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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

(- June 25, 1945
%
{

WMy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

In further reply to your inguiry about
the President's trip to France during the last
war, I am enclosing a memorandum from the Judge
Advocate General which you may find interesting,
particularly the information in paragraph 4. MNr.
Camalier's address is the National Press Bullding
in Washington, D. C.

Also, General Marshall tells me that the
Army officer who accompanied the President on that
particular trip was Mark Watson now on the staff of
the Beltimore Sun. Mr. Watson is presently abroad
and his return is indefinite, depending upon when
the 5un can find & relief for him. He may be back
within & month and I um sure you could reach him
through the Baltimore Sum in Baltimore, laryland.

Vith best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

i honsaciis

James Forrestal

Mrg. Franklin D, Hoosevelt
Hyde Park

Dutchess County

New York
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R — NAVY DEPARTMENT
JAGIWHW ] imlr OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
WASHINGTON 28, D. &
22 June 1945

Subj: Inecident of French Civilian (Priest) Being Struck by Official
Car in the Party of Assletant Secretary of the Navy Roosevelt
in Brittany, 1918.

1. In answer to your memorandum of 6 June 1945, I regret to eay that no
information or evidence regarding the sabject incident can be found.

2. If a release had been obtained for any possible injuries the priest may
have sustalned, such release should normally have been turned over to the
Faris Naval Board on Claims. This Board was established on 12 February 1919
to consider all claims arising in France, either before or after that date,
againegt the naval service. The files of thie Board, now in the National
Archives, have been thoroughly searched, with negative resulta.

&, Since at the time of the incident in question the Navy had no authority
to pay personal injury claims, the most likely explanation that comes to
zind is that the money was pald out of some emergency or travel expense fund
then availeble to the Assistant Secretary, for which no accounting was re-
quired, or which was covered by a voucher marked "Miscellaneous Expense” or
some other general description.

4. Mr. Renah Camalier, who was Mr. Roosevelt's private secretary at the time
and who made the trip through Brittany with Mr. Hoosevelt in 1918, has been
contacted. He recalls the incident, but cannot recall the name of thes
village. However, Hr. Camalier has in his possession a large mass of photo-
graphe and notes of his travels with lr. Roosevelt and will continue to search
through this material for further information as to the incidemt. He will
advise this Office if anything of interest comes to light.

5. An examination of the most detalled map of Brittany available in the
Hydrographer's Office does not disclose any willage beginning with "V
between Juimper and Quimperle, which was the deseription of the place glven
by Mre. Boosevelt in her letter of 29 May 1945.

7. L
Rear Admiral, U.S.N.
Judge Advocate General
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May 29, 1946

Dear Mr, Beoretary!

‘4ss Thompson gave me your letter
to her about the accident in France during
the last War,

'y hueband told the story many
times, and I think I have 1t in one of his
diary letters if I can ever come across
the material on the trip which he took in
1918 for the Navy,

As I remember 1t, they were in
Navy cars, polnp through a 11ttle village
in Brittany between Quimper and Quimperte
Hy recollection 1a that the name of the
village began with a "V"., They were
Folng fast down the street and the first
car hit a Priest, My husband knowing
what a olaim against the Navy might be,
Jumped out of his car and after they
etripped the Priest of several layers of
clothes, found he had suffered ofly a
sorained ankle. The Priest was asked
what indemnity he would ask and he said
none, Then he was asked Af there was
anything they could do for him and all
that he anted was to have the church
windows leaded. He had wanted to do
that for years. They asked hin the
cost and I think gave him $300 in our



money. Then and there he slgned a qult
claim for the ¥avy and he was piven the
necegsary Mavy Department voucher. The
work was cone nnd some frienda 1ater on
travelling through the village, sald they
found ocandles burning %o the United Btates
Navy in she little churnh,

Vary ainosrely yours,

{
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

24 MAY 1945

My dear Miss Thoupsoni

I regret to inform you that, although the
Havy Department's files contain detailed accounts
of President Hoosevelt's visits to France while
Assistant Seoretary of the Navy, no information can
be found concerning the accident in which one of
the cars in the party ran over a priest.

Admiral Henry B. Wilson, who was in com-
mand at Brest at that time, and is familiar with
the detalles of President Hoosevelt's wieite to France,
cannot recall the incident. Admiral Wilson states,
however, that one of General Pershing's aides took
Preaident Eoosevelt on a tour of the battlefields
in Army cars. Poselbly it was during such a tour
that the accident occourred, which would account for
the lack of information coocerning it in the Navy
Department files.

Sincerely yours,

}“‘«”MM

Mige Malvina 0. Thompson,
Hyde Park,

Dutchess County,

Hew York.
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, 9ec. Gen. of
ormatisn 3ervice, 501 Madison
2, N.Y. (Letter addressed to
t"-"}"{_.rh :]
May 12, 1948

My dear Mr. Beoretary:

Mres. Roosevelt asks me
to send you the enclosed letter.
Bhe would like to know if the Navy
Dgpartment has any information about
the matter end oan give her the name
of the ochureh to whioh the Navy gave
money to re-lead the windows because
one of the ocars in President Roosevelt's
party ran over the priest. This
ooocurred when he was Assistant
SBeoretary of the Navy.

Very sincerely yours,

Secoretary.

Nonorable Jagmes V. Forrestal
The Seoretary of the Navy
'.lhlnmﬂ, n-'ﬂ.
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