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Mr. Rooeevflt bousht .orne. ~ acres of fum land. Mfolfl be recttltred 
puhlirc lire. intend in~ 10 eond.acl •sr-icuhural and forutry operation. on • aub.tandal 
~k. The dt-mand• of hi. earetr. however. to interfered that no areat retolu wee 
u blevtd. He lattt ttataft-rr~ 1M f.um Iandt 10 1he Foundlltion, and thit properly 
it noW' in proctM. of bc!oomi:ns a par1 of lhe Jtoote\'eh Memorial. 

'The l..iuJe Whhe Ho~ the cent ral point of intt.rftt of thit Munorial. WM 

built in 1932, co.:tins th~. Ia. than 110.000.00. h, with the guase and gutttt hou.e 
ert<!led IIO(In .tter, were truly Ceorsfa product•. tinee aU t..bor and m.~tulalt woe 
loeaUy ~~ecured. Henry J. Toomb.. the arehitoc:t, makl!l thi• int.er~in3 atatemmt: "'(n 
Mr. Rooeev~h'• fi ,..l vith to Wann SpriniJ in the winter of 1925, he QQCup)ed the oot· 
tage near Mcri•·~~r Inn (rom which lhe bt:ghu1ins• of the Foundadon were p)anntd 
and hi.t fitfl house, to be. buih n-earby, proj~ed. That fine hoolt':-. now known b 

MeC.rtby Cottage,. W.l compleled in winter of 1926. 1n part it 'Wl.l inte:nded to en• 
eounse othen to build winter hornet on the • pur of PiJM: Moo:nla in whieh wu to 
become •uch a part of hit life. But oven while hit tlrt:l cotta~e at Wenn Sprin81t WN 

buj)di~l8 he had ~tt iii!Ctnd • aheo high\"r up on the moun11in. had a topographic: .11,m·ey 
made of it and many lima went tht:rc lo picnic and talk of a. fu ture haute which would 
•il on the edge of the. r•vine which 6Joptd "''~tward from the tire. It i• in tt:r~ins in 
retr<111~ to note dw: rt"M:mblan« of thh loc:.at.ion1 no111· t ile o·f the Liule White Uouat. 
t.o the locetion be later ehoae al Hrde Park for a re!rn t thcrc--.Jto on a hil1 1op • 

.. Mr. Roo&eVt.lt had b«ome much l ntr.re5ted in and • ppr«Jabll!': of the oJd 
h.ollttf in n~N~d,y towrr ... 10 Warm Sprinp. and d~pite ht. fondneu lot the Ou1.~h 
Arttbitwtural tradition of New York, wanted hit houae on the hill 11 Wann $pr-inp 
pauernl!d a fter an old hoi1M'~ char.cterb:tk: of Ctorsla, in CrecnviUe fW'Arby. ( Hi.t fi.rtl 
home at Warm Springe wat 11imiUrly iMp ired by a nurby bmu,e.l The li r-H pl.n~ of 
the houoc "'·ere reject·ed at ~in& too 'prtterujo~ • du: pn!te-Btiouane. eontdttina of 
• .tm.11l1 reccptioB room. The houte wu a~;c;o rdi.,sly reduced to t.iU- ti II now at.tnd.. 
The arrans~ment did noc include a dining room. tht li \''iri,P. room being intentkd for 
both pur~ wMc;h refleec1 Mr. Roote,•ell'l liJte for s implicity and informality, The 
only gt:ne:rous feature wat the large aun deck on the rear. The Go,·emor thought of it 
.u. a modett pllloe in itt fioith u d cktallt and rejeded pluter f~r loc,a_l pine boardt lor 
th¢ interior and inWtl!d on a lire,!JII!Ce of ~tone. gathtr~d from th.e hiU t ide The little 
gnage and tt.rv-.nt.t' building wu buih 111 the .. me time u thor hcx..M:, durint. the .,intr..r 
of 1931.32. The guca.t ccU•ge whh two rootnt and a bath w,. added in 1933." 

The groonds were lf'h much u nature dt\•t.lc~ them, and 1<1 are ther to 
remain. Otherwite, they wouJd net a.ruly reAec;t the thinldn:s •nd the choi~ o( the man 
bdng ~mtmoralh-tly honored. 

Mr. Rc>ote,•eb it the lather of tlw: Slltt: Park System in Georsia • ., he lint 
Yituali:&ed the ercalion of a Stall! Pa r\ on Pi_ne Mountain, Md ..o txptte&t'd himtelf 
in: a ape«h delivered at the dedication of a Memorial Fire Tower, nearby. Hit tug· 
ga:til)n wu taken up and followed thro"gh, to become what ia now Cto11i.a'alarj!til 
and belt developed park of more than 5,000 acres, whh fac;ililiet hf:ina added to the 
prett:n1 IIUI or fa,'Un and 10 more c;.abiru (or overni&ht u.e of r«rutionen . Thl! 
n.1tt1e or ahat Park hN jw:t bttn oftieiaJir chanlllied from the Pine. Moun .. in to the­
Franklin D. ROO&t.~-tlt SU~ Parlt by Act1ns Covt.mor M. E. Tho.mp.on. Sinoe this 
Pule: i. only a few mHtt • way from the Little White Houte. theae two project~ shO'lld 
be m•de to fu:net:ion In unified harmony ot polk)- and of u:at. 



