with uuthority t o olW>ino .l.ato all phaaoa of tho 
\:ork or the Atomic &ler ty Couuds;~ion end Ydth powers both t o reooaaeod 
~ction to Lhe Co~qsion and to make n formal BpPGal to the President 
to compol tho Com.>i saion to acca(lt i to policy in ony matter whioh in 
its opinion affocta "t.be coiii:OOD defense ond security• . The original 
pbr••• in tho omondlllont adopted by t11.o Collllllittee on Tueaday, llorch ).;!, 
\'Ja8 t1nny ot.Otter a f fact.lne t.be Uationnl defone;e11 • On Wlll"oh 13, the 
Co:omittoc votod agoin to approve the omcndlllcot, rut t his timd oubati­
tutod the pbraso"tho cor.Jmon defcnso ond securi ty" . Thcn~o is no d l.t­
f orence i n meaning bet r;cen these tr.o pbre.ees. A copy of the text of 
t.be acend.:nent approved on UlU'c:h 13 is o.tt.pched. 

Tho ?:or tllld llavy lloportllloots havo a lagitl.aaat• interest in atomic 
energy ond should be kept fully infonr.od o.r current developments . They 
have o paramount interest in the mili tnry application ot atomic energy-­
the devel opment, munufAc::ture, storaae, nnd use of oto.mio bombs and 
ot her tooapona - end it is propor tbot t.hey chould bClvo a decisi ve voiee 
in such Nttors, 'rlthin tho general scope or the pOl icies established 
by the Con ere so and tbo President . 

Thoro is, however, & vast difforonoo between en trusting to tbe 
Service Dop£.rtoento reaponaibility tor t be tdlitltr-Y applicatlonp ot · 
ntOJ!lic energy nnd vesting them with ~r.or ovor ell mottora in this 
field r elating to tho ~ rlef'onse end aocurltx. 

In our tl.moa of oo;opl ato mobilhation ond total wor tbora ia ~ 
lic:ai t to tho concept ot .2.QE!!QD. dofonsb ~ security. £xperienoe dur­
in.& t ho po_st war ho.o de&:~oaetrated thot thcr-o is olaost no G8Jl4'Ct of 
our nntionQl Ufo to \-;bich it ia not intiuw.tely r elAted, and al.aoat no 
LJgonc:y of th& govomment oot in solilO way ooncornod in serving it . To 
coofor upon a J.lllituey Board authority to inspect, recoUial8Dd 1 aud vet o 
octioo in tbio fiold ia, ther·otor e, to give it on '"r•• of powora 
co-exte.naive with those ot the OoiDIIDicaion . The iaeue 1a eillply wbethor 
thoro shall bo civilien or m.ilitory control onr ato.io onerSY, 
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Proponents of tbis proviaion urge thot oivilien control is pre­
sorvod b,y vesting ult~ato pewar in the PreGldeot. But tbo arcumont 
provoo too .much. Undor thia principle thoro c.ould be no such thing aa 
military control, oinco tho Proaidcnt is Comraander in Cbiot with full 
t~utbority over the J..nay c.-nd llo.vy, 

Undor the bil l as amended, the Civilian Cotlt.Usalon, which is given 
tho job or controlling tho ontiro field of atoe~io onorgy, would hue 
greot roaponoibility without effective pcvor, end tho Yilitory Board 
t:ould hove eroot po\:or \'d thout direct roeponaibllity. There would be 
oatcbli&hod a oyot om of dual control• <nd dividod roaponoibility fotol 
to adm!nll!ltrative efficien.ey. The moo.hcnism 1;ou.ld inovit.ably generate 
f-riction ,· f'rustra.ta tho 111o:1bora of the Coaaiesion, result in the roaiga.o.­
tion of 1100 of independent jud-nt, ond end by illlpoaini; furthor hoavy 
and unneceoas.ry bJ.rdens on tbe President , 

lie cMilot occopt t ho principle of militcry oupremooy in o fiold of 
cueh vust general oigniticanee wi t hout cranting a revolutioD~ chango 
1n tho t\mdo.m.ontal nature of our oyotom of govorntBOnt and political 
or ganization. AD indicof.ion of the type ot diroct adlitury 1ntin-vont1on 
in c.1v111an political affair s which r1ould be fostered end encouraged by 
tho fJ111tory Board G.Ciondmont is alroady bofoitrua - tho moro or lees 
opon oppoaition to tho l!dndnistratlon progrrull_le1v111an control or atomic 
ener a;y Y:hich has been expressed to the Congreaa by rogulo.r ~ offic:ort>. 
Nor can we endorse the principle of allitery suproraac:y 1n this mattor 
vli~out endangerinJ( further tho org~n.ization of the United Nations, Dtill 
no moro than tent atlvdy ostablishGd a.fter such greet efforts, and Lllr-oady 
cuff oring from a series of diotu.rbing shocks. 

I boUovo tho longuogo usod in tho Mc!!ohon bill, before tho Vandeo­
ber g omend:lent, to be the onl y l6Jlguago con81at·oot with your 0110 views 
on civilion control, Al'tcr providing that tho Yilitory Advisory Doard, 
"shall ndvise and consult vdth the commission on all atoQic onorg)' mDttora 
r ol lliting to Uu~ national dafonse•, the original bUl 1081 on to aay •i.t 
tbo t11litc1·y Advisory Bour·d io ·at nny tillla diosatisCiod rdt b tho actions 
or the co:nrniE:aion lli th respect to the ~.:£ applicatJs!J. or etolllic 
cnorg:y, tho Botard oo.y appeal ouc;h actiono ot tho oOCIIDJ.saion to the 
Pl'ecidont". The laGt phraao providos o. wall defilled area within wh.ic:h 
tho lllilit-ory dopor-,tmanta obould have roeponB1b111ty as woll as Author ity 
cn.d t urge otrongly thnt every eftort bo I:Uldo to rea.ftina this concept 
by rootoring this lonsuaga. 

Roapcctfully, 

j 
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Text of Amendment to the McMahon Bill 
(s. 1717) Adopted by the Sennte Comwittee 
on Atomic Energy on Llf!roh 1.3, 1946. 

"There shall be a f.lilitary Liaison Board appointed by 
the President composed of representatives of the Depa.rtlilents 
of War and Navy, in such nwnber as the President may determine. 
Tho commission shall advise and consult with the board on 
a.ll atomic energy matters v.biob the board deems to relate to 
the common defense nnd security. The board shall have i'ull 
opportunity to acquaint itself with all matters before the 
cotmnission. 

"The board shall have authority to make written recom­
mendations to the commission trom time to time as it may 
deom appropriate. If the board at any time ooncludes that 
any action or proposed action of the commission, or failure 
to act by the commission, is inimical to the common defense 
nnd ~ecurity, the board may appeal such actions or proposed 
actions of the commission to the President, whose decisions 
shall be final. n 
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