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FRIENDS OFtfORT ONTARIO. 
GUEST- REFUGEES 

108 East 91st Street, New York 28, N. Y. 

A'IWAT!1t·l'QS 

June 29, 1945 J 

llre. Eleanor Rooeevel t 
Hyde Park 
Dutchess County, N. Y. 

Dear llrs. Roosevelt: 

v<~' 
You are invited to Join with a number of 

other prominent citizens participating in the 
attached declaration of policy regardi ng the 
968 refugees confined at The 7ort Ontario 
Refugee Shelter at Oswego, New York. The state­
ment will be used to demonstrate to a not 
unsympathetic administration that public opinion 
will support a rational and humane solution to 
the difficult and tragic problema of these un­
fortunate people. 

Before coming to 7ort Ontario , on 
~ugust 5, 1944, these anti-Nazi refugees from 
many lands were in Italy. They had freedom 
of movement and many were gainfully employed. 
Because Italy was over-crowded, supplies scarce 
and shipping space critical the war effort 
demanded that refugees be dispersed from that 
front. Our government set an example to others 
by bringing this grou1 to America. 

The refugees were t old that they would 
be "guests• of the United States, and that 
they could •reside" at 7ort Ontario. This did 
not mean to them that they would be held as 
virtual prisoners, without even the ri&ht to 
eee America, visit their close relatives or 
work to support and rehabilitate themeelvea. 

They were told that it wae •contempla ted" 
that t hey would return to their homeland& at 
the end or the war. This indefinite and un­
realistic statement h&e made them live under 
the constant rear that they would auddenly be 
returned to the eoene• of their persecution 
and the destruction of ever,ything dear to them, 
and where many still would be in d&nser . 
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0! the origin~l 982 rtf~gltl, IOSI haVO 
already voluntarily lett the United Statea, and 
l oot than 800 desire to ramain here. Tbsae 
people have ektl ls and protaaaiono and want to 
~·· them, b~t . deprived or treedo• ot aotion and 
ability to plan and prepare tor the ~t~ro, tboy 
•~ttor deep tn.at~tlon and aental &nSQiah. 

Horo ia an opportunity to maintain tho 
American tradition• or fair play and generous 
treatment ot the oppreeae4, tor people who are 
alraady in our land and who literally have no 
plaoe elee to go. 

loe. H. ~rt, 
"Bxooutive Director 

•our Executive Director waa. !rom ita inception until 
recently, Director or tho Yort Ontario ~orgoncy Re~gee 
Shelter. He resigned his poeition, attar twenty-two years 
ot government eorvioo , to be tree to aaoiot the preeant 
endeavor. He knowe the re~gaoo, their problema and aa­
piratlone intimately, and 11 joined by leading oitizono 
ot Oswego, New York, in atteoting tbat they are a soleot 
and superior group. 
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RIPilH 
to 

'!bt P'riend.l ot rort. Ontario au .. t-a.~··· 

J~m~ to, 1M.5 

1 - ns. D1r.ctor ot t.bt l'.u.raeccr Retupe SMlt.tr ne:t.,D.~, e.tte~t.h'e Ma7 to, au, to 
!ono t.bo Jlili!JIDII ot fORT OII'UIUO GUI3f.IIIPUODS, 4odi .. t.c~ to tteur~ 
(& , \.he tn~oa ot tba rtt\1,.•• to lln &nd work whtn tbe7 cboo.t in the UI:UWd 

Statu and · 
(b) t..igraticn atatus tor t.bott elifiblt ptreone wbo d.tl1" to reNin bert. fht 

FRrtNDB t.n un&lt erably oppoaK to t.be eotprCJd repatrl&tic:a or t¥Plul1oa ot &n1 U•­

ab1d1ft& n:t\r,Jot (h!cre our oraan.1J;&t1c:a •• t.DDOUDced., DO p.ibllo or prl .. te •r•ney 

or p.raon ot t.port.anee bad dtclan4 in I&YOl" ot theat polloiN) 

2 - Tho A~torney Otntral ot U.. O'nit.d 8t&t.ot who, .,. • ..,., ot fOT01'IIMIIt&l c~t.un~• 

bo t ore the retue••• cue to A.Mrice, had oppoeed rirint t,hq fttt<loa or •tatu1, - re­

s.ianed ... :r. Biddle waa a libtr-.1, and hie attitude to•rd "tuaeea __. t inorable. 

