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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt;

Thank youo agaim for rn—.ndl.ng me for the lesdership
of a yonth gronp to Bnrope this srumer wmnder the ansploes of.
the American Yonth Hostels, Incorporated.

Dr. Alonso Mayars of New York ﬁlﬁ!lm m A
aplendid recommendstlon alsc. I was rejected: '
of one of the groups this stmmer. Enclosed yon will mo
my owvn descriptlon and presentatien of the facts ln the
oagd« E

my ocomclmslon that AYH posslbly felt it mqmrﬂ- to
ask a Negro to lead onae of the grm- at s stage of
o

After raad thls material Dr. Meyers agreed with : =
thelr development. I wonld like get yonr resctlomn to &

the enclosed data. &k
Two persocns who reglstered for trips to the Seandl-
navian conntries are cancelling thelr tr bescanse thay
{:-1 that AYH has not lived np to Llte sta principles,
my casd. :

If yon find it necessary to disonss thls matter wlth
me furthar, I wonld be very glad to do so. yon many
timea for all of the help yon have been to me, I remaln

Very sinecerely yonrs,

M’S Hwh' o
mml-;. 3. -
Mrs. Elesnor Roossvelt ' "- ‘Em _
£9 Washlngton Sqnare
Neaw York, N. Y.
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On board the US3 John grlesen returnlng from durope September,
1946 I encowntered a nnmbar of yonng panpla rqtﬂrnlng from dnrope
who hed Dean travelln; as members of the amerlecan Yonth Hostel
gronp. I hed many talks with them coneerning AYH. They sesmed tg
have been so favorably Llmprassad thnt‘r Wes recommended by them to
Mlsas Patrlels Jennln:s, Llrgetor of ths travel ssivles dlvlslon of
Amarlean Yonth hostels, Ine., tc lead & crewp of yong peornle to
ahrope thls s“nmer, 1947. ulss Jennln_:s promptly sent me a letter
8sklng ma If I was Llnterdsted ln applylng for a lgadarshlp posltlon,.
If s0, reglster anch Interest by retora mnll; L dld so and recalved
an appllication fcrm sent to prospectliva lundora; I fl}lod ot tha
canpreéhJnsive form and sent Lt to Klss Jenalags. Ineclnded In the
many gqhestlons esked was cne's beckirowmd wlth projects slmllar to
tha AYH experlence, snch as hlklng, cempln:, and the llke. It elso |
lngnired abo"t one's rell;lon and hls race. In sdditlon tc reqnest- |
lng & photograph, Lt reqeested that tha appllcant uppﬂuﬁ for a par-
sonal Ilntarviaw,. .

In Febrnary I went down tc the New York efflce smd had the in-
tervliew which was condvcted oy iilss Jeonlnzs. She seemad to have
been favoraoly lmpressed at the close of the Interview,

I had rejistered to lead a grenp elther to Rwssla or to Gars=
many. I was told that by april I wovld be LnEormad as to whether
or not I wonld Pe jolny to Rwasla or dermany. In othar vorda, I waa
iaft wltn the 1mprdaslén tiet I had bean dwelected, bvt whethar the

grovp I was tc leaed would be geing to Gevnany or Rnasles was the
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stlon at that time "nanswered. ‘A few weaks later I jot a latter
stating that AYH was having dl ff4onlty with the State Department
relative to getting into Germany, therefore they co"ld nct offer me
o leadershlp positlon to durops thls svmmer. A blt dlssatlaflled
with thls snswer per se, I called the ?rflou and talked with Mlss
Jennings. She Indleated to me that th! reason mf appllicatlon was
belng lll-considerad was dne tc the fact that scmgbody on beard the
US3 John frlecson had reportsd that I had been "enthuslastle for
cansgs”, I snjgested that a parsonal gonference wonld clear “p thls
qunastlion completely. Thlas confd4rence whs granted. At that mzetlng
was Miss Patrlcla Jennln;s, Mrs. Isaosll B. Bmlth, secratary of AYH
and Mr. Monrce . Smith, Sxecntliva Dlrlntgra Thué asked me my poll-
tlosl views, I stated frankly and flrmly that jhllu I was not o
comminist, never was a commnnlst, and n¢ver Intended to be ona, I was
not relnctant to ¢xpress my llberal polnt of ¥lew becanse I was
afrald of baing amcecnsed of commonlstle affillations. At the close
of the mesting wr., Smlth polnted ont that I ¢enld conslder myself

olesred of any pharges nmeds against me.

