


Largh 20tk 194s My Dimry at the White House Margaret Domns Fayerweather

After m 1ittle tringlog wp to date about heat, magnoliss and cherry Bloescms 1o Elem
bloom early =---- "E, and I are golog to & Farmers' Union dinner tonight, I have just
celled Helen Pnilip. 5o far, young Var Ness has come through that horror on Iwe Jima
gufe , - s of the 14th."  April Lth - "Hopeless) I'11 have to write it all up after-
wards! Prisonsre of War group here this morming, mostly airmen, I to Sgt, Erimipgimatingy
"what my boy telis me of the Baglish cities - " Sgt, grimly gloating, “Lady] You should
gew Berlinl" He lc the one who in epeaking to Next of Ein of priscusre groups called his
talk, /Ih;r in Zaxiim$ Germany." A grand lst Lt, with idess told me they held debates in
thelr camp, mnd fhere was a majority agreement Xhmk on the value of their F.of W, OI;}I!'!.IMI.
April 5t%, en route to Charlottesville, "Hattly train, but I will at lecst try. Thursdey
morniag, F.D.R. arrived for breskfast, locking terribly thin and worn and gray, &nd the
regonance of hie voices grut.l) affected oy this aggravated sinus trouble mmd ss well as
his testh, which were always bad, sloplog izwards like o meny Delano testh and with geps.
All this ie woise now. The most painful thing to watch is & marked iremor of the bands, E,
and I el two lomg 4 talks about his physical dondition. She says a loss of musculer conm-
trol ‘e notliceable,. He no ionger wauss io drive hls Exx own car at Hyde Park, - lets
her drive, which e pever did wefore, and lets her mix cockitails If Col, Boettiger is
not present. She {ee s that, while {Le long years of amokiu- have something to do with it,
1% is only @ wonder that it hes not come sconer, seeing how impossidle it is for him, in thd
drive of official duties, to kecp his Wody ¢n shaps. She said simply, "I think he faced
the fact, Tfive years ago, that 1;.‘.‘ he had to go on in office, to accomplish his work, it
muet shorten nis life, mzd Be nade that cholce, If he can accompllick what he set oul to
do, &nd thea dies, it will have ween worth it. I agree vith him”, Eig Leart and blood-
preesure &re much better thas last sear - smoking baviag bees so cut down. He takes no
ineterest in air fcod. But I cijimizned to her how sinuses finally rot you of sll sense of
taste, she sald sbe had thou,kt he mesat @& mere loes o” appetite when Le sald, "Th‘l.n.;ll
don't taste right.” But I 4cld ker I couldn't tell good coffes from Bad ste, A -cma: will
g0 on saling & & easabically, just to kesp up strengih, sut 4 man eat for pleaswe, and if
their teste is dulled, lose latersst. His aleriness is mental aand hir opirit unwearled.

Sie told me one dey i. the Fool, %hat she hed to emile wlo. people spoke of how Lired he

must be. "l am all remdy to haud over to others aow, ia all thai I Io " she seid, "sod o
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*.ﬂnﬁ to live in relilemsnt; but Fraokliu seld (o me lest Sunday, 'To kiow Jlemsnor,

I've sean to much now of the Near Zuct mnd Ity Baud &nd all of thea, whea we gel thoo. .
sre, I veileve I'd like to go mnd 1lve there, I feel quite an expert. I welleve I could
help w0 straighten out the Near Esst.' '"Can'i ou think of anything harder ., do?' I asked.

