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October 15, 1947

Mrs. Eranklin D. Rocsevelt,
Apartment 15-A,

29 Washington Sguares, West,
Few York 11, N.X.

Dear Mra. Roosavelt:

Mr. Howard Bunter has told ms of your letter of
indicating that 1t would not be posaibls for you to

the sirth
Barva

on the Coamittee for American Overseas Ald and United Nations

Appeal for

Children.

I realize how very buey you are, tut I feel it im of very
great importance that the Committes have the bensfit of your
participation in this joint ceampaign. I do not believe that
the duties of membership on the Committes will be arducus,
and I hope you will see your way clear to serve. I shall
talk with you about this when I see you on Bunday.
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¥r. Hunter from American Overseas
Aid oalled regarding an imritation
sxtended to Mrs. Roosevelt to beocoms
& menber of the Board., Understand
this was done as & result of suggestion
from Miss Lenroots They will handle
all drives for shildren's furds and
other aid programs as well, WNo reply
has been received and they are holding
up the printing of thelr stationery
which will 1ist all board members,
DMdn't bother Mra. Eoomevelt with this
since I assumed correspondense is at
apartmant,










6
( o f

Ve O
CONTINENTAL BAKING COM A{/"‘ ﬁ}'((\*
(Sxer:ut:'u @fficu w Q“'{‘ "L« {

630 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK ﬁ\w r i\ /' \
\

GFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN . . (ﬁ { ) (_ j \‘I{
‘ | *\( o {C
- JSkﬁlber 220 1947 0 ; \
L, : i 1i\- [ \1I \“

irs. Franklin D. Foosevelt = e
Apertment 15-A r J { 4}

47 Wasauington Square West 5
Jdew York 14, New York

%
I N 4 UA
. | & :
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: ~ ﬁ‘ 43

Your wire regarding your inability to attend the meeting of the American
Overseas Aid at Washington on Wednesday of this week has been received. I
very much regret that you will not be able to be present at our meeting, but
I understand, of course, how necessary iL is for you to attend the sessions
of the United Nations.

£ [,:"
e,

We are extremely anxious to have you serve on our Board. I will appreciate
very much a note from you to the effect that you will be a board member in
this extremely important organization.

Will yon please let me know your decision as soon &s it is convenient for
you to do so.

Sincerely yours,

&W

Lee Marshall
Chairman
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt %
29 Weghington Square, West

Hﬂ'n' Yﬂl‘k 11' ﬂi Y.
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
[1
I am sorry not to have replded to y tgqf of September 10
more promptly.

Since I saw you in Auguat & national committee for collection
of finds for overseas aid has been created and Miss Lenrocot tells me that
this is the committee or board to which Mr. Lee Marshall refers in his letter
to you of September 5th. As Mr. Marshall points out in his letter to you,
this committee will eolleet funds to provide relief through a variety of
foreign relief organizations including the Intermational Children's Fmergency
Fund. Mises Lenroot and I hope very much that you will accept membership in
the Board of Directors since it is exceedingly important that this organization
be given standing in the country and have the very best sponsors possible.
Through this organization the people of this country should be able to
receive informetion with respect to the needs of foreign countries. It is
urgent thet the interests of the United Natione, espedelly the concern of
the United Nations for children, be kept permenently before this new
Americen Overseas Ald organization. There is no one who can accomplish
this purpose better than yourself and, therefore, I personally hope that
you will find it possible to participate actively in the work of the
organlization.

Miss Lenroot tells me thet she hng been made a member of the Allocations
Committee which is referred to in the first peragraph on pege 2 of Mr. Marshall's
letter to you. It seems to me that the total amount of money sought is emall
considering the fact that the International Children's Emergency Tund is to be
included. I am discussing this matter with Miss Lenroot shortly, and after —_
the first meeting of the Allocations Committee she will be in a better position
to give you informetion with respect to the total program. As you and I agreed
when I saw you, this would appear to be the time to be bold in asking the
American publiec for aid for children that hawve been the vietims of war and its
aftermath of hunger and immdequate care generally. The question of the relation-
ship between the United Nations appeal for children (Mr. Ording's one day's pay
plen) and this appeal for American Oversees Aid will have to be worked out.
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It wes very kind of you to have lgt me come to see you in Hyde Park.
I hope you have had an opportunity to with Secretary Marshall sbout the
International Children's Emergency Fund. It is certainly urgent that he
understand fully the purpose of this fund and the importance of this country's
cooperation both with Government appropriations end support for appropriate
allocations of food.