THs PHESENT STATUS OF THS CASE

On Aprll 1%, 1947, Miss Patrleols Jennin:s, Diresctor of the
travel servlice divlsion wrote me stating "Lt is wlth regret that ve
mast Inferm you that onr exscwilve commlttee has decldad agalnst asc-
cepting yoor applicatlon for lssdershlp to Snrope. However, it Ls
net on the gronds discvssed ln onr recent u?n;ernntlun'. There, I
think dlss Jennln_ s is referrlny to the commnnlst charge. &he for-
ther stated that "we fedl “het we mna= of necasalty take people who
have had Hostallng experiance -.nd consirwcticn work @s cnr lesadars",

Balng snrprised 2% patiing a rujamtlau ol my appllcation after
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“ balng se enthnslastloally recdlved at the last conference I Nua wisl
the offlecers, I called the cfflce for clarificatlon. I asked to

sp sk to dlss Jennln:s and withont discrnssing my case at all she
raferred ma to Mr. Momree omith, the execntlve dlrecter. Mr. Smlth
polntad ont that the reamson I was balng rejectsad the leadership of a
grovp was scldly on thd gro'nds that I did not have u;pqugnoq in
conatrwetlon work. In spltas of tharract that I worked wlth a s'wmmer
camp ln Chlcego on & slmller project end In splte of the fact that

I hed a s'mmer job In Dnrham, N. C. Whire carmntry was one of the
maln axperlences I acgqnired, I was consldered lnqllglhln tc lasd the
growp becanse I did not have what ha termad "anongh censtrnetlion
work experlance”. . At thls polnt In enr conversation I laquired if
he ware locklng for experta In conatroctlon to lead AYH grohpl; This
gnastion was asiked ln the lltht of thae pnrpecse of tha EHofloin Yonth
Hostels, Incorporsted which "ls a non-proflt maslng edneatlonal or-
ganlzatlion that makss travel poaslole for yo'ng paeple Lln good com-
peay and at low cost? Mr. Smlth replled that the gnestion of race
was not ln the pleterg at all In rejecting my upﬁlluatluna (Note:
This la not & direct anawer to the grestlon aasked.) I remindad lri
Smith that I knew that In thelr general statement thera was a commant
which reads that "hostslling ls for sll, regsrdlass of raca, rellglon,
or natlonallty." I asked him how many Nejross wonld be jolng on the

trips this s"mmer. He replled "none".

MY OTN APPRAISAL

From what I “nderstand, irs. [sabsll 4. Smith, Sgcretary of the
orgenization told m¢ that In 19°8 they tock a Negro yonth with AYH

to dnropé. She polnted ont that thaere were difflonltles arlalng be-
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AYH (cont'd)

cansgd of hls raca.

l. Ond of the parents of one of the yonths took his
danghter off the trilp vscanse thls Negro was golng.

2s In Jarmeny thard was mnch difficwlty facad bacansa
the Ne_src boy was alonj.

Sha.stated that thare was objdction to his awlmming Iin the poolss
It 1ls my pairacnal oellef that AYH haa trled to nvn!d problams as
mrch as possible. Therefore, they have fonnd 1t mnch more convenlent
not to enco"rage Nejroes to accapt A!'H tripas. The raclal distribn-

tion of thy AYH grenps ovar ths y.ars mey snbstantlate thls posltion,

Note: A logleal qrestion to ask ls "If AYH does not enconrage
Negroes to lead AYE trips, why was I oonsidered In the first place?®
The answer to this question 1ls as follows: AYHers retnralng from
Buropse last svmmer strongly recommended to Miss Fatrieia Ilmln.;i.
Natlonal ﬁluutqr of the Travel Service Division that I be made a
leader of an AYH gronp for 1947. Miss Jennings whom I filrmly be-
lieve 1a withont bias on this rascial issne proceded to treat me
with the same conrtesy as all prospectlve leaders. The diffienlty
arose vhesn lﬂ-l-l of har luhrlurl took notice of me when I appeared
at the office for a personal interview with Miss Jennings. I think
1t was at this polnt that some method of eliminating me from the

list of lsaderas was davised.



