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m •Tlllr .. call I WDl t to ChlA& 

1946 as publtc· rElatloaa~oi for · UNRRA oa a l EaVE of abat a cl 
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• • rlbouara 

thls i :J truE thtrc ·h , nucll morc tbo. \ I cquld ttll you about: 

cond1 t i ona ... I . ..... t hE-m rrom Ca.D\oa ''uo .Harbia. 
J •· ..,.. 

Ill all fa 1rn£SI mi RRA canno \ bt b l aJ:Itd a o l£1)' ( jua t tor 
) . 

i ts l1ck of guts ) a• thE original agr£tmtnt b £tw£tQ DNRRA .~ 
I 

t ilt Cblllt!t govtrnmcnt <1oomtd f' 
AI PRO I fEl t thot. my duty 

• 

thlc.g f'ro:ot tb£ start . · 

to 'he t~paytra ot tbE a~Er 

JU. t 1o n.a waa to tnak£ a ll 1aforca t1oD.. aoe£ss1blt: t o corrta poadr:nt a -

. -~~~ .. -Jua t t~:--ro~·~,. ~1-~~ -~~b·+ rw:.-·i.-ng 1'1ght wi. til th• c~.:. •• : 
lla t1<>aal RElfEt a nd Rtlla b1l1tt'l•t.oa A<lminlatra tion public rcla tioaa 

.. .:..; ~ 
offiCE·, a a ltl 11U1 •ttd o• putting out a torlt a 'ha \ gloaaEd over 

th£ truth: or wt r E.rdowa-r1gb\. -... -.;_ .···'i 
• -;,• •,..:,.. I 

L ~•• not pa rttcu.~o•rJLY 

. -

ti'•~ . ~-~ · 
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B~ngkok , R.-goo• , 

Drlh1 • ga 1A, Agra , Bomb&T, 

p~aaibly Orc~eE, ltal y, 

... .. Well o~tr bri,:S 1a v n ..... •f 

l ·{ 

\h~ploplco or ' bC coua,r i c o #.·: ~"'--=:. • _, .. ~ .4;1 
Hoag-Xo~. S,aigoa, S1oit~aporc.-

• .,. ... 4. • ;. 

Dorjccl1ag, Dclbl , ~ooha1r , 

. Cairo Co31C • nat: aacl ._ b.cn 
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pr~ • 

· ~ 



--

( . : 

: 

-~ --.~"' ........ ..,.... • • . , .... : r--· " ......... ... ...., . -· •' ,, 

•• 

i s happn•lag i,. thtir gov<riiiD<Dh or 11atrm\ioaa ll7• (For 

£.>, .. 1!1)l.~~ ,~ \ta ; ptaaa.a\ t£~~; ta~cr t-a Ia41~~Waftn 1 t 1~ ·~f~ ~; .. . .... ... ... .-· ~ ~ . ; ·-~ :· 
lnh,r.Iiltutd' tbrilltd b7 \he 

#~wak£~1ng~ m!~lc 

t ,.,.l ag, to l una .aad t i sur ? , out.twh7 1 t doua' t . ~ 

s t and•.rd o f 11v1 ag . Tbia group 1a 1ntlu~:nclng l abor, 
. •·. 

not. If t hi a groilp and . , h£ m\;:mbEra of • thE "aat 1111t£r•tE,... Il'UmbE:ra 
. I . Jz. ... - ~ - ·~ 

t o a political idtalogr or ph1loaoph7 that 
: 

•111 hdp thEm a nd t t ht l r f'• llll l! t a P.r E quick to bte on t ih tollcnnlro . 

Tbu3, the J ap• ntaE t,h£Or1 of Aa1a for t hE Asi a t i c a and SoviEt 

' Ru t31a'a ant1 - capital13t1 &nt1-1mptrl~l1st , ~rtd pro-co~oa ~~ 

pll1loao~b.1 have mtrgtd togt t b l in the m1Dd of the 

h E 1• 1aflutnctd to a dEgrtE tlhA t t ht dtaioc.ra clts , 
I -

aV[ra gE SU1 and . . ...... 
• .. ~ '"f • • ,.~. 

who SEX arc otill 

Tht third , Uro . Rooo t v t lt, io1 dtoplt< tbt popul•rity of . Prroldrat 

Ro.oscvtlt's four frt t doa.s and W1lld.E 1 a "Ont Wo rld, " 'there. 1• Iittl~ 
' 

t altb 1a tbE O'nl ted ll,tlona organlutlon. Por onc t h .ng tb.c '~:><oplc • 

know_ too lit tl t • bout 1 t ~dtra£ Who do ki\OW .. 
Doa 1 t !t~•lt~· mE 
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Tbt 'pEoplE or the dieputcd part • ·'?r t ht worl d 1'tEl tbat 

~ ..t"J • •• 

tbcr b~v! to ch~oa£ b~twt&R tn£ l ccono~c 1mp£r1a11am ot Aotr1ea 

~ t h t id<aloglea l Cum tooa omit 1mptria11am 01' th~ 50V1£t UAioA. · 

Tblo aubJtct of t coJOomie 1mp<ral1am ,.-j'be the hurt -or the \ ._. t ,'! · 
. probltm, but l n a lr:'~'j. .11kE.,1a, w~ch 1a alrt"dT,.., 
·- ·: .,, '"' 4 ·'-"~.! ~"'\e ... ~ ·~~'· •· "'.:~~--- ·~ .-~· ··-"-t:.:.:•... ~~ ~ -~-~~ . 

