


RSN, Fralelle~

January 10, 1947

Dear Mr. Finletter:

The only tihl.rT I can do is
to send your leatter and the ilet of numes
to Mr, Cromyko.

Do you think that that will
halp, or are you afraid it might br
the people concerned, more trouble?
will do nothing until you let me know
how you feel,

VYery rincerely yours,

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERNKTION
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COUDERT BROTHERS
1&. 2 mecTon aTREET
R o w RATHOND B GOODELL
“TRIEDUDET HEW FOAR TAK D el EL
HEW YORK 8 January 13, 1947

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

It is with great reluctance that I am writing to you
to ask your advice and if possible your assistance on the
following tragic matter. :

I have been consulted by Mme. de la Boullliere who
is staying at the moment at the Stanhope Hotel, Fifth Avenue
and Blst Street, New York City. Mme. de la Bouilliere 1s
the daughter of a Philadelphia lady, a Miss Coleman, who
married a Bpanish gentleman, Mr. Carvalho. The Carvalhos
lived at Villandry, Just outside of Tours. I Ilmew the adaughter
who subsequently becams Mme. de la Boullllere in Philadelphia
many years ago, and my wife and I had the pleasure of calling
on Mr. and Mrs. Carvalho at Villandry. Mr. and Mrs. Carvalho
are now dead.

¥me. de la Bouilliere tells me the following story:

Two French persons - one a man and one a4 WOMAN - Were
among those interned at Camp No. 29 located near a place
called Karranganda in Russia. The Frenchman in question, an
engineer, has executed an affidavit, the original of which
is in Mme. de la Bouilliere's possession, and the duplicate of
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which is enclosed with this letter. The Frenchwoman was un-

willing to make an affidavit because of fear of the conse-
quences to certain persons still remaining in the camp with

whom her name would be assoclated.
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As appears from the affidavit, the engineer, M. Bornet,
lived in Russia since 1809, was arrested on July 15, 184l,
and ended up in Camp No. 99 where he remained from July i4,
1942 to September 7, 1846. In this camp were varlous citi-
zens of enemy countries, such as Oermans, Austrians, Hungar-
lans, Finns, Rumanians and Italians. There were also about
elghty Frenchmen, Danes and Norweglans, fifty Jugo-Slavs,
one hundred Poles, Czechs and about sixty Spanish Republicans,
pllots and sailors.

The sallors were in Odessa when the Spanish Civil War
ended. They were held in custody for & while in Odessa and
then were arrested as hostilitlies began between Germany and
Russia. The pilots, who had been sent in 1938 by the Repub-
lican Government of Spain into Russia for training, were
held in Moscow when the Civil War in Spain ended and later
were arrested and moved from prison to prison, ending up even-
tually in Camp No. 99 where, on latest information (December
1, 1946, the date of the affidavit) they presumably still are.
All the rest of the non-enemy nationals were liberated on
September 7, 1848. Only the Bpanish.sruup remains in the
camp.

The case seemed hopeless to me. I consulted Mr. Fernando
de los Rios of the New School for Soclal Research, and al-

though he was deeply interested in the matter, he was unable E :
to suggest 'what could be done. I could not see how our
Etate Department could concern itself with 1t for there is no

direct national interest of the United Btates to which we
could appeal. We tried to think of other avenues and as
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seems to be the case in all of these matters of displaced
persons and the like, we came to the conclusion that there
was one person to whom we could appeal for advice. We came
to this conclusion with the utmost reluctance for we were
aware what the demands upon your time are.

I kmow from reading of the work of the Economic and
Soclal Council how deep your interest is in matters of this
kind and T am wondering whether you would be willing to hear
the facts more directly from Mme. de la Bouilliere who has
talked with the Frenchwoman to whom I have referred above.
Mme. de la Bouilliere will be in this country for three weeks
more, at the end of which time she is leaving for Switzerland
to joln her son, who is 1l1l. If you would be willing to see
her I would be very glad to have her commmicate with you or

to have her call upon you at any time at your convenlence.

Respectfully yours,
6&[44.__ (e E;igziiﬁz:fq

Thomas K. Finletter

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevalt,
Washington Square
New York, New York.
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POUR ETRE PRESENTE A O.N.U,
CONCERNANT LA QUESTION ESPAGNOLE
N'EST PAS DESTINE A LA PUBLICITE.

