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Dear krs, Hoosevelt,
Enowing that you ate greatly interssted in veterans' organizations,
1 am sufe you'll ba interested in our progress in Mexico City. Frobably
am over-snthusiastic because it is néw, but . really am optimistic
about what wa can do hers. :

¥e have only 20 members thus far; and we had our first official
meeting todays 1 was elécted chairman; the vice chairman is# Fred Honkin,
who i a studént at the #ational university; the secretary is “arlan
Althen (with whom 1 used to swim in your Val K111 pool); and the
treasurer is Migs leis Btata, an Army nurss who served in the South
Facific and now is attending Mational university.

Uur membérehip already inclufes# such various subjects as press
corrasponddfts for UP ahd AP, businsamén and anginears, Raxicans who
gerved in ths Ameritan Army, téachers, and students. Cartainly we have
all relglotts and political faiths; and we have one colored student.
Begt of all, they all seem to be international-minded and very serious
in purpoée, !

We expect to contact every Morld Mar Ll vyeteranm in &exico eventually,

and cerhaps wé shall eventually reach a membership of more than 100.
Yur only competition is the American Leglon, and since that is a rather
innocuous uugfit hers;, we're not much conterned about anything excest.
thelr cooparations Already we have four members who are disappointed
Laglon mén '

Firat of all, we're trying to get the VA to send through the
Yeli 8411 paymérits. There are quite a few students here who have been
hare mofa Ehuﬂ nt:'nonthl and have received no money. 8ince there is
no other source lexcépt for an inadequate loan fund from the American
colony), méveral students actually don't know where their next meal is
coming froms Tou sée, the sexican government won't let us work here,
and when a person's savings run out, he's really in a bad spot,

¥s have a committes how gathering statistice to present teo the
VA and to the American smbassy, which is the official representative of
VA in Mexico City, The smbassy refuses to do anything at all, so we'll
probably have to send a delegation to the ambaseador and, sventually,
ws may hdave to go to higher officials in Washington,

We're hoping to start a big snough iire under thé embassy to
make thém hnlf us with a loan fund, fred medical cars, sxtension of
visas and simiiar pop bleme. All or these things exist in theory only,

and usually the only w t
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July 18, 1944

Dear Oeneral Bradley)

I received a letter from a rrl-il

and I am quotkng par§ of i1t below, Will you
please tell me if this is true?

*It is unfortunate that no eollege or
student secms to know Just what the 0,I,
bill is or how the V,A, intendas to operats
the program, Beoause of this laok of in-
formation and pretty consistent% blunder-
ing and mizing up of reccrds, a large
number of vetprans has had to undergo

real hardship, WHeres in Maxieo ﬂlt{
beoauss of . slownese of p s, the
Amgriocan ogoleny has had to a up a ool-

leotion of money to lend to students _
until thelr gheoke oocue through,

*I think the worst thing i- that the
various Y.A, branshas in the states have
different interpretations of the Bill,
For inatanoe, some say that a student
oannot work ulthuu: having deduatioas
malla in his benefl !hn Waahingten
offine says a ltuu-n oan work a maxie
mum of 38 hours a week without losing
any bensfits, Bows say ohesoka ars sup-
posed to be malled monthly; othara say
1% always takes about elx months for a
payusnt to be made, And these are only
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#114 samples of the deplorable mixup in
the 0,1, bill administration. I hope
that as .a representative of an organized
group I can do something about stralght-
ening 1t out in Washington, But perhaps
I'm rather too optimistio. I'11 make
the effort, at any rate,*

Yery tinnnralf youra,

letter from:
Mr. George Wells
Mexlco City College
San Luls Potoel 131
Mexico D.F,
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July 5, 1946
Uasar =ra. Hoosevelt,

=y break with the newspaper profession now is & fait lu-r.nl?il..
and &'z budy studying Spanish hers in =exico Lity. 1 gusss that's

- & step in the right dirsction, although : might backelide if any one

offera me & fairly good news job in Llatin America. +'d much rather
follow your advice and make a comnection with mome overseas
industrial firm, but ! guess 4'11 have to wait until ey languages
are a little more adeguate.

4 came hers at an exceedingly interesting time. she elections
are baing held dunday - a day during which all americans are
expected to stay hoss in order to avoid stray bullets. The outcoms
seems to be pre-determined -- aAleman. <ince that's the party inm
power, he seese to have had little treuble In spreading campaign
propaganda, apparently at Jovernment expense. lou can't travel
anywhere in =exice without running into alesan signs every place
a slgn can be tuckedup or painted. Zven the mountain tops have beaen
made over intc electien posters. And poor Fadilla, the lisping
gppoaition, hardly appeurs anywhere.

A lot of =sxicans 4've talked to scem to have the feeling that
the electicn ia more or lese am cholce between evile, and they're
not too greatly conc.rmed about who wine. "o matter which party
ie in powsr, the "mordida® will resain., that's a lot 1ike the
Chiness “"bite.” If you're dealing with any part of the government,
ull your papers are bound to get mixedup and there's little chance
of aver clearing any transaction. Sut & littls tip to the right
person will clear out all the red tape in an smazingly short tims.
‘f you violate a traffic law, a policeman will promptly tell you
what the fine is. Theprocedurs is to hand it over to him, and he
pockets 4t. If you get nasty about it and insist upon taking it to
court, that menns n long drawnout legal wrangle, at the end of vhich
you probably pay much more, especially mfter the policesan
testifies that you broke severnl other laws as well. Svery function
of government seems to ‘be bamed upon the mordida system, and the
umszing thing about this country is that it is so far shead of other
“atin Assrican countriss im spite of its rotten governsental atructurs.

