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ATVT Apel 16, 1947
Depr Lady Reading:
I am enclosing a oli which 18 causing
a orrtaln amount of exol over here

and which hae brought me a number of
lettarsa.

A1l I ean remember is ?Il-t a British
mmﬁmn-&lmtmill.mh
me rhout these children and I referred
her to the National Associstion for the
Advancement of Colored People, I have
no record of having written to Mr. Kendall
;:ddx certainly never promised to ralse
nde.

Will you be mough to have somé one
look inte end let me know whnt you
fina?

Affectionately,
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Dear Mrs, Roossvelt:

At long last I have been a ble to sscure
for you authoritative information on the situa-
tion with reapesct to the children of colored
American soldiers and white English women.

Here 1a self-explanatory copy of personal

and confidential letter from Oeorge Padmore,

& very intelligent Wegro

ournalist in Lendon

who 18 one of the best informed persona on

such subjecta that I know,

He sent me only one copy of Miss sylvia
McNeill's report, se I would appreciate your
returning this to me when you have finished

with it.

-

Mra., Elsanor Roocsewelt
342 Madison Avenue
Room 901

New York 17, Wew York

W : e
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s, Col 8 and 1ca)
Bringing g - News_apnd View of coloured Races
_ Throughout the World.
feorge Fadmore ﬂ Cranle House

London Editor : l
PuPlan 414 epprosch the Pag-dfricsn Peders tion | ‘%"t

his wea r--w-mm: i, m.'fn““*.',’ fr £

] prif e Lhat % 1 using the pasm 9t gh.
"ey DUL L Nave po Inf ematicn shous H*'ﬂ mmw
toing

h {on /
1.} edaret 'n his sppeals

!I."- waltar: Whiterell be glad to be adw -:‘! :
N.A.A.C,P, -
20 Nes® 0% hq-‘"t .' legitimste childpen Lo =N yireort Lk
l" Ybrt 'I*t f’. nw-;izlu Hﬁtf un? b "ﬁrlbfﬂﬁlﬂf from vo '.4”
Y & [esgue of Gol .
Deur M 'ui“":“ . ”é‘”Fp1ﬂ open another hrbﬂrrrcf ?13 ::
1' ‘fl" " : {! 4 ‘ i

. In-veply to :m hﬁtﬂ : snclosfng, “for yldr {42 R

copy of ‘e story wbich.I dd o gd ™n

1n Great Britain,
to in the nrtich-
his material

connection with the problm o.f thl gulnruﬂd ﬂhl.l
together 'with copyrofnthe -guryey and Repor

I should be much obliged if you would not up
until it hes been published in the -

Pecause of the law of, in gf
have becomé accustomed to using & ]

in America, But for your person
followlng facta,

At ;E, journalists here
L ye/in style than is employed
dany ﬂ‘ I would give you the

Mr., puplan 1s from the (
student and, having comple$
Taylor (referred to in my
and night elubs in Liverpf
eoloured G,I.'s brought th
with the poliece, eand whet
business slackened
information I ha
Africa,

came to this country n [}
She\he linked up with Mr, J
1. “-:hmim l’:::tt:;'plrﬂ“
hester to dur war
telends, Taylor had various bruﬂgol
n soldiers returned home and
g¢mt his c¢lubs and, according to
the police, took passage back to

This left
himself, made
in Americea and
here of G.I."'8 &

14 the baby, and he, seeking a way to cover
Pastor Ekarte and ar ed to represent him
ds for ocoloured i1llegitimate children born

women, Ekarte is a Christien and honestly
concerned with the

taken into his home, which is the Mission 1 of the African Churches
Mission., This bullding, unfortunately, is in a bad state and not a very
desirable home for the children, and has been condemned by the authori-
ties, However, ms these same authorities have made no provisions for
these children and ecamnot turn them out into the street, they have allowed
them to remain with Ekarte,

FIEEETNRN.




