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July 1, 1947

Mre. Elsancr Rocsevelt
29 Washington Bquare West
New York 11, N. T,

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:
We wish to acknowledge and thank you for ths

additional contributions received in this office
during the past two weeks towards Father Delmer's
Bell.

They are namely, a $5.00 check
{2) 1.00 cash
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Kra, Eleancr Roosavalt

£9 Washington Bquara West

Hew York 11, N. Y.

Daar Mra. Roossvelt:

This will mcknowladgs today's ressipt of §5.00, togsthsr with
regmipts of £5,00 and $15.50 toward Fathar Dalmar's Ball, which
wa ragaived somemtims last wesk,.

Wa thank you for your continusd intarest and will sdviss ms soon
&8 the ball has baan shippsd.

Yours vary truly
LI!II'I CARTLLONS , INC.
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Mra. Elsanor REoosevelt
29 Washingtom Squars Weat
wow York 1l. We Y.

My dear Mrs: Roosevalis

The bell from Mrs. Smith in Weshington has ar-
rived, We are putting it in work for it is not in very
good shaps, When it is ready we will garefully pack and
sbip it, Meantime, we awalt instrustions from Father

Delmer both as %0 shipment and as %o remittance. I
shall adviss you as soon as we hear.

With best wishes, I am,

Sinaserely,

Jas/ tym President
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Mrs. Elssnor Roossvalt
29 Washington aguare West
ll'l"l'lﬂ].l-‘lltm

Ny dear Mrss Rodsevelt;

: I thought that you might like to ses this ploture
of ome of the Cifty-five bells of our fine Tayler carillem for
the Fesse Tower of Rainbow Bridge at Wisgars Falls.

A8 I am sure you kmow as you will ses at the
end of the article, shd om the inseriptien of the largest bell
this great carillom 1s dedicated %o Nr, Churchill asd your late
husaband, ! -

g

¥ha largest ball weighas 18,000 pownds, The sarillon
is the product of our primeipel whe will sast Father Delmar's
ball for Tamganyiks.

Jas/ tyn

i M. .-'I1 ok a
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13 March 147

My dear Mra, Roossvelt;

I hope that you are feeling & little of the
thrill and satisfeaction whish I feel out of this moble
thing you have done.

It sesma to me that I oan almost feal the im
paat of the gratitude of thess far away people you have
80 beantifully befriended.

Gratefully yours,

Mra. Elsanor Roocsevelt
B9 Washington Square West
wew York 11, wew York
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31 March 1947

Mra. Elessnor Roomowelt
20 Washington Squere Weat
waw York ll, "ew York

Iy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

AlL that the good father says in this letter
about ma, of course applisa to you for none of this
would have been possible axeept for your graciouns halp.

Sinceraly youra,

ot B i

JAS/  tym M’ President

Encls;
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Mra, Eleanor Hoossvelt
E¥ wWeshington Square wWest
mew York 1l, 7.Y.

- i‘:-.L,.u,

My dear Mrs, Hoosevelt:

There is enclosed a copy of o letter
whish I regeived todsy from Father Jean Delmer.

a8 you will note, he has sent me a
lettar to you with the request that I forward it.
I am happy to do this. This is o noble thing you
are doing end I know ydu muat be happy about it im-
side yourself.

L

Singersly yours,

Jag/ tym

Enala,




Fatbar Jean Delmer
W« Fo Minalon

—— e e i i & SRl

Tyaruonge
Bukobas FiOa
Tanyany s

Dear Mr. Samith,

This evening your letter (13 Mar,
wyaruonge, now night is on the way, but how
and aleep -- my heart is too heavy with than

