


Dear- ..... Latha81 

1 ..... ,.,.., -" !.n ~ .... -~ b1 t;ht CJCWP'II 
OAIJIIE etAt-nt of pr1no1pl a a wtltcll :rou 
ee.nt to ",. · 

'!'1\e Oftl o\iY1ftl nn .. ~~ell\ I 11\!ltrtlMI a 
littl e 1., •Hrlo llpf-r.~ Y.rloa'• 
,.,.,..""" b1 ""11'~ ~·P '"h~ ~rrn4 
Freoodoa Abro•d" . 

'flvore 1.e et n,.,.,C\on ui' <ler r1Yot1011 toc\Q 
ln s • n:r plAo~~ ~ro ~O"reor le IOC 
p•·aot1~ed " "" !"t 1 thl'll< lt 1e oii1J "" 
e'-ln;; t hnt !Jeooar"":r ,.,.•r••• all 
hulun 'b81 ne;• and 1e 1nllo...,t1J llwaono, 
rfii{I\J'n~ • • or J>Ol1tlcal 'b• Uote, that 
we wlll oftt the example 'b' Wh\~ peopl e 
o,.. unll ~rot~d n a contract to the 
to\alUarlon phlloeopll:r. I '!OOUl d 11" 
prlor1t7 to tbooe wilcoe nee<! 1e croat­
eet, 'but I "oul:l """"" al:l need •1'112 
r eu .. r w1th pol1t \ea. 

Very e\noer11Y :roure, 

. ' 
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Dear lin . looe e•nlt& 

!1M eacrloH4 etat.-t oaa M ne4 1D ele'AD. 
lliDUho, altllO\IIIb u \001< ol8ool- 7 ..... "' ... _.... n 
11 tllo nnl\ or la&n!. u4 4odloah4 ........ oa tlla J)&M ot 
Mn u4 WO~ 11etK OA \btl ,.... tl!ao dee~ ftl.UI lluaaa 
tree«• aDd. tbt f'ree .., of' Uf'e aa4 na11 .. the 4UC~r 

,.,. llllloll tlla:r - ·-· 
eo-em O.U..e 11 a atU taat oi tt••n .on.eat 

otteriDc to the '-erloaa people a 4ef'tait1on ot Deaooraa,r 
baae4 on the n .. 4• ot 'tOcla71 a n-•tate-.t ot the creat Purpo•• of Allertoa u en-.teione4 b7 ftlOM.e J'ettenoa Ul4 
!ho.ae Pa1ne1 and a pros~ of oo..unit7 aotion to t.ple­
eent thee• belieta • 

c~n Cewre propona a aet of Aaertou prta­
olplea and 4ef11l1 Uoca u a 7U'btiok b7 whloh the 1D41YI-
4ual cttl•en oaa ... .ure 4eo1e1oaa atreottaa ~ 11blrt7 
both at ho.e aD4 .!~road.. •• 'bllleTe Gat Aaerloa •et 
briDe forth - tor tlla .. r14 - a voa\ &114 llllU-\ 4uo­
orat1o f&ith that rill wrpu• in ita .... P &ad. ponr the 
taltll ot ur \o\all\&rlOZI 070-· 

It 11 ov :bo»t \l:lat Oo..on CaQH e.a;preaeea 
tho larpl;r 11110pon. bolloto ot tile , ... , -,jori\;r ot thO 
Allerioan peO))l• - not .. rel)o &a. arttcalt.te 11pea.t or the 
ooDtroflrl1&1 •rtcbt • a4 •lett:•. Wt pla to 'bv.114 exten­
a1Tilf 1A town• aa4 oo.IIZilltiea all t!lroach tM aattoza ud 
t.broup tziaUnc ohio, e4uoatt.oMl. aD4 rel.tctoua orpataa­
t1ona. C~oa. oeue oan OJilT 'be u etroaa u the aattoa. 
1 t &.r'O'Utl 1D. tile &Tt~ MD ea4 we&D. 

t Dow tMt. 70• wUl nup"e tM lo•-naae 
tar·rooo111>11 po-U IIl1Uoo ot 0- O.Uo &114 I olaoorol;r 
aU tor 70111" Mlp &114 cooperation ia •••iDI tlaat. U1 ....... 
naol:Lta tlae w rt- ....... ,. ot people. n. releut d.att l t 
llon4a;r, JOIIII&l7 IOtll. 