THE LATE FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

EWS of the death of Franklin

Delano Roosevelt, President of the
United States since 1933, was heard with
the deepest regret throughout the civil-
ized waorld.

Apart from the United States, no na-
tion felt more keenly and sincerely the
loss than Canada. At Queen’s, where
Mr. Roosevelt received the honorary de-
gree of Doctor of Laws on August 18,
1938, in the most colourful and dra-
matic Convocation ever held at the Uni-
versity, the feeling of sorrow was in-
tensified.

A simple but impressive memorial ser-
}-i‘?_rns held in Grant Hall on the

Ty

afternoon of April 15, when members
of staff, students, graduates, and citizens
of Kingston gathered to pay honour to
a friend and a great statesman. The ser-
vice was conducted by Principal Kent
of Queen's Theological College, Principal
Wallace, Dean R, 5. K. Seeley, Dean
of Ontario; and Rev. George A. Brown,
Arts '04, Theol. ‘07, D.D. "33, president
df the Kingston Ministerial Association.

In his address Principal Wallace said:

“During the last three days a pall of
sorrow has cast its shadow on almost all
the world ; there is no country -that does
not acknowledge that a great leader has
gone, For Franklin Delano Roosevelt has

A HISTORICAL OCCASION

President Rosssvelt shak
Ouean's an ““Il- N 183 N
a Canadisn Unsiversity.

ing hamds with Chancellor Richardssn st the Special Convecalion al
was the flret time that an Ameriean Presideni had besn lsureaied by
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Minister of Canada and he co-operated
in the opening of the bridge across the
St. Lawrence River twenty-five miles
down from Kingston, In doing so, he
gave the password for Canadians and
Americans alike, as they go to and fro—
friend’. For the bridge was an-
F other link to cement the friendship be-
tween the two peoples which he had done
so much to promote. Franklin Roose-
velt has crossed the bridge from this
earthly habitation to the realm beyond.
His great gift of friendship, which he
used so lavishly to make this world a
freer and happier place in which to live,
he has brought back home to his Master.
somehow we seemn to hear at the other
side the words, 'Well done, good and
faithful servant, Franklin Delano Roose-
velt Fass, Friend'."

'Fass,

—_—n

MRS, J. E. McKAY
TO HEAD ALUMNAE

R5. J. E. McKAY (Eleanor

Arts '14, Ottawa, was

elected president of the Queen’s Alumnae

Association for the ensuing vear, at the

annual meeting held in Ban Righ Hall,

(ther officers appointed were as fol-

lows: past president, Miss Hery] Troax,

‘27, Montreal; first vice-president, Mrs,

K. E. Dowsett | Jean Rose), "19, To-

ronto ; second vice-president, Mrz, W. R.

Hambly {Edna MeGill), '12, London;

third vice-president, Miss Jean Royee,

30, Kingston; secretary, Miss Myra

Filley, "2B, Ottawa; treasurer, Miss Kay

Elliott, "26, Toronto; archivist, Miss Jean

Richardson, '35, Kingston; conncillors—

Mra. E. T. Munro (Barbara Graham},

, ‘37, kingston; Mrs. A. D, Cornett | Jean

lacalister), “10, Oshawa: Miss ?'uf.'rr_l.'

