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Cleveland, 0., Jan. 27, .1947. !

Mrs., Franklin D. Roosevel$,
Hyde Park, N. Y.
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Realising :rw.r deep ocompassi n ﬂu
unde rhﬂiﬁl Lnnhu liberty
enclos li’:wiﬂ. m':
of world uuﬁitim by R. H, It ‘Ihll'
- have not heretofore oome to your attentien, I

am in hopes you will weloome their receipt.

Originating in The uhrhﬂuu Soience ,
Monitor you may agree that their contents |
merit thought ful oconsideratieon.

You will note the artiecle contains two
quotations from F.D.R.'s spesches.

Singerely,

| .
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‘Th Q{Rig_h?f

Humanidty Marches Ahead

Toward Universal Liberty
By R. H. Markham

Staff Writer of The Christian Science Momitor

These days and years are marked by the march toward personal freedom and, human
rights. Men and women, in the struggles of the war, have battled forward in the search
for self-respect

Some situations, some evenls, appear to refute the gain. There are much censorship,
repression, violence, and even tyranny, But the score of favorable and unfavorable de-
velopmenls is significantly on the side of freedom.
This does not miean that ordinary men and women on all the continents actually enjoy
more freedom and abundance in December, 1948, than in December, 1836 ar even
_]nf'l:- But ‘.hL-'.'_r:-:-'-J.' have the best chance in history to become free, Obstacles were
blasted out of the way with such excessive vigor that the road itsell was damaged, but
prospects of restoration and a general advance are good.
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During the last few year
wimien have glven appre
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wanta, Hungary, Bulgaris, Greecs
Yugoslavia, France, Italy, an

several Latm-American counirie
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io parlisrme in: France, lialy
Bulgar anin, “Hungary
Maost of the other European par
linments have had womeg depu
ties for & number of years

Major Role in War

They have played major revo
lulicnary roles in Spain, Bulgsria
Romania, Poland. They Llook
enl part in Undergrous:
Russin, Yugoslavie, Al
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and other oocupled lands.
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A PROPOSED Intermations! Bill of Human Rights, pre-
pared by a Commitiee of the American Law Instituie for
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PAUVE WAL BELT By SGEE LeE
workers better than the other,
No responsible ilit.lld or &o-
cial ETou publicly voon ey
that wurEgri should ba de-
prived of human dignity. Poli-
ticians, bankers, edi-
tors, chambers of

commerce—
-all call themselves friends of

labar,
0Of course, this lip service
does not mean-that indusirial

inflation, war devasiation, bad
housing, and a slump in pro-
duct-on in most countries, most
worlkers throughout the world
have a lower standard of living
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“IT IS YOUR busimess
1o . . . preserve liberty for

el ﬂmuu? bear
jr:':au that mot with poli-
Hiclams i;:mb {or)
office seekers, ity you
is the question: shall , . .
libertias be presevved to the
latest pemevation?™
—Abrabam Liseols
Fab. 11, 18861
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than 10 years ago. They enjoy
fewer of the fruits of what men
and women consider Ireedom.

Foreed Labor

Moreover, in many nations,
they ard subjected to increasingly
rigid contral,

In Russia, for example, the
pendulum has swung from the
"privilege of working™ back o
the “duly of working,” where it
wag 25 years ago. The praclical
result is that the Boviel Gov-
ernment s able o tell persons
where, how, and for how much
they must work. Milliors of men
and wemen in Communisi-domil-
nated lands are inescapably ted
to specific fobs

Ik ul'!u‘rrll.lh!r a seback 1o
?TW when ernments Like
athers or m rs from homes
or offices and force them to work
In distant mines or Iactcries, Co-
ercion, though spplisd by “labor
m;mwmu." still s subjugs-

-'Iilﬂ. forced labor in &n even
frasser form, such aa would not
have been toleraled in mr”plrl
ol the western world before World
War 1, is widely practiced now.
First, the Nazis forced 12,000,000
men and women from occupled
lands into slave labor of the most
l;g:;ﬁm and now at least .-

: Germans, Hungarians,
Finna, Italians, and others are
kept &L forced laber in
France, Britain, and Yugoslavia.
It is slmest exclusively “labor
governments™ that thus deprive
laborers of human freedom. This,
of course, is a grave blow to the
cause of human rights,

‘Labor' Governments
Neverihe & potential galn
for labor may ilﬂfﬂd every-
where, The w kas a charce
for more future freedom tham he
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puddlers in the garish glare of
teal plan w-ltr-ibgm
alunﬂ.ﬂl:nwbm v come

, and Sofla, in Moscow,
Manila and Milan, in Tuk;\cr and
Trieste have become conscious of

yestarday have received new
hope and ste streiching out Arm
hands [or human rights. They
dor’t Bave them yel, in most
lands. They even are being
abised and deceived by their
own leaders, in some places, But
they have made an unprecedeni-
od gain and hall cleared the way
o their best dreams.

More Freedom

For Pensanis

Peasants and farmers also have
made large polential sdvances.
One factor in this ls the land dis-

tribition that hes taken place (n 'han

land ownership in |tself doss ol
bring freedom. In lowa,

and Minnesola, for instance, aas
':l-l-'lm;t"l'l:di 1ell ln"ud"nlr Fraemy
a renter, In

frlm-lnl-l:r all the hrmm
ong been d

remain poor, Mere of
& patch of ground 't Iasu
I to the possessor. Fur-
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diekd I Fssla, Britais Tron
other places.
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workers throughout the world
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than 10 years ago. They enjoy
fewer of the fruils of what men
and women consider freedom.