BiAoerel.J' JOU"a, 

~&~&.,\:ibQ .... 
lin. ~aloe I.&-



oqtg CAYS 

A CW. FOR A 111W IPD' Of 1'#9 

I . 6!!riCf Hu a Purpot! 

Our Ameri can Ret!lblle waa dedicatAd in 1te or19: ... • to h~ trez1p· In our ao.t 
glorious mooants we have touch£ lor tbi1 ext.endon ?the pi!? pG,; o in41vidual libert7 
and tho r i ghts of man throuahout t.bo world. Tho prooont oce cello tor a oolAe roclodi­
cation of tho American people to their h~storio purpooo. e-m Qaueo is a national 
movement devoted to this •Dd. 

11. A!!orioa ls Challoned 

At home, we taee the task of achieving economic etab1lity1 security, and opportunity 
for aU without socr iricing civil and political liberties. U wo fall in t.his, wo ohall 
open the gates to chaos and despotism in America. · 

Abroad , we fac' the tack ot building & lasttng' paace on the foundation. o! juatice 
and f reedom to"i" all peoples. If we fail here, we nt.13 be deetro,-d 1n an all~mbracinl 
catastrophe . 

Both at home and abroad, we face C~mcuniam: an aggressive totalitarian movem.nt 
p.Jrpor-ting to bring security, equality, and peace to the J*Oplee or the world th~ 
dictatorship. Thi.s movement haa gained such strength that for the firet time LitS 
modern career democracy is challenged by a pewertul rival tor the idealism o! the 
young and the hopes of the. exploited and oppreaoed ot the earth. 

Both at home and abroad also, we faee Fascism: a second acsNaeive totalitU.ian 
oovement which by oppaaling to tho worst in the human tradition and by setting rs­
li.gion ag-.ln.st. religion, nation against n'ation, and race against race would roevive the 
military state and pl unge ell lllOllkind "&oin into war. Although tha Fasciot powera havo 
been de~t.royed, the conditions o! inncurity, frustration, and tear out ot which Puc!• 
came continue to ride the world. · 

Each of these totalitarian ooveoents feeds on tear o! the other. Each &leo loucUy 
~proclaims itself to be the only practicable alternative to tM other. AI a e~Hquenea 
many well-meMing citif.ens are driven into· the CCIIIIII:Uniet and Fascist ranks. ~ 
cause repudiates this !alee logic and preeenta a Uvina democracy as the answar t-o both. 

lie 
in the 

lll. America Ia St!'ONj in l!atorial P-r 

ln sheer phJoical mi&ht, 
ou a cloae rival UIOn& the na­
"araenal or democracJ" in the 

But our eaent relative aition Never befoN haft 
we occupied a place or such pr.-.tii1Dence. Perhape never && our voice caZTJ 
equal weight in tho oouneil eh&lllbora or tho world. Both tho opportunitT and tho rupon­
.slbillty ot today may be gone to.orrow. Wa auet act now. 'nlia ie '-rica'• hour ot 
destiny. 



in our own house. Tom by the strug e tor epee van ace o or CJ"'UJMI 
i nt-erests, nabned by class, sectarian, national, and racial pnjudicee1 .. .,.. un­
moved by any gret.t eoamon cause or pa.ssion. In OW' moral leaderehip at h0111 and in the 
world we botrli)' t he promise or OU-T history 1nd the need or the hour. 

