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January 15, 1947

Dear Kr, Cooke!

I would rather doubt that my husbend had
attended the oconference in Charlot tes-
ville, Dut- I do not guestion that he heard
of the results =and thct he was dec<ply in-
terested in them.,

I alwaye heard my hue®en® talk of the TVA
and all of the other developments, not
einply s¢ pover plants, but as soci:zl
experinmente. When vwe vigited the TVA
and the other dama, that was the theme

cn all ocessions,

Very cordilally youre,
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WASHINGTON B, D.C. EONPLETELY AR COMDITHOSED "

Jarmary 13, 1947

¥rs, Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park, New York

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I was assoclated with what ultimately became
the TVA legislation from about 1922 on. As far as
I know, up to 1932 it was a power plan, pure and
slmple,

Gossip has 1t that early in 1933 Senator
Nerris spent a half hour with President Roosevelt
and on returning to his office began revamping his
bill so as to have 1t provide for a "great soclal
experiment", rather than 51NP;§ a power plan. From
the information T have, T think there is no doubt
that he got this idea from F.D.R.

What I would like to know is were President
Roosevelt's regionalization 1deas a more or less
gradual growth or was he partlieularly affected by
what he heard at a conference in Charlottesville
in July 1931. Odum, Stuart Chase, et al, spoke
there and think thaé the several &ays of conferences
made a deep impression on Mr. Roosevelt.

Do you happen to know whether he went to
this conference, and do you recollect whether he
reported what went on there with any enthusiasm?

If yvou have no information on this subject
pleasa do not bother to reply, but it would be wery
useful to me if you have information along this line.
to contribute,

Yours very sincerely,

mm-'.-. . gsﬂ'u._,

Morris L. Booke

MLC:is
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