1 wiaked to write &t once
to that splendid Madams Roosevelt (I hope you

forward %o her), I am %co deeply o to try now
to express (in my always lahoriou ) my feel of
Joy and gratitude, Yet our wasj 1 start tomorrow

morming for Bukoba, I can't !
a8 little order in my heart] degup
stats of unsattled emotion, c

tomorrow morming ia the "Memento
thoughta will linger
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Maspay 1.00
cr 1.00 1.00 Merrisey 1 i
Nage 2,00 | Grady, R. -~ 1.00 Bhepard 10.00
1,00 Grady, A. «00 Hartzberg 1.
Mylar 1.00 Woolard 1,00 Brown «00
Reid 1.00 Larby 5,00 - Young .
Wilkins 1,00 Prize 5,00 DUiminwell 2,00
Undercoflfer 2.00 5.00 Boearce 1,00 |
Henderson 7.00 Oroeschel 19.00 Ehlen 5,00
Elnlh" 2.00 Apnon. 1.00 U'Ill'hill 2,00 |
Bandke 50.00 Moroney 6,00 burst 2.00
Lape 5.00 Rozernski 1.00 Maclonald 5,00
Howe .50 Work 1.00 BSchrosder  1.00 |
Tunney 2.00 Pappenneimer 1.00 Kern 1.00
Buochard 100 . Luedeke 1.00
Anon . 15 Spingarn 10.00 Waytko 1,00
Cohan 2.00 » «25 Leckie 5.00
Anon. l. 5,00 io 1.00
Farrell 2.00 Lodds 2,00 Pinfleld 1.00
Jones 3.00 on. 1.00 Tigue «00
Emfser 1,00 Bartlie 2.00 MacBhane 5.00
lilggins 1.00 iecAloon 1.00 Breanan 5.00
Wit tel 2,00 Hendricks 1,00 GHoloran 1,00
Sporborg 10.00 HBeabas 5.00 Pake 5,00
&lo 2.00 durphy ,0A 1.00 Graffen 5.00
Morris 100.00 Wie :E!ur 1.00 Moloney 1,00
Pitman 1.00 fix Ex 1,00 Herrman 10,00
Carroll 1.00 Mott l.u0 El.'lt-h,ﬁc i
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Snedley 1.00 uirk 1.00 Kilgan:.on 2,00
Sheridan 2,00 eal 1,00 Fogarty 1,00
Bewell 2.00 Farnum «20 Uorman 2,00
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Kreig 1.00 Walsh 1.00 |Massey 2,00
Boyd 2,00 Epear 1,00 |Morris 1,00
Mur ph§ 1.00 Hoss 25.00Foundation &fr 10,00
Anon. 1.00 dontgomery 1.008atholies for
Jones, Ralph 1.900 2,.000uman Brotierhood
Deck 5.00 Benson 1.00 Rothstein 1.00
Tanguary 1.00 AROn . 1,00 BM:I 1.00
Hunter 1.00 Moody 1.00 ©&pleg 1,00
Williams 2,00 Eane 1.00 Steggert 1.00
Kearney 1.00 Champagne 2,00 Hibschman 5,00
Donald 1.00 Flannery 1.00 Lawy 2.00
Jerry 1.00 #ilson 1.00 Benson 5.00
Callius 1.00 k 1.00 Atkinson 1.00
Duffin 1,00 Klec 2,00 Anon. 1.00
L1338 2%:088 gaish, 2:88 ‘Hontemuro 2,00
Donshue 1.00 Gohirf 5.00 —i
Nerdlinger 10.00 &
Akl 33,30
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1k July 1947.

Mra. Elsanor Roosevelt,
20 Washington Square West,
New York 11, New York.
Dear Mra. Roosevelt:
These are such fine letters I thought
you would like to feel thelir warmth and gratsfulness

and po send them to you.

JA8/ad -

Encl.
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Agnes Alibayagadde

A young girl
radsamad from

dawary by the A Couragecus Child

MERRY AND PLAYFUL, carefree and

kludon,

privileged situation of the young
Gurunga girl is that she represents
a sort of living capital capable of
yielding even by anticipation. [t
sometimes happens that a loyal sub-
ject, desirous of being in favor with
his Negro king, will promise him his
first-born girl as a wife: a promis-
sory gift greatly appreciated by old
polygamists. Or again a wealthy
man will give a cow, a goat or even
cash to a neighbor in financial straits
on the express terms that, in due
time, he shall receive in return such
or such a girl, living or yet to be
born. Actual slavery, of course, is
no longer supposed o exist in
Adrica; but does this kind of a deal
differ much from slavery? The
native girl, however, takes all this
for granted. She wouldn't dream of
choosing her own husband. “Is a
woman her own master 7" she will
say, unconcerned and submissive.