V. Affi!r1ca Hu•t Brin& Porth a Groat Faith 

we CAn turn bac k in peace ru1 compet ition t-he totalitarian threat in !llf and all or 
its f or ma . But we ean do this , not by a blind poUcy ot negation, nor by a tiidd 
policy of defense , but rather by a bold and pOsit ive policy o! demoorati~ atrtrm.tion 
and tuliillment - a policy devot ed t o ~aking democracy work at home and helpins it live 
abroad. 

To achieve t his end .a ~at roceed awift to revive and atre 
har itage of freedom. We a u1t f ormult.te a body ot e01m1011 p..trpOaee and lo 
t r anscend t he. li.m.ited interests of clt.es, tMct, nation, aocl race . We t~~.~at brins forth 
a great and mil.itllllt f ait h wnich will ourpass in ito """ep and power the faith or on¥ 
tot&litt.riL~ system. 

VI. This Faith Is De~ocracy 

Oemocracv is the soci.al f aith of America. But wa tiUSt recali to our IIU.nds, in 
terms t hat cannot be t wisted by t yrant s, the t rue and full r:neeni ng of this ! atet'ul 
wor-d which b on the lips of all people s toda¥. ColmDon Cause proposes the followin& 
conce ption of the meani ng of democ~aey. 

1. Oe!!IOcracy" means - PERSO~AL WOR~: Every human being ie precious in his cnm 
r ight and is always to be regarded as an end, never •s a m.eans merely. His protection 
and full development are the purpose and measure or social institutions, relat ionships, 
and doct~ines . The state i s made !or m«n, not man tor the st ate . Here is the foundation 
of all humane concepti ons of life and the ultimate source of the other articles of our 

!l!ll!!· 
2 . De.m.ocraey means - FREEDat: All ID!In should participate actively in selecting 

l eaders , in ehap1ng the laws, and in discharging the responsi bilities or government. 
E'vcry man should be free t o think and apeak, to writs and create, to approve and cri­
tici se, to assemble and organi t.e, to choose an occupation, to Cll)ve from pl.aee to place, 
t o i.J:!prove his condition, to worshi p God as he ehoosea, t o follow the dictates or hie 
conscience , to pursue in his own way trut.h and happiness. Wit hitl. the framework of de­
ft!IOcretie principle s cult ural a.nd political minorities should be tolerated, reepec ted, 
and valued ao creative tot"C:es in history. A "democratic" one- party state is a aelt­
evident but dangoroua fraud . Freedom is the ancient. et.emal and lacabla toa or 
totalit.ari aniao and every foro or tyranny over the iea IDd nda ot men. 

) . Democracy ~ans - E/1!ALIYY: All""'" though.ditterin.g in t.J.onte ahould be oquu 
bef ore t he law and in t-he moral orde r, Reg.roleae or elasa, ere.ed, or color they ahould 
ha.ve t he .same rights, liberties, opportunitiee, and reaponaibilltiea . Democracy re­
cognit.e8 no r aces, ca• t ee, o r orders commiaaioned by God or quali!ied by their own at­
tri butes to e xpl oit, govern, or enalave their ..tellow human bein&a. Bgualltr ie the onl.J 
enduri.ns bas is of Justice , 1!118TCY . and fratem!t.r 8!01'\8 Din. 



s. It aano o~tarJ ot...s...de ot <looono;r in 
the political etrualo .., ehould be pidod bJ' 
the canono o! simple honooty, truthtul:nooo, and int.olloct ual int.oiP'it:rJ in t ho ""*""ioo 
of powor they should be juot, hUIIIAilo , and •rc1tul. Duocrac;r c~ 1lt principle tho 
doctrinal ilmlorallty o! totalltarieniem, whether Fucillt or Caautillt , llhich jullt1tioo u 
politi cal "raallom" the practice or !aleoh.ood, h;rpoorio;r, doooit, and alandor, ot tor­
roriam., deportation• , torture•, c.oneentration campe, labor batallione, and judici&l 
murders. Without. DNtual trust and charitY aocietr itHlt l!llet tall into decv and cUe-
sol ution . • 