iWell, yes, ' he answercd quite serlouely, 'It's golng tu se awfully bard to straighémn
oat Aeie, whet with Indis and China and Thelland ard Indo-Chinm. I'd like to gei late
toat,! Does iLomt sound 'tired! t¢ ,uu, Margaret] I'm all ready to sit back, He's still
locking forward to more work." --== Well, to get back to dreakfast v. Thursday, - I had
fdund among C.5.F.!s sndless papers & letter of Notman Thomas! oated 1532, &t the time
Charlie was trying to get Norman to come up and meet Franklin and work with him, = (Milk
situation, - producer mnd consumer woth ai mercy of middlemen etc.) Homman wouldn't meet
aim sut went on to give ble épinion that Hoossvelt wus an awfully nice feilow, or some-
thing like that, - ¢ whole parmgraph. 8o I brought it %o Franklin, mnd he wae~> delighted,
ds apparently later did meet him, liked and sdmired Norman, and (es I had hoped) this
hit the spot. He (i1d so muck for Charlie that I 1ile to dring him the 1little injtn;rtn
wiich Lelp to oilaet straiu, It is all a fr.;:i.d. can do. We talked of our Chinese chestnuts,
wut mostly we calked of the Criosa. He told ze of the treeg that had beea planted By the
Fussian arisiwcrats by the palaces, the Tousoupoff and the other royal one, (was it Liva-
dial) = including a row of sequoims, which had survived German destruction. Aund he Llold
of the hideous demolitlion of Sevastopel. But most he wanted to talk of what & strong
and remarkesle charscted Isn Saud of Arabis is, "The Jews don't stand a chance in E"n..'|.-st1ul'1I
e sald, "as long as Ibn Saud lives,” He told me abont Ibn Saud's delight in the wheel
chnlz; he gave him, (He iz crippled »y nine old Wattle wounds) Evidently,Franklin de-
lighte in tue contacte wit™ the leaders of all stripes, He told Fleanor that at Yalta
the pull=togstner was infiniteli, better than at Tehermn. (Actudd words to Eleancr, when ehe
aoked ampout this were, mpproximately, "At Yalta, we staried miles ahead of where we left
off at Teheran.") At Tebsran, he said , Stalin was cagey and susploious of woth Chumel~

e i F-“?%’g:“'- the Russian would oppose something, diifer, 7.D.R. as chairman would
say "Well, let's sleep on 4t) They would adjourn, Next day. Stalln would begin rigat "'“5‘:

"About so and 80, I agree to the President's plan,” and that was that, Ee seemed to have
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[faith 1 the American point of view and in Franklin. Blewaor told it much Wetter than this,
[t guite thr!lled me, It geews o fundamental. One day, I eald te E,R., "What are you colng
to do with Winale after the War?® "I don', know B, she answered., "He if not what's wanted
for aftervards, and I think he knowe L1t." T gather that he and she have had some set-tos,
There pll'u sven an occaslon when she quoted scmething he had said sonths earlier, and he
:.-_I.-Enly denied 17 Present were two people, British, - Athpooe for one, - who had heard
him sa,; it, Ske called them to witnese, they backed her up, he resented it} I wish I could
recall what he had saild, - something thoroughly reactionary.

To get wack to F.L.7%., she saye his sinuses are so much woree In 'nhlm;ton , that
as moon &8 ke gets Back there, he plans to go somewhere else, Whth present cormunicatlions

and the staff he has, he can mansse affairs as well from one spot mes ahother."

A later entiry, nfttr Franklin's death, written on my way hum from ¥.Y. to New Lebanon
N CEE Y X TERLY right after 'the funeral,

"I will now £111 in all thet I can remember of detail of our _ﬁr-kf“t conversation on
Thurslay, March 27th. I cannot pretend to get it in order. Fete Whitney had written Fay
soout his"gardens", oldr cemetaries !in France and Belgium, of which he has charze. He was
anxlous that the Boya' Godies should not We fug up and wroughat home, He wanted people hare
elucaied to feel tLhey were wetter in the beauty of the cemeteries in France, I showed the
excerpt tu Bleanor Wed. She said "Telk to Fracklin hbout 1t." So I did, Breskfast wes ready
ia the West Eall, He was wheeled la, - comlng from Hyde Park by night train, - accompanied
by Laura Delano (and ner setter)) Marsmret (Deisy) Suckley, Borothy Wright, = masseuss and
&.d mesistant to hk secratary, Grace Tully, and dogs, - inclvdinz I think, Falle. Elesnor
waved me to the seat &t Fymnklin's left, saying seuething to the effect that he would see Hir
the others sagain (going to Warm Springs with him) wut not me, So, He snd I just talked,
Eleanor, at the west ead of the table, chimed in., The rest mostly didn't., Said Franklin, -
"Whitneyt Oh, yee, (88 I gave data) the Assemblyman, Well, he's right. It's =x awful
to dig them up, Luv you remember how terrible it wae lgst time? There'd e only an arm and

identifdcation iag wracelst, &ll you could find of the mmn, buried with full honors over

there. Dreadful to dig it up and cart 1% home end do it all over againl And thome @old @tar