!'he a t.t.itude ot bil eucea1eor b not known. 

S - ~. Suuel Dicktt.oin, ~or U.. c-itt.oo OD x-tvaUoo, 0, 8. l!.cwt or lop:la­

ltn\.aUYu , unouoctd that be •• oppoted. to t.b:e coa.tiD~etat of t.be retup•• at. 7ort 

Ontario and 11dd he would had a fiabt \o ~,.. th• a4aitted. under the ~Uon 

quot.t a . He • ppoin.\Ad & IUb•OoeaittH to inf'tstirate fort. Ontario, but it& hM.rina, 

ech~uled t or June ll, n• poetpooed. to June 26, Mr. Dickstein lat..r Aid that he con·. 

alder~ 1 t. itl.tdvit able to PN•• tor con,reu1onal aot.1oo tor tbt r..ru.eee at th.11 t ime . 

4 - !'he 0•• eeo Cithen. .&d.'f'iaOJ"1 Coadt.tee preaent.ed a .-ori&.l to tbe Preaident &M the 

Ccnvo .. , a tttt U.Ar to tt. llne qua11~111 ot t.bt ntur•••• doplor!nr U.. no~ralnt 

upo·n t heir J'reed011 and urr1ftl that thOit Who an ellf1ble and d&lii"' it bt livt.n iD­

mJ aration stat ue. 'Jhil atattMot, by lta.dina oitiat.n.l ot the onl.T city which know' 

tbo retugeu , h extre:.el,y •lsnit1C&Dt, 

S - Thera no• 1a t&cH ·-~ 1>7 ao~t ollioi&la t.btt t.bt nfllrM• will not bo 

•mt be.ct to luro~ befon J~• &01 u bad bee d.ieo\111~- But. U..re bae 'betD DO an­

nouncement wt\en th•y will be •~t. back, or that t.My will not bt ect at allr &Dd. t.be 

th~eat , and tho anxiety ot the people, etill axiet1. 

6 - The pollcy-•kina tu.nct1on1 ot the 1ar Btl\.lcte Board~ wb1cb. expU.e June &0, were 

tn n• ter l'Od to t.he SecNt.&.r7 or tha Interior. !hie 1t coni146Ncl a tat"onble DOt'l, 

r t•tnc treed .. or pollcT-IIOkiJ>c to t.bt Cllato41al ....,.7 (ft4 -.r a.J.ocotion AUt.bcr1t7 

in U:e Dept. ot Interior). !he Director or tba .&.ut.borit7 aDd tbt S.Creta:r)' ot t.be 

Interior are known t.o be 11'8~t.bet1o . But t.he Departeont ot JueUce 1Ull hal t.be 

latt word on great.er rreedo. in the countr,y or el1fib1l1ty tor LIA1Jr&t1on. 

7 .. O.nt ral O' Dwyer, rtt.irinl Director or the liar Re.tu.,.e Boe.rd, p1bllcl7 &nDOWlCed. that 

t.te re.CU,.te 1hOI.lld. have .,...tar t"rMda., to rleit. their relat.in•, etc. aM lhould. 

not. lie aent. t.clc, at ltu-t UDUl then ... adAquatt pbnn'na accept.abl• to the n fu&'ees. 

8 - n t u.collava t'Olunt&.r11Jr 1&11~ OD lhe Or-lpahola t or It.a17. and. hoee. 

I r; cdtat e otrat«gx 

1 - t o try• •ph., to ,..t the ,.ovtl'ti.IMnt t.o adopt, tJl4 tQG., a ltaYe-ot-a.baence policy 

t o t.be re.t'UI*'• ean ll•• t.D4 worlt llbtH t.bt7 ehoon. 

2 - To tttu·p·t. t o perau..de tbe nn At.tomer General and the Dtpart.ent ot Juat.ice to 
adait Ult r•f\la••• under exs..ts.n. U w1 and prootdv11. Ccncrtulooal aot.loo .Ul 

c.ot. be uraed. Wllue tht toreaoinc effort. fall. 

