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f' BOPFATHERSHIP OF THE GRAVES MEUVEE DU PARKAINAGE DES "omBR ~
. OF, THE DEAD AMERICAN SOLDIERS VE BOLDAE AMERTCATNS
1005 Great Street 1005 Grand'rue
PRAYON-TROOZ (Liége) PRAYON-TRNOZ (Liége)
BELGIUM BELGIQUS

Dear Sir,Madam,

Deeply conscieus of the splendid sacrifice of
all thoss American Soldiers Who gave their all,and laid |
dovr. their lives in Belgium for the defence of Liberty and
Oivilization,our Association has been formed With the object
of keeping their memory fresh in our hearte andjat the same
time,of insuring that their graves in a foreigr but friemdly
and grateful country should never seem tc be abandcned or
uncarsd for,

The name of one dear tc you has come urder our
nothee,ard a friend has been found Who Wishes to take this
grave under his special chargs.

This person,%¥ho is in possesa on of your aidxese
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and is desirous of getting inte communication With yeu.

He Bhe promises to visit the grave of your Bol-
—dier regularly,to deccrate it With floWers Whenever possible
ard to Write to you giving you neWs and a scrt of faint eche
across the seaB concerning the last resting place of yaur
Son,Brother,Flance,Husband or Friend.

We hepe this methed Will be agresable to you,
and Will bring ecme memsure of consclatlon to you im your
bareavement

services ura_nntiarly free and spocntaneous:

no rempuneration Will be either expected or accepted.Should

hoWever any such depand be made of you,%e beg that you Wil

pay no heed to it,but communicate to us all details ef an
T

you of our deepest syppathy and respect |
as Well as of our lasting gratituie for the sacrifices made
by your ncble Fation,that ours might live and be free,

We beg to remain
Youre faithfully

Lady President, Lady Vice Presidents Lady Seoretary.freasurer
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WaR DEPARTMENT
WABHINOTOMN

December 16, 1946

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt l;
Val-Kill Cottages

Hyde Park, Dutchess County &,'
New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have your note of November 11, 1946, inclesing a
letter to you from the Godfathership of the Graves of
the Dead American Soldlers, Prayon-Trooz, Belgium, with
reference to the United States Military Cemetery Henri-
Chapelle, Belgium.

As a result of a preliminary investigation undertaken
by the American Graves Registration Command in Europe, I
have been advised that this organization appears to be
sineere. I have also been advised that it has approximately
220 members who, under the rules of the organizatiom, &re
not supposed to accept any renumeration from the next of
kin of our soldiers who died overseas., From the fact that
you have nevertheless received information that persons
in this country have been solicited by this group, I con-
tinue to have certain doubts concerning it.

These doubts are increased by another statement in
the letter which you received from Lady Presidemnt Y. Divier.
She writes that her organization works 1n conjunction with
and with the approval of the American Graves Registration
Command. She further states that the latter has endeavored
toe put her organization in touch with families of the dead
and to furnish the addresses of these famllles in the States.
The American Graves Registration Command does not give 1ts
approval to any such organization, nor has it furnished te
this group or any other group the addresses of the next of
kin. In faet, 1t has been extremely careful to withhold
any official recognitiom of such organizations.

As you know, the War Department provides full care
and maintenance for graves in the Uni States cemeteries
overseas. In general, it has foumd it essential that no
intermediary organization should be interposed between it
and the next of kin. 8imilar groups have grown up in this
and other countries, but to the best of my knowledge this
is the first group which has sought the use of an outstanding
American's name.




It is my own opinion, based upon
mentary information ﬁiah I now have,
as honorary president you are li.hllr to receive further
communications from members of the group or from the next
of kin of mlditn who were buried overseas.

mt if you mtilll.'

I shall immediately forward you any further information
concerning this organization which we are able to develop
through additional investigation.

S8incerely yours,

Qs PP

Robert P. Patterson
Becretary of War




GODPATHERSHLP -OF THZ GRAVES sosi! . Prayon-Trooz,the 46
OR THE DEAD AMERICAN SOLDIERS .
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PRAYON=TROOZ near LLIEGE : : :
BELGIUM

4o Hrs Bleaner ROOSEVILT

Widow]Franklin D.ROC

' e President of the U.3.A.

3 Sk //' _NYDE ‘PARK

via New York

Dear Madam;

' :

The sbeve meseciation has been fermed with the objeat
of enlisting the sympathies of individusl Belgians willing te
undertake the personal nare of one on sevVersl graves of Ameriosn
Seldiers who died in this part of the world during the great
battles for the Rhine in 1944/1945. - -

. The pertioular Cemetary we are interested in is called
AENRI-CHAPELLE.It is in Belgian fterritory not foar from the german
frontier and situated approximatedy between LIEGE(Belgium) and
AACHEN(Germany ). el :

Abéut 18.000 Ameriocan Soldiers are buried there.