l nng,(/taough, 1 wUl ROt burdc :rou with m:r vi••• · ·· 
:-· ! ~- .~ ~-

Poo<d with' .. oboic<- 'b the : .-.o worldo, the peoplu . . 
'0t A ala ar £ 1Dol1al:c1 C~am. 'You C&a1 t ... 

t b t 

aad ·. 
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DEmocr~t1o LEague or .. . 
. . 

a all:r ChUIC£ • •• .,. 

. .c 
~., .... 

But i t looko • • if 1•1~oooibl< t o 11brralizt t~••• . . 
rca et1ott.r7 so·~~~cnta , such • • 1a vblaa 4 capit£ 

,f:rorta, tbr.rc:rorc we a r£ drlv-1ng people 1a.to thE: 

OERtral ¥ or jball •• ... 
ana.s ot t;oaaUAlaa • 

• 
ifc: • r &, I bell eve, aouttl1n.g any tr1cnc1 ah1p or adl:Ura t1on tbc ec 

p 'opl£ of tbc ' ••t ever had for u e. 

~ thermomEtE r pl aecd i n a blizz ard~ 
Our atook 1a oinking 11kr 

Coagrca a 1 atupid ourtal~'•' 

' or 0~18 - - tthlob waa trylAg •o a aLva gr aomctbinr of t tl< rrput at1oa 
..;.,J ..-:J;..: 

worar . .. coplc. 
",..... ~ • ., "'·~· .• ,~...... I 

-r. Kooa Evclt. g;-.,c \u -- ba~!Cc rt..:inlj aacSc c a tttra 

do not ~ow our • S..• • ( Frallkly, 1 doa • t know wbat tbq arc: I:Q'I C:lr , 
ahc 1• 

&Ay:orc . j bub KUaa 1a 13 tcl11Dg tb~ what t •ll 1a c co~v~aec4 arc 

our ~1ma. ""'AiD k:l\rw wha t be ••• t r lk1q a uOUC. wh ca h t once ••14., 

tlu Cut.• 
' '!1·. ba pp7 report, io 

J 
.• ~•. • ;-1ltd •OIIftCWb~r C 1 ~I" 
... ~ - - .. .r .'\. .. ... ... 

pr rhap• we arc ju at 
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atep "'l1t"t'ln(.~: 
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: : 
wlth tbE n~:ws. te tallow yeur a~tl"f'ltlt~ clea£17• But rr •• : 

what I haYE btar& 7eu aEon te "' ant et tbc rare ptaplc whe la 

taklns a stnslblt appraaah te the pre"lECae Wh7 can't Mr • . Wallaoc 

•• th£ : r ~'-. ~-
.. 

ar lEaa·"''n wr1ttcn ln "lta 

anol snatahu, atarh~ ea thE a,• 8Ea, nlttm 1a thE 11114Wlc ea 
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aU.pt tt>toliuvu an:rwlt.O:rt . Auat':al1a 1a t aldns io.- • lout t h < 

U.S. e tlll wer ka •n tbc qu•ta •J•t~. •• tbeel wb• want ·t. · · 

s• t e our pr..tsE• l ant bs• t • lena wa1 t . I Wnl part 1cul&rl7 

1mprrs ••• by two ptoplt thtrt -- on1 an attraot1Tt 11ttl< 
baol<c• 

bunob-bakaAn weman an• the etAEr a S£phardio JEwaaa froa SarajcYe 

te wb.em Rdn.ooa l1.at •c·yetc• pagca anil pa.aEa 1n "' Bl aok Lal:llt . ~ . . ...... . 
on4 Gr<:r Paloon" •••orlllinS 

~ 
Rcr .. caut7 , bc:r. aJ.na1rc "Ye10c; ... ·. · · . 

' o~~. an4 sraoc and t aitnt ! or 11Tinco I hope I can s et thcec 

wom<n j obs in tht 8tatra on4 tbtn find an 1aa sro ~ion loopholE 

t • set tb&m-• ut. 

~ baTt juot tounl out that it will br pooallt.lr tor ar to 

•. 