DuPlan 414 approsch the Pan-African Federation and ask for
8 mandate from us, but this was refused him, Nevertheless, it is
Just possible that he !a using the name of the Federation all the
same, but I have no information ebout this, If he ias using the
name of the Federation in his appeals for funds, he is doing so
falsely, and I shall be glad to be adviased,

The cause of these illegitimate children is an urgent one,
&nd I do hope that tangible help may be fortheoming from your side,
A8 you will read in my story, the League of goloured hop{u has
establ}ished & home and 1s hoping to open another, I think it
would be & good idea if the NAAOP could aatablish ireact link with
the League %19, 01d Queen Streat, Lond, 8,W.1,) in endeavour to
deal with thias problem,

With kind personal regards,

{aigned)



COLOURED AMERICANS' LEGACY TO BRITAIN
PROELEM OF NEGRO G.I.'S CHILDREN

From Georpe Padmore, London April 24th,1047

It is very encouraging to learn of the widespread sympathy among the
american people for the unfortunate coloured children left behind in Britain by
coloured G,I,'s not always through their own fault, It is a human tragedy that
will always find a warm response from the generous American people; and 1t is all
the more regrettable that an element of tendencious controversy threatens to
becloud the problem.

A number of irresponsible statements have recently appeared in certaln sec-
tions of the British press from Correspondenta in New York gquoting interviews
alleged to have been given to them by Mr. E, J. DuPlan, a native of the Gold
Coast, West Africa, and a resident of Liverpool, England, Mr. DuPlan ks the
secretary of the Negro Welfare Centre which maintains a hpstel for seamen in
Liverpool and provides dances and other recreatlons for [these seafarers while
on shore,

However, I understand that Mr, DuPlan's miss rica 1s to raise funds
on behalf of the African Churches Mission, a ama
in Liverpocl by a very devout Christian gentleman, known
native of Nigeria, West Africa, Mr, Ekarte ntains abo
coloured children in his Mission bullding
{ted facilities for the proper upbringing 0
trying to do his best and enjoys the goodp
inent British citizena interested in the ---.

The reports which have appeared in thé\Ph#ss on both sides of the Atlantic
are not only conflicting but, in smEderity QL cases, grossly untrue, It
would appear that in order to drdps gey of the problem, the total

number of children has been mu ; ‘ hterview, Yrom my lnvestigations,
fHentic docyn
n bf Eng]

»
rdas, Nevertheless, he ias
upport of a number of prom=-
of the coloured children.

it would seem that the only au snt on the problem of these llleglitl-

mate children born in Yreat Br ish mothers and coloured American

soldiers to have been issued 1s L] aurv?‘fuuﬂa by a Jamalcan soclal welfare
worker, Mlas Sylvie Mele unde £ dpices of the League of “oloured
Peoples, 19, 0ld Quee , Lond SeWel. Until an official investigation

has been lnstituted the British Government, this document must remain the
only authentie repor

, Dr. M, Joseph=Mitchell, General Secretary of
the League of loure estimated that the total number of such children
does not exceed 1,700, ongly condemns the alarmist reports which Mr,
DuPlan 1s alleged to be making on the subject to the American Publlie, For
example, a report which appeared in the London Daily Mail of April 5, 1947, gives
the utterly absurd figure of 10,000 as the number of coloured 1llegitimate
e¢hildren, Furthermore, this newspaper version quotes a statement made by one,
Mr., E. A, Kendall, a British lawyer acting on behalf of Mr, puPlan, to the
effect that the United States Government has promised to send a liner to Britain
1n nine months' time to collect 5,000 of the children for transportation to the
T.S.h, undsr the care of an expert staff of doctors and tralned nurses. This
report alsc goes on to allege that Mrs, Roosevelt is organising funds in America
towards defraying the expenses involved,

Commen ting upon
o
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From enquiries made in high official United States guarters in London,
there !s absolutely no confirmation of any such undertaking by the United
States Oovernment. When asked to comment upon the rtpurtnguuid by Mr, Minn't
legal representative here, Dr., Joseph-Mitchell dismissed it as fantastic. "The
Negro Welfare Centre and the African Churches Mission", axplained Dr. Josesph-
Mitchell, "have only taken minor interest in this most important socciologlcal
work, What they seem to have done 1la to despatch Mr, DuPlan to the United States
to appeal to the sympathies of the American people in an effort to extract money.
It 18 a shame, Tt is a shame," emphasised Dr, Joseph-Mitchell, "that the work
which is being done and which was originated by the League should be poached
upon in this way just at a time when we have been able, through the American
Exbassy, to get the United States authoritles to recognise their obligations teo
the children of 0.I.'s in this country.

