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FRIENDS OF FORT ONTARIO

GUEST - REFUGEES
108 East 91st Street, New York 28, N. Y.

ATWATER § - 7625

Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt

Hyde Park

Dutchess County, N. Y.

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

June 29, 1945
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You are invited to join with a number of
other prominent citizens participating in the
attached declaration of poliey regarding the
968 refugees confined at The Fort Ontarioc
Refugee Shelter at Oswego, New York. The state-
ment will be used to demonstrate to & not
unsympathetioc administration that public opinion
will support a rational and humane soclution to
the diffioult and tragic problems of these un-

fortunate people.

Before coming to Fort Ontarlo, on
August 5, 1944, these anti-Nazi refugees from

many lands were in Italy.

They had freedom

of movement and many were gainfully employed.
Because Italy was over-crowded, supplies scarce

and shipping space critiecal
demanded that refugees be d

the war effort
iaperaad from that

front. Our government set an example to others

by bringing this group to America.

The refugees were told that they would
be "guesta" of the United States, and that

they could "reside" at Fort Ontarlo.

This did

not mean to them that they would be held as
virtual prisoners, without even the right to
see America, visit their olose relatives or
work to support and rehabilitate themselves.

They were told that it was "contemplated"
that they would return to their homelands at
the end of the war. This indefinite and un-
realistic statement has made them live under
the constant fear that they would suddenly be
returned to the scenes of thelr persecution

and the destruction of eve
and where many still would

ing dear to them,
e in danger.
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Of the original 982 re es, soms have
already voluntarily left the United States, and
less than 800 desire to remain here. Thesas
people have skills and profesaions and want to
use them, but, deprived of freedom of amction and
ability to plan and prepare for the future, they
suffer deep frustration and mental anguish.

Here is an opportunity to maintain the
Amarican traditions of fair play and generous
treatment of the oppressed, for pecple wWho &are
already in our land and who lite have no

place else to go.

We will appreciate it if you will
promptly sign and mail the enclosed card.

Joa, H, Smart,
*Executive Director

*Our Executive Director was, from its inception until
recently, Director of the Fort Ontario Emergency Refugee
Shelter. He resigned his position, after twenty-two years
of government service, to be free to masist the preasent
endeavor, He knows the refugess, their problema and as-
pirations intimately, and is joined by leading citizens
of Oswego, New York, in attesting that they are a select
and superior group.




June 20, 1945
REFORT

to
The Friends of Fort Ontarlo Ouest-Refugees

The Director of the Emergency Refuges Shelter resigned, effective May 20, 1945, to
form the FRIENDS of FORT ONTARIO GUEST-REFUCEES, dedicated to securing

{a} the freedom of the refugess to live end work whers they chocee in the United
States and ]

[b) immigration status for those eligible persona who desire to remain hera. The
FRIENDS are unalterably cpposed to the snforced repatriation or explusion of any law-
abiding refugee (Before our organization was announced, no public or privata sgency
or person of lmportance had declared in faver of these policies)

The Attorney General of the United States who, because of governmental cosmltmenta
befors the refugess came to Americs, had opposed giying them freedca or status, - re-
gigned, Mr. Biddle was a libersl, and his attitude towerd refugees was favorable.
The attitude of hils successor i1s not kmomn.

Hon. Samuel Dickstein, Chairmsn of the Cosmittee on Issigration, U. 8. House of Repro-
sentatives, announced thet he was opposed to the confinement of the refugees at Fort
Ontaric and said he would lead a fight to have them sdmitted under the immigration
quotas. He eppointed & sub-committes to investigate Fort Ontario, but its hearing,
scheduled for June 11, wes postponed to June 25, Mr. Dickatein later paid that ha con-
siders it inedvisable to press for congressicnal action for the refugees at this time.

The Oswego Citizens Advisory Comsittee presented a memorial to the Frosident end the
Congress, attesting to the fine qualities of the refugees, deploring the restraint
upen thelr freedom and urging that these who ere eligible and desire it be given im-
migration status. This statesent, by leading pcitigens of the only clty which knows
the refugees, 1s extresely significant.

