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Mr. French of CARE hao been vorkln8 Vith tho St ate Dept. 

on a oroject to een4 aurplua &gr1o. co .. o4lt1ea to 

Yugoslav ia -powdered mil k, egge, eto. 

He 1B building uo a co~lttee ot 15 or 20 people and 

would l ike you t o be a member. fhey have to raise botvoon ~ 
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Mois les neophyte: 
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All ;rou ou - 'bJ tile 
en~:.loaed cllpp1A&, it la a ... tter of -
111'1 81101, Uld theJ f .. l tbeJ ban 110 - to 
wboa tbe:r au tvn t o ·elY• t11e11 a buill at 
tbla tlu e:roept ;rou. 

!be 1rouPa tbet ban bHD 
sentenced to be abot aa:r 'be ezecuted 1D the 
nu:t two w eka and tbe aatter la OM of -
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1ft '1011 !IBI, WetDe...,, ,,...._, II, 1 .. 91 

• a 1111 ' seer• lila Jdll 

Je!MYah'e n'''''" Ateuee 1D 
lesr•b Rt •••-as ,.,, •. 

RIAIIAIII, '1-.oda•la r.-. t "r:- ottl• 
olah or Je.,...b'e wltonne - 1111 trlol 1"''"''' lll &.ere• n we .,._ .. ,...,. 
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the •role• rellrlCNe '"'" .. ,.... •o eeeper­
ate w1tll tne 0])1ople'e ~Un. • 

file II'C!Ul> 0 Mllltal1114 11111~ wUh tdor­
naUotlal r-ua~~• 'bJ' .... 1Da 0 fal11 rep-'•" 
to tne o,...alaat1oD' e luropeao bee44a&l'ttre 
l ll llei'DI, lwltaer1&14, aDd tftellOI to tile lD• 
ter na tlOilal oeooquartere lll lrOOklrn, the lD• 
dloteent OblrSid. 
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that ti:IQ -14 aaatt , .. •lllllDa of tae 
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Yrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Human Rights Committee, 
United Na tiona, 
Lake Success, New York. 

Dear Uad6Jll: 

Chairman 

For several days I have been trying to get an ap­
pointment witn you about your aiding, i f possible, in 
relieving the injustices suffered by the recent con­
viction of seventeen Jehovah ' s witnesses in Yugoslavia, 
t hree of whom have received death aentences. 1 asked 
Yr. Paul Comley French, head of CARE, to make repre­
sentations to you. I am afraid thet perhapa he has 
not given you enough details. Accordingly, I am 
taking this opportunity to give you the facts in 
suff icient detail, so thet you can make an intelli­
gent appraisal of t he matter. 

Rudolph Kalle and sixteen other ministers of the 
gospel, all of whom are nationals of Yugoslavia, have 
supervised the missionary evangelisti c work of Jehovah ' s 
wi tnesses in Yugoslavia, under the direction of the 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, for many years. 
This primitive mi ssionary evangelistic work carried 
on for the comfort of the people is international in 
scope. Tile missionary evangelistic work is done by 
Jehovah ' s witnesses in practically avery nat ion under 
the sun. It has been recognized aa lawful and per­
mi ssible in all English-speaking governments and otber 
governments dedicated to the preservation of the huaan 
rights of their citizena. 

Formerl y, in all nations domi nated by the Axis 
powers, the work of J shovah 'a wi t.nessee was banned. 
It was first made unlawful by the decree of Adolph 
Bitler, immediately following his riae to power ln 
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Nazi Geraan,y in 19JJ. 81 IIIIIMI"il1 bam.! Jehonh' a 
dt.neaaea aDd confiscated all t.neir property. Be 
ordered all of Jehovah's witn .... a tlbo could ba foulld 
and wllo could be apprehellded t.Wn int.o cuat.od.y aDd 
confined in concentrat ion cupe. Tbb procedare wu 
followed in every country the t. cue uDder the d011ina- "' 
tion of the Axis powera. When the Alliea invaded 
Europe and defeated the Axis powera, Jehovah ' s witneasea 
were liberated from concentrat ion cupa aDd reat.ored 
to their former legal statue in Gel"118Jl1 aDd the other 
countries formerly dominated by Mszi Germany. At 
present the work of Jenovah'a witnesaea in Ger.any 
1:\as been reat.ored and is oeing carried on with appr oval 
of t.ne authoritiea in the Aaerican, Britian, French, 
and Russian zones. 