.... ""'" ~ .. ~.~ . 
so t o Palcatin<, ao 'I am am so1ns at th< tftt or t h< wuk .an6 · ·.-t'"'-~·i<ll " -

to s•t thl lew ·-·-.... . ... 
•)"'/lt. • -

into Au otl'ia •. ·....:=• 
hom tbrr~ · to -i.t ncno :.:. wb <rr•: I bopr 

~ ·· . .. ... ·'\. {' ·;· ... . . ... ~, •'-- ... ~ . .. . 
tbr ei tuat1on -- •n• on to Boa<, I want to s<t 

~ . -. ... . . . J' . '~\;· o ; . .. ~- ... -...-;r. ... ~ . :. . ... 
;.· ;<-J!. aM ; .crman7, ;:: t••• ';- • · <'1. ""~·· ..,. ; - ._. .. , .. ,..,. • , , 

-.;..c;;... ,. _.. .... t • "" -r- - ~/' -~ ) ') • ~ ... :r-
• .... - .• , -.,...oJ..._.._~'"!/1' ""'.:'-~~~ .. ·~ I ·-~~' ,; .4:·~ ~' .,..... · .. y : ' 
t.- 4 -t=• ' ' ,.,, ,.' ' "'T' > : .4 ' • ""'' • ~ ~ ~ ... ,o;;a.,· ... ~i~' ... u t · ... ~· .... -~ ... n··· - ~ .. ---;r;...;...·-·~--
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Dear lire . Roosevelt: 

Uany times in the last twenty months I have started 

le tters to you , but never finished or posted thelll. I guess this 

was because I waa afraid you would not find tho£> ou:r!lciontly 

interesti.ng and that what I had to soy you lmew already. I am 

still running that same risk. I eon tell you little that ia 

c heering , evorythi .ng will be in the negative, but I - tool compelled 

t o t ell you bow eiok at heart I &D by the eight of our sick world. 

So rare tod~y are any indica tions of human kindness and love that 

whenever I do see them my eyes f1ll with tears. 

As you may r ecall I wont to China in January 1946 

I went very i ll-prepared for the j ob my knowl edge ot China 

and l te people , top- heavy bureauraoy , bla ck markets and corruption 

v:as next to no thing . 
,._. 

I dldn' t expect to find triO large buildi ngs in 

Shan;;ha i filled with relief v.'Or kere shuttling papers Md s tanding 

in l1ne for their whi skey and beer r ation; _ el1ef wor:tero riding 

<Derrily about in jeeps an<i s taff ce.rs, goaowne and warehouses 

rllled with all kit-' e ot equipme nt that was rot1:1ng away because 

it •:a s being hoarded until t he day UNRRA lett . I d1dn' ~expect 

v:hen I went to the famine area loot s w:uaer to tina onlY two UliRRA 

r.orkers stan~ing by helplesslY withou~ any food or ne d1oal supplies 

.,1\lle people dropped to ~heir death in t~ atroe ts. t!or dld I 

e xpect to find uti illiA ships ~aded t oward the fruo1ne area with a 

cnrgo ot t ar paper 1natend or rood . I did n't expect my reports 

on ~he severity of the ft>_mine aDi the shor~age of supplies to be 

elther dis-oelie ved or ignored by the front office, elther. But 
• all or thiS 16 true there ia much more that I could toll you 

about cond1 tiona ne I """ them trooo Canton to !faro in . 



- 2-
J ust 

!n all tall'neao U!IHXA can no~ be blamed solely/tor 

its lack or !)Uta , as the or lglnal agreo..,nt between UAAAA and 

the Chlneee !;overn..,nt doomed t he th"lng !rom the atart. 

Aa I tol t that ~ey duty to the taxpayoro or the member . 

nations was to make all 1nrcrmat1on aooese1Dle t o correspondents -

not Jus t the ro oy old a, I had a runnlng flght W1 th tho Chlne ee 

National Relief and RehaD111tat1on Adm1nle tra t1on publlo r elations 

otr1ce, a& 1t lnsuted on putting out ator1ee that gloeeed over 

the tru th or Yiere down-r1,g ht lies . 

I wne not partlcul,-rly popular W1 th the U:IRRA admlnle­

tratl on l eaders , especially General Glen E. Edgarton, tho thlrd 

chi e f of mission, who accomplished nothlng eo tar as 1 coul d see. 

He flae there to carry out the u.s. government ' e pollcy l n Chlna. 

No" I have been travelllng t or !lve monthS and etlll 

~ave about three months to ao if I 8Jil to see several countri es 

ln Wrope. I am doing vel'y l lttlo t:l'ltl ng moetl.Y because I f eel 

too 111- lntormed to oct myself up as any klnd of author! ty/ I 

s oen<i a ll of my t 1me dlggl ng for ! note and flguros and tryl"€: to 
to lmow 

lenrn k«W t hs people o ot the countries I visit. tJy stops so ~tJ.r 

have been Hong Kong, Sai gon, Singapore, Penang , Bangkok , Rangoon, 

Calcutta, DarJ eellng, Delhi , Knehmll' , Del111 agaln , .Agra , 

Bomoay , Aden , Sue z., Cnl.ro comee next and then possibl y Greece , 

I tnly , Prance and the United Kl ngd.om. 

Well attar be ing 1n Cl11na, s. ;:; . Aala, Indla and now 

E!>Y!>t and talki ng to peeeanto ot the land; ehopl<eepera , r1okaha ooollea, 

Jour nali s ts and expor t-i,Qportere, atudente , pol1t1o1ana , prime 

m1n1etera, communl eta und reaot1onar1ee , untouchabloa and 

Brnhmlne, women in purdah twtd women on the plat.torm, miner a and 

shepherds, butchers and prleeta , rotugeee and pukka oahlbe , I 



- ~ -
would any t hnt four major impressions oD8rge: 

The first is: tho mcJority or these billion innooitante 

of the countrlss I've vle1ted. are too ignor ant , too worried about 

~here they will get their next bowl or .rice to ooro really about what 

1s happenlJlK in their govemrents or internationally. (For example , 

t he peasant tenant farmer in India ien' t ls the least interested 

or thrill ed by the trc.nsrer or poo-er from Britain. ) But theae 

people must not be die count ed in our calculations as they offer 

a good breedin5; ground 1.r the seeds are sown tha right way. 

