


Jenuery 18, 1547
Dear Mrs. Lathamt

1 wae very mmoh intereated by the COMMON
Mﬂ:l: ‘:ht—nt of prinsiples which you
sen’ o L™

The ome diviminon vhich I quertion a
1it4le iet “Help Defend Ame 's
Freedom Helpine Those "ho Defend
Freadom "

There i= gtarvation end deprivetion %oday
in many plaess where D-wl!u!-h
practiced ond et I think it by
nhmr!.n{.uﬂlnt Uemooracy reepscte

human beinge ond is 1 humane,
regardlccs of noliticel be that
we will set the example hrthiﬁgﬁﬂl
e.u;d uﬂnr:;:nd I; a M‘I‘lﬂ; hﬂd
totalitar osophy. . Elve
priority to 33« whose need le great=-
sat, but I would never mix need and
ru]_i.f with politiles.

VYary silnecerszly yours,
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A Call for @ New Birth of Fresdom

1775 BROADWAY .
HIFW TORX 1Y, M. Y,

Mra. Elssnor Roosevelt
Hyde Park
Dutobess County, H. Y.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The enclosed statement can be read in eleven
einutes, although 1t took almost two years to prepare. It
is the result of hard and dsdicated work on the part of
men and women listed on this page who dseply value human
frosdom and the free way of life and realise the danger
in which they mow stand.

Common Cause is a militant citiEen movemont
offering to the American pecple a defimition of Demooracy
based on the needs of today] & re-statsment of the great
Furpose of America as envisioned by Thomas Jefferson and
Thomas Paine; and a program of ocommunity motion to imple-
ment these beliefa.

Common Cause proposes a set of American prin-
oiples and definitions as a yardstiock by which the indivi-
dual citizen can measure declsions affecting human liberty
both at home and sbroead, We believe that Amerlca must
bring forth - for the world - & great and militant desmo-
oratio faith that will surpass in its sweep and power the
faith of any totalitarisn system.

It im our hope that Cozmmon Cause expresses
the largely unspoken beliefs of ths great majority of the
Amprican people - not merely an articulats segment or the
sontroversial "right® and "left". We plan to build exten-
sively in towns and communities all through the nation and
through existing civio, educational and religilous organima-
tions, Common Cause cen only be as strong as the action
it arouses in the average man and woman.

I know that you will recognisze the long-range
far-reaching potentialities of Common Cause and I sincersly
ask for your help and cooperation in seeing that its message
reaches the maximum mumber of poople. The release date is
Monday, January BOth.

Binceraly yours,

“aYalis- (Dadee, |-adig
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glorious moments we have ough or th T of the prineip :

and the rights of man throughout the werld. The present age c for & solemn rededi-
cation of the American peopls to their historic purpose. Common Cause is a national
movement deavoted to this end,

by svents to play a uIJur, parhaps
zation., Because of our great strength u'd the mrrmlld dim-m- of the sarth, the
very survival of individual liberty and popular rule in the world rests in large measure
with ua.

At home, we face the task of achieving economic stability, security, end opportunity
for all without sacrificing civil and political liberties. If we fall in this, we shall
open the gates to chaos and despotism in America,

Abroad, we face the task of building & lasting peace on the foundations of justice
and freedom for all peoples. If we fail here, we may be destroyed in an sll-embracing
catastrophe.

I T

Lra

Both at home and abroad, we face Communism: an aggressive totalitarian movement
purporting to bring security, equallity, and peace to the peoples of tha world
dictatorship. This movement has gained such strength that for the first time
modern career democracy is challenged by a powsrful rival for the idealism of the
young and the hopes of the exploited and oppressed of the sarth,

Both &t home and abroad also, we face Fascism: & second aggressive totalitarian
movement which by appealing to the worst in the human tradition and by setting re-
ligion against religion, nation against nation, and race against race would revive the
military state and plunge all mankind again into war. Although the Fascist powers have
been destroyed, the conditions of insecurity, fmatﬂt—l.m, and fear out of which Fascism
came continue to ride the world.

TR e Y T N e,

Each of thess totalitarian movements feeds on fear of the other. Each also loudly
proclaims itself to be the only practicable alterpative to the other. As a copseguence
many well-meaning citizens are driven into the Communist and Fascist ranks.