Thnere now is taclt agreement by government officlals that the refugess will not be
gent back to Europe befors June 50, aa had been discussed. Bul there bas been po an-
nouncement when they will be sent back, or that they will not be gent &t all; and the
threat, end the anxlety of the pecple, still exista.

The policy-making functiona of the War Refugee Board, which expires June E0, were
tranaferred to tha Secretary of the Interior, This ls considered a faverable move,
giving freedom of policy-making to the Custodial Agency (The War Relocation Authority
in the Dept. of Interlor). The Director of the Authority end the Secratary of the
Interior are known to be sympathetic, But the Depertment of Justice ptill has the
last word en greater freedom in the country or eliglbility for immigration.

Ceneral O'Dwyer, retiring Director of the War Refugee Board, publicly announced that
the refugees should have grester freedem, to vielt their relatives, ate, and should
not be sent back, at lesst until there was adequate planning acceptable to the refugees.

1% Tugoslave voluntarily sailed on the Oripsholm for Italy, and home.

Izpediate stratesy

1 - To try, again, to get the government to adopt, end goon, & leave-of-absence policy
so the refugees can live and work whers they choose.

% - To sttempt to persuade the new Attorney Gemeral and the Departzent of Justice to
sdmit the refugees under existing laws and procedures. Congressional aotion will
net be urged unless the foregoing efforts fadl,

5 - Create goeod will for the refugees and a wide-sprosd understanding of thelr
problems, This will be done through the press, radio, organizaticns, etc. This 1a
where each individual Friend of Fort Ontario Ouest-Refugees can be affective -
organize local committees or enlist the interest and aid of present local crganiza-
tions, to create s friendly local attitude. Do poi write your Congresssan, or
urge cengressional sotion, just now. y




FRIENDS OF FORT ONTARIO OUEST - REFUQEES

A Statement
by The Sponsors Committes

While Americans ere fighting to establish freedom and human dignity
throughout the world, it is scarcely to be tolerated that Anti-Nazi refugees should
be confined against their will at Fort Ontario,

These 551 families - GB2 persons - who came to us as "guesta® in August,
1844, should be trested es guesta indeed; they should be allowed to Join their
families and relatives or friends in the United States, live as free men where ever
they desire; and enjoy the dignity of free cholce and opportunity of personal reha-
bilitaticn. Their relatives, as well as private welfare organization have offered to
relieve the governzent of the expense of thelr care end to guarantee that none will
become a publioc charge.

The Fort Ontaric refugees, representing 17 different naticnalities,
several religious faiths and many businesses and professions end crafts, were care-
fully selected by our militery end diplomatic representatives in Italy. Leading
cltizens of Oewego, New York, adjacent to the refugee shelter, have attested to thelr
supericr culture, ability, respect for law and friendliness as neighbors. All
Auerice knows them as repregentative of those who first recognized and refused to
eppeasa, and resisted the Nazl terror.

The American peocple now ubiderstend, after years of imability to bellevas,
the facts and meaning of Dachau end Buchenwald., Refugees at Fort Ontarloc were in
those eand other concentration camps, saw thelr homes and businesses destroyed and
their loved cnes purdered, We owe much to them and thelr kind, for their will to
roslst and for thelr faith in demcocracy while we were preparing for the fight.

It seems to be the accepted policy of the Allied military leadars, the
Intergovernmental Committes on refugees and of UNRRA that, when the fighting ceases,
no refugee should be compelled to go any where sgainet his will, The United States
should insist upon this policy, and adhers to it. It would be nothing less than
curder to send pelitical and religlous refugees who have been active in the Anti-Nazi
underground movement ocutside Germany back to that country; and this is trus of many
individuals from other countries.

Fortunately, the problem for us is negliglble as compared with that of
cther allied countrles - thers are relatively few refugees who have come to the
United Statea. In common decency, we should mccept these few as our responsibility,
if there is no other place to which they desire or are able to go.

Fortunately, too, this numerically ssall problem can be solved without chang-
ing the basic pattern of our selective immigration policies. Thers is accumulated im-
migraticn quots, unused during the war, under which these refugees could be admitted.

