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Dear Mrs. Hoomevelt:

I know you are & very busy woman, but I do wish you would read this lettar
personally, if that is at all podbible. It would give you a better understanding
of how the Catholic liity really feel. I am just a plein Catholie eltisem.

After rending your artiole entitled "High Court Ruling Seems to Ghange
Fresdom of Worship®, I have these comments to makes

I believe wary strongly in the complete separation of Church and State
as doss almost ww Catholio with whom I am olosely soquainted. I do not see
where transporting the childrem of taxpayers to any kind of school they chooss
to send their childrenm is any viclatiom of freedom of religlous wordhip. The
State of Hew Jersey provides transporsatiom of childrem to "mom-profit schools™.

The opponemts of free transportation for Catholie ohildrem to Catholie
sohools are also the opponsuts of Cathollie schools and everything else that is
Catholio, Bills Anaugurated at different times prove this., A bill recently
introduced im the Btats of requested that Catholiocs be forved to get
permission to send their childream to but a publie school. Now that is
a violation &f religious freedom. PFortunately the bill did not pass.

Peoples of several faiths ocould complain of the laws of the Dietriot of
Columbia in regard to the daily opening of publie sochools providings

1. That the Lord's Prayer be said at the opening of solool emch morning.
And, of ocourse, this is the King James versiom.

2. That the Bible be read alsc. And, of course, that too is the EKing
James versiomn.

3. That the flag be saluted,

The first two are in opposition to Catholic and Hebrew teaching. The latter
is in opposition to Jehovah's Witnesses. Bo I askyous ARE THE PUBLIC S8CHOOLS
REALLY PUBLICT I hawve attended both Oatholie and publie schools. In the publie
schoole the teachers bent over backward to keep the sshools public. However, it
was the law of the State of Eentuoky that the King James version of the Bible
be read in turm by the students emch morming. I would like to hear the Baptist
Convention's views on a Catholie student's privilege of reading the Douay version
of the Bible in publie (1) schools where they have tried to inject Protestantism
with some success., If you want to find the trus reasom they opposs free
portation %o religious sohools Mrs, Roosewelt, suggest
in a letter to them and you will find that they oppose
a whols and would violate our religious freedom if only they could, I
believe they would permit a choloe of Catholie or Protestant Bibles im the sschools.



I, as many Catholics do, oppose public funds for religious schools. I
can see that a provision of that sort would destroy our freedom of worship,
which means so much, so very much to us. However, I sincerely believe that
if the Btate owss ons ohild transportation to the school of his choloe it
owes every ohild that transportatiom, rich eor poor, Catholle, Hebrew, Lutheran,
Baptist, ste, Negro, white, Chinese, Japanese, or what have you. I think that
transportation and education ban be just as separats as Church and State.

I too have been troubled lately alout that old slipping away
from us, Who is injeoting religion into everything t As long as we are
not of the same faith in the United States, and if we are to have complete
asparation of Chursh and State, don't you think our inner conscisnce should
guide us in our oivio affairs, instead of belng oalled upon to reelte our
different versioms of prayers and soriptures im publief?

I support your opinion in almost everything, but im this I do nmot think
you ses the true motives on either side.

Very truly yours,
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Mre. Eleanor HOOSEVELT

Washington
U-_ﬂ-l-

Thousands of sons of my native country,
Ukraine , cannot return home. They
were compelled te choose the hard and trouble-
some way of a restless wandering.

Owing to the generosity of Your moble
Heart my compatricte were protected from be-
ing attacked by obscure powers.

I, son of a country which had sacrificed
millions of people in thelr struggle against
the aggressors, will lay at Your feet my
little work as & bullding-stone of gratitude
cultivated in our Ukrainian hearts.

Yours respectfully

Hanover, om the 10th
of March 1947.
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