The "Godfathers®,as we oall our members,undertake to
lay flewers on the graves as often 4s possible,to visit them at
least ence = month,and to take plctures of the graves whioh they
forward te the families of the deoceased in the States thus testisfy
~fying to them as best they can that their deceased friend,son,
husband or sweetheart is not forgotten or abandoned,but that
loving hands endeavour,However feebly te signify the appreciation
and undying gratitude whioh we Bélgians-feel for the whole gene-
—rous Amerisan Nation and more particulsrly fer the brave fellows
who gave their =211 and laid dewn their lives to save the smaller
natiens of Burepe from oppression,spcliation and slavery.

Experiende,from letters received,has already shown us
that our efforts are appreciasted,end that the relatives of the
deceased are sensible to our efforts,and are glad te receive some
news concerning the last resting place of their loved ones.

Needless to say our attentions are entirely veluntary
and free.No remuneration of any kind is expeoted or would be
agoepted under any airoumstances.




Ne ay state that eur assoaiation werks in w-
with,and with the spproval of the ANERIQAN -GRAYSS REGLSTRATION
COMMAND,who with the utmest courtesy endeaveur teo put us in touoch
with the families of the dend and te furnish us with their addres:
sed in the States.

! fur . ebject in writing te you,Madam,is te beg of yeu the
great favour of aensenting te become HONORARY PRESIDENT of our
vassoziation.The name of the late President of the United States,
Foanklin D.FOOSEVELT is held in very high Honmeur in this Country,
his untimely death was deeply ank sincenly mourned by many theu-
—aands,and we feel that your Name,if you will alleow us to use it,
‘would lend gensidersble weight $o-our work,beth ir thie Country
and i the Jtates, : i

On MEMORI AL DAY ,May }uth,tht Amsrican Army organized
religious services in the Qemetary,penducted by Reman Cathelia,
Protestant and Jewish Cheplains,and our ambition would beo ta
arrange,for a future,similar geremony to be broadeasted in the
States,thus ensbling the American Families with the celp of the
pigtures we send them to realize some gort of centact with the
graves of the departed. (1 }I

The faver of a reply nlti,m::g your gracious sgaceptance
of the above request would be greatly appreciated by the Committé
of the ubove ssseoiation. R e

We beg to rlmm.‘lﬂu. [

yours mest n“nﬂ'ﬂh

L
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to Mrs. Elsanor Rocsevelt
Gidow, fraklin L. Roosuvelt
lute Presideat of the U.Ben,
LILE PabK
vie few York

Loty Macunm,

<iie wbowe gsscplutlon hus been formad with Lie object of sulisting

.2 sym wihles o indlvicuel Belgiune willing to undertake the jersonsl
gare of sne 'n ceveral graves of american Spldiers whe cled in this
part ¢ the world curing thd greal battles for thie Ahiie in 1944745,

ie p rtlculir Cemetury we ul'e Inlérosted In is called HERNHI-CilaPE.LE.

It is in Belgian tercitory not Ffar from tne german frontisy und situsted

¢ oroxim tely bet.oven Lliege, Belglum, end Ascnen, Germany.

about 18,030 am.rleun foldiers are buried tiere.
1.2 "3odfacncrs®, .5 we¢ call cur members, un ertike Lo 1oy Llowers

o othnEe greaves as often us possible, to wisit the &t I 85T CHge &
Bonls, &i. Lo take pletures of Lhe greves eiilch thoy firaard to the
femili s =f tie cecsused in tie Btates Lius testifying to thom us bast
they can thas tholr decoaseg rianily Son, cusbend, or sucotiesrt 13 not
forentten or abengdonsc, but that lowiig lulce shceavour, holever,

Tagbls t2 gully tae apprecistin ool undying gretitode uhich ue

Belgloas Toal o the vhole ganspous sgerican Nition and more arilculerly

Jer whe bruve fellows wio gave tadiyr a1l snd lada conn- thelr Lives £0

B e

suve tnu  maller petlons of Buroye Crim oosrsssion, spoliution sand slevery . ff

Lxperisce, /rom ie.tcrs received bas elrcgdy shown us that cur effors
are ¢ oopociated oo tiel the roletdves of the docessed are sensible to
T ol vis wne sre glad S0 recelye Some news concernlng toe luss
resting oloce of tholr loved ones. Needloss To say ogr attentions &TE
ent raly veluntary and free. No remuneration of &ny kind i5 cx.scted

v would be aecepgtod unNGer any CcIPCUBSCUNCOS.