Therefore, in the name of humanity; im the light of our traditiom of gen-
ercus sid to the downtrodden and the cppressed; and under ocur sacred obligation to
zaintain the right of individual freedom and cholce, we solemnly urge the Government
of the United States to set an example to ell the world, as followa:

1, Oive the guest refugees at Fort Ontario thelir immediate freedom to live
&nd work wherever they choose in the United States; and regularize, as quickly as
possible, the status of those who normally would have bean lll!i'bll for immdgration.

2. Facilitate the repatristicn or emigration to other countriea, of those
who desire it.

5. Declare it to be the policy of the United States that nmo law-ablding
political or religlous refuges should be repatriated or sent to ancther country
against his will.



FRIENDS OF FORT ONTARIO GUEST - REFUGEES
Facta About The Refugess at Fort Ontario

291 refugee families, including 882 persons, arrived at Fort Ontario,
Oawego, New York, on August 5, 1944. They came as "guests® of the United States, by
Prasidential Order. The order saild that it was "contemplated® that, after the war,
they would be returned to their homelands.

: The refugees are & select and superlor group. They had been in Italy for
months or years, with freedom of movement and employment. Some had vissa to the
United Statea, others wers about to receive them, but transportation was lacking.

In America, they have been confined at Fort Ontario, with limited wlslting privilegea
to the towm ef Oswegoj have not been permitted gainful employment; and are denlod
the right to apply for legal entry into the country as they could have done had they
not aceopted our hospitality as "guests." They cannot even visit thelr relatives in
the United States.

The expense of maintaining the refugees at Fort Cntario has been borne by
the government. FHelatives, friends and private agenclea have offered to care for
them at no expense to the tax-payers, help them find Jobs and guarantes that none
would become & public charge.

17 Haticnalities represented: TYugoslavia 363; Austria 228; Foland 162;
Germany 65; Cszechoslovakia 42; Russia 28; Belglum 10; France 10; Danzig 9; Rumanis
§; Eulgaris 7; Hungary 8; Turkey 6; Spain 5; Greece 4; Italy 1; Holland 1j other, 11.

Folitics (according to Army Intelligence investigation) Anti-Nazl democrat.
Religloug affiliationa: Frotestant, Catholic, Jewlsh, Oreek Orthodox.

Qzcupationg

Merchanta, etc, 192; accountents, clerks 45; menufacturers 27; tailora,
dressmakers 26; artisans, fabricators 25; executives 185; jJournalists 8; lawyera
8; benkers 6; butchera &; physiclans 6; artists 6; teachers 4; pharmaclsta 4;
stenographera 4; farmers 4; musicians 5; dentists 2; masseuses 2 minlatera 2;
architects 2; mechanics £; actors 2; engineera 2; photographeras 2 chauffeurs 2
opticians 1; total professional or ekilled persona (excluding housewives and
children) 408,

Many have acquired new skills in cabinet-making, suto mechanice, machine
and tool crafte, dressmaking, beauty culture, fashion design, meking jJewelry and
decorgtive articles, etc. in the shelter trade schools sponsored by ORT and the
Hational Refugee service,

Approximately 200 children have attended Oswego schools durding the past
season, meny excelling in their classes. Every person under 20, and most of the
older cnes, speak English. Many children spesk English better than the native
tongues of their parenta.

%



Future plang ‘
19 men in the U. 8. Armed forces have parents at Fort Ontarie,

128 families including 250 persons have spouses, parents, children or
cther cleee relatives in the U, 3.

121 families cr 268 psrsons have other relatives in the U, 8.