Je scussigné, Francieque Bornet, citoyen frangais, né & Lyon le
20-5-1887, de profession Ingénlieur,

Jihabitais en Bussie depuls 1909 ol Jj'al toujours oc des
postes de granie responsabilité ,comme Ingeénieur en Chef ou Directeur
Technique dans la partie four & coke et usines chimigques,

Je ddolare avolr €té arrété et internd lnl,:Fiuiitis sovie-
tigues comme ressortiesant frangale le 15 ) et 1941, & Bwerdlowsk,
au début des hostilités entre l'Allemagne et 1'U,R.B.8,

Jiai été envoyd en wagon cellulaire au camp de Novosibirsk, Le
% Juillet 1942, Je fus transgorte au lb.;g.pril de Karaganda
lgiglkhntln du Je sule reste du 14 ;u;l!ut 1942 jusqu'au 7 septembre

Dans ce oamp se trouvaient internés des citoyens de puissances
annemies tels que : Allemands, Autrichiens, Hongrols, Finlandale,
Roumains, Italiens,

8!y trouvalent également internds des ressortissants des puissances
non belligérantes : Environ 80 Frangals, quelques Danpls et Norvéglens,
50 Yougoslaves, 100 Polonaie, des Tohdquee et un groupe de 60 Espagnols
républicaine, pilotes et marins,

Les u.ri? qul se trouvalent enporte & Odeesa, eurent leurs
bateaux bloquée par lea Russes ag lnllntrgﬁ la guerre en s .
nait fin, Depuis lors, ils vivaient en reeldence forcée a 888
jusquiau jour ot ile furent arrétés & la sulte des hostilités entre
1'Allemagne et 1'U,R,B.8,

Quant aux pilotes qui furent envoyés en 1938 par leur Gouvernement
en U,R,8,8, pour y suivre des cours d'aviation, la fin de leurs o
coineidant avec la fin de la guerre oivile en Espagne, ils demanderent
leur viea de sortie pour le Mexique ou autre paps,

En attendant 1'cbtention de ce viea, ile vivaient dane une malson
de repos prés de Moscou ol ils furent arrétés & mlme date que les marine,

fransportds de prison en prison, 11s dohousrent au camp No.99 ol
ils eont encore actusllement,

Le Docteur J Bote qui €talt venu d'Es & la t8te d'un groupe
d'enfants sinietrés dont il e'occoupalt avec un dévouement sans parelil,
fut également arrétd et se trouve dane le méme ocamp,

Tous }u Espagnols sont arrivés au oalp trde affaiblie: les pllotes
par leurs étapes successives dans les prisons; les marins par le camp




préventif de Iscoutti ol la mortalitd dtait trds grande,

Dans les rdgions dédsertiques du nus-m ot est situd le camp
de Karaganda, devit également un climat trés rude, Par les vielents
our 8 de neige qui en une nuit ensevelirent les baraques, on est
obligé de creuser des tunnels pour en sortir et les hommes £ 8 de
ge rendrs & leur travall doivent s'entrattacher pour ne pas se perdre
dane la tourmente,

Le régime du u?; étalt le méme pour tous - travail obligatoire
et discipline trés sévdre,

Au moment de ma libération, le 7 septembre 1;’16 l&tl internés
appartenant aux nations non belligérantes furent ibérds, Beul, le
groupe eepagnol est reste au camp No,99.

Ces hommes !rzm- en toute confiance dane un pays aml pour apperter
leur jeuns force & la cauee commune, slexpliquent pas le malentendu
qui & pu provoquer cette longue et pénible tention,

0i-jotnt une liste des nome dea Espagnole don§ Je me spuviens,

() Francisque Bornet
Hotel Mont Joll

8, rue Framentin
Paris

Passeport Ne, 317 adlivrd & Moscou le 16-IX-1946 par l'Ambassade de
France & Moscou

Paris le 1-XII-19U46
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«5’! .ete des noms:

Pllotes

Miguel Velazco

Bondia Garcia

Jose Romero Carreira (Orense)
Joese Calvo (Valencia)
Marquez

Quintin

Jose Garcla

Marian

Puch (Madrid)

Alliego

Ramel

Pone (Madrid)

Arturo Prieto (Madrid)
Salud

Montecano (Barcelona)
Paul Villanueva (Madrid)
Pastor

Pedrin

Tomes

Marins

Augustin Lionas

Santa Maria Garcia
Juan Gomez

Candido Ruiz (Andalousie)
Ruiz (Andalousie)
Casanueva

Castaneda

Castaneda

Troche

Trigo

Serrano

Rodriguez

Davila

Jurado

Pedro Ernesto (Gallego)
Juan Leira (Gallego)
Gonzalez

Colombina

Pedro Llompar (Barcelona)
Secondina

Dr, Juan Bote (Catalan)
Dies
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