‘he majority .ere seems to favor the liWeral sims of Aleman'p
party. He'd win anyway, ! think, but +'s sure the people will be
better satisfied with him than with fadilla, Yhe latter naturally
Feprasants the moneyed class lthose who did not gain thelr wealth
under the srosent regimel, and his sain backing seems to be the
Sinargdista - the ~axican facists. The facist party and the
Cathelie church sesem to be almoet synongmeus heras.

over
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The status of religion here is odd. The country Ls supposed
to be pr tty thoroughly Uatholic, and Yyet the govern.ent has besn
alecst conalstently anti-clerical. & don't think 1t's anti-religious,
but it certainly has dimcournged the vhurch from engaging in politics,
in pluces like ~orelis, L've seen churches converted into librariss
and schooles; and from the howls that esanate from well-steepad
Latholics, one concludes that the =axlcan governmant rarely allows
the church to hinder its programs, L know one or two of the Sinarflsts
nyEpathizers here lons of thesm is a prominent amsrican in B5.4.), and
L wam intsrested to note that they are alse france sympathizers.

Yhe eellege im a good place to pick up the varicus viewpoints.
“r. =urray, who heade the American high school here and scon will
become dean of the college, is practically a Catholic - sriest. «nd
he is a Fadille supporter, and proponent of the dlmrﬁ-h and
4 gather from one long talk with hia, a sympathizer of sfranco.'
in co-wwsker, <r. Cain, is & “oulslans Saptist who has cpposite
Yiews from thossof =surrayy though somewhat colored by his Southern
heritage. To counteractbath of them, thers are twe Spanish loyalists
on the tesching staff -- a &r, Hoade lhe sscaped from arison and
menaged tg walk all the way across France and et into
£ without a passport)-- and & ~rm. Urtis who alec has had rather
embittering experiences. =rs. Yrtiz, who is about 26, has met you
and e one of your rather long 1ist of adairers. She first set you
when she was a small girl and, as she relates it, she didn't waste
& momant uklnf you what you and your husband were going to do
about france. 4'11 ask her for more detalls about that 1ittle
incident, and perhaps you'll remeskter it with some amusement.

+'m adding a new touch of politieal eoloring te the school
by organizing mn smarican Veterans Committes chapher here. 1 was
daterained, when & wae in the army, that 4 would never Join a
velerans organleation. oLvery experlence + have' had in tha newspaper
business with the smerican ~egion and the VFd has left me with a
bad taste in my mouth, But the aVC han a progras #c identical to
my own beliefs that L've done & complets about fece and bacoms
an enthusisstic supporter. 4'm going to call the firast crganizaticn
weating wednesdmy, hind after the first chapter is organized at
the college, L'= hpping that we'll be able to organize those at
the University of &exico and all other veterans in exico. Then,
88 Lhe activity axpands, we may even be able to encourage the
Tormation of a chapter samong thes =axican war veterans.

i's alrendy n mesber of the A=¥sus, with which most of the
other groups have merged, 4 think 4'1] meintain both memberships,
because 1'd like o see the groups merged nlcdu{. ihe last time
4 paw you in Bew lork, we discussed that “point. L've been thinking
about it quite a lot since, and it psoms to me that the best way
to got all veterans together is to get thea to Jjoin 4VC in addifl on to
their pressnt group. 1f we could get a u;nrﬂ; of waterans who've
Joined ihe wogion and vo® and asVs.8 to join AVU alec, that would
accomplish the same thing es o serger and would be faco-saving
ell around. Then perhaps the weryer could be accompllished when
the oVC becomes powsrful emough to be virtuslly m political party.

“Yne of the reasons +'m anxious to ses a choptar formed here
sgon la that veterans here have been left financimlly high and
dry aver since they arrived., Ao ons ham yet received a check from
the Va, fgwever, Lf we ure organized, . can o to the Ya when 4
“-turn to the states in August and talk ae an AVC spokans-

= hy the collsge and by indiviiuals don't saea
I' one pew-
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Imm iu.luhu an axgarpt
letter I received fros a veteran in ppe
Tork,

“Ihe Demccratioc party, course, hn'i
oyt too wonderful a of lata, Tie
typical reaotion in oy distriot was
the Dempopats wers flghtirg too -
amonyy themsel ves and getting nething dome, -

] know perrcna whg have yoted Democratie
¢¥ EO yoars who voted against them this
imo, Binow there is po oo eles to vois

for but the hpwbnr.m. that 's whers
their hum

"At any rate, I t say 1t was & pleasire
watching pecple votlng the way they
mthnihwut-lhnutn they are
doing or pet, I havem't had the plaasars
of seein; that happem In any othey cvuplry,"

Wary pimcerely yours,




Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, &p
Last time 1 wrote -l

chapter of the American Veterans
shuttling back and forth between m
working on problems of Mexisan veterans.

Now, however, I can report that
cut and both students and resident vete
taken care of by the VA. Through joint
ourselves, we have managed to get a VA
Mexico City and have speeded up the trans
the several hundred students llﬂu there..

I want to thank you for your letters H
and the Veterans Administration and the ;
We certainly needed backing in our dealings @

I won't go inteo great detail about wh
with the AVC chapter. However, we have at
forume, we are giving free English classes
proviso that each Mexican so taught must
to an illiterate Mexican), we are serving
organization, and we have built up a treas
pesos from the proceeds of a Birthday Bal 1 |
The dance was held in El Patio, a
leased for the occasion. Our features mt
Mexieo's top movie :hril-llllltlll' :
of War and Mexico's famous "201
to membership) and the American Amba
officials.

We are planning to use our funds to
to facilitate of ; tw
to implement the sh dniu-. and s

We had much tmm--m:mm
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