"While Pastor Ekarte, an honest and sincere man, 1s struggling to do hias
beat on behalf of the ten or twelve children for whom he 8 provided accomoda-
tion in his Mission hall, tha Leagus of Coloured People thanks to the generous
aupport of British and American friends, has been abla establish a large and =m
commodious inatitution known as the Rainbow childrent's s Where some TO
children are belng cared for under the supervision of Mri|and Mrs, J.A.H. Russell
and & band of volunteer English helpers, This 1 action of the urgent
and deserving cases of homeless chlldren. Meanwhile, contributing to the
méintenance of thls Home, the Teague of Colourgd Pecples 1 deavouril to raiase
additional funds to set up another home whicH s datiunngur at
laast a hundred children.

Turning to the question of adoptiox 4 Hylted Btates, where many people
have expressed a desire to become foster'yg ‘&‘r o these unwanted children,

and many of whom have wrltten to Dr, Joseph-Mipthell, he (himself a lanyir] 0x=
- 1cu1tiu in the way of getting
Josg

afih Mitchell pointed out that

interested themselwes in the prob=
adoption by persons in America comes
# umstances of the intended foster-

ancial position, and the rest, Ths
bo uncared for and neglected, but the

to adopt one or other of them, in steps the
t they shall not be handed over to foster=
onditlons to which they are not accustomed,

gapect,

Expreasing himself on this )
54 not real

while the British Covernment

up, they 1nalst upon Investigat
parants, thelr background, chars
c¢hildren may be livin aldma
moment soméone erpres
Eritish Government,
parents unlesa they

Joseph-Mitehell, "are subjects of King Beorge,
being born in the s &nd although 1t 1a posaible for anyone in

the TUnited 3tates to adop child, the requirements of Bnglish law are such
thet a number of formalities must be completed bafore tha authoritles in England
will grant parmission for the children to cross ths Atlantle,

"The children,"
ﬁri

"In the first place, the sonsent of the Secretary of State for Home Affairs
ia neceasary, and in the second place, the American Immigration Department will
alap have to grant 1ts permission to each applicant, Moreover, & guardian must
be obtained to accompany each child on its voyage from pritain to the United
ﬁ:at;a," It will be seen from this that the question of adoption 18 by no meanm
aimple,

Checking up independently, I found from enquiries of a high authority at the
Home Office, the equivalent of the American pepartment of the Interior, t the
only organisations which the authoritles in this country recognisesmm and deal
with on this problem of coloured 1llegitimate children are the British Family
Welfare pssoclistion, headed by Mr. Asbury, 0.B,E., who recently toured the TUnited
States lecturing on the problem of white women and coloured G.I.'s in Britain,
and the League of Coloured pecples,
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Through the activities of both these organisations, the United States
Government have recently instructed Col. Alden &, Bailey, U,8, Army Attache
for Veteran Affairs, attached to the American Bmbassy in London, to co=operate
with these organisations in giving assistance to the children uf ualuurls.
veterans, I understand that under the provisions of the United States
Veterans' Administration, wherever the League of Coloured Peoples can establish
the paternity of youhg children, Col., Balley's department in London will com-
municate with wash ington advising the American authorities at home to allot "the
appropriate share of any compensation, training or subsistenee allowance, or
any other type of beneflf that the veteran may be receiving from the U,S8,
Veterans' apdministration for the maintenance of the child,

Now that this agreement has been established between Col., Balley and the
League of Coloured Peoples, Dr. Joseph-Mitchell is preparing a list of such
claims from the well tabulated records which the League 8 been collecting over
recent years, It is because of this careful study of tHel problem that the League
of Coloured Peoples is the only organisation in this country with the facilities,
es well as the staff, to undertake such work.

