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J . W. fi'UL.e .. IGHT 
AIUCAHaA8 

WMHJNCITON, D. C . 

Mre, :rran1c11n D, Boo18velt 
file Wbi te House 
Washington, D, 0, 

Dear Nra. Rooaevelt: 

In rep~ to :rour letter of April 6th, U 
seeme to me that tbia project vould be an ez­
cellent one tor the proposed International lduoa­
tion and Cultural Organisation, vhich the State 
Department 1a oonddaring, However, U; h not • 
neceesary to vait until it comas into being to 
~ve ao111e or the croUDd vork laid through the 
»ational Kducation ~eooiation, and the other or­
gnnisationa vhich you mentiaoed. 

The primary diUicuUy, ae I aee U, h induc­
ing eomeona vho baa the time to wpport U actin~, 
lt mq be that the Oommhdoner of BclucaUo11, Mr, 
Studebaker, may have aoaeona in hh OrS8J~haUoD vho 
could undertake to preaent thia to the varioua edu­
cational organi~ationa, I am .are it thaaa organiz.­
tions vould undertake to collect the booka, that 
means could be found tor their diatributioDo 

I am aorry that I have not bad the tiae the 
last few moDtha to keep up vith developaenta in the 
State Department, I am very hopeful that aa aoon 
ae the present co~~gaetioD of appropriations 8lld 
other routine billa ie relieved that I mq be able 
to be of more help in the aducatioD&l program. 

With kindeat regarda, I aa 

Sincerely youra, 

JW:rfmo 



BIOGAAPHY OP 

OIL HUVI!Y CUSHING 

YALE UNJVERSI1Y 
THB SCHOOL OP MEDICINE 

NI!W HAVEN · CONNECrJOTT 

jj · 

1~ Deoeber 194~ 

Mrs. 7ranld1D D. ROO&eTeU 
B;rde Parle Y/ New York 

I am prepar1q Dr. Cuahi~~g' • biograJlh7, ud u I 
hope to uae acae ot the letters tl'CIII 70u ud Mr. RooseTelt 
111 Dr. CU.eh111g' • tile, I would like to han th• eoruUD­
ized by 70u ud b7 Mr. RooeeTeU' s l1tertar7 executor be­
tore 6' 1Ui~~g the biograJlh7 to the preea. 

lJI aeleotiJig the letter• I hCYe aTOided thoae 
haYiDg peraonal retereDoes and ha~e omitted paeea,ee that 
were best not pr1Dted tor reasODs ot taste. 

I should aleo like t o inolude the ten ot seTeral 
hud-writteD l etter• troll Dr. CWih.iJig to Mr. Rooaenlt, 
wbi ch :r.D.R. waa ltiJid OU8b to plaoe at 111;1 diepoaal 
tollowiJig Dr. Cushing • death. 

I cncloae t oopiea ot the ten ot the lettere. 
It it would be., eaUataotOZ7 tor 70U to eee the 
letter• 111 relat1 to the ooaten ot the bi011'8Ph7, I 
ou aleo aut.it c boll oop1ee ot the ohaptera in queetion. 

AIJ we h 
ahould be grah 
that Um.. 

e to go to pre•• earl:J 1JI .JuuaZ7, I 
1t we mipt han word troll 7ou betore 

Your• ~eZ7 einoerel7, 

.J. r. hl\oa, II.D. 
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Dear Eloanor: 

TH£ SECRETARY OF' THE TREASURY 

W A aHIHOTON 25 

April 12, 1945 

Reference is made to !Lies Thompson's letter of March Jl, 
1945, enclosinc a letter r eceived by you from Uiss Evelyn E. Furoon 
s ugaes ting a specia.l exemption of at least $11 500 for pension and 
annuity income. 

As you uoubtless know, under present law pensions in general 
a re taxable. However, certain types of pa,ymonts, such as vet erans' 
benefits and Soci al Securi ty and Rai lroad Retirement benefits are 
exempt. Pensions or annuities that have boen purchased or at l east 
partial ly financed by the contributions or the recipients are given 
a special kind of t reat .. nt to allow for the tax-tree ret urn o! 
capital. Such paymonts are not taxable in their entirety 1mt1l 
the purchase price or contributioos have been recovered . 