1~e second is : despite the ignorance and apathy or 

t he . massea , Asia 1s awakening. The m1C1dle cbss, although it is 

Elllall , 1e trYlnt; tc learn and figure out wny i t doe an' t ba~ a 

be tter stand>rd Of liVirl!; o fh1G group 1e 1nfluenci1ng labor, 

oel1eve it or not . I f this group and the members of tbe vast 

1ll1t Prat e nucbers who are exposed to n political 1~ealo8Y or 

philosophy t !"w t v·111 help t hem e.nd their t'sm1li es are qu ick to 

oe COlli'.! follOVIPr•. Tbus 0 the Japenese theory or Asia tor the 

As1nt1os ~nd Soviet kuss 1n 1 e ant1 - capl tal1at , ant1 -1mper1al1st, 

' nd pro - co'omon man phllosopl\y h- ve merged together in the m1nC1 or 

the average S~<Y end he is influenced tc a degree that tbe 

deoocrnc1ea who &..re still asleep, ean not 1mag1ne. 

The third: despite tho pOpularity or President Roosevelt's 

!'our treedomo und Willk1e 0 s •one :.orld• there is little ta1th in 

the United llattona Organization. For one th1ne; the people know 

t oo lit tle nbout it and tboee who clo knOW are disillusioned. Xou 

Hlent1on UN c.nd they ss.y •Don 1 t l!lLke me lauah• . 

The fourth paint 1e: those who think about other thinge 

thm. next season's crop c..nd the next boWl or rice are firmly 

convinced that a war Detween the Soviet Union aljd the United Statee 
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18 inevito.bl e. Some t hink it is comi~ •'1th1n a yoar, others 

gi v e i t three to rive yoare. 

Almost everyone see<DS t o agree that t,;o contl1cting 

aggreeeive philosophies cannot live together in one v;orld. There 

are many who say America shoul d use tho atoc comb now before i t 

i s too l ate (this come e moe tly from a certai n type of mi ddle-income 

Br1tisher who now bel i eves that ' Hitler was rib)lt'.,_ 

The people or tho di sputed parte of the world reel that 

they have to choose betY~en econocllc lmper1a.l1sm or America 

and t he ideologi cal cum econolllic imper18lise~ or the Sovi et Uni on. 

This subJect of e 11onom1c imper i&l.i em may be the heart of tho problem, 

out 1n a l e tter like t his, >lhi ch is already quito loll8 e nough, 

I will not bw-den you wi t h rJJY v1ewe. 

Fn.ced "'Hh a choice bet•:een the t.., worlds - the peoplee 

or Asia are incl ined to l ean toward communism. You can' t cuch blsme 

them when you knot: the tre a tment they have received at the ho.nde 

of the col onhl imper i s l1sts such as BriteJ.n, France and Holland . 

We are also f'orcill8 theel in to the other CWI>p by our i nsistence in 

suppor ting such r eactionari es us the Chiang Ka1 Shek government i n Cb1na . 

Al t hoU15h I ruD opposed to foreign pa;:ers engineering 

coup d 'eta t e within other countri es, 1 wlsb ~bat 1n come wa;r ~he 

mlddle or the road groupe 1n Chln& ru¥1 India could ge t on top eo 

we coulc. sup!)or t them l!l$ter1ally and morally . State controlled 

capital ism or moderate aoe1al 1am seems to be the only ananr, 

but ~he roes or both s i des seem to be strong, coneequentlr s uch 

groups as t he Chine se Democra t1o League or the Congre as Sool al.let 

Party in Ind i n have a s l im ch<nce . 

But lt looks as 1t 1t 1e 1mpoea1Dle TiO l<!lberall&e tholle 
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reactionary go vernconts , such as in China daaplta General Uarahall'o 

efforts, therefore r:e are driviog people into the aru ot oommunis111. 

'We ere, I belie ve, scuttling nn;y friendship or admiration tihe ee 

people ot t he oast ever lud tor us. Our stock i s sinking l1ke a 

t hermometer placed in a blizzard. Congress' stupid curtailment 

ot USI S - - Yihlch was t rYliE; to s e.lvnge soe>eth1ng or the reputation 

u . .Roosevel t gave us -- hae certainly md.e matters worse. People 

6.o not know our alt:ts . kussla is t elll ll6 theo wha.t ehe 18 convinced 

s re our a i ll)S . Lenin knew what ~ was talking about fihen he once 

a.'lid "·rhe Eas t will help us to success l n the West• .. o:. 

