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J.i.re. .m.euor Rooa&Y&l t, 
Uni~od 8tatoe nol•&~to to the Uni~ed NAtions 

Eoononic and soo11l CoWicU, 
N o w Y o r k: • 

• 
Uear ~a. Roooovolt , 

We, tho women ot tho Li~uanian diaplaced pereona• 
community in Garmany and Austria, have tho signal honour ot oxproeaLD& 
to :VOlt tho boundleu srntitudo 0~ all. tho 80,000 d1splaoo4 Lith111DhDI 

scattered throusnout Western ~~ope , tor tho ~ruly courasooue, noble , 
and Just plo~ you made tor all retusoos and displaced persona in ~~ 

. . 
sou~qn ot COlllmi..ttea III ot the Ganorll ueembly ot ~h• Vnlted NAUooa 
on November 8,19~6 . Your action then and on every occasion when ~· 
question ot dlaplaood persona and retuse~e was troate4 betore and ainos. 
baa boon conelstontly 1n the h18h - principled and humanitarian tra -
d1t1on or. )'Ottr groat country and ot your tamily: to tiS}lt tor JuaUoe 
and 1iborty and, l'.o ohaopion tho w.~ak. ~d we, as woQen, are truly proud 
that our oauao is ollnlli.Pioned b:t. a sreat lo&dJir who is also a --... 

Your vialt early this year to tho Baltic dioplaco4 
poP&ona' camps in Ge~any, when you came into personal contact with the 
r~useos and woro able to atu(!y thelll an4 tho conditione in whioh they 
livo at first hand, was already a bright r&:~ ot light on our dark hori­
zon. Taloe ot yottr visit, or your onaro and or yottr sympathY, wore soon 
widely 4ittuaed tbo•sbout all tho B•ltio oaQPa and sroatl;v atr~~aned 
tho morale or tbo retugoea and ~onewe4 their raith 1n tho tinel tr1~ 
ot tho eternal principle~ of liberty and juatioo, tor whioh, and for 
tho tinll 4utruotion ot all totalHar1an tyrannies, tbia terrible war 

was waged tor aix yoars and suph oountleee l1vea aaorit1oe4, 

~eo a very abort stay with tbo Lithuanian aa4 o"le:l' 
Baltic rotugeoa wu onoush to coovinoe you t.bat we are naHhOI' taaot.\11 
nor Nazi collalloratoro but only unhappy, inDo cant •1ot1u of WM" ~ of 
totalitarian dictatonhipe; tlat we are people WIIO , pa~ ,JII)l'tl tlla 

aay othere, thirat tor trtta 4emoeracy, libert;r anA ~uaU~· 

iio w..-o •o WlUtfiOI'al!l;r llao. tJl4t ~ J!O~ 
to hoar tr0111 o11oh autborltatl•o ad obJooUy' »,. ~d.a ~.~H~f!& 
so aocttrately 4eaoript1.a of tho •otu.l ~1t1on ot ~ f'lt~ t1J-. 
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plaood persona: that the tabt that tod.r these peopl• do nat wt8b 