6. Oemocra.c oeatts - INDIVlDU 
ciety in which s.ny man can make a W&'l acco to hie own t&lenta, incllnationa, and 
belle!e - a society lfhich mokeo available to all an abundance ot opportunit7 iJ1 work, iJ1 
health, in education, iJ1 aocial rolationohipa, iJ1 hWIWl onllllbtonant, in all tho orto 
and scienc&a ot life. Democracy etrivea to insure to every 1ndiv1dual throu&b whatever 
maans experience provee .neceeaary the opportunity to develop himaelt to hie tull etature. 
By mainteL~ing opportunity for all de~cracz becomea precioua to all. 

7. All JDOn should bo diocipllnod by a 
aen~e weltare, and a love ot tNt.h and 
j uot i ce . I! they ·~loy their llbortieo meraly to further their own ooltioh interoot o, it 
they oro calloua to wrongs and inoqualitioo, 1t tho;r ara indit!oront to tho publlo sood, 
thoy will auroly oink back into bcn<l~&•• Democracy ourpaaHo all other social oylltOJU iJ1 
ita domancla on the tirte and energy, aa well aa the virtue and und.entNViin&, ot the ci­
t izen. lndividual rooponoibillty is tho final teet ot humon liberty. 

In spite of our many failures, weakneaaeaa, and ahorteom1nga, our coa:ait.Mnt to the" 
principles in tho p&at has boon reoosnizo<l thrcusnout tho oorth and has SiYOn to us our 
~que pl ace among the ne.t iona . Coman Cauae has been launched to renew and etrengt.hen 
that cocnmit..,nt end to aorva all ""o wioh to take part in a s roat rebirth ot d01110oratio 
faith i n Ame;ic& and tho worl<l. 

Co:nn:<>n Causa will atrive without !louin& to opply thio conception o! <loii>OCracr 
t o beth dolllOstic an<l foreign policy. It will drott a Social Charter tor All!orica llhich 
will outllno concretely tho sroat goals to bo striven tor at h01110 d\lrins tho coml.ns year•. 
I t will keep these goala ever bo!oro the country ond work uneouingly !or thoir attoin­
ment. It will aloo drott a Foreign Polley Chortor outllning tho baoic oooon~ialo of a 
j uot peoce, and ouagest tho CIOthodo by which ..., may hope to undo the tr~&ic ml.otakeo ot 
e.ppeaaement and win back by peaeetul. oeane t..he loat llre&l ot treedom,. 

It will revive the Atlantic Chortor ond ondoavor to apply ito provioiono to the 
buil<ling of a free and juot world - !roo and Jullt to the emall u wll oo to tho sroat, 
to the weak u well as to tho otrong. llo believe that -rica, working olooolJ with all 
govorrutanto comitted to llbo.rty, llllOt etrual• to achieve thoM aiJIIO with all ot hor 
zr.orel., diploutie, and economic reaourcea, ueing every ounce o1' h•r baraai.n1na: powr to 
extend the dom1.nion or treedom on the earth. · 



-4-

WIIAT IS Cc:tlllll CAU8I1 

CO!lliDOn Cauoo 1o an old idea ~cauM ito 1nop1rat1on and tow>Ciatltmo aro f ound 1n 
tho word• or tho 1110n Who wrot.e the Declaration or lndapanclonco, t.bo Conotitutioo, an<!_ the 
Bill or Rights . It io new ~cauoo it ro-dtltinoo 1n treah wordo tho Purpooo ot Mlricar 
how "" can Jr.&ke i t live tod&.Y and dotond it o!!oct1vol3' at h- and abroad. 