I 
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Dear lira. RooeeTolt 1 

11an7 t1aa 1A the w t hent;r 110nttuo I ban etarted 

lottora to 70u , but DOT_. t1n1ehed or poetad thea. I gueae th111 

wae bonau .. I waa atrald 7011 woul4 not t1Dd thea eutt1o1eM1T 

1ntoreat1.ng and \hat what I bad to eq 7011 kDew alread7. I aa 

atUl running that aaae rial!:. 1 oan tell 7011 little that 1e 

choor1ng, enrrth1.ng wil.l be 111 tho negaUTo, but I tool ooapellod 

to tell 7011 how oioll: at heart l aa b7 the eight or our eick world. 

So rare toda:r are &DT 1nd1oaUona or blau ll:indnua and loTe that 

wbeno-rer I do e oe thoiD 1D7 •1•• till 1111h hare. 

Aa 7011 •AT recall I wont to Ohl.Ae in J anue.rr 111-la 

I went Tort 111-~eparod tor the Job - aT knowledge or Chl.Ae 

and 1 to people, top-haa"7 bureaurac;r, black aarketa and corruptlon 

.,..,. next to nothing . 

I d.idn' t expect to til¥1 ,., large hlllldinga 1D 

Shanghai tilled with relief warkere ehuttling papere and etanding 

in line tor their wh1ake7 61ld beer ration; roller workore riding 

,., merrily about 1.n Jeepa and atart care , goctowna an1 warehouaea 

./ tilled with all kinde or equipment thet waa rotting a wq booeuee 

l 

~ 

1 t wae being boarded until the d.q UIIIIRA lett. I d14n' t expect 

when I went to the taaine area lut • ...,... to tind onl;r two IIIIRIIA 

workere atanlll..ng b7 belploeel7 w11hout aRT rood or 010dical auppl1ee 

while people dropped to their death 1D the etroote. lor did x· 
expect to tind UJiRRA ah1pe beaded toward the t&lline area nth a 

cargo ot tar paper 1Dlltoad at tood. I d1dn1 t expect aT roporte 

on the eenrit;r ot the taaina Nil! the obortage ot ~a~ppl1u to be 

either d.b-boliend or lgnol'ed b7 the tront ott1oo, e1 thor. But , 

all or tbie 1e tl'uo 

about con~Uona •• I ••• thea tree Canton to HarDin. 
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Juat 

ln all t&l.rnue UIIIIR.fo OM DOt be bl. ... 4 eolel.7/tor 

1te laolt or guta, ao the or1g111al. agn••nt beneen UliRRA &D4 

the Ch1De 11 gonrnMnt dooae<l. the tbl.rW tl'O& the ltll't• 

AI I reu that Ill' dut7 111 til. \asp&Jer• or til. .__. 

nat1one waa to a..U all 1Drar .. t1on aooullt>l.e to -.. .. ponunte -

not Juet the roq e1de, 1 bed a naul..ag t1gld: w.Uh til. Ch1nlee 

lla Uonal Rel1et 81111. .Rehab1l1tat.l.on ..,_1n11trat1on publ1o relat1on11 

ortloe, ae 1t 1na1ated on putt1ag oat atar1ea that gloaae<l. onr 

the tralh or were down-r1gM lJ.ee, 

I wae not parUoulc.rlJ popular wllh the IIIIRRA a.s.1nU­

t rat1on londere, eep&o11lll7 General Glen £, Edgarton, tha th1r4 

chief or m11e1on, .mo aoooapl1ebe4 nothing eo far aa I ooal4 aee. 
I 

He was ther e to carr7 out tha U.S. l!J>'t'Vnaent a pol107 1n Chlna. 

Now I haYe been traYelllng tor t1Y. IOODtha ana at.l.ll 

have about throe ~aontha to !'lo 1t I • to e ee ee•eral oountr1 .. 

1n Europe. 1 am doing ver7 little wr1t1ng 1001t]¥ because I feel 

too Ul-1ntormed to aet 1071 elt uP &I aDJ lr:1nd ot au thor1 tJ/ 1 

apend all ot ., tllle d1ggl.rW t or t aote and t1gurea and trJ!ng to 
to know 

/ learn luar the peopl u or the oountr1ea I Y1a1t . .117 etopl 10 tar 

have been Hong long , Saigon, Singapore, Penang , Bangkok, Rangoon, 

Calcutta, Darjeal1ag, Delh1 , lalhall' , Delh1 aglln , A8l'a, 

Boaoq, Aden, Suez, 0111'c oo•• next .n4 Uleft poea1bl7 Greeoe, 

Ita17, France and the Un1tad Ungcloa. 

Well atlltr be1ll! 1n Ohlnll, S.E. A81a, In41a and now 

Egrpt and talking to peaoanta ot the land 1 ahoplr:eepera, r1olr:eha oool1ea, 

Journal1ah an4 export-1aportera , etudenta, pol1t1o1UJI, pr18e 

a1n1a tera , ooaaun1ate on4 reaot1onar1ea, untouchable• and 

Braha1na, women 1n purdah .,., wo- on \he platt4ra, a1DIIre an4 

ahepherde , butohera an4 pr1eata , r etugeea 8114 pulr:lr:a aab1ba, I 
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would eq that tour aaJor 1ap-eell1oM eMrp: 

The tiret is: the aaJor1 t7 ot these bUUon 1nbat11tante 

ot the countries 1 1 '1'8 Yieited are too ignorant, too worried about 

where the7 will get their next bowl ot rioe to oars reall7 about what 

i a happenl.Zig 1n their gOYel'll•nte or 1nternat.1onall7. (For e~le, 

the peaeant tenant tar.r 1n India ian't ie tbe laaet 1nt•eete4 

or thrilled b7 tbe transfer ot power troa Britain.) But tbe .. 

people IIUet · not be d1eoo11Jlte4 1n ow- oaloulatione u thar ottar 

i a good breed1J18 grou.n<l 1r the seeds are eown tha rigl\t wa:r. 

