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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WAS H INGTON 

June 25, 1945 

Uy dear Urs . Roosevelt1 

In further reply to your inquiry about 
the Pr esident's trip to France during the lest 
war, I am enclosing a memorandum f r om the J udge 
Advocate Gener al whi ch you may find interesting , 
particularly the informat ion in paragraph 4· Ur . 
Camalier ' s address is the National Preas Building 
in washington, D. c. 

Al so, General Uarsbal l tells me that the 
Aroy officer who accompanied the President on that 
particular trip was Uerk Watson now on the stef f of 
the Baltimore Sun. Ur. Watson is presently abroad 
bOd hi s return is indefinite, depending upon when 
the Sun can find a relief for him. He may be beck 
within a month and I "'" sure you could reach him 
through t he Baltimore Sun in Baltimore, L!aryland. 

V:itb beat wishes, I em 

Sincer ely your s , 

Urs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Hyde Park 
Dutchess County 
New York 



22 JUJ1e 1945 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
oma Of THI JUDGI ADVOCA11 GIIIDW. 

WA8HINCITON A. D. C. 

S~bJ: Incident of JTench CiYilian (Prioot ) !o1n« St~ok b7 ott1cia1 
Car in the Part7 of .l.oohtant Secretary of tho lla.y loooOYolt 
ia llrit tany, 1918. 

1. In anawer to your m•oranduaa ot 6 June 1946 , I regret to at\7 that no 
information or e.idaaco roprdin« tho wbJoct incidaat CM be fOWld. 

2 . If a re1oaoe bad been obtained for aD1 poooib1o lnJ~ioo tho prieot may 
have IUatatned, w.ch releaee ahould nol"'l&ll)' baYI been t urned over to the 
Parh No.vn1 :Boord on Cla1no. Thio :Bop.rd vao ootablhhod on l2 J'ob~ 1919 
to conetder all claima ar1e1ng in rranc•, either before or after that date, 
a&tlinet the naval lel'vice . The tll ea ot thia Board , now in the National 
Archives , have been thoroughly •earched, with Aegatfve reault1. 

3. Since at tho t1•• of tho incident in q~eotion tho liayY had no authorit7 
to PAT paroonal 1aJ\U¥ c1a1no, tho •oot 111ce11 uplanation that co••• to 
mlJld 1o that the money waa paid out ot aome eaerp.nc;y or traYel e:q>enee fu.ud 
then available to the Aae1a~t Secretar,y, for vhicb no account ing wa1 re­
quired., or wb.ich vaa eoyerad by a voucher marked •t.Uao.ellaneoue txpe.cee• or 
aome other general deao:Hption. 

4 . Kr. Renah Cam&lier , who vao Mr. RooooYo1t'a pri•ato oocrotary at tho ti .. 
anci who made tho tri:p through llr ittan,y vitb Mr. looaen1t l n 1918, heo boaa 
contacted. Ho reco.llo tbe inoidaat , ~t cannot recall tbo aa.e of tho 
village. aowever, Ur. Camal ier h.• in b11 poa1e1a1on • large aaaa of phot o­
graph• and notea of hie traTala vith Jl.r. Rooae•elt and vil l continua to eearch 
thro~ t>h mterlal for further information ''" to tho incident. He will 
adviee thla Office if an,ytbing of 1Dteroot oo•• • to li&ht. 

5. .I.D OXAIIIlnatlon of tho moot detailed -.p of :BrlttaD1 available in tho 
!i;ldrographer' • Of fice dooo not dioclou aD1 •11J.a«o 'beglnnin« with ' V" 
between Qu.iC!per and Qu.i C!perlo, vhioh vao tha doocription of tho place given 

~ ......... ti. '" ''" ""'" ,, ~ ~ 

Raar .l.de1ra1 , U.S .N. 
J'u4ce .l.d•oeato O...eral 
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.Ma7 II, lNI 

Dear Mr. 8~oretary1 

1!1.u '!'h,aptlon g"'"' •e JGIU' let•l' 
t o hPr llbout the aocid~nt 1n 'rnnoe dur1ftK 
t he laet War. 

Hy huehand told the ator7 m&nJ 
U mee , and I th1nk I haTe i t 1n one of hil 
diary letter~ if I oan eYer oome aoroa1 
the mater i a l on t he trip ~hioh hn took 1n 
1918 for the HaTy . 