About BOO familles including approximately 800 perscns, desire to remsin
in the United States; about 50 families, including epproximately 180 persons, want
to be repatriated or to emlgrate to other countries. (Of the latter, 13 left for
Yugoslavia on May 28, 1845)

- Sir Herbért Emerson, Director
Intergovernmental Committes on H.nru;au

THMIGRATION STATUS 1942 - 1946
Quota Totel Immigration MAcoumulated, Number of Hepresenta-
upused quotas tives at Fort Onterio

Country dopusl 3 1/2 yesrs

Tugoslavia 845 450 B55 Be4
Oermany end Austria 27,870 7,518 19,457 557
Poland 6,624 6,000 524 161
Czechoslovakia 2,874 1,436 1,428 41
Russia 2,718 1,860 852 18
Belgium 1,504 806 ' 468 1
France Z,088 1,991 1,085 18
Bulgaria 100 51 49 4
Hungary BES 158 110 3
Turkey 226 s £28 7
Spain 252 979 -727 5
Oreece BOT 670 -BE3 4
Italy 5,802 465 5,847 1
Holland 5,168 EBS 2,468 1
Danzig 100 100 ' 8
Libya B
Rumenia _la
Totala B5,524 24,805 38,908 a1
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Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 79“’ COMGRESS, FIRST SESSION

War Refugees at Fort Ontario, N. Y.

EXTENSION OF REMARKS
oF

HON. HADWEN C. FULLER
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
Monday, June d, 1945

Mr. FULLER. Mr. Speaker, the situa-
tion of nearly 1,000 war refugess housed
at Port Ontario, N. ¥.. has attracted wide
sitention In the Nalion.

I wizsh to include in my remarks &
mmemorial Lo the President and L(he Con-
aress of the United States concerning the
[reedom of these reflugess which has been
placed In my hands by the citizens’ com-
mittee for the Fort Ontarlo Refuges
Shelter, of Oawego, N. ¥. This gives the
history mnd present stalus of these
pecple,

In view of the Importance of the mat-
wer, I belleve the rending of this memo-
rinl Is worth while for every Member of
the House.

The memorial is as follows:

4 WEMONAL TO THE PRESIDEST WD THE COH-
GLERS OF THE UHITED STATIS CONCERNTNG T8l
FROEDCE OF Wil GEFUSCELS TEMPORARILY Live
NG 4T FONT GRTLNI0, ONWLSO, M. T.

T August 1844, 383 relugess, nalives of 17
Eurcpein sounlries, ware brought to Oewess,
M. ¥. a8 gueals of ths Daltsd States. Many
af thess pecple had been on (e merch mine
U84, escaping ever from Hitler's sdvancing
power apd perescuilon, Durkig thelr jeam
of Akght, moat of Lhe valuss ordinery humes
Bold dear and sacred ware lost to Lthem-—
homeland, possessbons, securily, friends, Fake-
tves snd. In soens ieslencss, femily., Cone
sequenlly, when. o & limited group, the ln-
vitatlon wel sYUended o codns L0 AMETIOL,

LT Rt ]

1L wid se=tad WL shgerress aod anlléipaticn,
How ulL sk, behind them Iy LerTOr, perescl-
Eion aad insscurity; shead of them wes Dres-
dom sid BL opportunily o build life anew,

‘Thina refugess Ba¥e now |lived lo our land
for almeai s yeir. They have s Laplatlve
securily, the friendanip of the peopie of Oa-
wego whom they have besn abls to meet,
modes provislon for food, sheiter, and medi=
cal swre But Instesd of the fresdom lhay
watsghl and of which thay dresmed, Lhey bave
been clmaly hald |n & fented ares om ihe
shors of Laks Oniario, with parmissicn to
B wlweal [rom the camp for only 8-hour
periaia, and wilhoul peromislon 1o viast rela-
fives or frisnds beyond the [mits of the city
of OGewegn. [oslesd of the oppartunity 1o
fustlon @ ew Llde for themselves and thelr
Farpilies, they have been deprived of & chanos
o wirk ol &Ry guinful o s buldlng puar-
waite; and this lest o ihe fece of & Joosl hed
aablonsl war manpowsr shoriage of critical
pruped Lidia,