All auoh governments have foulld it not to be 
seditious. The work has been deacrioed by the ~upreme 
Court of the United States. The Court said that 
Jehovah 's witnesses •spread their interpretationa of 
!.he Bible and their religious beliefs largel1 through 
the hand distribution of literatUre by full or part 
time wor,ers. Tney claim to follow the example of 
Paul, teaching 1 Publiclcly, and fl'Oa house to houae. 1 

Acts 20:20. They tue literall1 the .. ndate of the 
::lcriptures, 'Go ye into aU the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. ' ll&rk 16:15. In doing eo 
they believe that they are obeying a co.mandaent of 
God. 

"The nand distribution of religious tracte is an 
age-old form of missionary evangeliam--aa old aa the 
history of printing presses • . . It ia aore than 
preaching; it is aore than distribution of religious 
literature. It is a collbination of both. Its purpose 
is as evangelical as tne revival meeting. Thie fora 
of religious activity occupies the aaae high eatate 
under the Firat AaendDent aa do worabip in the chur chea 
and preaching from the pulpita. It bu the sue olea 
to protection 811 the aore orthodox and conventionel 
exercises of religion. It alao hae the saae clai• aa 
the others to the guarantees of f reedom of speech and 
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freedom of the press. • (1m-dock v. ec.omrealth 319 
O.S.lOJ) 

In Yugoslavia, as in all other countriea of the 
worl d, the work of Jehovah ' s wit.neaaes ia done by 
nationals residing within their respective homelands 
and countries. Althougn the work is carried on by 
such nationals, it is done in each country under the 
supervis ion of the central international governing 
body of Jehovah's witnesses, which ia this tiociety. 
The Watch Tower Bible and Tract tiociety ia a non-
profit corporation organized under the laws of Penn­
syl vania, with main offices in Brooklyn, New York, for 
the purpose of preaching the gospel of God ' s Iingdom 
throughout the world and acting as the legal super­
vising agency and governing body of the international 
group of missionary evangelists known aa Jehovah's 
witnesses. The property located in the Branch office 
in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, belongs to the latch Tower 
Bible and Tract ~ociety, the lllllerican ~rporation. 
However, the management of such property and the 
Society ' s supervision of the work of Jehovah ' s witnesses 
in Yugosl avia is done by nationals of Yugoslavia. 

When the Yugoslavian Government capitulated to 
Hitler and submitted to domination by the Nazi Govern­
ment, i n 1941, Jehovah's wi tnesses were banned and 
shortly after, hunted l ike criminals; many were executed 
during the domination of the government. All during 
the war the work wad carried on at great expense to 
the life, liberty and welfare of Jehovah ' s witnesses 
in Yugoslavia. Since the rise of Marshal Tito 's 
government to power, the treatment of Jehovah ' s 
witnesses i n the Federated National Republic of 
Yugoslavia has not changed. They have continued to 
be persecuted for their way of worship of Almighty 
God. 

From time to time, pleas for help and intervention 
have been made by the Jehovah ' • witneaaea in Yugo­
s l avia to the international headquarters at Brooklyn, 
through t he European Branch office of the tiociety, 
located in Berne, :,"witzer land. Certain lettsn and 
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reports describing in detail ~e peraecution aad 
experiences of Jehovah's witnesses in Yugoslavia 
nave been sent to the Brooklyn headquarters. Tbese 
have been accompanied wi~ requeata for help to 
establish freedom of worship for Jehovah ' • witnesses 
in Yugoslavia. 

In the fall of the year 1946, search and seizure 
was aade of the records of the Society'• •isaionary 
headquarte.re in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Upon the arrest 
of seventeen nationals of Yugoslavia, Jehovah's witnesses 
in charge of the ~iety 'a wor~ in Yugoelavia, copiee 
of ~e rejiOrta were confiscated. Because of ~e re­
ports written oy so~:~e of these nniaters in cnarge of 
toe missionary work in Yugoslavia to ~e Brooklyn 
office, criminal charges were made and proceed inga 
instituted against thea~ seyenteen..persona. They 
were charged with being officials of a fallie religious 
sect and refusing to cooperate with U\e •people's 
au~ority.• Tney were charged witn sending "false• 
reports to ~e Branch office of the $ociety in Berne, 
which forwarded such reports to the international 
headquarters in Brooklyn. Because aucn persona 
advocated God's Hngdom as t.he only hope of ~e world 
and dedicated their lives thereto, they bad conscientious 
objections to the performance of military service and 
claimed exemption theNfrom, as do all o~er ministers 
of religion. As a result of their claim for exemption 
as mi nisters of religion in Yugoslavia, they were 
also charged with undermining the efforts of the 
government. Tneir advocating the eatabliehment of 
God 's !ingdom as toe only hope of the world resulted 
with their baing charged with sedition. 