has been created in
other person, re-
illegitimate

and requires the help, support

It 1s therefore most unfortunate if a false
American because 6f Mr., DuPlan's statements, or those of
garding the true state of affiirs in connwett®
children in mritain, The problem is urgen
and goodwlll of all concerned about it,

sfted that they s hould know that
fatketeers, but that they are go=

{ sincerely endeavouring to cope
purpose for which they are given,
pch I have made, the League

But it 1s only fair to those who a
their contributions are not being misused™p
ing to the organisationzx which i1s hone
with the problem and belng used 36 Qr the
In my view, on the baasils of the ¢
of Coloured Peoples 1s the mos annel through which effective help
can be rendered and contributipps used fop|the welfare of these coloured 1l
legitimate children until such\t%ime as the/ British and American Governments
decide on a more official solut¥dn to l.gfnhlam which 18 one of the sociological
accompaniments of ever













" 5 FORTY-NINE WAYS e
in which W.V.S. can serve the Community.

_ Helping in looal. emergencies
for the care of children going to and from school caused ;nﬁnﬂ fire, exp etc, by
and for organised games under supervision in _ Hmﬂ: ﬁlg

blankets, etc., and

public on
EEE sccidents in the home. assisting with re-housing.

ADVICE SERVICES unni hel EPIDEMICS. Providing emerg it :
Domestic Help

Eum%i_.mnjli ¢

and special cases at request of Local Authorities ESCORT WORK for children, blind people,
or Police. repatriates, w.._._..n.,mwﬂ.unﬂmml. ele.

gt ol of the R FOOD LEADERS. Training and organ Food
keeping rotas, etc. : Conres .
%&E.b%#.mgvﬁ.—ll Demonstrations, staffing enquiry desks.

dren boarded out.
sites

when required.
GIFT FOODS, Assisting Local Authorities
nﬁiﬁinhﬂg ﬁlmﬁi—ni Elﬂnninhi&
g i g R e g B
gﬁn&ﬂ.—-&;&lﬁ.—-g tacts outside the Institution.
HOMECRAFT. Tra publicity and assistance
in and
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION necesslions HOME HELPS, the
cases recommended by Local Authorities or by maintenance of Home Help i g
. HOSPITAL HELP,
% domes-
o g e atte | SR G
 Exchanges in country districts. s ?&Iﬁlir
DARBY AND JOAN CLUBS, where old people _
_ meet and wre given light refreshments and HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE. Taking patients to




HOUSING, Making surveys- and
visiting waiting initial
eoqifer, saiking o e iling up <t formn

IMMUNISATION. Assisting in propaganda for
diphtheria immunisstion.
MEALS ON WHEELS. Hot meals taken from

central kitchens to old people and invalids in
their homes.

Gi assistance, as in with feeding,
nlnzlulwmt.nn.,'t:kh;&l "for walks,
paying regular visits, flowers, etc.

MOTHERCRAFT HOSTELS, where mothers
with nowhere to go on leaving hospital after
the birth of their babies may stay for up to
three months.

NATIONAL SAVINGS. R and
Selling Centres, providing M
Street Collectors.

OLD PEOPLE'S RESIDENTIAL CLUBS.
Setting up and administering Old People’s Clubs.

PERSONAL PARCELS. Collecting names of
needy families for people overseas who wish to

send food parcels to individuals in this country.
PIE SCHEMES. Distribution of pies in rural

POLES. Welf ork in Polish Dependants'
Cam ra:l.t?:: u‘;nlutbin; and other amenities,

PREVENTION OF WASTE. Running cam-
paigns for all forms of conservation and
preservation of food, textiles, ete., ete.

RATION BOOKS. Assisting local Food Offices
with issue of ration books.

L e

P
loruad by Women's Foluniary Serviees, 4] Toihill Stros, Londss, 5. 1.

ol miring s Wesk Pager Chtags,

mvm‘:ndr&n mg. Im
welfare for Service men at hom .y

mmmt ). Provid-
ing welfare workers for Clubs overseas.
Arnngbﬂmd -'I';lll'
rooms
at the public wash-houses,

VISITING old undertaking their

residual evacuees in foster homes,
Servicemen’s families, and families of
Flhl-

WELFARE FOODS, local Food Oficer
WORK PARTIES. Knitting for the

altering and
Exchanges, etc.

