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Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt lJ‘ -u)_‘\))r .r:;{ *

éﬁm“ ?:g :qmr- West 3 py” \

New York City
Dear Mrs., Roosevelt:

Thank you for sending the radl
from Mr., Ribnikar of Yugoslavia,
better news would be received. This information I
obtained through a dispatch in the New York Times
a day or two after the decision by the emé Court
of Croatia. The lawyers have been requested to take
an lpg!ll to the Supreme Court of Yugoslavia, in an
effort to secure an acquittal.

The prosecutions and deeision in these cases have
almost wrecked my client's urpniﬂtiﬂn in ‘r!.l
I have been requested to go Yugoslavia to
view the lawyers and ufﬁ.anll t.hlr- to see Il:nt
anything, can be done to rmwﬂ:mdaﬂun&l.w
that may have caused this predicament and also to
check on what steps are be taken to preserve their
legal rights under the law of Yugoslavia. I find it
difficult to get a visa. J’k

Ribnikar ltl!ﬂtﬂu tohn“thiﬂw-rmntar
Yugoslavia instruet the Consular General in New York (f.-
to visa my passport so that I might get into Yugo- ,,{‘__!hv-t
slavia. mmmforthiluimrhtntru WY
leaving for Europe on other business about May lst, ﬁ
and desire to know if I will be permitted to enter fJ.‘ l‘{h
Yugoslavia before I leave. ?# ’FN -

v

It 1s exce ly regretted that I am forced to
bother you about matter. I deeply ap late
your interest shown and your efforts in of
justice and righteousness.

With kind regards, I am

It would be appreciated if you would cable Mr f“'

Respectfully,

- A Goriis—

en - N -y . .
% d g ! L l_ = LY
"' = 3 T by SR '.‘\""_"" el il hé:. ?Fﬁ{ﬁwm :-4:1;




Lt e T

* Februry 5, 1947

@

Toar 1re [lilmikors

L

: e contleman cmo to
oo e ind i mnpm'plmtq

cwer thie whele sltnatitn, I 8m
pordin: 1t to you ec thot you moay ©
taky 1t up opd ooo if thcre 18

nnytidne that can be dine as tope
1on, 48 1 d it ore ulout
to Lo oxocu \ "
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v, Viadislas Rivatkr - ¢
Yugoslav Delegation to U.H.'
Bmpire State Bldg,
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Dear ¥rs. Roosevelt:
T e et .
e o S

Alse
e ... herewith are coples fer
Bespectfully,



OF JESOVAH'S WITHESSRS IN YUSOSIAVIA

CONPLAINT

In the fall of the year 1946, seareh and sed~
sure was made of the records of the Wateh Tower
Bible and Tract Society in the Soclety's missiom~
ary besdquarters in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Upon the
arrest of sevanteen matiomals of Yugoslavia, kmown
as Jehovah's witnesses, missiomaries in charge of
the Society's work in Tugeslavia, coples of the re-
ports were confiscated. Because of the reports
written by some of these ministers in charge of the
missionary work in Tugoslavia to the Brocklyn offise,
erininal eharges were made and proecsedings instituted
againgt these seventsen persans.

These missiomaries were charged with being of-
fielals of a false religious sect and refusing te
ecoperate with the "pecple’s antherity.®” They were
eharged with sending "false® reports te the Rransh
office of the Sceiety in Berme, Svitserland, whish
forwarded smeh reports to the intermatiomal head-
quarters in Brooklyn. Because sush perscms adve~
cated God's Kingdom as the enly hope of the werld




and dedicated their lives thereto, they had consei-
entiocus objections to the perforsance of military
service and elaimed exsmption therefrom, as do all
other ministers of religion. Ais a result of thelir
clain for exsmption as ministers of religion in
Tugoslavia, they were also charged with undermining
the efforts of the govermment. Their advesating
the estahlishment of God's Kingdom as the only hope
of the world resulted in their being eharged with
sedition,
The trial of these charges begam on February

3, 1947, secording to a press report appearing ia
the New York Zimes of Fedruary 5, 1947, whish reads
as follows:

*18 SECT LEADERS OF TRIAL
Jehovah's Witnesses Aceused in

Zagreb of *Non-Coopsration'

