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APARTMENT 15-A L
H WABHINGTON BQUARE, WEST
NEW YORK 11, N. Y.

June 7, 1947

Dear Dr. Tobias:

‘rs. Cumnings-John ceme over here laet
January from Freetown, Africa, to try
to get some money in this country for

« Pree school. She has spoken to in-
numerable chureh groups but nobody has
rald her anything, nor has she recelved
eny money toward eetabliching a free
school,

I 2m wondering, ae I do not feel able to
rdviee her, whether you would be willing
o enre her sné tell her what in

opinion, she shculd do if you think there
18 anything that ghould be done in this
count'y. It eeems to me to be largely

a Britiah responsibility bdut it night

vell cleo be a concern of ours.

Very sincerely yours,

¢££¢4,167~hv4__ g
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The “Freetown Society of Young Ladies*

presents the pathetic case that only twe percent of

West African guls go to school.

Please give the Afncan girls a chance by offering
Scholarships, traming teachers, and providing an all-

round education for them,

The Society commends Mrs. Caonstance Awoonor
the first African lady councillor of the City of Freetown
_ Sierra Leone, West Alfrica and Ex-Principal of the

AM.E. Gids Industrial and [,itemr_v School.

CT=5) Mrs. CONSTANCE AWOONOR CUMMINGE-JOHN, o.c P . M.LH, (Lonpes

L.E A. Hazeley A, Songo-Wilson
President Secretary
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Pasig, Rizal
Luson, Fhilippines
22 March 1947

Dear Mrs. Roossvelt,

After sm&-ﬂquﬂﬁlﬁd at the age of 16, I took up
Industrial stry acquiring the degres of A. I. C. ‘ﬁr real ambi-
tion sinoe childhood, however, has been to be a great painter. Sinoce
the School of Fins Arts hare in the Philippihes is not well-developed,
my parents did not agree with me taking this eourse here, but for
financial reasons I can't take it abroad and can only hope that some
day, ciroumstances will be more favorables. Im spite of all the handi-
caps I have had in life, I have receiwed many compliments for my paint-
ings. Professor Ramon Perslta of the Sohool of Fine Arts, said that I
oan paint better than almost all graduates of that sohool.

I was & guerilla when the American foroes landed in the ‘slands.
Our unit was atbachsd to the famed 45rd Infantry Division. In the
gamp, while sketohing the portralt of a G soldisr, the Special Serv-
ice Officer in cur reglment discowvered my talent im this line; so he
ansigned me in the Army rest camp to entertain with my eletohes Ameri-
ean soldisrs coming from the front lines. I have made more than m
thousand portraits of military persomnel in my stmy in the Army.

I wan one of ths three fellows who hoisted the first American
flag in the town of Fasig, capital of the province of Rizal, mur-
ploes when the guerillas recaptured that towm. The flag belonged to
my mother who had kept it courageously for three years of Japaness
ocosoupation. This same flag was dooated by the citizens of Pasig
to the lst Cavalry Division, the first Ameriean treops to resch the
town. The ssme flag mocording to information is the first to.be
hoisted in Tolkyo when the flag coming from Washington failéd to ar=
rive in time.

I oan paint in oil, water color and orayon and pencil. I hawe
painted several historical paintings and woms have besn reproduced as
magasine covers. My specialty is painting portrajts from life and
historioal paintings.

1 have not studied painting in amy Art Schools, mor received amy
art instruotions. Ever sinoe my childhood I have liled to drew and
paint whensver I could. I have been moquainted with a mmber of
Amerioans who suggested my going to the United States where there are
several distinguished Art Schools. But considering the fipancial
side, it will take m long time. I wish wvery much, and I pray, that
some day I oan go abroad to study Fine Arte.

I sm ssnding you this portrait in tolen of our most heartfelt
gratitude to your husband the late FPresident Rooesevelt, who has al-
ways been very dear to the Filipinme pecple,

Sincerely yours,
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