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Dear Krs. Roosevelt: 

I apolosize tor not answerina more promptly 
your letter of May 21st . It was because I was in Wash­
ington the latter part of last week. 

There hes been ao.e th1nltinl, principally 1n 

private quarters, with reference to the possi~ility of 
givin& some present relief to Soviet Russia in exchanae 
for their agreement to siva us lat er on so.me raw mater­
ial. However, as far as I know, nothina concrete has 
ever been considered offici ally, nor, as far as I know, 
have there been any discussions with the Russians them­
selves alons this l ine. 

There are , I think, some practical difficul­
ties . While t he amounts of dollar credits we oan vote 
are theoretically unlimited, there is a limit to the 
amount of goods we can produce and export. Whether or 
not ~• could add larae exports to Russia to those we 
are now making to Boc land, trance, e tc. , is, I think, 
a q1.1es t ion. This point, however , has not been ade­
quately s tudied. One of the matters with which I was 
concerned in washinaton was that a careful study be 
made as to relat i onship between foreian cr edits voted 
and avai lable soods . 11 the credi ts aet out of propor­
t i on to the goods, tbe princi pal effect is to put up 
prices. Mr . Bevin complained to me 1n Moscow that wheat 
had doubled in price since the Bri t i sh loan was &bde. 
That, I su~pect , i s due t o the fact that the french and 
others were given credits with which to buy wheat and 
thore was not enouch to co around. 

A political ditti culty is the distrust between 
the two countries and the fear in many quarter• here that 
any economic relief which we &ive to Russia would be 
used by them to build up & military establishment which 
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might later be used against us. 
ingt9e with some of the members 
that feeling very strong . 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
29 Vlashington Square, West, 

New York, N. Y. 

In talking in Wash­
of Congress, I found 
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June 16, 1947 

Dear Urs . Roosevelt : 

I thought you ai&ht be inter­

ested in seeing an advance copy ot the 

address which I ae &MkJng at Northwestern 

on Wednesday, which seeks to clarity our 

nati onal attitude in certain respects 

whero it seems to be unduly aggress i ve 

and imperialisti c . 

(Enclosure) 

Urs. franklin D. Rooaevelt, 
ll9 Ylashin&ton Squar e West, 

Now York, N.Y. 
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ll<>rtJlnot.m 1A:lt•oro1 ~ 
ec-.no-.ot A4..4NN 

to bo 4oll•oro4 
bJ 

JOBI roem !IUU.I8 
at banaton, llliDOlo, on J\mO 18, 1947. 

Tov oro 80l.J!s ovt into o worl4 vhlo'b 1o slOOIIIIJ. Moo 

an O~lJrtS OYOr tb6 ahaablee or a p&lt. vaJ" &Dd1 vbeo tM7 

look up, tb.ey eee onl.T de.rk olou4a. It voul4 not be wrpr1elns 

if eomo of rou regrett.ed leavln& your acadoaio bal.l8. ht I 

eon aeou.re 7ou that you are needed outl14o. 1b.oeo vbo ha•o 

atrussled throu,sh tvo World Wert and tvo atteaapte a.t vorld. })MOO, 

noo4 a roorut tme.nt ot freah visor &04 tai tb. U perU contront.a 

JOU., eo aloo 4oee opportw11V. Ul,at, Af'ter all., to a aoo4 CCII• 

'blDatlon. 

~·· probl.eu oro not ll>a~ble; tboJ oro onlJ l>ar4 

to oolvo. I eha.U apeak: of tho 1ot.omat1onal p:robl.ea, nt. orux 

ot that ia the ottort ot So•1et leadore to 1JIPOIO vtdol.7 t.hotr 

orotom ot sovemunt. 1'boro to no rHaon to bello1'o that tba.t 

orrort ><111 otop ot lte ow oooori. It 1t otopo, 1t v1ll bo 

onlT booovoo .,_tbl.J!s otopo H. 'lll&t •-tbl.J!s >t1l1 'bo ol~r 

rt.ol.ent r.alat&nc•, or a .,n.l roetet.Dco eo eol14 t.Mt to oppoeo 

It vovl4 ortdontl;, bo til tile. C1oar1,J, AMr1oono -t ooo to 1 t 

that thoro too. peaeotul atoppeto. Bov.vor, the UDitK St.tto 

1e in an o.vkvu-4 polition to orpn111 that, beoauee, at tbe 

.,..nt, ol.U' eoth-ea an n.a,.ot. ,., au..p1o1011 1a foUD4 eYtA 

...,.,. o\ICh biotorlo oD4 VD<laro\eDIJJlt l'rl"""' ao tl>o arttioh oD4 

J'nnGh. 