Cause repudiates this false logic and presente a living democracy as the answer hs

IIT. Americs Is Strong in Msterial Power gl |

But our present relative position among the nations is f An
we ococupled a plu:l of suc o, F ill our voice carry
egual weight in the couneil uhni:lr- or 'Lhe m].ﬂ. Mh t.lu nppurhmiw and the respon-
sibility of today may be gone tomorrow. We must act now., This is America's hour of

destiny,
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interests, weakened b_;r nlul, sectarian, national, dices, we are
mvudbywmltmamunrpuim. Inmrmlhﬂtrﬂpﬂﬂﬂﬂlnth
world we betray the promise of our history and the need of the hour.

its forms. But we can do this, Tt by a po " .

policy of defense, but rather by a bﬂld and positive 'Pﬂlir.':r nf Gm'urll‘-iﬂ lfflrﬂlt-im
and fulfillment - a policy devoted to making democracy work at homs and helping it live
abroad.

To achieve this end we must pro nd strepgthen a
heritage of freedom. wWe must formulate a body of common purposes and loyalties which
transcend the limited interests uf class, sect, nation, and race. We must bring forth
s great and militant faith which will surpasa in its sweep and power the faith of any
totalitarian system.

VI. This Faith Is Demccracy

Democracy is the social faith of A.mriEl. But we must recall to our minds, in
terms that cannot be twisted by tyrants, the true and full meaning of thia fateful
word which is on the lips of all peoples todsy. Common Cause proposes the following
conception of the meaning of damoecracy.

1. Democracy means - ¢ Every human being is precious in his own
right and is always to be re as an end, never as a means merely. His protection
and full development are t.ha purpose and measure of social i.nst.itutims, Nlltimuhipe,
and doctrines. The state is made for man, not man for the state. Hs the foundatic
of all humane conceptions of life a
faith.

2. Democracy means - FREEDOM: All men should participate actively in selecting
leaders, in shaping the laws, and in discharging the responsibilities of government.
Every man should be free to think and speak, to write and create, to approve and cri-
ticise, to assemble and organize, to choose an cccupation, to move from placa to placs,
to improve his condition, to worship God as he chooses, to follow the dictates of his
conacience, to pursue in his own way truth and happiness. Within the framework of de-
mocratic prinelples cultural and political minorities should be tolerated, respected,
and valued as creative forces in I:Li..ﬂro:w. A *:lmcrnti.c" m-p-nr ut-th .tl a self-
evident but dangerous fraud. Free ancd & Acanle
totslitarianism and every form of t.n-m over

3. Democracy means - +  All men though differing.in talents should be equal
before the law and in the moral order, Regardless of class, creed, or color they should
have the same rightas, libertlies, opportunities, and responsibilitiss. Democracy re-
cognizes no races, castes, or orders commissioned by God or qualified by their own at-
tributes to expleit, govern, or enslave their feéllow human baings.

enduring basis of justice, mercy, and fraternity m men.
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Elslation, munmmim. and decision should be conducted Iﬂhﬂﬂl‘
and principles freely established by the pecple. A1l individuals and minorities should
be pretected in their rights and liberties against the passion of mobs, the vengeance of
party, the powsr of privilege, u.mumm.mwwm. and
the mbit.iunn of madmen. \ I Spa) U ol 1re

5. Umcragf means - % m It means elementary standards of decency in
the conduct o pu political struggle men should be guided by
the canons of simple honesty, truthfulness, and intellectual integrity; in the exercise
of power they should be just, humane, snd merciful. Democracy condemns ir principle the
doctrinal immorality of totalitarisnism, whether Fascist or Communist, which justifies as
political "realism" the practice of falsehood, hypoerisy, deceit, and slander, of tar-
rorism, deportations, tortures, concentration camps, labor batallions, and judicial

murders, Without mutual trust (- 80C itsalfl fall into dec dis=
solution. k
6. Democracy means = INDIVIDL. PPORTUNITE: It meens a mobile and progressive so-

clety in which any man can maki a way according to his own talents, inclinations, and
beliafs - a scciety which makes available to all an abundance of opportunity in werk, in
heslth, in education, in social relationships, in human enlightenment, in all ths arts
and sclences of 1ife. Democracy strives to insure to every individual through whatever
means experience proves necessary the opportunity to develop himself to his full stature.