to retll.rn to their oou.atr1ee •,4""o"a'7'-"'""'-=""''-"=:7"'":'"':-~::-o:~-~ 

waa betore ther 1eft 

Wa oan traly aeaure you, dear ~ •• Rooa•Yelt, that 
tbero 1s not a ai~>&h L1 thue.!Uan retugee Wlso would remain a 4.,- lone or 
1n a foreign oolllltry, an unwelcome burden to other a 0 •bo would not 
return on root thousands or kl1ometete to his beloved and ao- aorely 
missed netive oou.atry, it the latter ~are still tho old, tree , inde­
pendent Lithuania , turl m~bor or the world oommllllitt or aovoroign 
nations . But, alas, tod~Y Lithuania ie under alien rule . Breakinc a 
whole eariae or treaties, the Soviet Vnion oooupio4 Lithuania wi~ the 
might or ito vaet army and , by violonoe, traud and terror, annexed 
it to tho Soviet Union, Boperatad tram tho a1Til1zod Weatarn world • 
by a wall or be.yonota , l.i tbuania today 1e a prlsonor b obind the dread 
iron Curtain, rf all is Wall tll81:'81 WI\Y haVe the OOCUpanta not al• 
lowed a single foreigner to antar Lithuania? Binoe the and ot the 
War , not a einglo foreign journalist , nor ~~bor ot any intornation• 
al organisation suo~ as the Rod Oroaa or Uh~ has roooivod pormia­
aion to visit 'Lithuania. Tho reason is quite aimplo: the alion oo• 
oupant roars l ast tho world may <>ome to know What lite is truly like 
in the "happy. liberated• nations or the Soviet 11nion. flo know that 
terrible things are llappeni~tbere, that tho groatost oriaes in hia~ 
tory against not onlr 1n;enl.atiolU!l ~aw but &&ainet nommon hlliii&Dl.ty 
ar~ being oommittod by the alien oooupanta against the llllhappy Baltic 
peoples , 1n our 01\11 "1.1tbUtl11a IV& know that method1oall7 and e.aoord• 
1og to a 4e11bol.'ate plllll, tho Lithuanian people 1a being deatroyad 
or dispersed (whioh oo~oa to tho iame thill&) to the farthest oornera 
ot tho gieant1o Soviet ~1ro, And in plaoe or the thousands ot L1• 
thuaniODa toroibly doported to Ruaa1an or B1bar1&n oonoantration 
oampa tor ala're labour, thousands ot !hlaeian oolon1eta are ael>tliDc 

I 
our country. 1n th111 wat, behind tbe iron curtain, a peaoetlal, in-
duatrioua and onoe prospotoua Amall nation 1a beiDa aya\eaat16allr 
extorr.inated, This so.mo llat1on Wll1ob onoa saved 'ZIU'opa u4<.~ 

civilisation trom the TartLr bor4ea ahd !astern !Qrope troi !Wate*lo 
elavery, .l nation ia be1na d .. troyed Whiob hal t. Yei'T otd tdi¥-"...,. 
oitio oul turo or ito own and whoae l&n&uaae , ot all 11 •inc tGJIIIIU , 

ia ooareat to the or1g1nal oolOIOOn lonaunce ot tha Indo·~~·~ 
. _,.,,o:,......··~: 
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When the O.nwl Uazie hcan to 'IOIIP.t alailac. ~~''II 

or1£ea, to •xterml,..to wlloh peo,ph~, the o1w1l11e4 110rll ..-.• ~9ftl7 
1Do., .. d and eurcettoaJ.ly ra1se4 ita Yolo• 1n pro~eat, ,JII&t ...,_ \IW' 
oxe.otly the a11.r1o ori.a.oe oaa1oat huma.oity are hl,JI& o_, tt~ bell~ 
the iron ourta1D, there 1a a traslo al enoe ew~re ~· ~ 
Wh11o, the dolocatea ot the Sowle\ Union uae the l~ternatlQQ&l tqruaa 
to e,peak eo !ly,poorlUoallJ' ot bWII6Jih&rian1...,, treedam, jl&a\laa, d•· 

aooraoy ••• ~4 tbe SoYiot Union, wbloh, woprowoke4, attaok•d J1Alan4 
and tho l!altto Stat .. and helrod to diYid~ Poland , """" ;pe••• aa tM 
dotend•r ot 810811 Dat1ons . lt 1e w1tb blttrr pain e.nd c •r tllat ,... 
road tb••• >;orde ot lcr . Vyellinelcy. JirOnowooeil at tho wery bo&lMina 
ot blo lj)OOOb: , 

" Durtna tho war ailllona or peorlo wore uprooted tra: their 
native l~a and drivon to German - taeoist alawory; they 
wore doomed to eevero bo.rdebipa and autrortna, to wobear-• ablo toll , to bunaor and p4Y1loal doatruotion. Thoro ~oro, 
1A4eod, Ulllona Of the:> • ee;>aratad l:.Uband& &<:4 :wiYoa, 
rathera, EDt bora and oblldren, old and yoang, t~iea torn • apart , 1nnooont pooplo driven tram their bo~ee and t~oed 
i nto Oerman - raaolat serfdom•. 
~t la , or oourao true, terriblY true, But th~ I&Diptak­