Special to The New York Times

"BELGRADE, Tugoslavia, Feb. 4=Righteen offisials

of Jehovah's Fitnesses went on trial yusterday in
Zagred, 1t was amnounced today. According to the

indictment, offieials of the "false religious seet”
refused to eooperats with the “pecple’s auvtheritiss.”
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*The grouwp ‘mainteined eontact with intermation-
sl reaction’ by sending ‘false reports’ te the or—
ganizations hesdquarters in Berne, Switserland,
and thence to the internatiomsl headquarters in

Brooklyn, the indictment charged,
*The alleged leader of the group, Amdelph Eale,
was sald to have admitted that the organmisatiom
had been formed clandestinmely in 1936. The ef-
fislals were accused of having told their follow-
ers to avoid comscription and undermine the eof-
forta of the regime and that they should smmit
the coming of the *kingdom of Jehewah.'™
On February 6, 1947 the jndgment of the trial
court in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, was rendered, wheredy
thres of Jehowah's witnesses wers sentenced to death
and eleven others sentenced frem five to fifteen
years in prison. Three were seguitted. This appears
in the news dispateh in the New York Iimss, Febru-
ary 7, 1947, reading as follows:
=3 SECT CHIEPS DOONED
Other Jehovah's Witnesses® Aldes Bemtensed
in Tugeslavia
*BELORADE, Yugeslavia, Peb. 6—7The trial im Ja-




"
greb of seventesn members of the *intermatiomal
sect, Jehovah's Vitnesses,' ended with death sem~
tances for thres, it was announsed today. Elevea

others received sentenses ranging frea five to

fifteen years and three weres aoquitted.

*pcecording to the indictment, lesders of the

group supplisd false infermation te their Burepean

besdquarters in Berne, Switserland, which was
tranmmitted to the intermamtiomal headquarters in

Brooklyn. It was charged further that the growp

had worked against the interest of the State and

ad told its followers to svoid comseription, as
well as work, sines a nev regime, *the kingdom of

Jebovah,' was ecoming.”

Desperate efforts have been made by the Seei-
ety's Brooklyn office and its Bramsh office at Berme
to communicate with friends, relatives and attorneys
of the condemned mem. This bas been without suecess.

It is feared that the juigments of the court
will be exeeuted at once unless some immediate steps
are taken to force the Yugeslavian Gevermment to
disniss the charges. It is realised that it is im-




’.
It is suggested that the member of the Human Eights
Committes from Yugoslavia immediately request the
Federated Hatiomal Republie of Tugoslavia to stay
the exseution of the death sentemces until a mere
complete investigation ean be made. The Yugaslavian
Govermment also ought te be requasted that the
charges should be dismissed upon appeal, that the
convieted persons be granted ammesty, or that the
death sentences should be commuted and the prisea
terms of the other persoms redused.

FACTS
Fudolph Zalle and seventeen other ministers of
the gospel, all of whom are nstionals of Yugoslavia,
have supervised the missionary svangelistie work of
Jehovah's witnesses in Yugoslavia, under the diree-
tion of the Watch Towsr Bible and Tract Scelety, for
many years. This primitive missionary evangelistis
work 1s done by Jehovah's witnssses in prastieally
every nation under the sun. It bas been recogaized
as lasful and perissible in all Buglish-speaking
governments and other governmsnts dedicated to the
preservation of the human rights of their citisens.
Formerly, in all nations deminated by the Axis




powers, the work of Jehovah's witnesses was banned.
It was first made unlawful by the decres of Adelph
Hitler, immediately followimg bis rise to power in
Nas! Germany in 1933, BHe summarily danned Jehovah's
witnesses and confiscated all their property. He
ordered all of Jehovah's witnesses who ecould be
found and who eould be apprehended taken into cms-
tody and confined in comcentration camps. This pre=
cedure was followsd in every country that came under
the domination of the Axis powers. When the Allies
invaded Eurcpe and defeated the Axis powers, Jeho-
vah's vitnesses were liberated from comcentratien
cemps and restored to their former legal statms in
Germany and the other ecountries formerly domimated
by Nasi Gersany. At present the work of Jehovah's
witnesses in Germany has been restored and is being
earried on with approval of the authorities in
Geymany. )

411 such govermments have found it not te be
seditious. Two sample copies of the literature
distributed by Jehovah's witnesses illustrating
the fundamental doetrines presched by them im
Yugoslavia are submitted herewith. They are book-




lets entitled "Be Glad Ye Nations,” and "Prince of
Feace."

