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Supreme Gourt of the nited Stutes
Waslingten, . €.
HJUBTICE FELIX FRAMEFURTER
Octobe 29: 19

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: .

This is the result of my inquiry intal\llth opportunities open
to Negroes for legal education in the District of Colymbia.

The 1aw School of Howard University is af admirable institu-
tion. It has high standards and an able faculty and al good student body.

But, unfortunately, it has only day gessions. The only law school in the
Washington area open to Negroes at night is the Robert H. Terrell Law School
to which you made refersnce in your letter last Aogust.

only graduates of schools accredited by the American Bar Assocla-
tion are eligible for admission to the bar in the District. A rule like that
is rather common throughout the country. Unfortunately, the Terrell School is
not yet so accredited, because it does not fit the minimum requirements for
such & law school. The difficulty is that an accredited law school calls for
a library of at least ten thousand volume, & full-time librarian, and three
full-time instructors. While Terrell has the necessary bookas and staff, it
does not have the facilities in which to house the books. ]

It is not suggested that the ruling of the Bar Aspociation is dis-
criminatory. It merely enforces what seem to be the recogniged standards for
the adequate training of lawyers. The ruling .fft.ut.a only future graduates,
because those who were graduated in June of this year will be able to take the
bar examination in December. Thope who finish in June, 1948, will be the first
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to be affected by this ruling and I am informed that the Dean of the Terrell
School hopes that by then the requiresents will have besn met and the School
sceredited. If the Dean's hope is fulfilled, the Terrell School will afford
facilities for night study by colored law studenta.

With cerdial regards,

Very sincerely yours,
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Urs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
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