ablo, trasio irony 1a t hat , obanao •o.rman - taaolat• to "$0Y1et - o~ 
111uniot" o.nd tbol$ terrible \Vorda are every one applloable to wlla\ 
tho Soviets have done !'l!d 11re doW to tithllaniana , tahilAI, -.at~, 
Poloa - and their own neople . t 00 .we are dea,lt cratotul ~o yoQ~~ 
~ • • Rooaevelt, tor your oympath7 and tor uoderatendina w!ly th~.tbua­
nian retua•••; a1.tllouai> ;u .. ina 1D auoh .Uaorable oo11ditiona , alUiolllh 
eo netobedly oonaoioue that they ere an IUDIIlllUd. l>urd.u, UAaOt. re­
turn to their ooo~~,~>iod .nat1Ye lud, 

You o.nswored oertai11 or tho uaertions ot lo!r, Vya~lc1 
ao benut1tull7· ~!ay we take ad.nntaso ot tbla op;pp;tuni~ t.o oaqeo\ 
oertalo other nat~nte raade b7 lo:z, Yyahlnalo' 1D hb r.:p••cra ot ,.,.,. 
ber 6 1D Ooa:dttu III ot tbe I:J11ted :fationa• O.Daral I,OP!91i'l.¥t. 

l) 1-r. \'Y•h1nalt1 IIQ'B tllat adverae p~ope,sa,~~c1a 1e the I))IJ.et aa.nloa. .... '~ ot the reruaal ot eo many retuceea to rat.~ ~Jilt ~.PR' 
1a1... ln tbe oaao ot the Ba.Hio rttuaaea thlora ia .,~ 
or tbla aort; it le not n•f:uary, Tba WO.fn lt1ll4 ot "'1ft .... • 
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.thAn ~ho Gol'IUUl Nub be&an to oollll!li t aimlla.r appU1111& 

orinoe, to oxtormlnete Nholo paoploe , tho o1v1l1~od world wae Juetly 

inoonood and onergetioally raised ito Y01oe in pro~eet . ,aut~that 

oxaotly tho s~e orimea as~inet humanity are boilljl oo~tted be~d 
t ho iron ourtain, thoro io a trngio eilonoe everyWhere and, .. &Q• 

while, tho delosa tee or tho Soviet Union uae ~he !ntornational to~uae 
t o apeak eo bypooritioallY or humanitarianism, treodoc, juatiaa, d~-

aooraoy •.• And the SoYiet Union, whioh, unprovoked , attaokod Finland 
and the Bo.lt1o States and helped to divide l'Qland , now poses eo th• 
dotondor or small notions. It ia •dth bitt~r pain and mr~er that we 
road t hoee words or Mr . Vyehiruslcy,Jironoun:ood nt tho very beginn'-ns 
or hie apoooh: 

• During tho war millions or people were uprooted t~ their 

native land• and dri von t o Gorman - tasoist alavuy; they 
were doomed to aere.re har4ah1ps and eut-rorin8, to unbear­

able toil, to hunger and phyeioal deotruotion. Thoro were, 
indeed , ~illions or them - separated huabands and wivoa , 
rathors, mothers ~4 ol11ldron, old and Joung, t~lioa torn 
apart , innocent people dr~von tram their ho~ea and to>ood 
into Gerc.an - tasoist aertdom~t , 

That ie , or oourso true, t e,ribly true, But the UASpeak­
able , traeio irony 1a that , obanae ttGerman - tasoiet" to ·~~viet - COJt.­

nunist" and thoeo terrible words are every otu• a.ppliO'Ible to wt~at 
tho Soviets ~vo dono and are doins to Lithuan~nna, tatviana, ~tonian2, 
Polo a - and their own people , too. \{e are deeply gra.hful to you, ~oar 
Ura . Roosovol t , tor your aymp'ltb7 and tor UAderetanUng wb3' the 1l thua• 
nian retugeos, lilthougll, living in auoh miaor&blo oond1t1ona, al.tboll&h 

so l(retohedl] conscious tllat they e..re an unwanted. burden, l.l4UUI.Ot. re­

turn to their ooou~iod pativo land. 
You answer eel oorto.ill ot the e.aae.rtiona ot 1:r, V}'sh.lnslcy 

so beautifully. ~ we take advantnse of this op~Itun1ty to oo.rreot 
oortain other atntamonta made by Ur. Vyahinalcy 1n his opoooh at JOY~ 
bor 6 1n ()<llllCJ.ttee Ill of tho l!nitod Nationa• General. .Au...a>~1 

