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CHESTER BOWLES
ESSEX, CONNECTICUT
Decesber 26, 1947

Dear Mra. Boosevelt:

I am leaving on Jamuery 2nd on a five weeks trin to
Burope and I have been wondering if there is anything that I
could do for you while I am over there. I am flying direct to
Parie. From Paris, I a= going to Home, Budapest, Belgrade,
Prague, Warsaw, Comenhagen, and londm. I am returning on the
Cneen Yary on Jaousry 28th.

The purpose of the trip is to investigate the extent
of children's health anid welfare problems; %o find sut exactly
wiat the gpvernments themselves are doing to zeet their owm
difficultien; and o try to develop some sporaisal of the effi-
clency of the wmork belng done by the Children's Emergencr Fund
and private agencies in general. I ao being sent by the Thited
Hations in oy cepecity of Internstional Chalrman of the United
Fations dppedl for Childrem.

Mra. Bowles, who has had a good deal of experience in
child welfare md educational work, is going wth me as a volunteer.

From a brief trip to Ewope a year ogo, I have mme
idea of the dismal situation that existe there and I imow that
the trip will by no Zests be a pleassnt one. I am honeful,
however, that I can accomplish somsthing md at least be in a
better position to describe firsthend the migerable conditions
in which the new gemeration is growlng wp.

I know that you have vigited zany of those countries
and it pcourred to me thet there might be some ways in which I
could secure some specific information which you might 1like to
have, If so, I will be in Essex untll I leave and you can reach
s here if there ls anything whatsoever that I can do.

Then I return, I hope that we'll have sn opoortun ty
for a talk. I am one of the few who 1s not too gloomy over the
prospects of a third party. In at least three waye, it seems %o
a0 that a third narty as be heloful to the kind of political
literalisz in which mo believe. First, it 2ay lull the Bepublicmos
into putting ‘® a wesc cendidate on the theyry that myone can win.
Second, 1t may force the Dgmerats to nominate liberal cmdidates
who they 7ight ctherwise feel muld safely be passed up, Third,
1t will zake us the middle of the rosd sarty - "a ittle left of
cemtor” - and free us of the old charge that we are influenced by

fellow trevellers, commixigts, "long=haired Ubersle”, etc.
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I don't question the fact that we will loee soze votes
to a Wl lace Third Party, Bat there wre other ways in which we aay
gulz, snd it is concelvable that our galns mey even offget oy losses,
In any event, I believe that the cmpalgn in '48 will be artramely
eritical and I'11 be snxious to get your views on this,

In the memtize, please let =0 know if there is anything
I cn do for you abroad.

ary sincerely,

Cheeter Bowles
dra, Eleanor Boosevelt

Eyde Park
Hew Torkc

(comy sent to 29 Tashington Square, West, ¥ew Tork City)
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