& - c ..... t.o l oo4 will tor t.bt rotlirM• and • wldo-apnoa4 \lll4ortt&n!Uq or U..1r 

probltst. tiiJ.Jo will bo 4ooe t.broucb U.. preee, ro.41o, .o..,..,iJ&Uone, oto. !b1a u 
where tach iodirld\lal l'rltiDCl ot fort Oota.rio bat.-t.!'U.pee OK be .rteoti',. ... 

oraa.n1zo l ocal co..! ttee• or ulbt the intt~•t &lid aid of pneat. local orp.A1aa­

t.1ona, to or .. t.t t trieiKilT local a t.tlt.udt. Do GaS W'r-ltt 70\U" Oonareaa.t.n, or 

\lri;e con,reuioaal aoUotl, jutt DOW. 



FRWIOS or FORT ONTARIO OU!ST - RBI'UOBES 

1 su.t-nt 
by Tb.e S'pon.ora CoaDittee 

While Americ .. , ere !irbt,. to eetoblloh !roedoo o.>d hWIWI dignHy 
throughout the world, it is scarcely tot. tolerated that Ant1-Nat1 re!Ugee1 should 
bo oonlined against their will at rort Q:\t.ario, 

Thesa !91 !am111ea - 982 persona - •bo came to ua aa •guette• Sn Aucuat, 
194.4, sbould bt; t reated 1.1 sueeta 1ndeed; t.hay abould be allowed to join their 
!amiliee end rolt.t.1vea cr fr1ende in the OditAd Statea, llvo aa rree M.n 1tbere ever 
they desire; and enjoy the dignity ot tree choice and opportunity ot personal r eha.­
b111t&t1on . Their l'lelat1vea, aa well aa private .,.ltare orpnhation b&n ottered to 
J•elieva tho govorn:ent ot the aXpOnaa ot tboir care .00 to sua.rantee thAt none will 
tecome a public charge, 

The Fort Ontario ~tugeee, representing 17 dlttarent nationalitiea, 
sove·rel t"eligious laitba end a:a.n.y buaineuea and protoaaion• end oratta, •ere ce.ro­
l'ully eeleoted by our 11il1tary a.n.d diplomatic ropneentt.Una in Italy. Leading 
cithena ot Oswego, How York, adjacent to tho retu,gea ahel ter, han atteettd to tboir 
cuperior cult.u.ra, ability, Teepoct tor law and triendlineae •• nei,shbora. jll 
~rice knows them e.a reprellentatha ot t.boso who tirat rec:opized and ratu.sad to 
appease, and resi&t.cd tha Ua.z.i terror. 

The imerican people no• ubderat&nd, .rter yeara o! inabilit7 to believo, 
the facta and tooa.ning ot Docheu t.nd Buchenwald, Rei\Jgaea at rort Ontario were in 
thO$G and othor concentnUcn curpa, aaw their homes and bueineu" deatroyed. and 
their l oved ones JLu.rdarad. le o-.;e aucb to tbeaa and their kind, tor their will t.o 
rodst. and tor tbeir ldth in de.mooracy while we were praparinr !or th1 li,ght. 

It 8001111 t o be the accepted policy ot tha Allied a1.11tary leadore, t.ht 
Intergovernmental Coa:m1ttee on r e.t'Ugoee &M ot UNJlR4 tbat, when the tigbtin.r ceuc3, 
no r etugce ahould he compelled to eo 1L1'7 •here against. hiJt will. The United 8ta,tes 
ebould inliot upon thl.a policy, and adhere to it. It would be notb.ine leas tb.e.n 
c.urder to sand political e.nd rollaioua reru,ees •ho have bec.n active 1n the Anti-Had 
underground JDOvement outdde Geruny back to t hAt ccunteyt tz~d this 1a t rue ot u.ny 
ir.dividuala trom .:>thor countriae. 

Fort.ur.-tely1 the problea tor us h nea11r1ble •• coc:pt.red with that ot 
other al l i ed oount r ias - there are relati~ely tew retuaeee who have co.. to the 
Unit.e:d St.atea. In coa:~~on decency, •• ehould accept tteae lew u our napondbUity, 
if there 1a no other placo to which the~ doairo or are ablo to fO, 

Fort.wiately, too, thia nuzarically 1EAll probl• can be eolved withOut chtng­
ing the be61c patter n ot our .selective iaaigrat.iod polleltl. There b aeeuaUlated ill· 
migration quota, WlUitod durina the war, UJ'lder which these retu.geee could be •dm.ltted. 