4
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THE LEAGUE OF COLOURED PEOPLES.
1% 014 Queen B'F-Htl-

'me B.W.1.

13th May, 1947. R

Mrs. Dunbar,

Women's Voluntary Services,
41 Tothill Street,

London, 8.W.1l.

Dear Mra. Dunbar,

Mra. Weston has asked me to commnicate with you on the
sub ject of the 1llegitimate children born in this country to %
English mothers which at the present time. is becoming a subject
of international interset. The enclosed booklet is, I can assure
you, the only suthentic document published on the subject an
although 1t doss not pretend to be a comprehensive report I
satonished at the astronomical figures reported in the press, both -
here and in the States. 8Since the publication my ettention has
veen celled to 8 number of other cases requiring attention and I
am therefores led to believe that the total number must be in the
vicinity of one thousand or so. Much hes been dome by the League
to eesiet the mothers of some of these unwanted children and so
far some twenty adoptions have been carried out and there is
poesibility that before very long many more will be effected.

The American authorities have been most co-operative in the :
way of arranging for children to be sant to America but two i
important points hinder the development of this part of the pro- Y
ject. PFirstly there is the problem of securing -sultable perscns
to accompany the children from England to America, and, in the
few cases which now await passage, the guestion of raising the
means to defray the cost ie one which I find difficult to overcoms.

I would welcome an opportunity for a discussion with you and
feel sure that this would be productive of more informativée on the  °

points which you wish cleared up and possibly create a means 'l'hl:‘ib§

your assistance might be obtained.

Youras faithfully,
For THE LEAGUE OF COLOURED PEOPLES.

8gd. M. Joseph-Mitchell.

M. Joseph-Mitchell, B.Sc., Fh.D.,
General and Travelling Sscrstary.
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In the interest of humanity this problem must be

solved. Any contributions you may care to

send us to help towards its solution will be
gratefully accepted.

REPORT OF A SURVEY

made by

Miss SyLvia McNEmo
of the Illegitimate Children born in Britain of English
Mothers ond of Fathers who ore mostly American
Coloured Service-men,

To the Executive Committes,
The League of Coloured Peoples.
19 Old Queen Street,
Westminster, S.W.1,

g
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3. The files which are herewith submitted for your
perusal contain various letters, chiefly from married
women whose husbands were in the British Forces and
stationed overseas at the time when the adulterous
actions were committed. The position is a somewhat
precarious one, as you will see from these letters, The
position of these women and, in a good many cases, the
children, is somewhat confusing, uiring special
study and decisions which I find myself incapable and
unqualified to make. It is nmrﬂu]yul a little gratify-
ing to find, in one or two instances, that the fathers
have been in correspondence with the mothers and are
expressing willingness to have the children with them
in the United States. In such cases, not being familiar
with the procedure which should be in dealing
with such cases, 1 have not been able to offer -any
assistance, and the correspondence remained un-
answered for your attention. There is no doubt in my
mind that your legal advisers would be in a position to
assist in this directi

4. As mentioned earlier, a fair proportion of the
cases reported relate to married women who, in most
instances, have children by their lawful husbands, The
situation therefore is more complicated, and there can

considerable i In

6. Naturally, a su of the kind would call for
%nﬂ.l:ldl]l o this
however, a good deal of

most of the ence being received consists of
further enquiries mothers and organising bodies
which, as earlier, | have been unable to deal

7. At this stage, I think it fair to suggest, and I do
so in the interest of the League, that a special Com-
mittee should be set up (a) to advise on the course
which ought to be ad in dealing with the corre-
spondence, and (b) to with the legal aspects which

4re NowW ansing,

Roxbo ' HH“EJ w ' Sllﬂlﬂllﬁd,
West i and“ﬁmnin , inasmuch as
reports which came to from adjoining towns and
burghs gave the indication that there were no such

cases existing in these places.
9. At a later stage in the were
issued to organisers and indi from whom re-




: Berxsuine: The Public Officer
thﬂhr#ﬂmbﬂnfw'w_bummmm‘l to the cmgwgm:uamdm .
md&m;mm.upﬁmmmfhrx M .
Mﬂngmmmwm&mﬂhﬁm gemmn!‘hmw ]