Tne trtal of these charges began on February 3, 
1947, according to a press report ap~earing in the 
New York Times of february 5, 1947. h copy of ~s 
news report 18 aUacned ilerewith. On february 6, 
1947 tne judg~~~ent of the t.rial court in Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia, was rendered, whereby three of Jehovah ' • 
witnesses were sentenced to death and eleven others 
sentenced from five to fifteen yeara in prison. Three 
were acquitted. This appears in the newa diapatch 



in t.he New York Tialea, February 7, 194 7, a copy of 
which is attac~ 

Desperate effort& nave been aade by the Society ' s 
Brooklyn office and ita llranch office at Beme to 
co~unicate with fr i endl, relative& and attoro•J• of 
the condeaned men. Tbia hu been without aucce ... 

H is feared that the judpenta of the court will 
be executed at once unleaa some i..adiate steps are 
t&Aen to force tbe Yugoslavian Govern.ent to dis•lss 

• 

tbe charges. It is realized that it is i•possible to 
have the charges dismissed illllediataly. It is suggested 
that the United Nations i1111ediataly request tbe 
Federated National Republic of Yugoslavia to stay 
the execution of the death sentence& unti l a more 
complete investigation can be made. The Yugoslavian 
Goverll.lllent alao ought to be requested t.hat if the 
oherges are not dismissed upon appeal, that the death 
sentences should be commuted. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would 
take pr011pt steps, therefore, u requested in the 
outset of tbis letter, to exeroiee the power of 
your office ~o relieve the injuatlcea suffered by 
these cen, as well as request the Government of 
Yugoslavia to stay the execution of t.ne death aentencee, 
pending further investigation by the United Nationa. 

Reapecifully, 



(New York 111!!. Ftbruar> 7, 1947) 

18 SlC1' LEAili.hS 0:1 TRUL 

Jehovah ' s litneaaea Accuaeu io Zagreb 
of 'lon-Coo~ration' 

~ELGRAD£, Yugoslavia, Feb 4--iighteen offi­
cials of Jehovah's Witoeaaaa want on trial yester­
day in Za~eb, it was announced tod~. AccoroiDg 
to the inaictment , officials of ina false reli­
gious sect' refused to cooperate with the •people's 
a uthorities. ' 

The group ' gaiotaineu contact wi th ioterna­
tional reaction• by sallliintl ' false ra.,ort.a' to 
the organiz.a tion' s EW'OpeBD htadquarl.trs io Berne, 
Switzerland, and thence to the ioter~iooal Dead­
quarters in Brooklyn, the iMict.aent. =~ed. 

Tn.e a.llegea leao.er of IJle 6 rou.,, Ruaolph I ale, 
was said to nave admht.eO. t.oat Ule or6aoint i on 
had been forc:ed claod.est.ioel,y i ,. 19)6. The offi­
cials ware accused of navin6 told tneir follo•ers 
to avoid coDBcription and underaioe tnt efforts 
of the regime and that they shouldM&it the comin& 
of t.be "kingda. of JthoYah. • 



(New York Times, February ?, ! 947) 

J StX'l Cli!LFS IXO!f'D 

0\.her Jehovah' a Wi t.neaee1 1 Aidu Sent.encec. 
ill Yugoala via 

Special to The New York Ti .. l 

t>UG.RA!li , Yugodavia, Feb. ~-The t.ri!U. ill 
Zaueb of s eventeen gembers of \.he • illt.eroat.ional 
sect, Jehovah ' s litnesaes,• endea with deat.n sen­
tences for three, it. waa annouoceO. today. Eleven 
others received sentences r~in6 froa five t.o 
fifteen years ana three were acquit.t.ea. 

According to the indictment, leaaers of t.he 
group auppliea false information to t.neir European 
aadquart.era in Berne, Switzerland, which was trane­
tnitted t.o the illternational heactquart.ers ill Brook.l.yn. 
n was chargea furt.ner l.llat t r.e liJ'Oup naa worked 
againet. \.he illt.erest of t.ba State and llaa told ita 
followers to avoid conscri~tion, as well as work, 
sillce a new regLe, " the k~.D¥<!02 01 Jehovah, • •aa 
coaillg. 
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