.I 

The eeoo.Dd 1a: deapite the ignorance end apathJ ot 

the maeeee, Ada 1a awakening. fbi aiddle ola.ae, althougtl. it 1a 

email. , 1e tr7~ to learn aD4 t'igure out wh7 it donn' t baft a 

better etandt.rd of' liYi~. • 1'h1s group 1a 1nt'luen61ng l abor, 

belien it or not. It thle group and the aecabere of' the Yaet 

i lliterate numbers who are exposed to a political i dealogr or 

phlloeoph7 t hat will b!!lp thea and their t•1liee are quick to 

be come tollowere. Thue, the .Japanue theorr of Ada tor the 

Aaiatloe ond SoYiet Ruee1a1 s ant1-oapital1et, ant1-1aperial1at, 

end pro-comaon man ph1losophJ haft .. rged together 1n the ain<l of 

t he anrage gur and he 1a int'luenoed to a degree that the 

democr acies who are still asleep, oan not iaagina. 

The third: despite the popular1tr or President RooeeYelt'e 

tour t're edoJU and •1l.lk1e 1 e •one .,.orld" there 1e little t'aith 1n 

tbe United Nations Organl.z.at1on. For one thing the people know 

too little about it and those who dG know are 418Jollueione4. You 

Ill en tlon UN and thq •a:r •non 1 t •• • l81lgh1 • 

The to\11'01 point 1e 1 tboee who tblnk about other th'np 

t h.m next season'• orop and the next bend ot rioe are f'l.ral7 

ooDYinoed that a war between the 8oY1et Union ant the United Bta'-e 



/ 

-, 

-.-
ie inevitable. Some think 1t 1s 0011~ w1th1n a :rear, others 

give 1t tllree to f ive :rears. 

Alllloet everyone eeell8 to agree tha t two oontliot1ng . 

aggreea1ve philosophies onnnot l1Ye t ogether 1n one world. fbere 

are many who ea,y America should uae the atoa Domb no• before it 

1e too late (this comas moatl:r troa a certain t:rpe of middle-income 

Br1t1aher who now believes that 1 H1tlar was right•. __ 

The people of the disputed partl of the world f eel that 

they have to ohooee between eoonoaic 1aper1aliaa ot Alllerioa 

and the idealogical CUll econoii.J.c imperialism or the Soviet Union. 

This eubJe ct of eeonoJD.io !raper iel1sa ma:r be the he art of the problea, 

but in a l e tter like this, Which ie alrea07 quite long enough, 

I will not burden :rou with 111 views. 

raced with a choice bet ween the t 110 110rlde - t he peoples 
'--' 

of Asia are inol1ned w lean toward communism. You can't muoh blaJDe 

them when you know the treatment they have received at the banda 

of the oolou1a l i mper1sl1ete such as Britain , Franca and Holland . 

We are also forcing them 1.nto the other camp b;r our i nsistence 1D 

su9port1ng such reactionaries as the Chiang Ka1 Shek government in Ohina. 

Although I am opposed to foreign powers eng1neerlng 

coup d1etats w1th1n other oountrll!s, I wish that 1D come wq the 

middle or the road groups in Oh1na and India could gut on top so 

we could support them me.ter i all;r and 1110rally. State controlled 

oap1tal1sm or moderate aocialisll seeu to he the ooly answer, 

but the toea or both sides seera to be strong, oonaequentl :r auoh 

groups as _the Chinese Daaocratio League or the Oongresa Soo1aliat 

Part;r 1n I ndia have a alia otance. 

But it l ooks as 1t it is impossible w Uberall&e these 
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roaoUonar7 goYoriUI6nte, euoh ae 1n Chllla duplh o.n .. al llarehall1 e 

errorts, theref ore we are dr1~1nB people 1nto tbe arme ot oo-.unt•• · 

We ore, I b elleTe, eouttllng &nJ tr1eD4ah1p or ad81rat1on the .. 

people or tbe eaot ner bl4 tor ue . Our etock 1e elllklng lllte a 

t borao•eter plaoed 111 a bl1uar4. Consre••' etup14 ourt.U..nt 

o r USIS - - whlob wae tr71.aB to ealTage eoaethlliS ot the reputation 

lolr. Rooae~elt gue ue -- hal oortal.nl7 ada .. t t .. a woru. People 

do not know our a1M. Ruu1a 11 tell !.Jig tbaa what abe 11 OODY1noed 

are our nlma . Lenln kne w what bo wu talklng about when be onoe 

a a14 'The Ea$t wlll help ue to euoc11e 1n tl\e 'tleet ' . 
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Dear Urs. Roosevelt: 

Uany times in the last twentJ' 110ntha 1 han atarte4 

letters · to you, but nevfll' finished or posted thltlll. 1 gueaa this 

was because 1 w&B afraid you would not find them auttioientlJ' 

interesting and that what I bad 1D SIQ' you laJiw alrsai\J'. I u 

stlll runn1~ that eama r1ak. I can tell you little that i8 

cheering, ever7th1ng will be in the negative, but I teal oo~lled 

to tell you how sick at heart I am b7 the sight at our siCk world. 