. As I reareaber 1 t, thtt7 t •el"f! 1n 
Nnvy Cl\l'R , f"O!~ thPOUCh II lit tle Ylllap 
in Brittnny betv~en Qu1~per and Qa~pte 
~ly recollnot1on 1s thAt the name "" the 
village began with a •v•. They were 
go1ng fns t ~oYn th~ ~treet and the t1r1t 
oar h1t a Pri est . ~1 husband knoWing 
what a olR1m agains t the NaYJ •~ht be, 
Jumped ou t of h11 oar llftd after thiJ 
stripped the Priest of -..eral larer- of 
clo t hes , f ound he bad suffered etlJ a 
ap r a 1ned Ankle . '!'he Pr1e e11 W&l a~l'ld 
what 1ndemn1 t y he t-·ould u lt an4 !I.e laid 
none. Then he ft a &liked 1f \beN V&l 
a~th1nc t hey could do tcgo hla and all 
that hll •·11nted vas to haYe the ohuroh 
v1ndove l11a~ed. H~ had vantlld to do 
that for Jeara. The7 asked h1o t he 
coat and I th1nk pYe h1111 $300 1n ov 



•one1. Then CLnd there hto ~&1gne4 " qul t 
ol&ln tor :hf' N&Tt ttnd. h ,. "". e t•en Ult 
neoee1~r1 NaTy Deonrtofnt Toucher. The 
work VAA ~ona nnd ao"e t r 1&nrte l Ater on 
t.r4Tell 1nf' throHf(h the Yill ARI, aAld. t hiJ 
found OAndl,. s burni ng t~ th~ Un1,~4 1\&tat 
"&•1 1n .. hft 11ttl e ohor oh . 

Ve~1 41no ~r~l1 your• • 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

NT dear llin '!bccpaonl 

I racret to iD.fora :rou tbat, al thouch the 
»a'Q' ~rtaent1 a tile• contain detailed aooounta 
ot Prea1dent BooaueU1 e delta to :rru.ce while 
.&.aahtant S.oretar:r ot the •a'Q', no iDtoraaUon O&D 

be toUDd concemiDC the accidant in which one ot 
the care 1D the part:r ran oYer a prleat • 

.&.d.ID1ral Benr:r B. Vlleon, who w.e in coa­
a&Dd at Br .. t at that U••· and h taa111ar with 
the detail• ot Preaidant BooaeYeltle yleite to Jrance, 
c&DDot recall the incident. .6.4.-iral Vileon ata\ea, 
howeYer, that one ot General Pereh1JlC1 a aidaa took 
Preaident BooaeTelt on a tour ot tha bettlatielda 
in .&.n:r care. Poadbl:r it waa dur1DC auch a tour 
that tha accident occurred, which wuld aocoUDt tor 
the lacll: ot 1ntoraat1CD coocerniDC 1t 1D the »a'Q' 
Departaent tilea. 

llin MalTina 0. 'rho~apaon, 
llyde Park, 
Dutch••• Count7, 
»ew York. 

81Dcerel:r :roura, 



• 
Leon 9ra<~<:eHr , J~c . 11cn . ?~ thP Fre-:ch 
Preca ',l"'d I nfl)r-f.) '.:! '>n 3 .. l'V1Ce ,· oOl ! .l'ld1AI)n 
Ave ., N .Y . 22 , ' .v . ( LPtter qd,l re<-Aed t o 
Col. li~rr~· ~ "'o'.{er . ) 

laJ 12, lNI 

., 40aP ••• .. ... ,.., • 

.... Roo••••lt a•k• • 
to •end rou the enolole4 letter. 
lho would llke to know lt ttae la'IJ 
Dopartaen' ba1 anr 1nfo ... t1Ga about 
tho Matte~ anc1 oan sl•o her tba n ... 
ot tbe ohunh to wblob • la'IJ ,..,. 
aonor to ro-loact ~~ wtn«awo -.oauoe 
ODO of ~ 0 ... 1a ... Ol6eftt aoGIO'fe1t 1e 
•artJ ••n o••• tbo plo1t. tlale 
OOOUI"Nc1 wben U waa MdiU.t 
looNt~rr of tho la'fJ. 

Yo., •1nooro1r rouro, 
• 

.. •• o,..,. 
Ronorablo Ja .. o Y. ro .. aatal 
!he leoNtarr of 11lo la'IJ 
•a•h1nswn, D.o. 
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