Forced Labor

Maoreover, in many nationa,
they ard subjected la increasingly
rigid contral,

In Fussia, for example, the
pendulum has swung (rom the
“orivilege of wmtm{"' back o
the “duty af workin where it
was 13 Years ago. e praciical
result is that El' Soviel Gov-
ernment 1 able to lell persons
where, how, and for how much
they must work, Millions of men
and women In <?nmmunhl;dmnt-

The illiterate, ragged, weary of = ons sk

clutjonaries an
veslerday have recelved new oo bureaucrat-ridden
hope and ste stretching out frm Hﬂﬂu" m.,l;: are

hands for human rights. They

ed gain and half cleared the way

10 their besl dresms, ald
Bultans.
More Freedom oy
majority of

For Peasanis

nated ]l;ld‘ll :hr': i pably ted
to specific |

Itp'L: uﬂJ’H‘LhIﬂ)‘ a se'back to
progress whea governments take
fathers or mothers from homes
or offices and force them to work
in distant mines or facicries. Co-
ercion, though applied by “labor
ﬁw:mmmu." still is subjuga-
an,

Also, forced labor In an even
:nm;ﬂi:n?]mctﬂumwwld nﬁ
a olera
nf:ﬁl western wosld b-!ﬂ:'JivW$l.d
War 1, is widely practiced now.
First, the Nazis forced 12,000,000
men and women from occupled
lands into slave labor of the maost
Feutal sort, and now et least §,.-
£ 0,000 ermans,  Hungarisns,
Finns, Tlaliana, and others are
kept at forced labor in Russia,
France, Britain, and Yugoalavia
It iz almost exclusively “labor

laborers of human freedom.
of course, ls a grave blow to the
cause of human righis,

‘Labor’ Governments

Nevertheless, a polential gain
far labor may be discerned every-
where, The worker has a chance
far more future freedom than he
ever enjoyed belore,

This is seen, for example, in
the fact that all the govrenments
of eastern Europe claim to be
labor governments. Premier Petru
Groza of Homania, for instance,
has repeatedly tlold me that his
regime (s based on the Romanian
workers. Marshall Tilo says he
represenis the Yugoslay workers.
FPremier George Dimitrov long has
led the Bulgarism Workers I;.“ty.
The heads of workers parties play

governments” that thus dqaiw -
Is,

& decisive rgle in Hungary, Caech-

Pessants and farmers also have ':'ﬁ“h isndlords and  private
rade large poteniinl sdvansts. money lenders, the peasants are ig
One fector in this s the land dis- a betler position
tribistion that has taken place in Uhan they have been during

Poland, Romanis, Hungary, and p. g in a half-demolished neigh-
eastern Germany. 0t is true thal bar's barn, but th

land cwnership in iiself does ol ten fo el about
b Ireedom

. In lowa, selves & real house of their own
’E’ ol xl:t:‘l;
nnot readily e wner
u renter. In Serbia and Buigaris, Freedom
raclically dI.'II the [arm iLAE

important, more nearly equal. The more Lnl:‘j:.-unl. place I.In world

recent breaking up of most =~ affairs

Z More freedom has come for the
to the possessor. Fur- family, which means especially
thermare, land reform in eastern foe women and children. During

esleem,
large estates was poten- which tends hqﬂﬂul!'rm certain

Eurcpe's
tinlly a ‘toward the liberation af

P or
of the most repressed class, This does not mean that either
* The world is meving toward a men or women are [ree in Russis,
solution of the land problem, al- bul in relation Lo men, women
though the goal js still distani, 1t heve made nolable progress Lhere.
lies peither in minule peasant Also, this sdvance
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CONGRESS SHALL MAKE wo law respecting the eitab-
lighment of eelipion, or probibiving the free exercive thereaf,
m of speech or of the press, or the

or abridping
ripht of the prople peaceably ro asvemble,

—The Bl of Bighty iw the Lwiind Sisten Comaiiimiion.
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Much “emancipation of
is Illusory, Bome “freedom” has
andhtﬂm
mlm:mu newly of the p
" women of Eurcpe are velopme
sad fMgures. But on the whals, For. exs
‘women are in a betler posiiion to o
‘win personal freedom in all the w
continents than ever before in g
history, perninate
mmllwﬁlﬂdﬁ:‘t Mih:lf:
Ih-'lm]d.d'nn m Likew:
burden . privations, agency, '
MYy FEars.
Inmhd;m'urmml
comes low, food scarce, Ideay
inadequate, A majority of the It
women of the world certalnly i o
lived more comfortably and se- sta
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46 Hilllop Place New Hoven 15, Connecticut

July 7, 1947

Dear Mdrs, Roosevelt:

I am sure it is no movel thing for you to
receive books fros suthors, and I daressy many of
thess suthors badger you with requests. My requect
1s seriocus and long-considersd. It concerns an
acbition of mine to write the story of your life,

The book I am sending with this letter is
my first book, & blography of the Mormon prophet,
Joseph Smith., It is a critical, carefully documented
study of a blsarre and controversial religious leeder,
I wrote it with a consuming hunger to get at the
facts, But always in the writing I promised myself
that sy next book would concern itsalf with somecne
for whom I could feel devotion and admiration ds
well a8 curiosity and astonishment. There & no one
now whom I want more to write about than you, I
would quite willingly spend seven years, as I did
on this bock, to achieve a thougktful apd finely
sritten story of your life., But I need first of
all for you to tell me that you have no objection
to my trying.

dy beet lotredection is this book, from
which you sbould be able to discern very quickly
my merits and iimitations,
Sinceraly yours,

Urs. Eleanor Roosevelt 7 )z, M

Hyae Purk, Hew York
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