Sincerely yours,

Rntte 7. St

Martha M. Eliot, M.D.
Associate Chief
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Dear Mrs. Roossvelt:

The necessity for voluntary aid to those in desperate need around
the world, especially the children, sust be obvious to you. I kmow you will
be glad to hear that those interested in the various appeals for ths different
arsas, together with the United Eations Appeal for Childrem, have come together
for a single caspalgn in Jamuary instead of several burdensome and socattersd
spproaches. This organisation will be known as American Overseas Aid.

President Truman and Becretary Marshall have endorsed and will actively
sopport the campaign. American Overseas Aid will include such sgencies asi
American Friends Service Committee, Church World Bervice, Gresk War Relief,
United Bervice to China, and War Helief Bervices - Eational Catholic Welfars
Comference, and others. The International Children's Emergesncy Fumd, of which
an American is Directer, will be the recipient of the United Eations children's
fund allocation. 1

Qur ismediate joint task is to secure a Board of Dirsotors repressnta-
tive of occupations, regions and foreign relief agencies themselves. This
letter comes from the Chairman of this Board of Directors and the Chairman
of the State Department's Advisory Committee on Voluntary Fereign Ald. The
Fresideat and the Becretary of State have both said the success of this cempaign
is an integral and indispensable part of cur country's foreiga policy. For this
reason, we feel that you will want to accept membership on this Board,

It may not be necessary for the Board to meet freguently, as it will
sppoint an Exscutive Committes to administer the detailed operations. However,
it ip anticipated that Board mesbers will be asied to give leadership withinm
their fields of interest, and especially in the comsunities where they live.
Having key Board members in waricus sections of the country will alse be an
important facter in a successful naticmwide campaign. The cempaign will be
for scmewhere betwesn $40 and $60 million. The smount will be decided by
the Board of Directers.




-:E..ol

There will be an Allecation Committee of cutstanding citizens experiemced
in foreign relief to decide upon allecations to member agencies. Mr. Willism L.
Batt of Fhiladelphia, member of the Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreigm Aid
of the State Department, has accepted the chairmanship of this Committee.

Practically all the organisations representing religious bodies and
foreign-born constituents have agreed to poel their resources and personnel and
finances to make this campaign & success. The lack of such a united appeal since
the close of the National War Fund has accounted for the confusion, chaocs, and

ineffectiveness of agencies' appeals éuring the last two years.

The American way to raise adequate funds is to do it unitedly and con-
certedly. Local public opiniem throughout the country clearly demenstrates this.
¥We therefore ask you to join with us in such an emterprise for overseas aid te
indicate the individual -American's concerm for his suffering fellow man, and
America's lively responsibility for world welfare.

The first meeting of this Board of Directors will be held at the Mayflower
Hotel in Washington, D. C., probably om Beptember 2ith. As soom as the date and
hour are determined, you will be advised. Items of business will be: Adoptiom
of a campaign goal, sppointment of an Executive Cammittee, appointment of campaign
committee, plans for the campaign--especially the relationship to Commmnity
Chest cempaigns, and the preliminary report of the Allocation Committee. We are
expecting that the President and the Becretary 'of State will greet the EBoard at
that time and join in the first public amnouncement of the enterprise.

May we have your acceptance as & member of the Board and your assurance
that you will do your best to attend the first meeting of the Board? Will you
kindly advise Mr. Marshall at the above addresa?

@}E:\NN\Q ﬁ Jﬂr%w Sincerely yours,

Charles P. Taft d\hq
Chairman of the Btate
Department, Advisory Chairman of the Board

Committee on Voluntary American Overseas Aid
Toreign Ald



September 10, 1947

ﬁear Dp, Eliot:

Before I answver this letter
I should appreoiate knowing what you
think of this plan? '

Very silncerely vours,

-

I will be in New York City moat of the
time from no¥ on, 80 please gend your
reply to 29 Washing@on Square, Weat.
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