By maintaining npport.unit.y for all demccracy becomss preclious to all.

7. Democracy mesns = I VIDUAL RESPCNSIBILITY: All men should be disciplined by a
sense of common brotherhood, .a.d the. general walfare, and & love of truth and
Justice., If they esmploy t.hnir libarties merely to further t.hlil." own selfish interests, if
they are callous to wrongs and inmequalities, if they are indiffersant to the publie good,
they will surely sink back into bondage. Democracy surpasses all other sccial systems in
its demands on the time and ensrgy, as well as the virtus and undsrstanding, of the cl-
tizen., Individual res ibility is the tast of s

In spite of our many failures, wealmessess, and shortcomings, our commitment to these
principlas in the past has bsen recognized throughout the earth and has given to-us ocur
unigue place among the nations. has besn launched to renew and strengthen
that commitment and to serve all who. to take part in a great rebirth of democratic
faith in America and the world.

Common Cause will strive without flagging to apply this conceptlon of democracy
to both domestic and foreign policy. It will draft a Socisl Charter for America which
will putline concretely the great goals to be striven for at home during the coming years,
It will keep these goals ever before the country and work unceasingly for their attain-
ment. It will also draft a Foreign Policy Charter cutlining the basic essentials of &
Jjust peace, and suggest the methods by which we may hope to undo tha tragic mistakea l:lf
appeasement and win back by peaceful means the lost areas of fresdom. ;

It will revive the Atlantic Charter and lnﬂnm to apply its provisions to the
bullding of a free and just world - free and just to the small as well as to the great
to the wesk as well as to the strong. We belleve that America, working closely with til
governmenta committed to liberty, must struggle to achleve these aims with all of her
moral, diplomatic, and economic rescurces, using every ounce her bargaining power to
extend the dominion of freedom on the sarth. ¥
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WHAT IS COMMOM CAUSE?
is a foree, not just another

prejeact for your club or crganization.

uinmnldi&uhmhlhﬂﬂuﬁmﬂtﬂhﬂm!ﬂdh

the words o men who wrote the Declaration of

Bill of Rights. It is new becauss it N-ﬁlﬂutinmwmmmunt
how we can make it live today and defend it effectively at home and abroad.

It is a militant citizen

organization.
movement @ the banner of democracy. Itht.!nbfurm,ﬂmindtm:l f
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is significant because it articulates and pulls ﬁhrm-thm

unspoken unt.ﬁntu which many men and women have been thinking
that it articulates the silent thoughts of the M
that the ideals and purpose of America proclaimed
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expressed by the thinking of sither the so-called t or left now so much publiciged.

Commen Cause welcomes all men and women who accept ite s and who realize that
the te o

human liberty in these critical times rests in measure in the hands of

the American peoplse.

Common Cause proposes to engeage in various forms of activity designed to clarify the
meaning of democracy, to apply its principles to domestic and foreign policy, to support
the struggle for human liberty both at home and sbroad, end generally to prepare the |
American people for the stupendous role for which history has cast tham, ; i

BUIIDING A FOREIGN FOLICY BASED (W FRINCIFLE
Everybody in a democracy must help shape its policy; must understand it, believe in

it, and back it to the limit with words and desds. Our
based on our Furpose as & nation. We are now engaged in

lost, will nullify the terrible sacrifices so freshly made to presarve fresdom.

Issues which have a profound effect on the entire future of demccracy and human
freedom arise almost every day, often in the United Natlons organigzation itsslf. As
such issuss arise, as will send you a brief statement of the situation, and a
ballot, so that you, wram&, can vote on, and take part in the most important struggle
of ideas that has confronted the American people since the Revolution.

Judgment polls will also be conducted among M mambers to help achieve a
W AT

common understanding of the great valuss for whi
Major issues of domsstic and foreign policy will be teste
values.