Tho donation of d..e Iandt on whk:h the UttJe White BOOM. Dow6elfa 
Knob: the C.teade. Falla aile, and od.u point. frequmtcd by P~t ROOMYeh 
whlk •t Warm Sprinp.;. bcJns made by the Ceora:i.l Warm Sprinp FourwJ.tlon. 
Thit It a 8ih to t.he State. of CeorsJa. tendert:d upon ~ndilion tNt lhe S&.te 
would further develop. l~n adminU..tor the propt:rty at a Memorial, per-pdu.ally. 

In t!OOpenlicm with that ldt!a, a_nd with the active aupport of thtn Cov• 
trnor Elli• Arnall, an Ad wat pu.ed by the Ceors,ia kaitlllture in the Se.t.ion 
of 1946, eru tins the Franklin D. ftl)()fe\'tlt Warm Sprin.p 'Mmori•l CommiMi4)n. 
a State Agency. Tht. Com:miMion btl teVtnter:n memhcr., and i. charatd with 
the tpceifio duty of recch·in~, dcvdopins, th.tn adminittering t.hit Memorial in 
the r.ublic interttt . An appropriation of 1200.000.00 of State fund• wat mtdc to 
imp tmtrlt the work of the Commt..ion at a ll ttas~ to lott.g .. the Iundt w'lD lut. 
N9 furtht-r linandal aid from the Stale iJ. tofttttnplatLd o r expected. Modeute 
•dmit~iotl lett to M-gin • •hen the Memcni• l lt optrn:d to the publ~~ .Aould p ro· 
vide adequate OJw.r•tional e.xpc:n.n. Should .OMC! o the.r Mcmori•l feature. be 
dec:ided upott. it m..y be that • e.mpal~n for 1ddit ional fundt wilt be .lUI&ed. 
t.itlltr On • n11ion• l or intern• tion11l buu. 

In th it dcvfllopmmt, the Commi .. ion wUI be guided by the •t r<mg, oft 
e:rprtteed tttlli:n~l of Prttident lloo.evch, that thit who le nea 1hou.ld bteome 
• "tit r«te..tional proje<~t , w-h(Je • lot o f people eould lind wholesorm:. rclc~Uoe 
11nd u~cilt. The eoopc:rf.tion of aU who a re in ter~ted and 1ble to help, will 
be IOU!)bt. There it room fqr public b<'iliti.tll u d for priv11.c Optfltiont at well. 
The Mu:ter Plan, for the rtfj; i<ln to be evolved, t.hould eompritc the long Htt Qf 
a iJ •~Pt•blc form11 o f reere•tion, with titet and field. of co_ff'ort •Mipcd to fi t 
cnc,:h n~d. ~ 

Cec:lrsi• thut co~ into • m.tgnificent leg~~ey. the "himate vaJu.e o f which 
i• beyond eon1putation. Th~ c-all for recreational hc:llitie. i,. e\ crywhc:re. 8fe•ter 
thnn the t uppiT- Shoru:r houn o f ...-ork ; the prohle.mt of ju,•enlle clelinqlltnt:y 
and '-'t«n age• erin1e, aU point up dM! urgcn1 need for thit h cillty to be within 
ea.y rf!ach of, ~rhapt. 11 milllon l>tOPI~ within 125 milet radhll frotn Wanro 
Sprinp. 

To the propu mal.ntcnanc::c, devclopmt-n1 1nd txpll'llion of t.hit Memori•l 
to 1.be great hum~u~h11rian aAd world citizen. F'ranklln D. ROOtCVf':b , thit Corn­
miNion pledget itt hat e:fror1. 

_ _Fit:AlfllLr.( 1):-ftOOsEV.ELT'WAkM Si>rtJ.NcJ­
MII'WOIUAl. Co•Nl&IIQN 
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herioa l Amer1oal llb:F l et thio lll&l1 be sone, 
Be baa done DO wrons to azq lll&ll who on tbla 

earth na born. 
We know b1lll not rrom aa•• put 
Tbia man trom 01.1.r memory we abould not oaat 
He oould not walk '1'1 tb an eager otride 
fbe man with juotioe, equelit7, and pride. 

Gone he is we know that now, 
He who wore no eY11 on hia brow. 
llb:F did be leo.ve uo P1'a7 tell 118 whll' 
When ere I ~ard hie n&me I would a! gb. 
In ~ hearts be meant tho aame 
In mine I know be shell &lwa)a r-1n. 

America be loft ua in roar 1945 
He reallJ waa a a.reat man while be was &live 
He waa l1ko a brook o&lm and atill 
And our boarta With jo7 be would &lwa:ra fill 
To tho people of Today be roall7 ••• tho boot 
So m&J God bless hie soul and lot him peacefully 

~· 

reat. 
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