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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: @.

After reading of the recent memorial services to your husband

by our Congressional representatives in Washingtom, I wea re-

minded of » letter I received from a close friend who served ‘
overssns during the war. I had written him of my regrets at

Mr. Rocsavelt's passing and his reply was rather lengthy and,
likewise, full of feeling.

To ndd to your many mementoes, I know you will ba intereated in
the following sxcerpts from his letter:

"Your reactions to the death of Roosevelt were very
gimply and beautifully expressed, and you can be spure
that the shock of his passing will contimue to rever—
berate around the world for some time.

"The most beautiful end simple tribute to him was a
sight that I saw in Athens (where I wes when I heard
of his death). I was standing in a bullding

by the British Alr Foree. In the window, they had a
large blow-up of the President, with a huge white
wreath around it. I was standing just to the back and
a little to the left of the picture, when a little
strest urchin, about ten years of age, walked up and
paused for abeut two mimites looking et tha pleoture, |
Suddenly, great solid tears streamed down his wornm,

tragic little face, and the depths of his emotion seemed

to express the tears of this country and the tears of '
the world to me.

i

their loss., How ha knew
heerd of his death, or how

causes and effects of this great man's I doemn't
knowj but here was & humble little street urchin seeming-
ly feeling and




"Again in Italy, = few days afterwards, an Jtalian peasant
in Pisa ceme up to me on the street, took his hat off,

bowed very respectfully, snd in broken English, asked if

it were true that our great President was dead. I told him
that it vne true, and as he walked eway, all I gould hear
him say was, "Wiat will happen te Italy? What will happen
to Italy?® :

"Thia to me expressed the great powar, affection and
responaibility thet we owe mot only to Roosevelt but to
these peopla, to carry out tha gresmt work that he had so
nobly sterted.

"] feel tiat the grentest monument thet we can erect to
this great men i8 to rightfully sssume our position in the
world affeairs, se an individusl natlon and with policles
not bazed on the whims, balence of power, and the so-called
areas of responsibilities that Russia and England have
established, but rather nas s nation thet was born to be a
laader in this world by nature of its molding, its kindness
and its ideals,

"It is only whaen wa heve convinced the othar greet powera
by our example and lendership thet we will be able to take
our rigitful plece, not only with them but with the smallar
people of the world."

I certainly enjoy reading your deily newapaper column and was very
plonsed to find you listed smong ¢he top ten people in the United
States whom the mejority of our people recognize and admire as the
most intelligent dpaders we have today.

MMz pl

PS5, The suthor of the showe nuoted letter is Arthur Kelly, formerly |
n Lieutonsant Colonel in the Air Transport Command and now an
Asulatent Generel Traffic Mansger for our compeny. I am sending
him & copy of my letter to you.
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