Therefore, in t.he n&a~e ot bUMnity; 1n tho li&bt ot our tradit.ioo ot ,.a· 
erou.e dd to the downtrodden an-d t-he oppressed; and under our aacud obliption to 
uintdn the r ight ot ind1v-1duol treedOII and. cboic.t, we eol..Uy urrs tba Oovernatent 
ot tho linlt.cd St.f.te1 t() eet ~ exaaple to all tbe world, aa tollowes 

1, Oivt the gveet. rotu.geee at For t. Ont.arlo tbeit' u.ediate .tr.edo. to livo 
a.nd work ""herever t hoy c.booaa 1n the United 8t.att11 and nauUriae, at qu1ckl7 aa 
pooaible, Ula atatua o.t tboat who nol'Ull.y •ould ~ve ba.n olifibl e tor iaa1rraUon . 

2, FaoUitate the repe.trlatioo or eaigrat.ioa to other countriee, ot those 
~1ho deaire it. 

a. Declare u to be tile pol107 ot 1M UDited Stotu \Mt DO 1 .. -.b~ 
political or re.l1,1out r.tu.ee• ehould be repatl-1atec1 or tent t.o another country 
~aainat hie will. 



f'IUEIIDS OF FOR'!' ON'IARIO GUEST - RUUGEES 

Focta About Tho Ratugou at Port Cbtorio 

S91 r etugea tamUiee, inc.ludins Q82 per1ona, arrived at Fort Ontario, 
Oa~Yego , New Iork, en Jugus·t s, 1944. They cue u •sueeta• ot the Onited Statea, by 
Prosidontie.l Order. tha order aeid that it ••• •contecp.lated• t -b.t, after the war, 
they would be r oturn.ed to their bo11el&nda. 

'l'ha refugees are a aolect. and superior group. Tb.oy had been 1n It.aly tor 
months or year a, •1 th tr-eedom ot movee.ent and eJDployment. Some had TiN I to the 
United St..ato3 , others 111'01'10 about to r.cehe the.m, but transportation 111'«1 la.c1d.Jl.i. 
In A:rierica, t.boy havo been contlne:i at Fort Ontario, with l im1ted via1t1ng privileges 
t.o the to'tm or Oswogo1 have not been pel'llittod pill!'ul upl oyaent; and are deniod 
t ho right to apply for legal entry into tho country as the1 could have dono hod they 
not accepted. our hoapitality ae •guesta .• They cannot even visit tboir relativee in 
tho United States . 

'l'h .. expense of IW.nteining the ~•tuaeu at Fort Ontario has boon borne by 
tho government. Rel ativea, frlenda and prltat. agencies b&'fe oltered to care for 
them at no GXpensa to the tax-payera, help thea ttnd joba and guar&ntee tbct none 
..:ou.ld baeomo a public 'char-go. ' 

' 11 tlo.tionalit.teo Mpreaenhd; Yugoslavia S63i Aut~tria 228; Poland l6Zt 
Gc~y 93i Czechoalovakia 42; Rusaia 2Sj Belgium 10; Franca 10; D&ntig 9; Rumania 
9; Eult;a.ria ?'1 Hunge-ry 6 i Turkey 81 Spain Sj Greece 4; I taly l; Efolland li. othor, 11. 

Polit ico (occording to ~Intelligence inveatigotion) Ant1-No•1 democrat. 

Relidou.a. aft111at1oncu Proteate.nt, CatJ1olic, Jewi.sh , Creek: Orthodox. 

Occupat.iono 
Werchanta, etc, 192; accountants, clerkG 45; manufac~ra 271 ~ilora, 

dressoakcra 26; artisans, fabricators 2Sj executive• lSJ j oUrnalists 9; la~ora 
9; benkera 6; butchera 61 phyaiciana 6; artiste 6; teacher s ' ' pharmaciata 4 ; 
stenographers 4; farmora 4 i mudicians &1 da~tists 2; masseuses 2i miniatera 21 
orcbit·octe 21 ~:ochanics 2 1 actors 2; engineer• 2~ photorrapherll 21 ehau!t•ura 2 1 
opticians li total prottasional or skilled perecne (excludlns housewive3 and 
children) 408 . 

