





PAGE SIX

The following skeich of the life of
late Franklin Delano Roosevelt was
compiled and writlen by Chancery
Judge J. Paul Ward and presenied
by him at a recent luncheon aof the
Batesville Kiwanis Club.,

‘The paper is a fiiting tribute to
one whose name will be immaortal in
the histary of these United States.
It reads as follows:

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was

born to the purple as near as any|:

man can be in this country. His
father, president of several rail
roads, left him, as a symbal of
wealth and aristecracy, the spacious
acres of Hyde Park sixty miles north
of New York. Yet, probably no man
in history had as deep an  under-
standing and conwviction that the
average little man had definite
rights to a decent life, and no man
did as much to bring this conviction
to fruition. We submit that this will
be the touch-stone by which future
historians will correctly evaluate
hia eventful career. In addition to
his many achlevements of national
scope there was much in his per-
sonal life to command admiration
and to challenge the best in futlure
young man-hood. In the midst of &
brilliant young career, at the age of

3%, after he had served his country | YoURE

as assistant secretary of the Navy
and after he had been nominated to
the wice-presidency of the United
States, he was suddenly siricken
with infantile paralysis and paraliz-
ed from the hips down. For many
long weary discouraging months he
fought wvalliantly to overcome the
misforfune without any apparent
success, JU was generally conceded
his professional and political career
was over, and his falthful mother
had made arrangements for an casy
life for her son on the broad acres
of beautiful Hyde Park — but all
this without taking into account the
dogged determination of Franklin
D. Having learned by chance that
exercise in the waters of Warm
Springs, Ga. did him more good In
a lew weeks than all previous treat-
ment had in so many years he
determinedly and patiently set him-
self to m long course of partial re-
covery, and, incidentally and char-
acleristically, purchased Warm
Springs and established a non-profit
clinic for fellow victims — now a
national shrine. It is not improbable
that, aa In the lives of other famous
men, these long years of enforced
reflection were the formulation
period of his deep convictions and
controling ideals and gave color to

his words carried

business men faced with bank-
ruptcy and disaster — heads of
families faced with hungry, gaunt
children — prayed, and believed
that these words were

economic degenera
all the banks in the country; promis-
ed prompt and drastic action, and
re-assured the people that “the onl
thing we have to fear is fear itself."
With amazing speed followed
mare action from the White House
affecting the spiritual and material
needs of the people. Labor was
rescued and dignified; wage limits
fixed; hours shortened; workmen
compensation inagurated and ex-
tended; social security introduced;
farmers rehabilitated; stock ex-
changes and security transactions
purged and regulated; and 3,000,000

land; bankruptcy

overworked ceased to function; bus-
iness establishmenis once more
opened their doors
banks
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Securi liminating
one chief danger of precipitating de-
pressions — not realizing perhaps
that the foundation work was laid in
the Cooclidge Administration. Myth
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT e,

(By Chancellor J. Paul Ward)
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the light of what we
know, it may have meant to us
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to merely allude to few of
and this we shall do also as a kind
of background for the one main
consideration here. That is, did his

policies tend to undermine our
democratic form of government, or,
to put it in the words of his most
severe critics — did they tend to
“pur American Way of

Roosevelt, having already been a
staunch supporter of the liberal
policies of Woodrow Wilson, having
three times nominated for the pres-
idency his old {friend Alfred E.
Smith, and having twice served as
Eovernor of New York he was a
“matural” to be pitted against the
entire figld of presidentisl pos-
sibilitics when the Democratic Na-
tional Convention met in Chicago
in the summer of 1532. His nomina-
tion came at & time when the whole
couniry was paralized by a terrible
depression and the entire world was
seething in fear and unrest, Just
two months before, Hitler came to
power and was then proclaiming hiz
new order of force and hate to the
bewildered German people — the
significence of which promptly st-
tracted the attention and con-
demnation of Rocsevelt.

Coming upon the national stage
amid such distressing surroundings
it must be admitied that he met the
situation with prompt decision and
forceful action, even witheut regard
to many time honored customs. The
first one, out-modeled for nearly &
cenlury — succumbed the day after
his nomination, when he flew to
Chicago and prompily accepted his
party's mantle of leadership. He
felt, with the need for |mmediate
action, it would be useless if not
foolish, to walt several months, as
had been the custom, to be tald
formally of something he and every-
body else already knew. Evidently
too, he didn't need the extra time
for formulating plans and decisions.
It was my privilege on that occasion
to be present and to behold his
magnetic personality and chaerve
his apparent determination and deep
conviction as he stood the spot
light on the rostrum of that crowd,
cheering soliseum and, in his fn-
imitable wvolce and manner, pro-
claimed to the thousands of en-
thusiastic delegates and to millions
aof expectant,
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needed bases in the Atlantic;

ledge and forceful o Ii‘l.:r'mﬂ:;
persana

was cemented a powerful and ef-

Ei" relationship with Churchill
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bandits at a time and place of their
own choosing was met by them with
scorn. It may not be generally
known that six years before the war

peace. Not once has his conduct of
the war, his foreign policy, or his
plans for universal peace been ser-
lously questioned. The sad irony of
his untimely demise is well express-
ed in the words of George Fielding
Elliot; 'He lived o know victory
over our enembes was assured, but
died before he could know the fruits
of that victory would be harvested.”
It is only natural that Roosevelt
should be the subject of much con-
troversy and bitter criticism. So it
was  with Washingion, Jefferson,
Jackson, Lincoln and Wilson, while
such presidents as Monroe, Tyler.
and Harrison were allowed to live
and their memories rest In peace;
nor would we attempt to defend his
overy act or deny that same of his
important programs were disap-
pointing in details, True also that
some wholesome measures were at-
tended by wundersirable features,
but on the whole and in the main,
it is our humble judgment that
when history’s pages have been fin-
ished he will stand acquitted of the
ane most serious charge — that his
policies tended to destroy the prin-
ciples of democratic government.
Wi are constrained to believe that
many sincere pecple have been led
into error in this connection by a
failure 1o analyze the fundamental
motives and principles underlying
the "New Deal”; and by failure to
give its features”the proper hister-
ical setting!! but, on the cther hand
they were overwhelmed with the
extent of its provisions and the
rapidly with which it was brought
about. The impact was simply
stunning — the like of which had
never before been seen. Within the
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velt — not as o great war strategist
— not as a great diplomat — not as
a great statesman — but as a great
Humanitarian; not as a man who
destroyed our American Way of
Lifle but as one who made it possible
to survive and flourish; not as a
man who tended to undermine our
democratic form of government
but as a man who re-vitalized it,
gave it meaning, and geared it for
sarvice to all mankind. He challeng-
ed you and me in that famous
phrase, “This generation has a
rendezvous with destiny”. He was a
man of strong faith — faith in the
whole vof humanity, In this faith
he lived and in this faith he died.
Nothing ean portray this better than
excerpis  from the undelivered
speech written just o few hours be-
fare he pnssed away; "We must go
an to conguer doubis and fears,
ignorance and greed™
face the preeminent fact that

“Today we||]
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civilization is to survive we must|[™
cultivate the science of human re- |||




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004