Mrs
‘24,

Minnes),

MeCallum, "16, Smiths Falls :
Holmes | Billie Nobes),
Royval; Mrs, W. G, Cornett | Jessie
FEwart), '21, Hamilton; Miss Elizabeth
.'l.|.|.l.'|-|ll.-r.‘-llrl. ‘24, Toronto; Miss Bessie
MacLennan, '25, Kirkland Lake; Miss
Darothy Mills, '45, Ottawa

Dwring the business part of the meet-
ing it was agreed that the Alumnae As-
soctation should affiliate with the General
Alumm  Association for a  three-year
period, as an experiment, The former
will retain its own executive and will
continue as a separate ofgamization,

E. L
Mount

DR. JAMES J. McCANN
APPOINTED TO CABINET

DH J. J. McCANN, Med. '09, Liberal
member for Renfrew South, was
recently appointed Minister of National
War Services fn the federal cabinet. He
succeeded the Hon. L. R. LaFleche.

Dr. McCann was described as the
“Man of the Week™ in the Montreal
Stondard, which said, in part: “Ten years
in the House of Commons have shown
that Dr. McCann is an able and brilliant
debater. His ability was several times
recognized prior to his appointment to
the cabinet . . . But McCann's claim to
fame lies not alone in his parliamentary
activities, He is one of Canada's earliest
advocates of preventive medicine, of the
free distribution of serums and of many
other health measures generally accepted
today.”

The new Minister is a past president
of the Ontario Health Officers’ Associa-
tion and of the Canmadian Public Health
Association. For manv years he served
as coroner for the County of Renfrew
and as Medical Officer of Health—for
Renfrew, Dr. McCann has served as a
member of the Board of Directors of the
General Alumni Association.

DR J. ). MeCANN
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SPRING CONVOCATION MARKS CLOSE

T e o

OF 104th SESSION OF UNIVERSITY

ITH Chancellor Dunning presiding,

the 104th session of the University
was officially brought to a close at Spring
Convoeation in Grant Hall on Wednes-
day, May 16

In his address to the members of the
graduating class, Principal Wallace said
that they had been spared for the dif-
ficult davs ahead He said that the
alities of courage, good judgment,
knowledge, self-sacrifice and strenuous
endeavour would be needed in the battle
for peace and that he felt certain the
new graduates would rejoice in IE'!'.:
challenge. “The great purpose which
lies before us all is to give ourselves with
all our abilities and our energies unre-
----'-.'|_-|||} to human needs as the young
men of the last five years have given to
the overcoming of evil forces in war”

The degrees of Doctor of Laws were
conferred on Walter Ray Bloor of the
School of Medicine and Dentistry, Uni-
versity of Rochester ; David Henry Laird,
barrister amd s v, Winnipeg: and
James Sutherland Thomson, president of
the University of Saskatchewan The
degrees of Doctor of Divinity were con

ferred upon Rev, Alexander Dow Corn-
eit, mimster at Simcoe Street United
Church, Oshawa; and Rev. John Forbes
Wedderburn, minister at 5t. Andrew’s
Church, Kingston,

In presenting the candidates to Chan-
cellor Dunning, Principal Wallace made
the following citations:

W. R. Buook—""Whose stimulating re-
scarches in blood chemistry have brought
distinction to himself, honour to his alma
mater, and encouragement (0 younger
workers.”

D H. Lamp—"A loyal son of Queen's
who has won a distinguished place in the
legal profession and high esteem from
his fellow men."”

I. 5 Tuomson—"Scholar, philosopher,
administrator, public servant, whose con-
tribution to higher education in Canada
is profound in its insight and far-reach-
ing in ita spiritzal influence.”

A D, Corneprr—"Whose alert mind
and wise judgment have counted for
much in the services of his fellow grad-
ates and of his Charch.”

J. F. Wenoernueny—"Whose scholar-
Iy ministry in a historic church is grate-
fully appreciated by his University.”

APFRING CONVOCATION GROUVP
Freni rew, loft te rvight; Or, 0O, B, Lairl Priscips] Walles, Dr, J. & Themssn, Chanesller
Dumsing, v, W, B Wssr, Bev. Dr. A& D Corneil. Bev. Dr. 1. F. 'W
Back rew: Dean Ellla Priscipil Esal Dwas Esrl Vies-Priacipel WeNslll
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