8oY1ot prop86MII&, on4one4 1>7 a r.., -r1oanoo, 

peretatentlJ NT• that w bt.•• ~ en AIIJZ"eH1•e aat1cn; 

th&t ,., u. taldns a4ftlltap or th& --. ot otllen to ._, 

on tbeJa our """ partioul.Ar ft7 of lito. 'll!at pro_..,.. 1t 

ple.ua1bl& be cau.ee ZDOet AMrioa.nD are ~ proud ot t.be1r e-ountr)' 

M4 4o not bJ4o that toollns. Our .. tton 11M -tor 160 1.....,, 
M4 1o otUl ohovlns, that a oooiotJ of tJ'8t4Ga -..a soo4 huit, 

opiritual., 1ntollootual. and material.. It 1o Allerioa•o 1111ique 

pro4uot1Y1tJ VbJob to4q rom.. orr fleatb r.- a1lllone tbro1J61>out 

tho vor14 . 

Beoau.ee our eoo1et, 1e eo pover1\ll e:n4 beeauee 110et ot 

uo bollOYo in 1t oo COO!ploto)J', 1 t 1o oaq tor boot1lo proposanda 

to eprea4 tear tbo.t ve will UM our power to~· otbon. 1'hat 

v-.u. our intlueooo . Hoot or the pooploo or the vorl4 tool too 

vook and l.mpo•orhhod to adopt our OUJI!PlO, 1111ob ao tbo7 ~ a4min 

1 t. I haTe eeen 111 Moaoov, Berlin, Pari1 an4 .Loodon tbe loos l.inee 

of patient, Y00%7 paoplo otan41ns 1n que1>0o to ~t the too4 an4 

olotbin6 vbioh bo.ro)J' ourt1oo to koop lifo SOills• 71>At bao boon 

soins on t or obou.t eight 70art1 thro\ISbout ao.h ot tho vor14. Tho 

Ou=u.lat.1Te "'nlt 11 e. areo.t _., or h~V vh1eh 1e dot, nJ.ah 

unto deClth. To tb•, our oount.r7 eMIIID like a e·to4.1a v..bore 

hoal~ pooplo Plar '""6804, oo.potiti•o &o~e•· That ~ bo tho 

boot var to ol.nolop Jll>7oiquo and 41oo1pllno on4 obarpeD tb.o 

• f ootalt1oo. But tba tlnoot otblotio contooto rlll not ~t o1ck 

pooplo i nto tbo orono. TbeT vont to bo token care ot AN!. 1n their 

pneent 'Qakene4 colldit1on tht7 voul4 rather ba1'e eoee mouure ot 

ototo ooc1o11a thaD our .,..tea ot troo eDto~oo. 
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Since tbat i t eo, a tir1t ]\hall ot our flU.It for peooo 

mwst be to reotore 011r 1110re.l 1nfluenoo. The Unite<!. Stotoo -t 

- 1t olo4r, cliOl' beTon4 a doubt, tllat 1 t bu oo tbo1141ht of 

uo1ns oco,_o or ..U1 torr al.sht to "-" on otllare 1 to J~Ut1oular 

~ of' lite. Unleae vo 4o Mke tbet olee.r1 n U.U not be abJ.. 

to fl..sa:u::e aoral le&dereh.ip 1.n \be vorl4. Rather, ve ahal.l. be 

olwnnod OJld o!az>6•rouolT 1eolato4, 

!'ortuntltolT, tllaro :rald be no 41ff1eultr 1n .-k1l'lfl OlD' 

p~ition clear. OUr eoclet-7 11 a eootett of 41.tte:rence anc1 et 

exporioon~tlon. It enCOUJ"C!.8U 1n41Yiduale to think aM be lloYe 

aa the1t- cin.de, coneo1onco Dn4. oirc\UIIOtanCea 41etate. Jt!l.n1 

Amor1cano haY& deep~ooate4 GOnY1ot1ono1 rol1g1oua ~ eocial. 