CAERNARVONSHIRE ; m:hﬂsﬂ:.np-cl'lﬂi
mﬁwﬂd!;ﬂgﬂ:m 4

are no such cases o
received from :—

{a) The Medical Officer of Health, Durham ;

(b} The Public H.H.ll-‘lll‘l:rl Oﬁu&r Kent;

() The County Social Worker, Westmoreland ;

{d) The Public Assistance Officer, Northumberland,

and

{e) The Director of Social Welfare, Cumberiand

County Council,
The County Welfare Officer for the Isle of Ely in-
formed m:rlhat no cases were known to exist in the
district under her supervision as the coloured Ameri-
can soldiers were not stationed there and only a few
ever visited,

10. T received similar reports from the Assistant
Secretary of the Essex War Welfare Com-
miittes, the Public Assistance to the East Sussex
County Council—although the latter informed me that
he had confined enquiries only to the Poor Law Ser-
vice, | have been unable to receive replies 1o correspon-
dence addressed to the Pembrokeshire Cum% Council,
to whom 1 was directed by the Director of oL,
The Superintendent of the North Hampshire Moral
Welfare Association informed me that none of the
infants in her home at the time were of coloured or
mixed parents, but promised to make enquiries for any
existing cases from her out-door nurse, On the other
hand, the Mid-Hampshire Moral Welfare Association
reported the hirth of two children, but are stated to
have dealt with these themselves. In these cases the
reputed fathers were among the Canadian serviee-men.

1. Iamzhfmwu:;ldvmﬁlnmﬁuh
the total number of children in each district
would in great measure reduce the length of this report.

Nevertheless, 1 feel compelled to give you a brief report
of repliea received from the following :—

i |




a visit to Plymouth and had a conferenge with: the
Welfare Officer and also had the pleasure of visiting
ane of the children.

14, The worker to the Ilkeston and District Asso-
ciation for Moral Welfare did not say how many cases
were in the Derbyshire district, but was desirous of
some assistance in having three children adopted.

15, The worker to the Salisbury Diocesan Associa-
tion reported thirteen cases, all of whom were in need
of immediate attention. Three cases were reported in
Poole, fifty-eight in Gloucestershire and one in Here-
fordshire.” The Chief Social Welfare Officer to the
Herefordshire County Council reported that eleven
cazes had been reported as seeking admission to the
County Public Assistance Institute. She also reported
that one child was taken over by a Roman Catholic
organisation, but there were other cases where no
assistance was being solicited tfu:hmgmrﬁi The
Oy ising to the i T OCEsan
C;E;:” WSEﬂﬁ:v}'mm cases in Hampshire, the
worker to the said Council reported another six cases,
and the Apmy Officer reported one. Portsmouth
Diocesan Council for Moral Welfare reported three
cases and the Worker to the New Forest Area Asso-
<ciation reported thirteen cases

16. The Superintendent and Health Visitor for the
County Couneil of Somerset reported thirty-nine cases
which he said were dealt with by him since September,
1944, He adds, however, that there are a good many
other cases which were not included in his , a8
these were being by the Moral Welfare
Waorkers. The Dhocesan worker for Salop and for the
Lichfield Association for Moral Welfare said that
only two cases were brought to his notice. These, he
said, came from the Bristol area. He added that the
investigation was most gratifying in as much as there
were large camps of coloured service-men in that dis-
trict for a long time. In the two cases , he
says that efforts were made to have the children sent
to the United States on the request of the fathers, but
this was refused by the Home Office,

i *

’é- cages were reported in Warwickshire and
three in Worcestershire,
v I&mmwmwmm
ing. ies from secretaries of Territorial Army

19. I feel compelled to nssociate myself with an
observation made by the County Welfare Officer for
the Co of Leicestershire to your Secretary in which
he said : "Everyone is in agrecment with the fact that
there are not nearly as cases of illegitimacy as
mmmwmmymm“

20, Tt is only proper for me to point out to you that

as the enquiries were made in the name of
the League and as T have been receiving a good deal
concerned,

‘of correspondence from some of the mothers

the responsibility now rests with the Couneil
to consider what next is to be done. In 30 your
Committee must bear in mind that the reputation of
the League is to some extent at stake, and that if some-
thing constructive could be done in these cases, a great
service would have been rendered to a new generation
of Coloured peoples.




