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WILLIAM E. CLOW, JR. F
20! NORTH TALMAN AVENUE L/
CHICAGO

August 5, 1947

My desr Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have Just returned to the city from a vaca-
tion in the north woods and find your letter of June
28th in response to my letter of June 23rd.

I apprecisted your letter very much, but was
sorry to see that we do not esgree on tex and labor
matters and consequently there is no point in writ-
1ni further on the subject. However, there is one
thing on which I am sure we can agree —and that
is my firm conviction thet your husband was one of
the grestest of all Americans.

What exercises me now is that the Truman ad-
ministration is undermining a great deal of the fine
work done by your husband, but since you apparently
do not agree with me there 1s nothing more to be
sald.

With best wishes and sgain thanking you for
your nice letter,

Sincerely yours,

FOPNPRED, o &

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Val-Kill Cottages

Hyde Park, Dutchess County
New York
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WILLIAM E, CLOW, JR.
201 NORTH TALMAN AVENUE
CHICAGO

June 23, 1947
Mrs, Franklin D. Roosewvelt
Hyde Park, New York

My dear Mr. Roosevelt:

ks you will ses from the enclosed copy of my letter
to Senater O'Mshoney, I was & ﬁﬁ%‘r oF yoar lhte

husbend =and still am. I still believe he was stion-
ably the greatest men of his time, &nd I think hi has
a very good chance of according h.{n the position of t

reatest Americen of all time, That ls something, however,
E‘or only the future to tell.

I have been frightfu disturbed by the menner in
which Mr. Trumen has handled the country sinee your huidband's-
death. . I plead with my friends, like Senator 0O'Mshoney,

Post Master General Hannegesn, etc., prior to the '46 elec-
tions, telling them that Mr. Trumen's unsound measures
could not fail to lose the suppert of the Amerlcan pecple.

My immediste purpose in writing you, however, was
to express regret that as quoted in the New York papers you
should volce lgfrnﬂl of Mr, Truman's unsound veto of the
tax reduction bill, and because I hate to sea ;g{hﬂdr n:-ld
Hoosevelt preaching unsound doctrines I c resis
Erﬁoﬁtt}anptntiun to send you a copy of my letter to Senator

Oney.

What we need more than ln{bh.tn: else in this country
is hard work and thrift and to completely away from the
fact that the government - which 1s nothing but all of us

- owes Bny man & liwv becsuse it simply breeks down his
morale to become instilled with thet idea, and 1t was not
this idea that bullt up Amerdca. LB '

There 1s only one test for any plece of :.:.E!I.l;l'tj.nn
and thet is - does it or does it not encourage industry and
thrift? If it does encourage them, it is _1{_.2!: b;h!ud,
but if it discourasges them it is certain to be . 8 1s
a pretty simple ruling, but it just about covers the situa-
tion, Iif America's fu in the next one hundred years 1s
to follow what might be expected from the past one ed

Years. b

Commending these tho htmtn mr ;ttcnﬂsl y 'iht. e
with all EE rt:gn, % Wf '-gs ..r‘ FARW e cq:h’ Al
, §inegrely yours,



- June 23, 1947
Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney :
Senate Office Building

Lake Porest, Illinois

Dear Joe:

4 As I told you in former nnru:onﬂ-m-, Mr.
Truman's vetoes of both the tax reduction bill and the labor
bill have "torn it" as far as I em concerned. I simply cannot
go on supporting the head of a party who has had a record that
is prlﬂtiﬂlllj’ni(m in be "wrong® on domestic policles.

What 1ittle popularity Mr. still enjoys ~ or will enjoy
after these wvetoes sink in - 1s due to the fact that he espoused
the popular side of the foreign policy. But I believe his
record on domestic polficy has never before been equalled in the
history of the country for downright, plain dumbness.