1) IJ.r • vyahi!laki aaya tb&t ndYOrae propa,go.n<IA is tho ohiet OIUUI,e 

ot t he retuaal ot •o maay retuaeaa to rstu.rJl hocle , ,fl!• ;:• DO) 

l£!1!.... ln the o~ae ot tho Bal. tio r,tugeea there is 1J9 proPf&!ollda 
ot tl11o oort; it ia not neooaaary. Til• worst kind ot prop&&ande 
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aaa1nat tbo Soviet Union waa oarriad out by tbo Soytau y.­
oelveo wlloo tlloy oooupiod tho Baltic lo.o4a 111 1940 Ul4 ~~ 
otoly rorood on theao llDtortunate oo110trioa tboir o~ r~o 
booed on terror , violonoo and deoeit , Tho Baltio ror~o~ a&• 
por1ooqo4 this r'aimo onoo and absolutely rotuaa to UQdorso Jb 
a aooond time. Tboy oannot rorsot tbo ~ut1lata4 bod1•• ot \hair 
rrionda and no1gbboura touod in tbe priaooe and oonoontr at1oa 
oamps otter tho hurried retreat ot tho tho Ruae1ano 1n 1941, 
They still boar tbo droadtl\1 woo1'10S ot tbo women and tho hope­
lose Qilins ot tho obildren 1n tbo boiU'4o4-up oattlo•oara wbiob 
wore ke_pt tor oovoral days on tho railway aidinss botore tb~ao 
unfortunates wore finally atarto4 on tboir terrible Journey to 
S1bor1s. Tbo woatber was .unbearably hot and When, 1n an.wor to 
p1t1tul or1os tor water, att..,pto VIera made to sin some to tbo 
doporteos, paoked 1n tho stitlins oars , aoldier s r.itb aroa in 
qand , drove b8ok the ~ter-baarers .... No , the Baltio refugees 
nood no anti - Soviet propasanda , 

2) t.:r. Vysbinslcy speaks ot a "Balrio Nonropatriation Cocmitt.oo• 
wlliob is oarrying on anti-So'l'iot aotiY1tioa. ''" have never beard 
or any suob oommittoo and are quito certain tbat it dooa not 
exist . 

3) !lei thor ia thoro any "Central COUilOil Ot L1 tbUani&n lbisr&nh", 
allegedly beaded by "tbo notorioUJO Mventuror l'rotosaor ltwldz1D 
wbo is tho publisher ot 20 newspapers in largo cities ot western 
Ool'llle.oy" , I( tbis Protoeoor Kwldz~ o:Uota, he is not a L1tbua· 
n1an, as bia name pro'l'oa. Ir thoro wore a displaced pe~aon S!l­
ins 20 newspapers , he would bo such a phenomenon that kl•~Aame 
would surelY be well known, 

4) "Tbo Sooiety ot 7ore1gnors boadod by a certain Lithuanian 111-
mo•iobis (?) "is also non-ex1atant , It by •lhe iot~ua General 
Plakbo'l'iobus" , General Pleobav1l!1ua 1a meant, bo ia u:ons the 
Li tbue.nian roroaeu in Germany: ho was deported by the Mazie 
ODd kept 1n various concentration oampe tor rotuaia& to oo 

bOrate witb tb~. Be novor beaded e.oy "L1tbQ4nian National ~ 
Jl!.l.ttoe•. It by •Oonoral K<1bol1ukae• ,._noral Xub11111a .. , a oo­
sollor- sonoral durina tbo Oe~an oooapation ie a..at, be a.. 
lons oinoo fallon 1oto tbo !Iandi ot the ltueiUII 1 therotore oan 
hardly head n Li tbuanlan llntional Oolliilli ttee, .u tor Ool01>al 
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-p II\ ia till --­
~.,,.S.t nil--~ 
~ ., .. , ...................... 1. 
l.ttMeleia ,. ur r .... ...,. .. .,. • .,ltl!lil'll 
tn au • ~ ua4W~"UD4 Nlllnuoe 
oooupa,1oAo lt b ,... 

