


!

/
.'|I _.-ZQ/J‘ l}“,,.-?
" g, S

e

-/?':)vl‘--'. ¥ imsterdam, st of January 1947

L/ p i.""] i ™ A Al I| Dearlocetrast 30

Wl A
hulrll[uh'-nlh

S8ince Pebruary 1946 I am in the ficld as &
director from an UNRRA tean in Cermsny. Tur team takes
carc of 18 camps with D,Pe's, principally Balts,
Esthonians, Lithmanians and Latvians. For these pecple and
all cther Baltic D.P."s I implore yrur attention and assis-
tanca.

Their positicn 1s growing woree instead of
better, OSince November all D,P.'s are ¢n Qorman ratlions,
UNHGA supplies, and very small cmes, are only givem to the
slck,

Polish D.P.'s can ropatriate. Baltle ILP.'s
can net. They have no fatherland, Hepatriaticn means suicide,
Thir healthy, intelligent, capable and clean pecple, three of
Ewrope's best breeds, have boen massacred and deported by Leo
onemies., Now thoy are with even less prospects than the Germars.

No cowstry bothors abomt them. Officially they
are expected tc ndapt thomsalves %o the Jerman population! To
& Jorman population which deepises ovory D.F. ;

In imerica, Canads cr mmy other country the
creation of o hpme=gentre, o smell fatherland, would ocet lese

then cpe day of werld-war,

1 am tryine to find employmest for & restrieted
mamber in owr very mall and prosently very poer ecuntry. Yom
can help om & highor lewvel. Thearo are 250,000 waitins for salva-

tion,
BMincorely yours,
J. Gildemeyer [eigmned)
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My dear Mrs. HRoosevelt:

Mr, Hessett, Beoretary to the President, has
referred to the tment your letter of January 31,

1947 with which you enclosed among other correapondence

8 copy of a communication from Mr. J. Gildemeyer of

hmgterdam, Netherlands expressing his anxiety for the

many displaced gone in Germany particularly those

from Estonla, thuania and Latvia.

The plight of the unfortunate refugees and die-
placed persons has been a matter of deep concern to
the Department. As you know, eince last March the
Department along with other interested agenclea of
the Government has been actively engaged 1n implementlng
the viss program for displaced persone instituted in

pursuance of the President's directive of December 22, [
1945.

Under this program diiflnuid persons are belng |
socorded a priority in the i1ssuance of quota immigration
visse and the msjor portion of the quotas of the differ-
ent nationalities involved are belng used for such
ersons. However, the combined snnual quotas for Eestonla,
ithuania and Latvia are only 738 which means that many
qualified dleplaced persons from those countries will
encounter a delay in the consideration of their cases,

As the Congress hes limited through the establish-
ment of gquotas the number of lmmigrants sdmiesible
annually into the United States any proposal lnvelving

the

Mras, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Apartment 15-4,
29 Wa ton Square, West,
New York 11, New York.




the issuance of visse in excess of the -n:tl.z
quota limltatlons ie a matter whish would require
Congresslonal action.

You may rest assured that the Department
through i1ts Amerlcan consuler offlcers abroad will
continue to do everything af'"“h to facilitate
the granting of visas to displaced persons so far
as existing quota limitations permit.

The correspondence from Mr. Btevan Trivunac
end other Yugoslave who are now in Balrzburg and who
were formerly in German concentration 8 will be
made the subleot of a separate communicatlon.

Bincerely yours,

(R QJMH.
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