To ba e, after all srrangements for Lhale
dapartury hed Been made aud they were st
ihe poriod pmbazkalion, thess pacple signed
ststamnants sayicg Lhal they sgreed io resids
it Port Onlerio lee Lhe duraton of the wir
ard iken 0 relurn (o thalr homslands.
Whas, lar so long. one's very [fs has bsen In
eopandy, all the Jome of & documenl
on4 BIGEa $0 gRID BeCUrity 00 Lot mmedistaly
Brcame evidanl, and It doss not ssem Tair to
enforos commitments which ame lRbumens
ind which sre socepied only in = (351,
Succoring thess people, less Lhan 1,000 of
iha distressed millicns of the world, repre-
sants our “token of gosd will 19 all man-
kimd.” Such wes our diatement when we
carefully sslecied Lhem 10 be our guests.
Tha wisdom im Ynabr sal haa
biwn confrmed by our own relstlons wilh
ihani, for we havi lesroed LBEL LE&y afe un-

quesilopably very worihy, Thay are lotsl-
Ugent; the adulbs. |n thelr contects through
lecbures, visits, ste., have provided sn lntel-
Isttual stimiulus o the city af Oewego. The
children and young peopls in our sehools
and college rank Righ, Al are cultured esd
talented; many of the group wers formerly
b and el (5 T ]
musicians of conceri-siags wbility, wreieis,
aclore, wrilerd, ahd mambers of many of e
learned professions, They are law abiding.
Maving so long bean the victims of sutocrecy,
LEeF are imbued with Lhe idea hal democracy
reprassnts the good (s Some ars already
Hghtly bound to this country. Ninsisen have
sOfE in our sremed [ofoes; sldna even have
wives ind many have brothers and alstens
who sre citizena of this Natlon,

Thess Gil, wissly or unwissly, we hawe
brought to our shores. They are Low very
definitely our problem. 'Wae nesd to face If
reallatically, Regardless of what they signed,
Ehay canoof sl go beck to thelr homelinds,
for in sams cosss thess Bave besn destroped,
and approfimately cos-third Bave bean de-
prived of p In tha of thals
origia, 'Wa canpot keep (hem confned lor
ab indefniiely longer parsod, loactive and’
dmaparsts (1o the polnt o some casss of in-
saBily and pubeide) sa Lhey ssa [ife alipping
by with 0o opportunity o makes & place for
themselves and families o an omrushing
worid,

Lass than 1000 o o population of 138~
000,000 will Dot bn any way dulush Lhe eco-
moemde Ide of owr oountry, aod, sioos thay
Eaprassnil q iz aur iy
of them will not In any way sstablish =
precedent of Ia any way complicats exiting
lnwn, As & matber of feel, we could permit
them all %o siay In ihis country withous
eolfller with our Immigralion quotas, [n the
laat 34 yeurs cnly & small perceniags of the
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Unlsss we are to deny ihe very ssssnce of
what we sre Bghling fof pow apd have
wiwayn slood for (life, liberty, snd the purs
WG of happiness), we should give cur gpasets
thelr fresdom. If we do pot do this, our
pledges of world good will Inderd sound
Dk,

At tE# Ume of Lhe srrival of tha refugess,
ihe Wir Relocatlon Authoriibes requested
that & cillsens’ sdylsary codnim|lLed be formed
to Owwege Lo a2l &E & lislson group baiwssn
tha selugess smd tha pecple of Owwego and
ihe obher Bearky
were appolnied from clilzens representlng the
varied busingss, civis, soclal, sducstional, re-
Uglous, snd lebor (eterests snd sctivities of
the city of Oswego. [0 & nonpartlsss in
charsoter, Dok the ndividusl members of
the comeniites and Ehe commities as & whils
bave vislied tha shelier many times during
the past few monihs and have been lo cops
timuouds copteet with suthoriiies s the
ahglLEr,

Oradizally the commilties hes begome oog-
nigant of the diuslion aa deseribed sbove,
pod pow Ande [besll facing & mdch gresisf
responalbility than it anticipated. After long
snd careful condldersiion, the commiiies be-
Ligved LhdEe—

1. The ltustion is differsnt from eoyuhing
antlgipsied by sl concerned o year aga,

1. Action to mesl Lhe BEew slluaLlon la lm-
pErRLIVE.

3, Action sbhowld be taken along Ghe linew
ol the following resclullans.