But DOne of us, vheth.er ao prlYAto 6f'O\U)I ar 411 aoTol'tl!Mnt, vanta 

to 1Jipoae thoce 'belieta b7 force, 1nt1a14at1on or other eethode 

of tntoleraneo. It voul.4 'be 6 tl..e.grant Tiolation of' our aoet 

eber1ohod tre41t1ona voro t..'>e United Stotoo to t>-7 to eqol other 

nationa to coat ora to our VG:f. We can, .00. I hope ve ah411, c.on· 

ttnue to oot tho oxa.::;tlo of a aood. vtq of U .fo. Vo eholl, I hope, 

continuo to bo 1mbue4 v1 th 6 rtahtooWII tai th «tl4 -a aoneo of ldoe!on 

1n tho world , lie obell, I bopo, uoe onllshtonod JtJd611ent in &PPlT· 

1ng our resources and our roaouroefuloeea to help othore to help 

thoii:.Oelveo. But vbotbor otborG a4opt O\lr particular eco.nomio 

a,-atem iG for thOll treel.T to doo1do. ,.eTer v1ll our etetenL bo o,x ... 

tended by force OZI 4a.roee. 1'bat 11 tbe pool t1Te vill. of tbe 

Amor1e= pooplo &n4 of tho1r SO"t..-nt. On tllat, o.ll t11a I*'Plol 

or the vorld can rel7 utterq. 

Once that to olMr', ve can, wtt.bo\lt fear ot boiqJ aie. 

undorotood, toke loadorohip 1.n -l14atll'lfl vorl4-n4o op1n1oa. 



b t 11 tbe aeoon4 pbaae ot our que1t tor peaoe. I t require• that 

t~ JooroJ. houa be olari~i..t. n>at iowa 1o DOt ~ 1aoua ot 

1Coll0111.10 C~a 4B&l-Dat O&p1ta.11• or 1t.te I001t.J.1a api.Mt 

t'roo enterpriee . It 11 not an tuue ot relat1Ye nat!onal pavor. 

Thoeo ar~ not moral taauee. %be ~ iaeuo 11 U.. tuu. ot tbo 

tree a tate a• apinat tho police etate . 

A polJ.co atate is a .tate vbere a tev vbo cqDtrol tbo 

pol1co povor proc41JD a pattern ot polJtical, eoctal aD4 ~o.oca1o 

lito and then uoo the police povor to perpetuate tt, dotecuns and 

cruah.l.na all vho do not eontorm to their pattern. 

A &eo ata.to u a state vhero tbe pollee paver 1a \ Uied to 

protoet tho right of 1nd.1Tiduala t o think, believe 4.D4 peraua4e 1n 

e.ccorde.nc·e vitb the diotatOa ot tbetr mind and oonaotonco . 

1'he phlloaoph,y ba.ck ot tho pollee etat.o ia materiallstio, 

th$.t men v1ll be JDOre peao.et'Ul e.n4 secure 1/1 lUce dOIZIOat.toatod 

ani.JDL\la, they aro cCLrod. to'l', herded and driTen in accor4anoo vith 

some a~rior human vt+!. 

Back ot tbe ~o state 11 ballot in a God vho endowo 

c.on vi th certain 1nal.1enabla rights vh1cb none oo.n juatl,y tako 

avay e.n4. vb1cb none ehou.l4 vant to ta.ko avar baea\Uio cooperation 

vh! cb a~ta ot d1vora1t7 producea richneaa tor be7ond that ot 

ontorco4 contoradty . 

Tbe Sorlet Union 1e toda,:r a pollee etate. Ita rulere 

boliovo 1n that o:ratoza end tba;r 'bellon that it ohollld pronil 

senere.Us. '!'hoy are ottootin)J. trooelat1118 that bell at Jnto 

renll V . Their aecent action in ~ a4de ODe mor• to the 

nuaber ot E\ll"opea.n OO\Iltrlea v1th polJca ate.to 8QTenaeDt.l. 
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Tbent are nov ten. In other countrin, Scn1.et l ead.ere have sreat 

1n1'1uence thrQil6h labor un1ono tu>4 politicel l"U"tiee tu>4, 1n 

eever a.l or tbeae eo\Dlt.r1ee, t.he.r are oloae to Mins ablo to 

4upJ.icete thei r lllm8orion perlo_,.,., 

The ettorte ot So.-tet lea4ere to epavn 110llco e-tatee 

throtJ6bou.t tbe vorl d vou14, 1! pereht.l i n, lead to rldeapreed 

rlol enoe, oven var. The o1'ervbela1.ne: ~mjori t:r ot lllt.llkind doea 

not vnnt to be eubJected, in perpetu1 ty, to the dictation of a. 