Wias F'urman' s suggestion is similar to a number or propos ale 
which have come to the Treasury's attention !rom t ime to time. 
In my opinion, it is very dit.ficult to justi.ty a special exempt ion 
!or a certain class ot income •uch as lli.ss Furman suggeets. On<ler 
the present lew, taxpayers are allowed certain personal and dependent 
exemptions designed t o protect minimum living standards and to 
adjust tex burdens in accordance with ability to pay. In tho absence 
or compelling reasona !or cpecial treatment , such exemptions should 
apply to aU taxpayers alike. Thus, it would be unfair and discrimi­
nntory to collect incollll tax from a wage earner and tc exempt anobher 
individual n1 th the same income and !amil¥ • ta tus just because hie 
incor:e \TllS derived !roD a pension or annui ty. It should also be 
noted that a special BXemption tor pensions and annuities would 
discriminate not only against wage earners, but also against aged 
and retired individuale who do not happen t o have pension or annuity 
bono!its and who havo been required to provide tor their old age cy 
personal pr ogram or saving and investcent other than the purchase 
o! annuities. 

\11th speci!ic reference t o Uiss Furman '• point that retired 
indi vJ.duala have s pec1Al har<lshipe under the incoroo tex, 1 t doea 
not appear that on balance a pensioner hes lese ability to pay than 

l 
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R08£A·TSON, ,.U RM.I\N & M U APHY 
... .-.. ..... row,.o.c. 

TAX COH. U'-.T...,.-T. 

AeCOUH'l'AHT. AHO CNOIHCt:fll• 

t.''rtl. Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The Vlh 1. te Houae 1 

Washi ngton , D. c. 
Doar 'tro . Roosevelt: 

f~ l· L . fiiiCCT, NO,.Tf!WC.1 
W4S fOI ... eTON ,0.C:: 

''fl"Ch 28th, l945 . 

'1/ay 1 1nv1te y:~ur a tter.t1on to a cono 1t1on existing 
under present lawe wh ich t hope you w1ll give a n earnest 
a ud 1once to - namely, the t~1ng or annuit ies an4 pona1ons . 

Ooes i t rot aeem ha rd to work practica l ly all one's 
lite, certainly the best yea rs or onO'I life, to acqui re 
ouch en annuit:r or penalon and then to r1r.d that H really 
11 only • ~~lntenanee sum arter all, a nd atlll to be faced 
with pay ing an 1neorne ta x on aaoe? 

I understand there la ftuch a movement be f ore the C1v11 
Service Comml~tee , but thet when peeeed w1ll onl7 rect i fy a 
p~rtlon of auch cases . In the meantime , mpny or these 
~ereona are a ctually atruagllng to ceet expenaee , ertording 
no luxurles 1 whl lo eve n the C1v1l Service poaaib111ty 
lan;;u1ah0a 1n a pigeon bole. 

Whi l e I am not on s penolon, I belong 1n t ho office or 
t ho oldest tax firm ot I t o k1nd , in ex1otonee , and neturally 
am called upon to figure r oturne for a ll an~ sundry. In 
th1a w&y• ~ny r ea lly pathetic easea have c~e under my obaer­
vation. Peraon• who are alone , old , and would not have 
~on&y to pay for help 1n t1ce or eeergenCJ • Others , who 
havo some rupona1b1l1ty ror the CAl·o or r ela tlveo, 7et trying 
to rroke tholr figures belanco and etil l main tain the aemblAnce 
or r oopectebllity accuot omoO to . All with diffe rent pr oblomo 
and yet all r a ced with tbe necessity ot income tax paying, 
with little or notbl n~ t o pay 1t wltb. 

Do es 1 t not ae 8Q to you raasonable that such pers ona 
ahoul~ hsve a pension or annu ity exemption of at least $1500. 
in order that they may ma1nta1n themo elvea, wi thout becoming 
obJec t s of charity, when ~hey have epe nt t heir live• trying 
to avo id juot tbatf 

Please cona1der thla carefully, ror ln ao doing , I may 
roel •~ro I havo pleced the eatter 1n tho right banda to heve 
oomothing done about it . 



Wrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt , - 2- Ma r ch 28th , 1945. 

No doubt , I should address myself to the Committee 
on Ways a nd Means, but I know that no o ne on that Commit tee 
would go into the merits of this condition and my letter 
would be pushed aside with the two relief bills now pending 
along wi th the one recently reco~mitted to the Civil Service 
Committee. 

Very res pectfully, 
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