The work has been described by the Bupreme
Court of the United States. The Court said that
Jehovah's witnesses “spread thelr interpretations
of the Bibhle and their religious beliefs largely
through the hand @istrilmtion of literature by full

or part time worksrs. They clainm to follow the em=~

ample of Paul, teaching "Publickly, and frem house
to house.' Acots 20120, They take literally the
mandate of ths Beriptures, "Go ys into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every ersature.’
Mark 16115. In doing so they believe that they are
obeying a commandment of God.*

*The hand distributien of religious tracts is
an age-old form of missionmary evangelism—as old as
the history of printing presses . . . It is mere
than preaching; it is mere than distridution of re-
ligious literature. It is = combination of beth.
Its purpose is as evangelieal as the revival meet-
ing. This form of religicus setivity ceeuwples the
sanme high estate under the First Amendment as do
worship in the ehurehes and preaching from the pul-
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pits, It has the same claim to protestion as the
—--u---u-—-u-u—ﬂ-'u-mh.
It alse lms the same claism as the others to the
guarantess of freedom of speech and freedom of the
press.” (Runfesk v. Pssmavivania, 319 V. 8. 103)
In Yugoslavia, as in all eother countries of
the world, the work of Jehovah's witnesses is dome
by natiomals residing within their respective hame-
lands and eountries. Although the work 1s earried
on by such maticmals, it is dome in each comntry
*ymummw
governing body of Jehoveh's witnasses, whish is this
Soeiety. The Wateh Tower Bible and Traset Seelety
1s & mom-profit corporation organised under the
lsws of Pennsylvania, with main offices in Brecklym,
Bew York, for the purpose of preaching the gospel
of God's Kingdom throughout the world and acting as
the legal supervising agemey and geverning body of
the intermatiomal group of missiomary evangelists
known as Jehovah's witnesses. The property losated
in the Bramsh office in Belgrade, Tugoslavia, belengs
to the Watsh Tower BEibhle and Treet Sceiety, the
Ameriean corporation. However, ths mumagemsnt of
sueh property and the Soclety's supervisiom of the




, L
of the werk of Jehovah's witnesses in Iugeslavia is
done by nationals of Yugoslavia. '

When the Yugoslavian Gevermment caplitulated to
ltﬂ-.ﬂ“hmwﬂ““
_l,hxﬂ.“iﬂ_-l_ll
and shortly after, mmted like erimimals} many were
—-nu-:-hm-tnm
All during the war the work was carried on at great
expense to the life, liberty and walfare of Jehovah's
witnesses in Yugoslavia. Since the rise of Narshal
Tito's govermment to power, the treatment of Jeho-
vah's witnesses in the Federated Natiomal Republis
af Tugoslavia has not changed. They have contimmed
to be persecuted for their way of worship of Almighty
God.

From time to time, pleas for bhelp and intervem~
tion have besn made by the Jehowh's witnesses in
Yugoslavia to the imtermatiomal hesdquarters at
Brooklyn, through the Burcpsan Bramch offfes of the
Society, located in Berme, Switserland, Certain
letters and reports deseriding in detail the perse~
cution and experiences of Jehovah's witnesses in
Yugoslavia bave been seat to the Brocklyn headquar-
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ters. These have been ssoompanied with requests
for help to establish freedem of worship for Jehe-
vah's witnesses in Yugoslavis,

It was the above~dsseribed report requssting
help to relive Jehovah's witnesses of thelr plight
of persecution in Yugoslavia that, ameng othar
things, resulted in the above deseribed arreats, tri-
als and convictions of 17 persens. It is respest-
fully submitted that these convictions are contrary
to the "dus precess of law® recoguised by all em~
lightened natioms that purport te guarantes freedom
of worship, as does Iugeslavia.

It would be in the interest of justies and the
maintenance of dignity of Yugoslavia as a eivilised
mation if it would take prespt steps, therefore,
to relieve the injustices suffered by these nem,
end that a stay of exeeution of the death sentances
be granted pending further investigation.

Respeotfully submitted,

e~
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Ha fought the Aght for common man,
Thoe' never one was he;

He did not live beside the rond,
But walked with you and me.

Bome criticisms were untros,
Bome honored not his name,
But when the world scclalmed him

great,
They hung their head in shame;
We h they've learned a lesson
T'h-ytp:ﬂ! last them for all time,
Ard whes o grest man's nt the helm
They'll recognize his kind,

The Great Command is given
And we bow unto His will;
%o more we hear that pleasing volos,
It s forever still,
Mo Sl e iy e
uR, ¥ i
Oh! God mu Hm:;nﬁiw‘
And let him rest.—,
—By Mrs. T. A Cox, Hurdland.
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