I find myself going over to the other side with a
great deal of regret. As you know, I thought Franklin D.
Hoosevelt was the greatest man of our time - if not the greatest
of all Americans - snd I still think so. But there 1s a very
distinet difference between the approaches of Messrs. Roosevelt
and Truman to the problem of doing something for the so-cslled
rank and file of the people.

No man ever felt this obligation more than Franklin
D. Roosevelt, but if you go over the reforms of the first ad-
ministration you will realize that while they protected the
so-called common man, t were also y because
each of these warious well known reforms - eral insur-
ance of deposits, S8.E.C., Social Becurity, etc., - was an 1%31—
ment to the common man to work and to savejs in other words,
be industrious and to be thrifty. _Mﬂuli.v I do not need to
tell {ou that any nation to prosper must hsve an industrious,
thrifty population. MNr. Roosevelt was merely protecting the
savings of the common men (who knows little of finance) from
those who in former days by warious and devious means robbed
too many of the common men of their savings. In other words,
Mr. Roosevelt's messures bolstered the capitalistie free enter-
prise system securing to the common man the fruits of his
industry and thrift.

But Mr. Trumen has taken completely the other tack.
Every measure that he has advocated has - human nature
being what it is - to discourage hard work and thrift and to
create the impression in the mind of the common man that he need
make little or mwisim for himself because in some manner
his government him & 1living and would provide for it. And
no country on earth can survive such a philosophy.
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" . As T.sald, I reached this "
gret. T worked fafe fer Frenklin' #"‘

ﬁrf D four
terms - especis 1936, whish r, and in.
1944 - IIﬂFI t Mr. hn'-n an tﬁ“iﬂﬁwm& Few Deal
has done more than any Republican orgeniszation could possibly
do to drag down the name of the man whom I admire more than -any
maen I have ever known. B0 from now on, Joe, while I will always
be your friend, I have got to candidly Idli‘ that I am going to
be agsinst you politically.

Just thinking {m might be interested, I am enclos-
1n{ a copy of a little article I have written which I held for
releage until I found out what Mr, Trumsen was golng to do about
the tax reduction and the labor bills. ZIThe icle speaks for
itself, and I believe it will convince the a ® QommOn man
how much he has to lose from extrawvagant and taxes - even
though his own perscnal taxes are very small. You will remember
that the pam t which I wrote for Mr. Roosewelt in 1936 went
into a oirculation of close to two million t h the
oratic National Committes, and it is my belief that before it
is through this pamphlet will even sxoeed that oiroulation,
begause it tells the truth about the most vital question con-
fronting the American people today - namely, the sxorbitantly
high cost of living.

Well, I guess that's sbout all, but knowing me as
you do you know f have to always h{‘ﬁ carda on the table

and I had to tell you - whom I consider one of my best wﬂtlﬂl
friends - just how I stand from here cn, Howewer, just because
I have switohed over to the other side I hope you won't neflsct
to glve me 8 ring on verious occssions when you pass thr

Chicago h“mnn! always enjoy mo very much seelng you.

With my best regards as always,

Bincerely your
W..Clow, Jr. e -

PiB, = I really feel s for Mr. Trumen, BHe is a nt-
a nice little man, but s doesn't know what 1t's all
about and cannot ﬂh‘:lnlnhh tween good and bad advioe,
After all, he d1dn't have the brains aven run a small retail
establishment at a profit long before it was ap difficult to
make a profit as it is now, and 1t's almost appalling to think
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that ber an extraordinary chain of circumstances & man of
his ted ca ﬂ“hlﬂdﬂlﬂl’ﬂtltthhﬂd#lm-
ness of hiﬁiond-ﬂulw. 1{
our constitutionsl fathers 1imited the term of I’nmm
to four {'Ill. so that 1948 will see the end of Ha

f."' strength is that peopls are inclined to
u t look on him as en ord man like themselves h&

ttnumtrruh cannot afford Iluwu-rnl s in-
abllity to distingulish between good and legislation.

¥. E. C, Jr,
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