4. That the scils recommendsd la io fon-
formity with the thinking of the cltisens of
Cowego wiko dbars b lnformation given lo
ihls memorial,

Resolved, Thab—

I. Baoevalsnt and geoerous sa wes the o=
tant of cur Oovernment o providing & shelter
for the BE3 e, ol & of
ihedr fresdom. Fort Onterio has (akss on the
parchological sapect of & prison, Wa [esl Lhe
refugess should be permiited o resids sk
places of their own cholces wilh friends emd
ralalived.  The Llaspayets of 1he cousiry
should b relleved of ine expense of caring

Lo B L

nities. Its

seives snew into ihelr profesics. [n the
chM Of mANY WBo Bave e Lbeirpodustive
Feem uselenaly spant and no seisiy abesd
for thels families, this la an tmpemtive ceed.

1. The refugess who would, sogt fsf Weir
presscl pecullsr ciroumstancss. b slibls
UESET Sus erlibiag dnmigreLn et inoaid
be permilied, should they so deim, o S

coms citimens of the United Stase unisr

szlating riles and regulitions. !

A Thoss wivd Jealrs 40 Feiurn Lo Sl koo,
land or any poruon of the worll should be
Elvan the oppofiunily s sooa & conditios
parmit.

Finally, the commilles balleve Lhat Lhe
problem of thess BE3 refugess now Lirisg st
Port Colero should be condidered waiguoe
sod spart from all other refuges prodlems

quent to ihe p i war, Thep ma-

ebibute olsr country's immediate remnshil-

ity, It is the Nallon's cleas duty, io chanly

and decency, o carry to it logicd mludon
this definite cbligation,

Signed: Ralph W. SBwetman, praldest,

Cewega Stkis Teachers Colleps;

Marry O, Mizsn, lawyer sad pred-

dent of ciilzesns” commiliss [of

Furt  Omtario  refuges ahelter

Marian O Blsckin, szecilive s

ratary, Amarican Red Crom; Danisl

A Willlama, director of Owwega

Couniy Ssving Bank: Jemmiah J.

Davern, paior of Bi Josspes

Roman Cathiolls Church asd mems

bir of Oswege ratiom  Doard)

Chsrles E Elley, supsriniadent

of schools and paat af

United War Fusd; Willlsm T.

Grilie, pastar of Cangrepationsl

Chbisrch and president of Ouwego

Gty Council of Churehes; Charies

F. Wells, professor of English,

Cwwego Stats Teschers' College,

Estall Marchants’ Buresy sod
third viea presldent of Owwego
Chsmber of Commerce, Ing, James
11 Lally, organiet and eholrmaster
af 81, Mary's Church snd sesre-
tary-ireasarer of Oswego Rotary
Club; Harry B, Lasky, presidest,
Clip-0n Manulsciuning Corp. and
general manager, Owwego Habh-
wriand Co, Ine: Charies O, Gold-
siein, chairmas, war price aod
rtlon board, sod past  presi-
dent of Owwegn Chainber of Come
marce, Ino; M. Anns 8. Riey,
member of Owwego Board of Edu-
eatioa, and past president of toe
Board; Mugh ©. Pranklin, directar
of Owwego Chamber of Commarce,
Ing., and & member of sssculive
comeities of Retall Msrchanis’
Buresis; John W, O'Conor, colles-
tor of customs and president of
Botary Club; Jumes M. Sbhazabasn,
pastor of Ot Paul's Roman Cath-
olle Church: A, J. Thampean, vics
president of the United Trides snd
Labor Assembly, members of Os-
wegl adviscdy Comaitles,
Immigration alatus, JMI-48

o | Humber
|52 R

and Becretary of Cwwege Cousty
Behoolmasters’ Club; Robers L.
Alllson, president, Wilsss Hros,
Whaolesals Crocers. Ino. Margaret
Boach, presidest, Oswege Oy
o T "
Edwin M. Welerbury, publaber of
Owwego Falladium-Times sod past
prestdent of the Hew Tork Stats
Publissery Asscelation; Loute H.
Cullls, widow of Congressman F.

E::fms.
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