Such customs explain the main
reason  why pagans keep their
daughters away from the mission
school. Here the girls find out that
wimen are not slaves, that they have
rights also, that courts have been set
up to protect them against injustice.
When she has heen baptized, the
Gurunga girl is sometimes obliged
to chonse between the dictates of her
conscience and the will of her pagan
father. Such was the case of Agnes
Alibayagadde.

With the consent of her father,
Agnes had been baptized at the
mission. Regularly she would go to
church to receive the sacraments and
pray for the conversion of her
father, Moukadde, One day, when
she returnéd to the family hut, she
found her father unusually glum and
taciturn. Finally he spoke up

"Daughter,” he asked, "do you
love me ™

"Of course [ do,” was the prompt
reply. “You have always been kind
to me. Moreover the God I now
worship commands me to cherish
my father, to respect him, to obey
him in all that is not contrary to His
hely law."

“Well,” Mounkadde continued
coaxingly, “if you love me truly and
sincerely you must prove it today,
You have but one word to say to
make your father happy ... "

“Father," Agnes said with keen
anticipation in her wvoice, "l am
your daughter; what can 1 do to
make you happy "

With eyes riveted to the ground
ahead of him, the old pagan started
talking faster as though to convince
himsell that he was doing the right
thing. “A distinguished visitor was
in to see me,” he said. “He told me
of the deep affection he feels for
you ; in fact he wants to marry you,
If you will have him, he will put an
end to my poverty. He is a rich
man ; he will give anything I ask to
have you, What answer shall T give
him

Agnes Parrles

Sensing the truth, Agnes squatted
down on the beaten-earth floor of
the hut, facing her father. "And
wha is this young man who wants
to marry me?" she asked with ap-
prehension.

“Benjamin, chief of Kasozi vil-
lage," was the laconic reply.

“But, father, he is not a Cath-
olic,” Agnes remarked with surprise,

Moukadde now looked his daugh-
ter in the eyes and asked pleadingly :



thenr petitions konown o e spirit
When this act of adoration ig aver
the wlwle congregation, still sing-
ing, laves the hut and goes to the
Fanuly altar {which exists in every
willage ). Silence falls while all sit
arouid the altar guictly weditating
Pliews all rize and retarn 1o the lu
Ilie high-priest now pwistens a
sprmnkler and strikes o with s
hand,  aspersing  the  asscmbled
people wlhio are munonuring prayers
to the spirit.  The round sprinkler
which 13 used for this ceremony rep
resents the heavens from which the
high-priest causes blessigs to fall
upon his chents
A pagan “communion” follows,
A generous quantity of sacrificial
beer is brought in.  The bowl is
passed arcund and each drinks in
turn, after which the assembly is
dismissed,  Cuaite  like our “lte
missa est” ] This ends the religious
ceremony  for that day; but the
feasting and the celebration will Jast
part of the night. The mitiated,
now being  possessed by the devil
and having lost their individuality,
know no restraint.  The obscenity
which ensues is but the devil's seal
upi this whole sacrificial parcdy.
O the following evening the
cevemnials  are  taken up  again,
Adter sunset the hymn of adoration
i5 sung and a procession is formed
which goes to the river. The high-
priest leads the way carcying the
sacredl lance; he is followed by the
members of the sect; the one being
initiated brings up the rear. A bowl
of beer is sel on the river bank, and
all profane would-be spectators are
chased away