¢ may Scate tlot our arscglution works in econjimetion with, «nc with
tug A-irevel ol the MERICAN unViES REGISTHATION COMMRNE, who with the
utm st courtes) endesvour to . ut us in touch with the famiilez of the
vead ant to fwnilsh us with tueir cdoresses in the States,

Jur objeet in .riting ta ¥yo is to beg of you the great favour
of consenting to become H Ht}mﬂw.ﬂ our assocelatlon. .%u.
nume of the laie Prosident of the Unlted States, Franklin U, ROCELVELT
is .eld in very uLigh lonour in this Country. His untimely ceath was
deeply and dlncerely mourned by nar » «nd we feel that your

neae, Lf you will allow us to use 1t, woul. lend considerable weight to
our work, both in this country und in the Btates, =

‘
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the Dead American Soldiers Lb

Grand'Mus Ly '
1008, Grast Strast \

to Mrs Eleanor HOOSEVELY

FPRAYON-TROOZ {Libas) 'E'J N s Apartment 15-A
Balgiqus - Balgium : 24 washangton Squars ,west
Prividents & Honmenr 1 " 'l}" HEw YOHK 11

o T e,

&fﬂ"‘ I%I-L' who had laid down their liwes so that we should still be able
{.l to live in freedom.

e we visited their Graves regularly,laid flowers on
them and organgzed Heligious Memorial Services in the Cemetery.
At uUnfertunately for some reason which we have not
been able to fathem our activities became the objest of ingui-
-ries on the part of the local American Authorities,and,worse
although you had gracicusly censented te become Honorary FPresi-
—dent of our Assecistion you have now found it pecessary to
withdraw ynu;" authorization.In shert we appear te have become
suspect te the American powers that be,which comes as a very
unpleasant surprise teo us,as we have nsver pursusd any but
enterely disinterested motivea in our work.

we have inguired several times as to the pature of
the distrust which we felt growing around us,even from yourself
but we only got vague and unsatisfactory replies to our guarieg

Major LILE of the American Graves Heglstration Com-—
-mand teld us in the course of an interview that there had besn
rumours of commercial exploitaticon of erganizations aimilar te
ours,but that oura appearsd to be the best conducted,but we 3
nevertheless received another call from Mr BUKI UEwEY the Buper 4
-intendant of HENHI-CHAPELLE CEMEVTEHY accempanied by Mr MEYEHS




e

the Belgian Civilian Directer of the same,who wished te know whether
we wers reslly entitled to use your name ss Honorary President.we
would never have been guiity eof the grievous mistake of using yeur
exalted name unsanctioned.

In our epinion we were doing ne more than & gracieus act ﬂ
of gratitude to the Members of the American Armies and Nation and
we are deeply pained at the suspicien which seems to have
activities.we may say that we have received numbers of lettera fram
the FAMIRIES in the STATES of deceased Soldiers fallen in this coun-
-try,thanking us in teuching terma for the work we wers doing and
for the nsws we are able to give them concerning the Last Hesting
FPlace of their Dead.

In view of the present position.,and as the American WAL
OFFLCE now decline te give us the home addresses of those interes-
-ted in the Graves we try to find EG!PA.'J:EEHB' for we have desmed it
necessary to wind up our Committee which we did at s general meeting
held in April 23rd 1447.This resolution will not prevent us .either
frem ettending personally to the Graves we have adepted nor frem
corresponding with the Helatives in the States,with several of
whom conditions of friendship have grown up. .

we are addressing this letter to Jr;nf buuu.;u we cannot

very well offer our resignation to our own selves.

we beg to inferm you that all our AHCHIVES are tied
up in bundles,signed and sealed by the Members of the Committee
and will be preserwed by our Yreasurer Mr Plerre VIVLER at the
above address where they will be held at your dispesal for inspec-—
-tion by any properly u;:u:u:ai_nrl:ml‘l persons.

#e are deeply grieved at the suspicious view taken of
our activities but our GHATEFUL thoughts towards the HEROLC DEAD,
and our AFFECIIONAYE SYMPATHY with their FAMTILIES remain unaltered.

Before we close this letter we would like to n.& I
that in every case where Belgian Families maked te be put inte ‘ |
touch with the Helatives in the States we invariably drew their I
attention to our circular which stipulasgs that all our ketivities
were entrigrely disinterested and free and that all our Members



- |

were strictly prohibited from either demand or accepting

any remunsration for their services even r nee
our surprise at the bese insinuations which are levelled
ageinat us.

We trust you still appreciate our position and our
deep regret at finding that our charitable endeavours were
interpreted as covering mercantile motives.

we beg to remain

Yours faithfully,

Fresident,
Mre Jeanns VIVIER

|
Vice-President, ;( Y, French Secretary, |
Miss Simone FIHAHD Misas uvhislaine UDUBOLS |
|

LFF]:::n,g:I..‘n.-l:. Secretaries,
Miss Olgs TOUSSAINY

l:r Joseph CAJOL

Members, f‘é %

Mr Georges LEQNAHD Mr Marcel GAVHAY I: Albert {-m

D —

P. 5. = A letter of identical import has besn farwarded
by tedays mail to the following:
1jihe WAK QOFFICE in WASHINGION
2)rhe AMBASSAUOH of UNIYED STATES in BHUSSELS
I)Colonsl JOHNSON to ®A.G.R.C.™ in LIEGE
4 )rhe BELGO-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION



A copy of the enclosed circular Was alse addressed to
L1l eur I-_.bcu.
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