Uany havo acquired ne• akilla 1D cabinet-cak1na1 auto &echartica, machine 
e.nd tool cra.fta, dre.s&making, beauty culture, taah1on deaign, uking jewelry and 
decorative articloa, etc, in tho shelter trede achoole eponsored by OR! and the 
lla tional RoJ"UgGe aervice. 

Approximately 200 children have attended Osweao echoole durin( the p&4t. 
eeeaon, lllllnY excellinB in t.heir cle.1111. Every peraon under so1. and .oat. ot tb• 
older oneo, apeel< £ngliab, lloey children apuk £nil1ab bettn than tho nstivo 
tongues ot their parenta. 



Futuro planA 
19 men 1.o the 0, S. A.rw.a toroe1 have parent. at Fort Ontario. 

12.5 tam111ee 1nolud1na 250 persona ht:n apou .. a, p&renta, cb.il.dren or 
other cloee relat1vea 1n the 0. S. 

121 tamlliee or 2.68 per1ona ba.,e ot.ber relat1Tea in the 0. a. 
About ~00 !IJDilloo i.nolud~ approx!matel7 800 poroon4, doeiro to r emi.n 

in the United 8totee1 about SO t011llieo, i.ncludi.ni opproxiute1y 180 poroono, want 
to be rapotriated or to NliVOte to other couatries . ~Ot tho lattor, lS lett t or 
Yugoslavia on Kay 29, 19.5) 

Countrv 

:Cugos lnvi & 

•Condit ion• <will be Ffde ) at fayorabl o 
fO they 04D bg l!!ldt tor tho return of \ht porn~ 
cut.od . But they S.wot erapo tho lltcpOriea or the 
post or d1osi pota by decroo the JfQOI ot hatred 
7bie rlll trke t !JI!e . Soma ot tbio mug M Y be 
'ftUling t o return tor P'tgonal reaaono, but mtpy 
more rrill not b9 willing. It 1a inconceiyablo that 
t -hoy ohould or indeed could bs toNed to do ega1not 
t hGir wilL • 

Sir Herbrl't Emerson, Director 
Into>·go••rncentol Cooadttoo on Re!Uieeo 

IUWIGRATION ST~S 19.2 • 1946 

Quote Total Iaiigration Accw.ula ted 1 nwaber ot Repreaeota· 
Allm!ll S 1/2 yea rs \lAUDed quota tiyeo at f or t Qntftrio 

a•5 490 ~55 ~54 
Germany and Austria 27, &70 7,9H 19,457 ~S7 
Pol and 6 , 524 6 ,000 524 161 
Czec.ho.slovakio. 2 ,81. 1 ,456 l,tta 41 
Ruesia 2,712 1,880 862 19 
Belgium 1,&04 806 49~ l 
Fn.nco s,oes 1 ,991 1,096 l& 
Bul g•r14 100 51 49 4 
HWl&:Ary 869 759 110 5 
Turkey 226 226 7 
Spain 262 979 -727 6 
Greece ro7 &70 -66S 4 
Ital7 5, 802 465 5,S47 l 
Holland S,lSS 685 2, 468 1 
O.nz~g 100 100 8 
Lib;r• 6 
Ruman1• 

24,S95 
...l& 

To tala 6:5.524 SS,S09 981 
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HON. HAD WEN C. FULLER 
Of' W:IW TO.UC 

Ill Ttfl HOO"U 01' kCI"IU:Sa:tn'ATrVA 

Mo~<da~. Jsrn~ 4, lt4$ 

Mr. P(Fl,J,.ER, Mr. Spe_tker. tN $1tua­

Uon of naarly 1,000 wa.r refllUet houstd 

at Port Ontario, N. V. , h.u auracttd • Ide 
att~.nuon In tb t NaUoo. 