8ll:all m.1nor1 ty. !Ten tho Russian ~ople are not all ha»N obout 

that, ae ehovn by the general.l1 aocepted te.ct thot for every 

mombor of the Coauniat Part,. in ttual!l1a1 there are e.t 1eaet t.Yo 

political pr ieonere. Ruao1on C~et circl ee 41aoretel1 ouesee~ 

tM.t the time haa e~ tor thtlt "vitMring ave.y" ot diot.e.torship 

vh1cb Hnrx forecast. In other oountrtee, vhere· f'reodom has lona 

prava.1led1 1Q.poe1t1on ot the police et&te 11e-tem vould 1n&v1tabl.Y 

load to underground reei etance movemente and long and bloody 

atruasleo . 

b tutur• za.uat not untol:d 1n that va:r. I t ne&d not it, 

vh!l e 1110et or tbo world 1o at1ll tree, tho ieeue ia cl.o.r1tiod. 

rbon thoro v111 de•e1op a vorld opinion atrons onougb to otop u 

progrAm which othorvieo vill be etopp&d by Tiolon<lo. I do not 

doubt that world op1n1o11 can do t bla . Wb7 ellould not 1110ra.l torcoe 

be ao powettul in peace, to preserve peace, as tber are powerful in 

var, to promote Tic.toryt The..r vould be it, 4ur1na Pf"lce, tho 1eeuee 

vore olMr. Aotwll.l)' 1 the 1oauee are U8\Ul.l.l1 kept blurrod 1n tbe 

hope tJut.t that v1ll keep peace . 'Ibu, it io loft for vor itoelf to 

be tha precipitent of 1nta~t10l14l ioouoo . llhon that heppene, tha 

_,_ \ 



I peoploe ot tbo vorl4 Ill""' tbe powr or tbe1r 110ra1 ,l114aiMilt. 

Proudont WUoon, 4fttr tbe bes1Jm1DS of llorl4 liar I, IUl4 Proo14eat 

Rooaevelt 1 a.ttor the ~mlilll ot Vorl4 War II, 414 liU.Ch to 

oc>ruool14Ato on4 marlhqll vorl4 eontiaont to imlure O!>m&ll1'1 4Atoat. . . . 

atatemant thBt "In varf .on.l conei4erat1~ cb Q t..hllee .. tourtha 

ot the game••. But it that moral power vhich v.on the var coul.4 haTe 

been ua&d to pl'eve.nt th' vo.r, Mr.- Wilaon an4 ~. Booaeyelt vould 

have boon great pea.oe Pi'0&1denta. !hat 1e vha.t \f'e 1(Nlt tor tbe 

futuro. We ce.nnot at'tofd tJZJ:f liON great ve.r Pree1~nte . 

I1' vorld opinion 11 brousht into bol.na, 1to qwal1tl' and 

quantity muat be aula evident CLt o. t ime anc1 plo.oe condu.c1 ve to 

peace.. 'l'bat 1a a third jlbaae ot our ;ueat to~ peace . Opinion !fll 

not ottoctho moro~ 1n ~ to"" ot 1noboote indirtdwal up1rat1ona 

tor pao.oa . It muet refl ect a a trans will and a at.o.d.taat purpose. 

Thoro must bo w1111ngnoaa to Accept 41acipl1ne ant eacr1t1ce. 

