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November 5, 1947

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A

29 Washington Square West
New York 11, H. Y.

Dear Mre, Hoosevelt:

Thank you for your kindness in n?].yug to my letter. You
are quite right in saying that Tom Btokes' statement 1s a

rather than a factual report on the Marshall Plan whioh is not yet

in operation. But len't that also true of the PCA statement? The
important point 1gs that vigllance and warnings are appropriate in
view of the record: the Truman Dootrine, the known attitudes of

many influential people around Mr. Truman; those who advocate ald

to Britain only on condition that it reverse l1ts trend towards
socialization; those who would withhold aid to COzechoslovakia (a

most democratic nation) because it is soclalizlng the monopolies

and the large basic industries; those who would send munitions and
American armies against Greek and Chinese guerillas, eto. The

people of the world inocluding so-called Russlan satelllites want, not
Communism, but more eocialization of monopolles and basio industries,
more equality, more opportunity, more demooracy. Are we helping them
or bloocking them?

It may be that the Dally , too, complains about all
this. But you would not ignore facte on th.u.;: acoount, especlially
when we have confirmation by non-Communistes like Ingeraoll, Del Vayo,
Laskl, Wallace, Corwin, Adamic, James Warburg and many others., Re-
porting on his recent world trip, Norman Corwin states that "we are
suspected, disliked, resented and even hated® in countries where
four years earlier Willkle found friendship for ue, Many others
have observed this growing coolness and diatrust of our government
since the death of your husband. Why? ﬂl.l.l'il{ it must have some oon-
nection with the Truman Dootrine, the "tough® policy against Russia,
the conetant parade of scare headlines in our press, the munitions
we are sending to kill Greek and Chinese r“ulut.tnnilti, etc. How
tronicl The great nation that was born in revolution and cadled

in "radicalism" using 1ts might to suppress rebellion abroad inst
the tyranny of concentrated economic power. Is 1t any wonder t
many of us are worried about how the shall Plan will be adminis-

terad?

The enclosed editorial by Adele Parker reminded me of your
recent rebuke to Russia's name-calling envoys. It 1s unfortunate
that SBoviet representatives are so blunt and taotless. I am, how-
ever, impressed with Mlss Parker's "worm-turning" explanation, Bhe
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was onoe & member of the Washington legilslature, a teacher of poli-
tical economy and civil government, and for three years foreign
correspondent in Fussla for International News Bervioe and 1g now pub-
lisher of the = in Beattle, To me har observatiocna
make good sense; and so do the enclosed items of Cowan and Spector

in the sams isgue.

You say that Communiem is not "demooratic socialism". If you
mean that Russla 18 not a true demooracy, I am lnelined to agree with
you. We oan only hng: that 1t will move towards more democracy &g
time goes on, and I belleve it when the outside world seems
l1ess hostile and threatening. apart from Russim (whioh doss not
elaim to have Communism) wouldn't you agres that theorstical or phil-
osophical Communiem is an ideal based on genulne democracy and Christ-
ian ethice? I don't happen to belleve in ita eticabllity hera,
at least for many decades. (My own prejudice 1s for & semi-soclalistic
goolety which leaves considerable room for private enterprise). But
at the moment I see that the real danger, not to Ruesimn interests but
to American interests and American libsrals, comes from rad-balting and
tolerance by some liberals of those slements whose attacks on the
"Communiet menace' are really emoke ecreens for a drive against all
who work for liberalism and demooratic socligllem.

Thoss of us who Are r to preserve and lmprove ocur own dsm-
pseratic institutions cannot afford to be malve about the present sit-
uation., You must know that many fine Americans are smeared because
of their honeet convictions or, worse yet, scared to ess them.
That 1e why I was so eager to promote distribution and discusslon of
Commager's article., Until our *Un-American Committees" learn the
meaning of democracy, ADA can serve as a safe shelter for liberals
who are timid or cowed because they can't afford the smear. There
should be or zation through which they ocan safely e B8
themselves. For their gake 1t may be well for ADA %o insulate itaelfl
against "communist infiltration”. The danger 1s that a bigoted
minorlty may pervert the organlization and it into & weapon
against libsralism and democoracy. To me ADA'e recent full page
advertisement (N , Dotober 20th) read like the demagoglec
splel of a olever huckster angl for the potential ocustomers of a
competitor. A public smear campa against PCA becauss 1t differs
on the Marshall Plan (and the differences are malnly in the cholee

of 1la e to express the same ts) is anyt tut liberal. w ]

It violatea Mr. tt'e "Creed for Liberalism®. Euch a war among

people of good will can only have the effect of confusing and divid-
f.tunrr, diverting attention from the real issues and giving
reaotion a better obance for power. o

ing the ol

After llli the gap in sooial outlook between ADA and POA
members (or even "fellow travelers® and 'm—mn liberals®) is

quite narrow compared to the gap between m and the reactionary
ranks., Wouldn't it be tragioc if warfare among liberals of
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3 - borders; that Fussia finances

.2 old Order ’i"' S American ¢itizens and gives them

The e —pags 1) orders; that Russla will not repay

{Gﬂﬂu”"“d from —anaed lend-lease, even though ahe atip-

rica has & rnment ulated, when It was first offered,

i onee AmE gave that she would mccept it on no
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an & . ® [T Every Russian citizen from

o ral effect ™Y el | viaaivestol to Odessa, trom Areha

The BT phere, and angel to Baku, will tell you that

cleat "HL may coast !nome of these allegations “cor-

rocsl IAFEEE L e o respond to the facts”
{Mon-Russian Communists cap=
italize on the assumption that
they are close to the throos in

Moscow nnd the press renders
them a service in reiterating this.),
. L] L] !
The Worm Turna
But the worm has turned, Soma
(-}' ey - belllgerent Fussian concelved the
1 Idea of throwing slanders at the
Dr. Ivar Spector, Seattie: Russin
ma:.'ld 1¥I:-e studied in this country Armericans to‘m'm:- they like it.
fot through journalism and tour-
iat literature, but from the schol- The Russian press la now socus-
arly point of view to eliminate the Ing us of wanting war and wanting
barrier of mLI“ﬂLﬁl‘TmL‘I mllnrl:r to rule the mld'.' vt
l -
E::ni;“-l::d-;r::um tostered by The effect has been electrical
disgruntled minorily Eroups. An a {Continued cn Page 3) i

representative of the University of ;
Washington's Far Eastern Inati-

tute st the six-weeks seasion of
the Far Eastern-Russtan Institute
just Weld at the University of
Minnesots, 1 can state that all
alx delegates from the various
unlversities agreed the only solu-
tlon 1o the Russian question ia to
enlighten the people of both coun-
tries through education.
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