ColliWn Cause 1o aicnificant ~cauoo it articulotoo and p1llo into focuo tho 1roat 
unopokon oontimonto which uny 111011 and WDIIIOn have ~on th!.nld.nl all alona. Wo ~li•ve 
t hat i t o.rticulat u tho silent thouahto of tho great boc17 oi -ricana who do not ~Hove 
t hat t he i de t.la end purpoaa ot America proclaimed by Jetterton, or Paine, or Uncoln ie 
expreaeed by t he thinking of eit her the so-called ri&ht or lett now eo much publici .. d . 

Cor.J:ion Cause wel comes all men and WOIIIeD who accept ita purpoaea and who Nallse that 
t he re.te o! human l.ibert.y in these critical timet reeta 1n larp meaeu.re in the hand• ot 
tho American pooplo. 

Co112:10n Caus e propo'aea to enaaa• in v&rioua tome ot activity deaigned to clarity the 
oeaning o! democracy, to applJ ita principles to domeetic and foreign policy, to support 
tho ot rugglo Cor human lib&rty both at homo and abroad, and senerall7 to prepare tho 
American people for the atupendoua role tor wbioh hiet o17 haa eut them. 

BUilDING A P<llEIGH POLICY !lASED Qi PRINCIPLE 

Everybody in a demooraoy CIUSt halp ahapa ita policy; JUit understand it, bellev. 1n 
it , ond back it ~o the liJ>l.t with words and deedo. OUr foroicn poUcy 011ot ~ tirml,y 
Oae:ed on our Purpoea as a nation. 'ti'e. ar& now •n.saced in a great War ot Ideu which, 1! 
loa-t , will nullify the t errible ea.critices eo treahly made to preeerve freedom. 

I ssues w.nich have a p~fo~d ettaot on the entire future ot democracy and human 
f:reedo:n. arise almost e very day, often in the United Nations oraanisation itaelt. As 
such iseuee: e.rie:e, Con=on Cauae will ae nd you a brl•! etat•ment of the eitution, end a 
ba.llot ~ so that you, peraon&iiy, can vote on1 and take part in the most importe.nt strual• 
of i deaa t hat baa confronted the American people since the Revolution. 

Juclgme,nt polls will aleo be conducted amonl coc:Pon Cauae membera to help achieve a 
eo~C~Dn understanding of the great valuea tor which we are to atand before. the world. 
}tajOt' iaaueS Of domes tiC and foreign policy will be tested in terms Of b&aiC democratic 
val.ue.s, 

l!llLP DEFEND AMERICA •S FRI!ZDCII BY Hlni'ING 
niOSE WHO OEPEIID PRIIZDOK AIIIIOAD 

The frontiers ot freedom ~oday rest 1o those countriaa which are atruaalina to ~­
serve the free "83 of liie and individual, roli&iouo, and national CroodoiD W..Sor sruol in& 
t ot alitarian pressure. It 1.a to the Mltiah, u wll aa to the bum&n1tarian, intenat of 
eve ry A.oerica.n who prizea the tree way o! lite to brin& mater-ial and moral uaiatance and 
comfort t o men, wooen and children who have .uttered deprivat-ion, atarvation, and perM­
cution becauae or their devotion to democratic prineiplel . 

The name a and adOreaaea or people in France, Italy, Greece, Auatria, and other 
countM.ea, and liata or the el.arple evel')'dq nec.eaaitila of lltt .tlicb the7 need ao clae-
porately. will b. furniahed to any -.r or wiahin& to part1o1pato in tho 
work. !!any of thooe people, both Jon and tho dioplacod paraono' 
eaopa in Europe , unable to retum to a&tet7 to tt. of their ori&in eel unwlcc.e 

t he devaat•ted countries t.o which they tl.ed or to which tht7 wre deported.. Han7 



""' have su.tfored Lorribl7 ovon durins tho poriod 111lon the7 haYo boon under UlllliiA, 
&nd their tate is ne»f more u.nc.erttin than aver. .Ud llll8t be &Inn to thea, and tx..8 
lllUSt be found for th.,., Tho oacred rl.&bt of UJlwo f or political rotu&M• Dllt be up­
held age.inst totalitari an efl'orts to force their return. 