Name Glven

The catechumen is pushed into
the river, where the high-priest fol-
s B carrying a decorated ladle.
IWpping  this into  the river he
sprinkles water in front and back of
Iimsell then asperges the catechu-
men.  Chne of the senior members of
the sect now takes the neuphyte
aside aml whizpers the secret pass
word,  The latter is then stripped
and smeared all over with magie oil,
Hle is then made to drink some of
this oil with the imprecation: “1f
vou betray the secret, may it split
vour head open!™ In some villages

e e —

the neopliyte is given a pebble and
todd to swallow it with all that he
has seen during the cerenonies.  1E
lie does not keep the secret, the
stone, lie is warned, will split his
stomach open. Needless to say, the
secret i3 pever divulged. Even a
worman wouldn't dare speak of the
initiation ceremonies with her hus-
Landl.

The procession returns to the
domestic altar and a fire is lighted :
the fire of the Spirit-King. The
neophiyte sits nearby and is pre-
seuted to the spirit by the high-
priest with these words: “Husband
of my mother, now bestow a name
upon this newly initiated member,”
After a pause the high-priest gives
the name by which KIRANGA
{the devil) wants the neophyte to
be called, and announces that the
spirit wants a tankard of beer to be
paid the high-priest for his services.
The whaole congregation lets out a
terrifying screech, like the howl of
a dog. When the uproar has sub-
sided, intoxicating powder is mixed
with the beer and the orgy begins
for the night . . .

Confirmation

This “baptism" and giving of a
name is not all; the neophyte is yet
to be “confirmed.” The high-priest
prepares for this last trial by sitting
o a small stool set upon a heap of
sharp thorns carefully covered with
grass. The blissfully ignorant neo-
phyte is invited to sit upon the out-
siretched knees of the high-priest,
who slowly spreads out his legs and
gently lets his unsuspecting disciple
come into contact with the thorns!
If the candidate can stand the pain,
he is deemied worthy of becoming a
member of the sect and is helped to
his feet.  In the meantime his
sponsors join the senior assistants in
singing a sort of obscene and ironi-
cal litany to the neophyte end to
EIRANDA himsell. The former
is mockingly called a young monkey,
and the latter given an obscene
name,  The neophyte is then told:
“To-day you have become a mem-
ber of the sect of . . . . . (this
obscene name)”., This is but an-
other proof of how vile these cere-
monies are which the devil substi-
tutes for the sacraments of God's
Church.

All then smear thomselves wit
streaks of white clay ; the rattles are
shaken and the ceremony ends with
a chant.

As you see, dear Header, the
Latthe is still on between the jowers
of light and the powers of dackness,
between Heaven amd Hell. 'We
know that “the gates of hell shall
not prevail” and that truth  will
triumph in the end.  But God wants
to use us as fstruments of the
trivmpd of His Church; and the re-
ward will be proportioned to our
zeal for the salvation of souls.

In my mission post [ Nyarwonga)
many children of witch-doctors are
now Christians, By their fervor
they are making amends for the mis-
deeds of their forefathers.

I am sending with this article an
authentic photograph of one of our
pagan witch-doctors, and the photo
of his catholic son. The latter, a
former member of the sect of
KIRANGA, is now one of my Mass
servers, He is very pious, and 1
would not be surprised if he asked
to be admitted to the seminary, The
son of a witchdoctor becoming a
priest of the true God: what a
triumph of grace that would bel



FROM THE very beginnng of time
il olevil lias xquhr o deaw to
Dimself lumnage due to the Creator
alone,  Uhased from Heaven with
the other proud angels who sided
with liim, Satan will not accepd ile
feat. Siwce the I« af s throne,
he has not ceased to “kick against
the poad,” ever emleavorning (o turn

men from Lwwl and o estal
kingdom of lus own, a king:
darkmess

In the Uha district of Tanganyvika
Territory, as i Urindi and ch_l.-:'-l'ul_
he s wirtes fowd pagran o
lsi=s tim

wliich strikingly recall 1

ik befweenn Heaven  and

Hell,
the

There can be no doubt ahout
viows  parallelism  between
gan practices and Chris-
tian  litorgy Missionaries  have
given 1t moch thought, [t has not
cscaped the notice of the natives
themsel who sometimes remark

cerlain

“Why should we become Chris-
tians? Our religion is moch  the
same "