1 wW1 t.o lndude In my rtmatt.a a 

memorial to the Pculden~ and lh e C<ln­

ltOP Ol the Un.IU'd StatU eonetmlnt: th• 
trc-edacm o f tht>.te. re fUteu which hu bH-o 

plactd Ia my hand.J. bJ the dUtenl' ~m­

mlttee l.OT tho P'ort OntllriO RdUitt 

Shd~otr, of 01weao. N. Y. 'T'hb &lv-ea the 
hiltory an-d prettnf u uw of the.st 
pcocple. 

tn vie.- Of the ImPOrtance Of the Mat• 

l*r . I btJJeve lhe rn dJnr o f thia mttnO· 
rlaJ b: wonh w'bU• ror t vtry Ne.m.bfr or 

t.he House. 
The mtmorta.l u u rouoon: 

~" to n~:r n.utDhiY ~"' ""-~ COif· 

'-- Q,. nt~ ~:11·rr. nJitu CIOJfC'D:IfiW,.. 

"-"DOW ~ Wu UIVOU6 TUt-.-an.T Ut• 

I lie .Of I'Of.1' Qlo' f .UlO. O.WU.O. • • To 

lu AUI••an IIHt,. Mil rf-1'111-, l>nlfta 01 1' 
EwOoflt'lO ~lrla, "" ~rO'lN!l:U to Olll'._,, 

H . y _ o\6 (~~ftC.. Qt 1he 0111\ft *"'"· ...._.,. 
01 Ul•" PfOplt lla4 boND OD 11M IClteb .OI­

It3t, HUpl llf Uer ft'OIO Hh k.T'I &Cl.,UICitiJ 

JIG""'' •Gil pt_rwc"IIUOO. Durlll. U!tjr )'U.fl 

or 1Ut ll1, _, or Ult •at- orG.io u r bu.m.~~.o. 
1:1014 ~&l lDII 14CU4 ... ,.. )oe.t lq tb­

bOII\Uit-t~O, ~r.a,. MC:Wit)', frl.tOdf.. rot • • 

lhu aDO, t o •oet'lt 1aau~. flm.ur. eoa .. 
M<I;!Jt-OU7, WbUio. C.0 II Um l ttcl ftot.ll), tbo lll· 

t110IIOil li'U HUf Uh4 to COIM to A-rk:&. 

&6ttSJ-utu 

n • .,. ...,. wltb .,....,._ acYl aal.lci,.Uoe. 
N<W u lu&, b&IWI4 tMa IIIJ tlftOI', pio~MC!J· 

U00 K14 llliliCWU7: &ilotM 0C UIHa - tiM• 

4o. ...,. u QWIOfUaa.ur lo IIWI4 IUo &ur-. 

'h-.....,_ t111YO ~ II"" Ill wr 1•11111 
tor alec.~ & 71&1• nwp ta. ... a 140U.U .. 

..cwltJ, o. ,,~, oc l.bt poopao or o.­

...., - Ul.&f h6 .. bMA lble to -'­

aaocleM ptOI'YioO !ot !ood, aiD.tlW, &ad !Dedi• 

~· ean. .\1 ~ '"'*4 oc tbo ''"".. t.,., 
~~ ~- 11tbkJIIbto7 Cr....S,tlwy Ia••• 
~ d -.if bolll to • t oll!CICI ., .. Gil U.o 
lol:lo,. " ~ Oti.L&no, -.1\ll ~rmWIOII to 

bo &~~Mat ,,.,. l:M c..•p ror O<Dtr t-llolu 

pwii:WSI, IIIII wtthoul flU~ t4 Tuit tela· 

U•• or trlt~ M-70114 lotio U&IULt ot UM tit7 

0C 0...... lat1.M4 ~ tbe oppclfiiiAitJ WI 

tua4oo 6 c.. Ill• IIW ~·- ..ad tiMlr 
(JO:aaUJ•. \!My laTI MeG cl•ptl....a of & c.lullle. 

~ WOo-lr; .ol ~J ~A(I.II Ot' 11.1• I!Uil4lllf pllt • 

WIUO &el. tb.b. II" to tM tl« ol & loe&l Uct 
&OUOIIt.l .. , lll.t..npow., llbor~ 0C n1Utt.l 

propoetlala., 
TO bl .,._ ltwt &1J ltflo~IDII\Y ( Oif Ul.IU' 

'"ll&t"'" lllocl boNn nat.lloe t.114 lb.IT Wtrl u 

lbil poRI 0( UIIIIIUU1Jo6a. lb-~ t.lp..a 
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