TilE f'REI!OOII BOOK CLUB 

'l'ho f'roodom Book Cl ub hos boon sot up tor the purpooe of &ivin& wido publloit7 to 
articles, editorials and books which freshly and atronsl.7 oxpren t he ideal a of !roodOl!l 
8lld de:nocr •cy put forth 1n C0111110n Cauee . A board, c0CIIp)8ed ot nationall1 known .an and 
,.,..n, orl.ll choose t he C~&tori&l eocb mntb. You oan be of tho groatoat help in thio i.m­
porta.'lt 'ttork by sending 1n to u a anything print.ed in your local newspaper that JOU feel 
i s ...,rthy ot orl.de distribution, 

W!IAT YOU CAll DO 

I f you believe in tho otato,.nt ot principles printed in thio leaflet and are in­
terested in what Cor:mon Cause hopee to aecom.plieh , please write to ue and tell ua so. 
We hope you will writ·e Eo u s tor more copies ot this mat.er1&1 tor distribution. 

Spread the doctl-ine - e xplain U carotully to ten of your friends ODd try to win 
their support . Ask t hem to do likewise with ten otM.rs . · 

Invite a few friends to get together at your hODa eo that you can tell them about 
Co:nmoh Cause and ask the~:~ to Join . Every per son ia impcn·te.nt. Oiecuaa the situation 
in your town, ci ty, or nei&hborhood that involv .. the prirtciples and objectives o! 
CorornQn Cause and how you can better ~hat situation through your new attiliation. 

See the edit or of your newspaper, show him the Coaaon Cause matel'1al1 it he ha.s not 
already ooen i t , ond .sk tor hio cooperation in publicizins ita prina!.plos and defini­
t i ons itt order to attract new ll)!mbers . 

Call on the pastors of all chur ches and tell tham about this movement Which is ao 
deeply i dent ified with the continued oxiatonco of all roli&ious faiths. Paators mq 
urge support of COll'l:Cn Ca.u.ae pr inc.iplea t:rom their pulpits . A national rel.1gioua 
colJ!leil representing all faiths he.e b4en organb.ed on behtl.t ot CoiBDOD Cause. 

See t he principals and history teachers of your local achool 1 h!ghechool1 or 
coll ear and ask them to build a aession or diacUaeion period tor etud~t~;tl &r<:lmd. the 
Commort Ceuae statement ot American principles and purpoae. 

Go to t-&ligious sroups, ~omen• a cl ubs, and patriotic societies, labor uniona, buei­
neatJ &e~tJociationa , cons~.~JnSr groups, r.,.ra, ~ond to any otMr eivill or edllcation&l o~ 
gani2at1on in your community. Give thom tho material and ouueat that each 
eppoint ,. chai.n::~&n to represent this own Mllblrehip. Th11 ie im-
portant., All Coc:m:>n Cause wiehea t o coordinate its activities with all other CJ"'Upe end 
organizat1on3 &!"'d to apre.ad the. meaeaae. about America and freedom to all exi.tin& IJ"'UJ>II• 

YOU ARE Cct!I!Cfi CAUSI! 

Co:mnon Cause i .e meant for Uw many, not the tew. It 11 tinlnced by no naltlcy' pat ron 
or apechl interest and io entirely non-partioan and non-political. Ito oupport dopondil 
entinly on voluntary contribution• !rom mll\7 pereona, and lix .1110nthe' .-berlhip due• 
of Sl.OO Which rlll go to ccnr tho coot of printl.nc, poet ... , clorioal 1101'k, 1114 re­
search involved in motorial Cgpg~Cauoo will oeod JOU• It will ouc- if D! 1lllo &N 
reading thio ........ ca.re ono\1111 out tho fut uro ot JOUr 001111try ODd tba euiii!"Oal ot 
democracy i n tho world to maJco thia ••• ... rour 01111 ODd join uo in roorultl.nc Clthero in 
tho Fight !'or Freodcm 
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