The Baha {natives of Uha) be-

lieve in 2 Supreme Being, IMANA,
the Creator amd sovereign Lord of
the the kind Master of
mankind. Many popular sayings re
call one or other of these attributes
of God, Unfortunately no religious
oult 15 remwdered to the Supreme Be-
ing. He is kind and will do you no
harm, so why trouble about Him?
The one to be feared and propitiated
in every way s KIRANGA, the

devil, who can da 20 much harm to

AHIVETEe

Hevil

Thae son of &
wrgarar s Fathar
Delmar's minlan,
Ha v & convert.
blay ha load kis

fathar infn fha fobdl

Mimics

JOHN DELMER. W.F.

miankind, 1t is with Kiramga that
they seck union by a mock baptism
amd communion: the pagan cere-
mony known as the Kubandma

If a native falls seriously ill, il a
mother gives birth to twins [grrrl.l!]'l.'
fenred as omens of bad luck), o
ligltuning strikes a hwt, if any mis-
fortune befalls the household, they
send  for the witch-doctor called
“Myenthanga (he who holds the
secret),” He comes stealthily by
wight and imumediately  leads his
client ta the domestic altar; & clump
of sacred trees near the village.
There he “blesses™ him by sprink-
limg him with water and anointing
his head with a magic ointment.
The spirit mow takes possession of
the person and shouts : “Hoo! Hool
Huo ™. He {or she) is seized with a
At of trembling, passes into p sort
of  hypnotie  state, losing  indivi-
luality,

Nobody will breathe a word of
what has happened once the
Yseance” is over. The initiated one
15 considered “wedded to the spirit™:
“ararongwe,” as the natives say
The person  {whether boy, man,
gitl or woman) is now considered
as a spirit; he iz now "Munyanga-
rike,” and will no longer be called
by his former name. He is given
a special charm to wear around his
neck, just as we give a medal as a
distinguishing sign to our candidates
for baptism. When questioned
about his rank in the sect, he will
answer: I have received the
medal.”  After the second degree of
initintion this first charm will be re-
placed by another, just as the croci-
fix later replaces the medal with our
catechumens. The devil's catechu-
men 15 then called “'Imbubushe,

The word comes [rom a verh mean-
mg “to bow the head” amd is an
allusion to the trial the person has
to undergo soon after, when the
ch-doctor makes a gesture as
though he was about to cut his
client's head off with a knife,
When the mysterious “Hool
Hoo !, mentioned above, is heard
the inhabitants of the village say to
one another: “the spirit-king has
come,” amd assemble around the
sacred Lrees,
Those taking part in the religious
ceremony gather together in a hut.
The chicf-priest then enters with a
sacred lance, painted white on one
sitle and stained black on the other
This lance is believed to be the
home of the spirit which resides on
itz tip. The client to be initiated
takes in hiz hamds the lance, a short
stick am] some leaves of a special
tree amdd sits on o small stool wdth
the “Bishegu” (sort of deacon and
sub-deacon) on either side, their
bodies  streaked with white clay
Those present gather around n a
semi-circle. They earry small painted
rattles : the orchestra for the cere-

maony

A perfect rhythm is struck by the
rattles and a strange hymn of adora-
tion is begun, This is chanted in a
very impressive manner, producing
an  indescribable melancholy and
sending cold shivers down one's
back. Dwring the incantation each
one collects a bit of straw which is
offered, with a bow, to the sacred
lance, This characteristic offering
is the usual sign of complete sub-
mission of a wvassal to his master;
it constitutes therefore a real act of
adoration of the devil. To the clap-
ping of hands they all then make



supernatural character, “God will
reward you a hundredfeld,” 1 prom-
ised. “He will write your names in
His big account book ; not a single
one of you will be lorgotten.” Once
mare work was resumed. Naturally
I had to pay, from my own purse,
for the straw and string that were
necessary to thatch the roof.

