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September 19, 1947

Mrs, Eleanore Roosevelt : +
Hyde Park r
New York

Dear Mrs., Roosevelt,

For many months there has been at work a group of
prominent White and Colored people who, each being in-
terested in some phase of study of the African Race,
have been d rawn together for a common purpose---a pur=
pose that has developed national interest---and promises
to be, with the proper initial support, a milestone in
the acocomplishment of the Race,

It is the profound hope and ambition of many of the
leading Colored psople that they may be privileged to
establish in various American Universities a chair each
devoted to the study of African and Afro-American His-
tory and Culture as well as the establishing of African
Huli?:; of culture within the campuses of thewse Uni-
versities,

The predominant opinion is that such a plan .Eru-
perly presented and financed, offers an unparralled three-
fold opportunity:

1., It will serve to stimulate the Colored race to a
feeling racial pride---foster a deeper appreciation of
his culture his native talents and will be an inspiration
for continued progress and achievement,

2, It will Ernviﬂu an opportunity to present a
true picture of the African Race with its accomplishment
in Art, Science;, Religion etc; and a true picture of
their eultural ound, Thus it is ho to bring
about a closer understanding and possible appreciation of
the Africans and Afro-Americans in their effort to fit
themselves to menern developments and progress.
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3. It will lessen a growing and dangerous racial tention
betwean White and Colered 2--31. and promote a feeling of res-
pect and tolerance of one toward the other.

Tht‘sround work has been laid, A world wide organization
was formed and duly selescted officers were installed. Many,
many meetings have been held with National and local groups
with men's and women's clubs, industrial groups, churches eto,
Truly all have beesn ous in their iicllrltlnn of s rt
of a program such as 1% outlined in the accompanying Brochure.

The plan for raising the necessary money has been care-
fully worked out through the future sale of Illhlrlhigi and
through contributicons by public-spirited individuals through-
out the nation.

This gigantic undertaking now approaches the realm of a
possibility, The organization has been prone to approach z:u
until the many difficulties had besn surmounted, fesling that
when the time came the living benefactors of the Colored pec=
ple would genserously and unhnlltltinglr ug{purt them. They
%;ﬂ graclously ask you to make possible this opportunity fer

e Race.

And humbly request your support by:
1. Subseribing as a 1lifs member,
2. Subscribing in interest of the Scholarship fund,

3. Making a memorial te some one who may have given
his life in service in the African Campaign during
World War II.

4, Advancing sufficient funds to be used in support of
the general campaign to raise the initial sum of
$50,000,

We are confident from the enthusiastic response that this
program has received ‘.::f University authorities as well as
the various Colored crganizations that once the project has
been successfully launched, the sale of memberships will go
forward with great rapidity,

We must leave the matter in your hands, An unprecedented
cpportunity presents itself to the African Race, T are
alert to this opportunity and they knmow that without your I:E;
port there is 1little or no likelihood of this great and wor
project becoming a reality.

Your decisien is most anxiously awalted,

I remain to be,

very sincerely,
y (::géggiltdf
Prinee Iﬂﬁ tnu-;
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