


Dearest Mre. B; Thank you for your good letter, fon't bother to answer this one; I
ean't write you if it's polng to take up your time making replies. mmu ]
coupld of pages of rage; it made me fesl better to write it though it's quite futile,
Yes, I do want to come up the U.N. and will perhaps in & week or two and will call you
and maybe we could meet for a few minutes. Much love as always, h't-llilh
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Cry Shame .

HE fierce lights of the newsreel
Turn-lnl beat on & bald hesd and
a pudgy, bewildered face, a photog-
rapher crouched four feet away, the
press crowded st tables io the right;
on st left sat the counsel amd kis
aides; abave, the fowr ingquisiton lolled
i peasonable and comfortable shadow
It looked like & cluttered stage sel up
these tn front, but the rest of the big
Haousd Caurus Resom was eaply exoept
fod & Tew dngen pmpdt whao seemed o
have wambcred @n, casually, a3 oae
m-lln intn & Trans-Lux iheater be.
tween trains, And it wan quale 3 show,
sl feee tomi; the Un-Americans put-
ting on a Aawless ravessy of justice.

Robert E. Stripling, the permanent
counsel for the MHouse Comnsithes om
Un-American Activities, was the chbel
actor, Striphing, of the sharp voice and
sick, spiteful face, did maost of the
talking because Hanns Eisler, the other
leaaling vharacres, was pot allowed
crogs-examing, of call witoesses, of
even Suggest witnesses, of read 3 slate-
ment; #a mluully he didd not have s
much to say. For a while it was rather
dull sed then  suddenly the woed
"eommurdsm” was pronocunced.  The
four Un- Americans, sitting om  their
raised dais, woke up, moved, lesned
forward. For now we had the clue, the
thing the plot hung on, the botrid
syllables that gAve everyone (P pnu
tian and his fame and his power and
his swelling sense of wvirtue, We had,
in short, the delicious smell of bloosd.

Shame: The ingeniiilon

Kdn Suipling made a point: 21
years ago Eisler had applied lor
membersbip in the German Commu-
nist Pasty. Eisler saidl he had not paid
by dues (maybe he Fmgm of didn't
have the maney), nor gone tn meet.
ings (how bosing @ musican would
hoid political gatherings with nothing
ta listen to but vedces), snd had, in
effect, never been 8 “real member”™ of
the party, Sinipling clearly did not be-
licwe this; s would have mo possible
way of understanding the emutind
amal agtions and spontaneities and care.
lessnesses of & man wha loves music.
Mot would Stripling know, o try to
imagine, what Germany was like in
1926, Stripling was obwiously enjoying
himsell with this dumpy, perspiring
fareigner who speaks such accented
Engliih,

Stripling, like all the Un-Americans,

the
clenched-fst salute, and Eisher affably
piving it back. Eisler observed that
really this was the salute of all kinds
ol Ewropean workers and always has
been, but Stripling. impatiens of such
balderdash, tuld Fister curtly to u]u!
tify himself in the plctwre, TIm
ling said, show the commitiee wlu.t
yu wene duing; and innocently Eisler
raised his arm with the fist chenchel,
The cameras clicked like teeth snap-
ping shut, there was a ripple of i
umphant amusement in the Caucua
Rosn, and Stripling turned away with
& wly and satished smile. .

1 had then seen a3 much of the show
&8 | could stand, and I left. Begides, |
had seen this show done befure, but
by real prul'mlj; lsese in bhe
Caucus Boom it was afier all & Netle
peuples’ court fur beginners.

" Sbanie: The gossipers

HE one legal accusation i

Hanns Eisler is thay, in 1940, bhe
evaded the law which excludes fram
permanent entry inte the United Stares
such aliens as advocate, or belang 1o
organizations which advocate, the over.
theow of the United States Govern:
ment by force or violence. This ststuie
has been constiued by the State Depart.
ment and the Un-Amesicans 1o em-
brace Communists and the C i

by Martha Gellhorn
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E“hﬂlﬂﬂuuidhhd never been
& “peal member” of the Communis
Party, that is exactly what he meant.
His vechnically false spawer (that 1926
application for m_hr:I} will per-
haps fix Eisler ia the
of us who are oaly heman beings and
pol law.givers can understand this:
that a driven &
B s
lis maosd, wanders i, forgets. And il
the Un-Americans were realisty, instesd
afl 8 hunting pack, they would recug:
nize that to be & "real member™ of the
Comamunist Party, you have 1o earn
your £ by Communint stsndands,
which no one has ever densed are botly
long and tough and highly unsaited to
men who are chiefly intereited in
sonatas, contaias and ihe theory of
counterpoint,

Shame: Conrt abave lasw

owivis, as Morman M. Litell,
lawyer for Gearge Messersmith,

be turned over to the Justice Depart-
ment for prosecution. For there are
laws and courts of law, and an sccused
man has the right to a fair and free
trial: an beast s bong as thin countey
standds cn rock. But the Un-Amencans
are not & law court, and do nat have
1o prove saything, They can say what
they like, srmored with subpoenas 2od
safle behind their extratervituriality
which sparta them nats for slander, S0
it was possble for Seripling to aa-
that Eisber is the Karl Marx of

Farty. But no uoe has proved thae
Hanns Eisler was a G im

1940, of at any time subsequent to the
wandering applicstion lor membership
in lﬁ!‘t German Commiunist Party in
192