Mothers! How they querreled when they sent them over] Bad Business to make so much fuss
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sbout vodies!" (Of course this 1s not sltogether his exact wordsy but the sense of them)
D eaid, "Yeo, but I bad an experience about cremation when our doctor died . I had sup-

rosel tlat thal was_less fuss, but it was much more," Eleanor Lsd had & similar impression
and chimed in uith£1ﬁllillulion. 1 told Franklin of the florid overédecorated St-Mark's-
in = Venlce- gone-mad mausoleus at Troy Crematorium, and Asdrew Schillinger asking me

to wdmire the "Frosaics". He accused me of making it up. Then oune of his impish creative im-
nulees ﬁi’-‘-ﬂiﬂ'im. 80 charateristic of Franklin, sometimes great plans for mankind coming
az lnepiratica, Lead-Lease, or another, sometimes freakish jesting conceptlons like the
following. I tell 1% t. @ ow how patural he wes, &nd how sbsolutely unheunted by any
thought or precentiment of his impending death any of us were, - #ncluding himself]

"fou know, Margzaret, " he said suddenly, "You could make a lot of meney out of death]

(W had menaticned the protiesm of disposiiug of the cremated mshes.) You could buy a block
somewhere ua Seventh Ave. nesr the Bennsylvania Station, 22 bulld a Lg-etorey buildine,
and tiers ol sort of safe Jdeposit boxes" - "Homan Columbarium u -ty-date) " I interposed,
"Tpat 's it] "he chrcocied, "Why , people would Jjust love it. Solve the whole problem,
and you'd meie a fortune." "Well, you can carry out 391& terrible idea, 11 you like, " I
gald. "I think it'se grizzly. Burial is much simpler." "Io you know, " he saild, cocking
his head at me, "where I want to »e buried? ':"u-r|1l & spot 1o the rimm garden at ﬁ‘_dl Park,
wiere, to my cetbsrin knowledsze, {He nodded emphaticelly at me, and theese were hls eract
WordBey lave Besu duried ons old mule, two horses &nd & dozen or so of the fasily dogs, and
thatle where [ want to e buried.”

Ané there, leasf than three weeks later, on Sunday, ril 15th, his worn body was buried,
while his spirit :; set fres to do, mt the San Fracclesco Conference, in thls Hatioen,
nné‘lmli.;:u‘:'urld. for al! time, the work begun in the crippled, broken body, which he
never allowed to dominate it. Froz= this, it ie clear to me, how truly he felt the cast-
off bod;y welonged with all Gust, - the mulef and the dog, Te used it, imperfect ad it mmsx
had Tecome ti1ll it gave out completely and he was released with merciful speed, to fo

on "about Hig Falher's businese,”

There wus mlch more about ¥alta, but it is on the oven page ws it wers, He delighted

in the use the Soviets had made of the Crimea ms & rest and play ares afxhie varkenix
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for the weary workerc, He described what tle luxury of the Czerist Riviera valaces had
© een, aud Low the Bolshéviki had not destroyed, but sdapted, the to the pecpledd use

tiet wus there, It tock the %lind xaximzxaf: revaging of the German hordes to put the
torch to &ll that Llhey cculd reachl The Yousoupof! &nd Livadis palaces had ween German
faw, and they somehow didn't et to desiroylng those, I asite? F, about Malta &an? he suswered
“Well, 1'd seem tha! before, so thet wesen't as interestin- to me ae the Ilack Sea and the
Crimea, I'd always wanted to see that,"

I recalled & tallz sevez or el ht years vefore, when Le had discuseed wit* someons who
hed been 1n Hurwsnia, the Hungarlan and Rumernian countrydile. He “a? followed krenly the
Journey sie described il said causally, "Then you came vut ints tha!: srain country,
snd nopfore forests, ~" (She wasa sone sort of & cousiu or relative, I tFink). She said,
astonished, "Why, yes! H;w di¢ you know} Franklin!" He angwered, "I've alwars wanted to
travel throush that region and the Black Sea mad the Gluca;ul. You know, Eleanor, we could
take two cars and a trailer, aad Gus and Missy, - (Yo see it wst long a-o, when Gus Gen-
nerich wae o'y guar? and Marguerite Le Hand personsl Jecretary)) - snd travel sbout inco:z-
nito. At thet, there was a howl I{rom young Franklin and John, who had just been recognigzed
w:d had some odd experiences in Spain the summer before, "You, lncoznito! With your face

xnown in every corner of Zu-spel' etc., etc., The Presideat sighed. "Well, I suppoce we

couldn't exactly ve incoznito. But we could travel &¢ privete indlvidumls." How that thread
ruos through all my sm memorlee of him in the last elsh® yearel He lonzed to e & "private
individual®™, :- longer "an instlitution”,( That was the pkrase e use® about iryinz to do
without {ood coupons &t Hyde Farz that timel) Tut he waes never acaln to become & "pri-
vate in-ividual) in 1ife or in death! Mary Marvin save me & very moving mccount of his

bw lal at Hyde Fark,”
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