One month had sufficed to erect
the chapel. True it is, I had been
obliged to stimulate the zeal of the
workmen now and then either by
distributing tobacco and kola nuts
or by working mysell. This latter
method surprised them immensely;
because, in  Africa, White men
usually supervise the natives but do
not work themselyes,

The "house of God,” 30 ft. by 20,
is neat and well proportioned, 1
made the doors and windows myself
with whatever material 1 coold find
The brick altar was the finishing
touch. For this work the converts
helped me most willingly ; for they
appreciate the Sacrifice of the Mass
which is offered on the altars of our
churches,

Feast Day

But 1 had promised a day of re-
joicing for the blessing of the chapel,
The workmen were looking forward
o it + On the appointed day
Christians and pagans arrived early,
I blessed the church and said Mass,
After the ceremonies I told the con-
gregation how happy | was at hav-
ing celebrated Mass in a chapel
blessed by myself and built under
my personal supervision. T thanked
all those, who through love for God,
had done their hit towards the eree-
tion of the building. I endeavored
to impress upon their minds that
the reward would be more spiritual
than temporal. “When we have
worked generously for God,” 1 as-
sured them, “He always rewards us,
in this life or in life everlasting, for
His memory is most faithful, He will
not forget what you have done here
for Him." Some didn't seem very
much impressed ; they had expected
a more tangible reward! But all
anxiety quickly vanished when I an-
nounced that everything was ready
outside for the feast,

Millet cakes, of which they are so
fond, were passed around, When
musicians struck up popular airs on

A willggs church,

their crude instruments, the whaole
village joined in the rejoicing. 1
even received the wisit of a delega-
tion of the important men of the dis-
trict. After the customary exchange
of greetings, they inspected this new
building which they had heard talk
about, They could not but admire
its neatness and coziness.

But listens to those drums beating |
The men are dancing around in a
frenzy : jumping, shouting, howling.
Plenty of noise and exercise seem
to be the essentials in the native
dances in these parts. After a drink
of native beer, they become still
more hoisterous,

Such was the programme for the
day. Negro with the Negroes, [ had
to eat my share of native food and
taste the beer. Is it a wonder that
I was glad when that day's work
was over! 1 had been obliged to
chaperon the party continually; for,
here as in civilized countries, some
are tempted to tip up the jug too
often. . ..

At five o'clock all gathered around
the chapel, “Friends,” 1 said, I had
promised a day of publie rejoicing ;
I have kept my word, as you can
all testify. You have eaten, danced
and drunk beer. T even shared your
sports, because I am pleased with
you. But don't forget that, if there
is a time for rejoicing, there is also
a time for serious thought now and
then, Life is a serious affair. God
did not create us that we might eat
and dance only, but that we might
do as He commands. If T were to
ask vou what the object of life is,

many of you would be at pains to
say what their aim is and what must
be done to please God and save
their souls, . . . Be it known, you
may easily learn the truth hereafter ;
for you now possess a House of God
in your own village. So you will be
without excuse for ignorance, If the
devil carries you off to Hell at the
end of your life, you won't be able
to accuse God or myself "

Expactatons

An old man then spoke up in the
name of all present. "'Our hearts are
full of joy,” he exclaimed, "we call
God to witness, He is the Father of
all, we know; and a further proof
He has given us to-day. Our chil-
dren have found in you also a real
father = without fear we will let them
come to you to learn the way to
Heaven, We know that you have
the truth. As for us, the old-timers,
our intelligence i3 on the wane: we
cannot grasp the wonderful things
vou teach. But our children will help
us on the way to the truth. Come
and guide us yoursell. Thank you!"

Useless to add that I felt amply
rewarded for the trouble | had taken
to build this chapel. The whole dis-
trict is now interested in my work;
even the pagans consider the build-
ing as “their own." They will no
longer keep their children away
from our school, And when the
children have been won over, the
old-timera themselvea will become
comverts before they leave this
world.
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