However, the committes appanenily
feels it can discern what goes on in-
side & man's heant, despite what the
mian may sy to the contrary, To prave
their divinlng-rod theory that Eisher
has "communistic beliefs,” they submét
s sole evidence some RAattering ex-
cerpts from the Communist press, the
fact that Eisler has weitten “Hed
sangs” (not titled by him; he iy 2 mu-
sician only ) which were sung by many
snti-fascises as well a3 Commundsts,
and the undenisble existence of his,
shall we say, awkward brother. This
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thar, we aulhl (T qﬁgult like ihe
lemmings, planging solemaly into the
[T T R

Supposedly, sn sgent of the Comin
pern does n:unﬁ}dn;_ b can't just sit
around telling himsell in a sinister
fashson that be is an agent. But no one
boahered 1o sy, bet sbone prove, what
Eisler, the alleged servant, has been
duing in this cowntry sénce 1940 to
wndermine us all. Fesler had wisdped
Russia lang before the war; the com-
mignes Inr;;l:; that ia the alnnat wn-
imaginable past a lot of people went
everywhere and it was pot regarded a1
criminal, There even used o be if yau
can believe it plain commerdial tours
to the Saviet Laion and anyene wha
liad the fare could go, provided they
wuuldn®t muach rather have a bang-ap
time rollicking arcumd Paria, Prance,
and Rome, Italy, and other pluces
which were also essy 1o reach. The
committes says that Eisler was one
whin planned the International Music
Bureau, spparently 3 dream on paper,
which got s betterbrad {and never
went farther) in Moscow when Eisler
wai niot there to consent or advise. Bat
oeddly emnagh, in those diggant days
belise the war, music and books and
painting fowed around quite foecly
between all except the fascist nations
anal this used 1o be considensd a good
thing.

Fugthermose, as the committee ne-
glects to note, we have only recently
been 3t cold war with Russia: in the
years Lerween 1933 sn<d 1939, & Ger-
mam anti-Nani could conteivably have
been grateiul o the Bussians for ktrp-
ing him owtspoken company in his
lsatred of Hatler. Since the committee's
evidence seems principally to concern
the period between 1929 and 1955, it
is only proper to remind them of
histary.

Shamie: The fraveity

u ihis is beside the point: il Exbet

broke a law, if Eisler is & servani
of the Comintern masquerading as a
sincere composer of music, these [acis
can be proved by established courts of
law and handled by the fixed penaltica
of law. What is intolerable is the free
ancd ey process of defamation, e
placing the careful and weighty proc-
eid of justice.

There was an extraordinary feature
ol this case, which seema to have
passed unmoticed. The State Depart-
ment had a dussier om Elsler, saying
veat Eisler was “commuandsgic™ but ot
& member of the party. Which leads
cne to brood, in sorrow of splril, ca
the making of dossiers, and 1o ask

onesell whether intuitive snd arbitrary
deduction is adequate evidence for gov-
ernmantal bodien

The Un-Americans, after threp days
of sordid and pointless baying over
Eisber, decided to tarm his case over
to the Justice Department, and ulti-
mately 1o a court of law, w‘;:t i
where it alwa apud the only

lace it hlunrudhm in fact did

eak the law, it must be proved be-

yond a reasonable doubt, and if

e will wtand the penaly, aned that i
cuactly how it should be. But as it is
naw, the Us-Americans have termi-
naied another of thelr travesties of
justice; nothing iy proved though any.
thimg is seated; and Bisler departs, free
2 air, and at libesty to be boycotbed
in his proflession and starve st will,
This is not the grest terror which we
wiatched during the long hateful years;
this is ot the secvet areest, the ques-
tianing with torture, the returned box
of sghes. This is just s lintle terror,
caboulated to frighten little people. Tt
works, Without recourse te law, 0 man
can be well and truly destroyed,

Shaoae: The dimgy aner

w0 asks cnescli, finally, what these
peaple wanted with Hanns Eis-
fer. They proved nothing: they leamed
nathing. One can recognize the Un.
Americans 1o be evil, bat sarely not
halfowitted; smd ihey canhot expect
anyone to believe that
Eigler, writing back-
ground music in Hally-
woodd for o living, in 2l
the head of same large
fisrtive movement of
mausic-lovers, vowed 1o
plunge wi all fnto com.
musism. There is a limit
to possible public gulli.
Eility. OF cowrse, i.I'I.P\.I.'I'-
ing over Eisler, they had
the poyful chance of wry-
ing to besmirch what is’
sbsolutely  and  Amally
unassailable: the charac:
ter of Eleance Roose
velt. And there was also
the pleasuse of being
able subtly o scold and
condestend 10 wery im-
portant  public  fgures.
This must be a deep sat-
isfaction, bul it is smaz-
ing that the public fig-
wred Jo not rise, with
dignity and good sense,
to condemn these dingy
Lacticn
Stll, pone of this is
enough, and one st

!

Shame; How they thevaten

AN with & [amily will think
many times before speaking his
fearlessly and eritically when

-I.|P|I'|]|:I'L'l.| {mlr Ex| , end by
starving your dlptncr::rdﬂrd il o
can ruin @ musician’s Hvelihood, be-
fore & court has determined whether
ke in indeed a law-beeaker or not,
pretty sooa you can ruin a painter and
a tescher amd 3 writer and o h‘l’j‘lr
and an actar and a scientisl; and pres-
ently you have made a silent place.

I these things should come Mo
pass, America is going to look very
wrange to Americans and they will
mat be at home here, for the aic
will glowly become uabseathable to all
forms of life except sheep.

The Belimans Arekors

SALEM, 1692: AN EARLIER AMERICAN WITCH HUNT
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