HELP DEFEND AMERICA'S FREEDOM BY HELPING
THOSE WHO DEFEND FREEDOM ABROAD

The frontiers of freedom today rest in those countris
serve the free way of life and individual, religicus,
totalitarian pressure. It is to the selfish, as well as

avery American who prizes the free way of life to bring materisl and moral assistance and
|  comfort to men, women and children who have suffered deprivation, starvation, and perse-

cution becsuse of their devetion to democcratic principles,

The names and addresses of people in France, Italy, Oreece, Austria ﬂd other
countries, and lists of the simple everyday necessities of life which need so %

perataly, will be furnished to any member of wishing to
work. Many of these E:upll, both Jews and s are ﬂﬁlmm’
camps in Eurepe, unsble to return to safety to the lands of their o and unwelcome

the devastated countries to which they fled or to which they were ad. Many

and national freedom under grueling

foreign policy must be firmly
a great War of Ideas which, if

stand before the world.
d in terms of basic democratic

s which are struggling to pre-
to the humanitarian, interest of i

B
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must be found for them, The sacred right of asylum for pelitical refugees must bs up-
held against totalitarisn efforts to foree their return.

THE FREEDOM BOOK CLUB

The Freedom Book Club has been set up for the purposs of glving wide publicity to
articles, editorials and books which freshly and strongly express the idesls of fresdom
and democracy put forth in W A board, composed of nationally known men
women, will choose the mate each month., You can be of the greateat help in thias

portant work by sending in to us anything printed in your local newspaper that you feal
is worthy of wide distributiom,

WHAT TOU CAN DO

If you believe in the statement of principlss printed in this lsaflet and are in-
terested in what Common Cause hopes to accomplish, pleass write to us and tell us so.
We hope you will write to us for more coples of this material for distribution.

Spread the doctrine - explain it carefully to ten of your friends and try to win
their support. Ask them to do likewlse with ten others. )

Invite s few friends to get together at your home so that you can tell them about
Qommoh Cause and ask them to join. Every person is important. Discuss the situation
in your town, city, or neighborhood that involves the principles and cbjectives of
(ommon Cause and how you can better that situstion through your neaw affiliation.

See the editer of your newspaper, show him the matarial, if he has not
already seen it, and ask for his cooperation in pub % 8 princlples and defini-
tions in order to attract new members.

Call on the pastors of all churches and tell them about this movement which is so
deaply identified with the continued existence of sll religicus faiths. Pastors may
urge support of Common Causs principles from their pulpits. A national religious
council representing all faiths has been organized on behalf of Common Causs.

See ‘the principals and history teachers of your local school, highschool, or
collegg and ask them to bulld s session or discussion pericd for studente ercund
Commori Cause statement of American principles and purpose.

Go to religious groups, women's clubs, and patriotic societles, labor unions, busi-
ness associations, consumer groups, farmers, and to any other civie or edicational or-
ganization in your community. Give them the material and suggest that each
appoint & chairman to represent this movement own membership. This is im-
portant, as Common Cause wishes to coordinate its mctivities with all other groups and
organizations and to spread the message about America and freedom to all existing groups.

Common %mn ia meant for the many, not the few. It is financed by no wealthy patron

or spec srest and is entirely non-partisan and tical, support depends

entirely on voluntary contributions from meny persons, six montha' membership dues
of $1.00 which will go to cover the cost of printing, postage, clerlecal work, and re-
search involved in material will send you. It wiu if you who az
reading this message care future of your country and the s v of

demccracy in the world to make this message your own and join us in recrulting others in o

the Flght For Freedom

E




CHATRMAN
Mra, Wales Latham

TREASURER
Mr. Charles H. Diebold

COMMITTEE
Dr. George 5. Counts
Mr. Adeiph A. Berls, Jr.
Mrs. Henry Breckinridge
Dr. Harry J. Carman
Mr. Russell W. Davenport
Dr. Edmund E, Day
Hajor George Fielding Elist
Hr. Christopher T. Emmet
Mrs. Ramsay Hunt
Miss Isabal Leighton
Mrs. Lois Mattox Millar
Bishop Austin Pardue
Mr. Arthur M. Schlessinger, Jr.
Miss Dorothy Thompson
Hon. Sumner Welles

* COUNSEL
Paul, Weiss, Wherton & Garrison

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS COUNCIL
Mr. William Montgomery Bannatt
Director

Rebbi Louis L. Mann

‘Mra. Anne O'Hare McCormick

Mr. Newbold Morris

Mr. Edgar Ansel Mowrer

Hr. Malcolm Muir

Mr. William I. Nichola

Bishop G. Ashton Oldham

Mr. A. Fhilip Rendolph

Mre. H11ion Dhcc Sporborg
[ = L}

Mr. Charles L. Stimn
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