B v ik ke

22 In concluding my report 1 wish to express my
thanks to vour President, _and Assistant
Secretary for the assistance and which 'lh::a
were al all times rudym:w:muﬂ:u:m
this survey, to the Secretaries of the various
tions for their prompt replies, and to Dr. M. I
Mitchetll, who assisted me in editing this report,

I am, Sirs,

Yours faithfully,
5, MeNEILL.

3th November, 1945,
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APPENDIX 2.

Stationery i 210 0
Poslage wv sl ki ks RN
‘Phone calls 115 1
Telegrams o1z 0
Travel ... i o 1210 6
Remuneration ... Vs e 63 0 0

Cost of Publication and Distribb-
ton e Aok L - 3 0 0
s 77

APPENDIX 3.

Number of children whose parents are willing to
have them sent to the United States. 4.

Number of mothers willing to have children sent to
the United States. 3.

Number of mothers wanting to keep children if
father supports. 2.

Number of fathers willing to have children sent to
the United States. 6.

Number of fathers wanting to marry mothers. 4.

The remaining 116 pricrity cases need immediate
accammaodation.

Of the 409 cases, all need attention,

10

AFPPENDIX 4.

Presipext’s Lerren To Mivistez o Hearte

Dee. 12th, 1945.
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The League of Coloured Peoples is pleased to
that some effort is now being made to deal with |
problem in its larger aspect, and we are anxi
that the part thereof in which we are i
cerned should not be treated in such a manner as may
tend to aggravate the expression of the Colour Bar in
this country.,

As mentioned before, the total number is Five
Hundred and Fifty (5530}, but the mumber i
immediate action is much smaller; only One H
and Thirty-five (135), being definitely reported as
priority cases, and these fall into four groups :—

(a) Those whose fathers want them in the United
States and whose mothers are willing to send them—a
small group of three or four, which might increase if
something positive were on hand, 'We su that
the Government should undertake this transfer.

(b) Those whose mothers want to !teq;”lihuir
children, but want arrangements for money to be paid
by the fathers. This number is also small, cnly two
according to this analysis, This is part of the general
problem, which we understand is now being discussed,
of how to get money out of Americans for their child-
rent here, whether black or white.

(¢} Those whose mothers will keep their children
and want no assistance, or only assistance to a certain
degree or in certain directions,

{d) Those whose mothers want to put their children
into homes, This comprises the major number of the
priority group. There are certain possible evil results
which must be safeguarded against in dealing with this
large group. If they are put together in one large
home in one place, then too much will be known about
them in the neighbourhood, they will be considered a
public disgrace and difficulties will arise about em-
ployment later on and thus there will be an aggrava-
tion of the Colour Bar.

Accordingly we would put forth the following
suggestions for your consideration :—

(1) That they should be sent to a large number of
homes all over the country, along with white children
and they should be put under the care of carefully

BEER
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APPENDIX B, P
Miwtsten or Hearri's Lerres 1o THE PRESIDENT,
Sir, Jamuary 24¢ch, 1946,

I am directed by the Minister of Health to refer to
your undated letter received on 14th December, 1945,
enclosing the report of survey of illegitimate children
in this country whose fathers are American
soldiers, and to make the following observations on the
suggestions offered in your letter ;

(1) The Minister agrees that these children should
share the existing homes for illegitimate children
which exist throughout the country. While
there is knawn to be a general shortage of places
in these homes, the Minister, so far, has received
no evidence that coloured children have been
refused admission on grounds other than the

lack of vacancies. The question of increasing
the accommodati ially in relation to the
problem of the illegitimate child—is receiving
attention.

{2) The question of sending children to homes over-
seas involves certain difficulties, including legal
difficulties, and these are being considered.

(3} The Minister agrees that the most satisfactory
solution is for the mother to keep and
up her child, and it is his general aim an
policy to encourage such arrangements in
regard to illegitimate children.