So rare today are any lndioationa ot human klndneaa ani love tho.t 

whenever I do see them 1111 eyes tlll n tb tears • 

.As you may recall I went to Ohlna in January 1946 

I went very ill-prepared tor the Job -- 1111 knowledge of China 

and 1te people, top-heavy bureauraoy, black 111nrkets and corruption 

r;an next tc nothing. 

I didn't expect to find too large bu1ld1ngs in 

Shanghai fille d with relief workers shuffling papers nnd standing 

in line tor their whiskey md bear ration; r elief workers riding 

merrily about ln jeeps and staff care, godowna and warehouses 

tilled wlth all klnds or equipment that was rotting awq beoausa 

lt was being hoarded until the day UNRR.A lert. I didn't expect 

when I went to the tamlna area lsst SUIIIIIMII' to tlntl only two UNRRA 

workers standing by helplessly without &nJ' food or medical supplies 

while people dropped to their death 1n the utreet8. Nor dld I 

exoeot to find UNRRA ahipa headed toward the famine nrea With a . . 
onrgo Oit tar paper 1natead ot food. I dldn1 t expect 1111 reports 

on the severity ot the fllllline aD1 the shortage of aupplies to be 

either dis-belie ved or ignored by the front office, either. But 

all or thla 1& true - there i8 IIIUoh more that 1, could tell rou 
about conditions Ill 1 aaw thea troa Canton to Harbin. 

I 
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.Ln all tllirneu UliKRA can not be blaaed eolelr/tor 

1t s laok or guts , as the or1g1nal agree•nt between UN!UtA an4 

t he Chl.nese govern•nt doomed. the th1.ng troa the start. 

As I feU that 1111 dutt to the talq)qers ot the ·~ 

n a tion• was to aake all 1nroraat1on aoosss1Dls to oorrseponaents -

not Just the ro117 aide, I l:a~ a nJM~ tight w1 th the Ohinne 

National Relief and RehaDil1tatlon A4ain1etratlon public r elatione 

ottlce, u it 1naisted on putt~ out etor1e s that glo18e4 onr 

the truth or were down-r ight 11se. 

I was not partlcul:.rlr· popular w1 th the WIRRA a4a1nis­

tra tion leaders, eepec1all7 General Glen E. Edgarton, the third 

chle t ot m1u 1on , who aoco•pliehed nothing eo tar ae I could aes. 

He was t her e to carrr out the o.s . goYernment 1e pol1q 1n China. 

Row I ban been travell1ng tor t1ve monl:he nnll. still 

have about three raonthll to ~ 1t I am to see several countries 

1n Europe . I am doing ver1 lit t l.e wri t1ng moe tl,y because I feel 

too 11l-1ntormed to set .,.elt up ae anr ll:1nd ot wthori t7/ I 

spend all ot rrrr t1Die d1gg1.ng tor t aots and t1guree an1 t17ing to 
to know 

learn M1l the peoples ot the countries I vie1t. lol7 etops so tar 

have been Hong Kong, Saigon, Singapore, Penang, Bangkok, Rangoon, 

Calcutta, DarJeel~, Delhi, Xaehll1r, Delhi again, Agra, 

Bomoa;,. , Aden , Suez, OILlro colll8s next and then poes1Dl7 Greece, 

I tal7, Frnnce and the Un1 te 4 J(lngc1oa. 

Well atter bel~ 1n Ohlna, B. E. All1a , India and now 

Egypt and talking t o peasants of the land; ehopltsepers, r1oltsha oooliea, 

J ournal.1etl and export-ia~porhrs, students, polltio1ans, pr1118 

mlniatere, communists an4 reaot1onaries, untouchables and 

Brllhm1ne, women 1n purdah end women on the plattora, alnera and 
> 

shepherds, butchers o.nd priests , retusess en4 pull:lta sahlbe, I 

I 
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woul<! oay tha-t fOIIZ' aaJcr iiiJ)I'e.,.1oauo ,..,.. : 

The tl.ret lei tho a4,jor1 t7 or the eo bUlion inhabitant• 

or the oountrleo I've Yia1tec1 ..-. !Do ignorant, too worried about 

where t be7 wUl get their ne:d boWl or rico to ~· NallJ about what 

ia happen1ng in their gon~nto or internat1onall,-. (For oliUq)lo, 

the peuant tenant r ........ in ID41a 1an1 t itt tho lout int .. oote4 

or thr1llec1 b7 tho tro.nater ot ~r tro• Brita1D.) But tlwao 

people auat not be diaoountod in o1r oalouletiOIUI u the7 otter 

a good breeding ground. 1t tho eoeda are 101111 tba right wq. 