tn 1\u'o~ eo._,.~ 5~~-~--~-~~!S~~i!l ahll .a, as lapca \.lit ,. pe•• 
people pda 4eara, ,_~ •H6-.t 

•~hiDe& o•• a Md?ef....., 
III&IIT th~da 1apz'1MM4 IIIII! HI ldll1 IS I • .... . 

lAotuala) de:po.L"M4 to M-1 ••• ..... -~ .... ,..., .. ~ 
IIIIIDY toUAd opee4)" or llD&..U. .... ._ UIIMe ..... . 

1e 8ll.I"OlJ a sratuJ.t.oua lulllt so •••• tJit: ~ :·~ 
ot'. bolD& taaohta, We ua 'fVF l.,..'*'l, ...... , .. ~••iJiil 
that 1011 ret~~_te4 th1a ....01• aa ....... ,.. 

WIObJootive and 1ctaraate4 llr. YJ•IIaiiiiiiiiii•:·••••NI ..... ~ 
We underatand oal)' too wU. - tile arwt•lll 

JCiou to le,ve the nt~~&• .. w1 t hout 
obl1ae4 to retlli'D to their oOOill~1t~,...,CCi. 

Soviet a ia quUe t rlliUiparet 1 "hO>I#'-11.., 

eaad lllOre slana tor their ............. 

r....,...e u aooa u poea1ble fJ'Ia -..~- a~t~lill 
what lite llAder the Sortet H8Sl~:..ltllli 
liUie ~4 to 22, 1.941, Un4 t.lan-1111! 

• tat1on,IIAder illh- OOII4lLtliO 

ot their aaareat aa4 daar<la11~ 
ot the oi&Ql"OU of the Ge.-IM 

a -tbual tlaoi'D 111 tile ····---.. 
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In tho n ... ot all. the tJ:~IIIlllll fttll& ... , 'ft ou 110ft 
earnestly att1m that no IUit1•rapaU1&tlOD Jlft'papnta wu or 1e oardet 
on either by GrJY ot ~a or by 1U1J VIla& u ~,...,. OOY•-• peoiJ,a, 
as ur . V')'ahinfllq 1na1nuataaa 'PP' 11 •Md Ia tba _,I'VJ, ill all. 
t he Woatorn Zones, botll 1DIRRA &114 1411taa')' Qo-t orfl.o1ala ll&n 

done and are 4o1q evel')'th1na to 1D4aaa 118 w rapatdato. oat DO sa. .. 
Ahmenta and no meaaurea, however h&l'ah, oan toroa ao to ~ a 
Soviet-oooup1e4 Lithuania beoauaa wa know only too wall 4 be 

a sentenoe o f death. 
Dear ~s. Roosevelt, you are DOt only a great lea4ar; yon ara 

a woman and a ~other •• e, your a i atar woaan, and LOt hera, wbo have aut• 
tared so muoh , know tlln your un4aratud.i.Dc, ;rour Q~apat!Q' , Yl)nl' 1eter• 

cessi on and support will novar t ail ua and 1n thb kDoWlad&a ,~ a 
gr eat measure ot oomfort . ·,Ia kDow that you will oont1nua to ue your 

great pres tige and your immense intloenoe to proteot oa an4 to help oa 
until we find some haven ot r etuge wlouo we oan begin a new lite , with• 

out tbe continuo.l tear Wld anxiety wbioh baa lllAdo our lite a burden so 
l ong . .lo oaru1ot t i nd words to tell you how deepl;r grateful we are to 

you and t o t ho gr oat and noble country you eo tittin&lY represent . 
Please accept this very inadequate expression ot the gratitude, 

raspeot und deep at teo t ion we feel tor you, 

In the nume ot t he Lithuanian rotugoea and d1aplaced paraone: 

Wi esbadon- HAnau-Knssel . 

17 Deoambor, l946. 

--
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