Meet ot aU, vorl4 op1n1on muat be focused. In tbta reapect, ve 

obould uae the United Natioq. 

iho United Natione vaa neY~t designed meohaniat1callJ 

to koop tho peace. It vas deo1sne4 to proTide CL place whore - . 
Jntorne.ttoncl. ditterencu could bo aired. end where oveey natiou 'e 

1nternnt1onal dote and purpoeea oould be .aubJectod to the prea1ure 

of public op1n1M. Tho Conorol ApOIDl>~ vaa 4oa1sne<\ to bo • 

tovn mDOtl.na o1' tho .. orld. I t 1o t1alo to ..... it 1n reat1M to 

vhAt renllJr mattara. i'hore e.r. a n\llllber ot 1aa\lea vhieh could 

1111J)41.r tr1end.l1 relat1ona amons nat.tone. lobet ot tb• inYolve no 

sroet prino1plo M4 tbo1 could be oOIIIPI'QI1oo4 1n tbe 1nteroat ot 



peace. Thoro oro """" looueo "hiGh iJWolYe pr1M1ploe tbat eanDOt 

bo ooa;prcaJ.oocl. ~ morol ~t of tba vozold. oo\114 be rolled. 

on to make cloor vb1oh thooo pr1no1ploa vera and. tbat uoa\llt on 

thom vollld loacl onlJ' to 41out,r. Tho loouo of tho 'POll co otcto 

voraua 4 tree eooiecy Gannot, I belioYe, be c~aed. On that, 

tho Aeaoml>l,y vo\llcl pronounce . CortoinlJ', if vo 1ntoacl to eottlo 

thAt 1aauo by peacotul proceeeoe, vo ehoul4 g1To tb• A.laezably a 

ohaneo to tallc about it. It ia, 1n te.ct, boina 41aoueoe4 ovor,yvbere 

oleo . Wily oho\lld 1 t not bo dioouuod in tho plooo vhioh wo 

ospoc1allJ designed to ~ke dtacusaion produottvo ot peace? 

Such aro aomo of tho problomo and. aoaa of tho tuko 

\lh1cb lio ahoo.d. Such are eome of tho opportun1 tie a. !boy 

provide a chcllongo to everyone of you. World op1nJ.on, or vhioh 

ve talk and on vblch vo r&l1 ao hodvily, is not tho opinion ot 

t ho tov, but of tbo ~. Eve17ono h:ia a part to p~.. Each 

individual" is tempted to fool tbat hie port1c\llar part 1o ao IIIIIAll 

th<lt 1 t io not worth vhilo. I t oveeyono toela tbat va:J, then thoro 

vill bo no offoctivo vorlcl opinion. It io llko votina for Preeidont. 

So I:AllJ' million votes aro coat tbat 1 t ....,. aoam thot OJ>¥ a1Jl8lo 

vote io not vorth oaatina . llut it 11101\1 tool tbat va:J and. fov voto, 

the vholo :reproeontattvo proooaa oollo.:paoe. It te 1~qp&rat1ve tha.t 

tbo peace procoaa a~.U not collapse. ?l:lat pute a reepona1b1llt.J 

on ~acb one of you. 

·1· 
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Jopar' Pot! Til II' PVJ.~.IIt 

'~"'-~ ,..,y.,._!l 

June 24, 1947 

Dear Yrs. Roosevelt• 

1 b&ve )'OU.r latter of June 21st, Janet 
and I would like very guoh to ca.e up to Byde Park 
sometime. However, it doea not .1eea very pr~ctical 
to work thiS out in tbe near future, For one thin&, 
we are now living at Cold Sprina Harbor, Long Iala.lld, 
which increases considerably t~ distance to Byde 

~ 
Park. For another tb1na, we are 10in1 away tor a 
short time the first ot next weak, On our return, -}I I may take the liberty or 1attin1 in touch with you 

~ 
- again to see it we can •orlt soaetb1ns out. 1 should 

indeed l .ike to baye tbe chance to talk to you, 

l was at dinner laat pight with the 
Austins and mentioned your reference to them. They 
said they would be delighted to come out with us if 
we should go to llyde Park; however, llrs, Austin is 
going up to Vermont for tbe montps or July and 
August . 

1 hope tb&t in rour lnternational Bill 
Rights you can get •treedoa of relision~ and not 

rely "freedom of relilio~ worship• - as per Soviet 
onstitution. We pad qqite a battle about this at. 

Moscow in workins out a prppo1a~ for a German Bill 
of Rights , Finallr the SoTiet Jave in and accepted 
•freedom of relision•, which is also the languace ot 
Potsdam - ntreedom of lpeeoh, press and relision shall 
be permitted, and religious inJtitutions shall be re­
spected•. 

ll.rs • .Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Hyde Park, 

Dutchess County, 
New York. 

.. 
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