The aeooll4 1a 1 cleapite the 1snc>ranoo aDd ape tilT o( 

the maaeea , Aa1a 11 awaken1~. 'lila lll.ddle olnu, altboush U 1a 

small , 1o try~ to learn an4 figure out wb1 it doellll' t have a 

better atan<l'-l'd ot liV1Jll• Th1a group 1o 1ntluen61ng labol', 

be lieve 1t or not. It this group and tho IOCibore ot the vut 

1lli t ero.te number• who are expoaed to o. pol1t1cel. idealogT~ or 

philosoph)' thnt wlll l'!Jlp thOI all4 their f81111liee are qulolt to 

1:1e come tollowere. 'tnua, the Japanese theor7 of Aela tor the 

Aalatlos nnd Soviet Russia 'a ant1-C<\p1 tal1et 1 ant.i-lmper 1al1at, 

a nd pro-coi!!IIOn milD ph1losoph)' h!lve IIIBrged together in the, lind of 

the aver age gu)' l.llld he 11 influenced to a degree that tba 

demoorociee who are a till asleep, oan not llaglno • 

The third: deep1te the poplllar1t;J ot Preeldent BooMvelt1 a 

tour rreedoma """' 111llk1e 'a •One ·.:orld" there 18 little taltb 1D 

the United llatlone Organl&atlon. For one th1ng tba people know 

'I too little 4bout 1t an4 thoao who do knOll are d1aUlua1oned. 'Xou 

mention Ull and th«7 107 °Don1 t -.lao .. lmgb•. 

the tourlb point 1a 1 tboll llho Ullnk about otbar th1ngo 

thm next eeaoon 1 o crop IID4 Ulo ne:d boWl. ot r 1oe are tu.lT 

convinced th4t a war botwen tlw Bovlet Un1on ell4 till Un1te4 StatH 

' 

.. 
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ie inevitable. So• th1nk 1t 1a 0011~ nth1n o. r e&r, otbera 

give 1t three to five JCIU'W • • 

Alaoet everyorw ••- to -.ree t hat two oontl1oUng 

aggroaalve phlloaophlee cannot live together 1n one world, !here 

nre ~~~ who •111 .Amer loa ehould uae tha a too bOmb now bot ore 1t 

1a too l a l:o (thla oo•a aoatl)' trooo a ·o<rt&1Jl tJpe ot m1ddle-1Dcoooe 

BrltUber who now bel1evu that 0 H1tlar waa rlgbt•. 

fha people ot the dlaputad p&rte ot the world tael that 

ther have to chooae bat•en eooDOI&ic 1111per1ali• ot Allerloa 

and the ldealogloal 01111 eoonoalc 1aptr1A11 .. or the Soviet UDJ.on. 

Th1e subJect ot o•onollllc 1mper1al1aa IIILOJ' be the be&rt ot the Jll'Obl•, 

but ln a letter like thla, .-bleb lo alreai1J quite long ~nougb, 

I wlll not burden JOU wlth WIT v1ewa. 

FMad with a choice bebean the tllo worlds - the peopl .. 

ot Ao1u are 1nclinecl to loon toward oo11111uniao . You onn1 t -mucb. blame 

them nhen you lmcno the treut•nt thq have received at the banda 

of the colonlol 1mper1sliate ouch as Brlto1n, France and Holland. 

We are also forcing th0111 into the other oOJilp by our 1na1atence 1D 

suppor t1ng such reaot1onar1e 1 na the Oh1nng lCn1 She I< goveriUIIItnt 1D OhlDa. 

Although I • oppoaed to torelsn poooera angineerlng 

coup d 1 etata w1th1n other oountrlea, I w1eb that 1n co1111 war the 

m 1ddle or t he road groupe 1n Ohlna alii! India could get on top eo 

we could support thea -tar1all7 and -allJ, &tate controlled 

cap1ta11sm or IIO<lerate aoc1u1• ••- to be the onl7 anawar, 

but the toea or both e1dea .... to be atrong, coneaquantl)' auoh 

groupe aa the Chlnaae D•ooraUo W88\llt or the Oongra .. Soa1al1d 

Partr in Indla hove a alilll chenoa. 

But 1t looka aa 1t 1t 1e 1111poeo1ble to l6beral.1&e Uleea 

\ 
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r eactionary government&, auch as 1n China deap1ta General Marahall'a 

er.rorts, theretore we are dr1v1.Dg people into the arma ot oc==•ntu • 
. 

We are, I believe, acuttllng an7 tr1endah1p or admlra~on theae 

people ot the enst ever h~ tor ua. Our stock 1a a1nk1ng lUte a 

thermometer placed 1n a blizzard. Congreaa' stupid curtailment 

ot USI6 - - whloh waa try~ to salvo.ge aoaethlng ot the reputation 

Hr. Roosevelt gave us - ha s certainly mde matters worse. People 

do not know our a) ms. Ruea1a 1& telling th811l what she 1a como1noed 

are our alms. Lenin knew what !l' was talking about when he once 

enid •The Eas t will help us to auocese 1n the West•. 
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