If there are any specific suggestions which
the League desire to make on this point, the
Minister will be prepared to consider them.

Should tha League wish to discuss the prob-
lem f'memly with officers of the Department,
the Minister would be glad to make arrange
ments M:m'din.g!jr.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) D. E. Smapr.
H. A. Moody, Esq, M.D., B.S,,
The League of Coloured
19, Old Queen Street, SW.1,
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Happily the problem as it presents itself in Great
Rritain is of less magnitude than some hive .
I have just issued a report on the question w has
been made for the League of Coloured Peoples by Miss
Sylvia McNeill, a Jamaican school teacher. This report
does not pretend to survey more than a sample of the
cases which hawve occurred, but T think it may claim to
present a fair cross-section. Enquiry was made in a
number of counties and county boroughs in

and Wales, chosen in various parts of the country
where coloured American troops were known to have
been quartered. Replies from thirty-two of these
administrative areas reveal that 544 children were born
to 536 mothers, of whom 89 were known to be married,
and 95 unmarried, while the marital status of the
remaining 352 was unrevealed.

One can well understand the reticence of women—
particularly married women whose hushands were in
the Forces—to draw attention to any lapse from con-
nubial probity, and it must be assumed, therefore, that
any survey omits a number of cases. Those which
form the basis of this report have been rted, in
reply to a questionnaire, by responsible ials of
statutory and veluntary bodies such as county and
eounty borough councils, public assistance committees,
and moral welfare societies, including medical officers
of health, health visitors and military officers.
are obviously only the cases in which application for
help or advice has been made to these authorities.
Since, happily, no questions as to race or colour are
asked when registering a birth in Great Britain, there
is no means of identifying the cases which have not
been the subject of applications for help.

But the evidence we have been able to accumulate
is sufficient to reveal the difficulty of the problem, and
to make it clear that, of small dimensions, it is
one which 13 clamant for solution, for the sake of the
children themselves who, within so few , will
became citizens, It is imperative that they shall be
given every possible chance to develop into useful
citizens, prepared to contribute their gifts and their
service to the general welfare. The terrible alternative

16
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Colour Bur, by Dr. Moody, 6
'“rhﬂhhﬁnﬁ#.
Race Relations and the Schools. 2¢.6d.
What Africa Wants, by Mrs, '
Relations Between White & Py
People in B by Teghl~iis
s ‘,"H'r“ ; Dr. Li T,
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FRED H. HERTEL
BIRECTOR

coLvmAys

CoLumeus Loose oF ELk's No. 37
71 E. Brare Brazer
COLUMBUSE 75, OHIO

PHONE AD. 8171

February 13, 1947,

Mre., Hleanor Eoosavalt
Hyde Fark

Hew York, N, Y.

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

The enclosad newspaper item speaks in language
better than my own of my estimate of our late President.

After the smoke of battle has cleared away and
we can ses with a clearer vision, twenty-five years
from now, some historiam will write a real and trus
eatimate of the services of our late President.

With higheet personal regarde, I am

Yery sincerealy,

Grd W Nestod

Fred H. Hertel.

FHH: T

“AU for Uie Nothing jor Abuss” (plumtd



A BMILE
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4 SMILE costs nothing, but gives
mach, It enriches those who receive

witheut mking poorer those who give.
It takes but & mement, but the memory
of 1t sometimes lasts forever, None
is so rich or mighty that he can get
along without it,and none is sa poor
tut that he can be made Tich by it.
A SMILE creates hapriness in the
home, fosters good will in business,
and 18 the countersigm of friendship.
It brings rest to the weary, cheer to
the discournged, sunshine to the sad,
and it 1s paturs's bLest antidote
for trouble, Yet it cammct be hought,
hegged, berrewed, or stelenm, for it
is something that is of no value to
anyone until it is given away. Scme
people are too tired to glve you a
smile. Give them one of yours, as
ncne needs o smile so much as he

who has no more to give.
T " & @ = ® & LLL]
Comoliments of Fred H. Hertal,
Welfare Director, Columbus Lodge
of Elks, Colusbus, Chic.
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