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l10!IFATl.!ERSHIP OP TP.E GRJ. VES 
o.F. '!'l.!E .DE.I.D .a!ERlCit.ll SOLDIERS 

1005 Great Street 
PRlYON-TR~OZ (Li&ge) 

BELGIUM 

'\E1l'lli.E DU 'tAA•UNAAB 1ll!6 ~-- -­
'!JE SOLDJ.,.S .l.klrll'lC.UliS 

1005 Grand'rue 
PllJ.YON~RilOZ (Liege) 

BELGIQUS 

• 

Dear Sir ,Madam, 

Deeply c onscinus of the spler~id sacrifice of 
all those J.merioan Sol~ierB Who gave their all ,and laid 
do-'r. t lleir lives in Belgi\llll !or tho defence of Liberty and 
Civilizati~n,our !ssociation has been formed With t he object 
of keeping their memory fresh in our hearts andlat the same 
t i me,of insuring that their graves in a foroigL but f riendly 
and grat eful count ry should never seem to be ebandoned or 
uncared for . 

The name of one deer tc you haS c ome under our 
noUce , ar.d a .friend has been found Wbo Wishes to take this 
g rave under hie speciRl oharg~ . 

This person, Who is in J:O&ses<ll. on of your add11ess 
i a :; i ....•............ . .•.••......•••.......••.......•..... 
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and is desirous of qetting into coa;muntcation With y<u. 
He She pramiaes to visit tho grave of your Sol­

-dier regula r l y , tp decorate i t With f loWers Whenever possible 
and to write to you giving you news and a sort of f aint echo 
across tho seas conoorni"8 the l aet resting plaoe of your 
Son,Brother ,Fiance,Hnshand or Friend . 

lis hope this method Will be agreeable to you, 
and Will bring some measure of consolation t o you in your 
bereav emer.t . 

ssrv ces are entierly free a nd spontaneous: 
~~ remuneration Will be either expected or aco eptod .Should 
hoWever any such d emand be cr.a>ie o! you , Wo bog that you Will 
pay no heed to i t , but crmmunieate t o us ell d et ailS of an 
= Rorth at 

seuring you of our deepest SymPathy and respect 
as 'Nell as of our lasting gratituie f or the saodfices made 
by your noble Nation,tbat ours might l i ve and be free . 

We beg t o remain 
Yours f aithfull y 

Lady President . Lec! y Vice l"resid_,t, La4y SeoretaX)'otr-.-er ' 
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WAeHINOTON 

Deceaber 16, 

Kra . 11eanor BooaeYe1t 
Va1-Xi11 Cottac•• 
!17de Park, Dutchess Couney 
!few York 

Dear Kra. BooseYe1tl 

I have :your note or loYellber 11, 1946, 1nc1oainl a 
letter to ;rou from the Godtathersh1p of the GraYel of 
the Dead Alllerican Soldier., Pra;ron-b'ooz Be1ciua, with 
reference to the United States ll111taJ7 CfteteJ7 Benri­
Chapelle, Belgium. 

As a reault of a prel1w1n•r.r inYestication undertaken 
b;r the American GraYes Recistration Coppend in Barope, I 
have been advised that th1s or1an1zation appear• to be 
s1neere. I have allo been adYiled that it has approU..tel;r 
220 aeabers who, UDder the rulea or the orcanizatioa, lie 
not aupposed to accept &QT renuaeration troa the next or 
k1n or our aoldiera who died OYeraeas. ll'rCNI the tact that 
:rou haYe nevertheleaa received intoraation that persona 
in th1s oountr:r haYe been solicited b:r th1s croup, I con­
tinue to have certai.n doubts concerning it. 

Theae doubta are 1ncreaaed b:r another statement 1n 
the letter which :rou rece1Yed troa Lad;r President Y. DiYier. 
She writes that her or1aniaation works in conjunction with 
and with the approYal or the ._,rican Graves Relistration 
Co...ud. She further atates that the latter has endeaYored 
to put her or&anization 1D touch with taailies ot the dead 
and to turniah the addr••••• ot theae tamiliea 1n the States. 
The American OraYel Reli•tration eo..and doea not give ita 
approval to &JQ' auch orcanization, nor has it turniahed to 
this group or &JQ' other croup the addr••••• ot the next or 
k1n. In tact, it haa been extreael;r caretul to withhold 
an:r official recognition or aueb orcanisationa. 

AI :you knowt the War Depart.ent proYidea full care 
and uinteii&Jlce ror Jr&Yel 1n tile 1Ja1te4 Statea c-teriea 
overaeaa . In ceneral, it haa t-' 1t ... ential that no 
interaediar:r or&ani&ation ahoalt '- iat.rpoaed between it 
and the next of kin. 11allar psq• llan crown Ul' in th11 
and other countriea, bat to tile ~ fll ., lmowle4te tll11 
1s the tint 1roup wh1ob llu •• pt tile uae ot an Clllltataadinl 
Allerican' s naae . 



- 2 -

It 1a _, own op1a1oa, baoed upon tb• aoo.Wbat t~••­
aentary 1nto~t1on ebiob I now ~?• , that 1t 1ou continu• 
ao honorary pr•a1d•nt 10u ar• 11k•l1 to r • o•1?• turtbar 
co.municationa tr~ aeabera or the &roup or tro. the next 
ot kin or aoldlera who were burled OYer• .. • · 

I ab&ll 1-..diat•lT tonra rd 1ou &111 further intoJ"Mtion 
eonce rn1n& thia oraan1ut1on Which •• are a ble to 4•••1op 
tbrouch additional 1D?•atication. 

81ncerel7 7oura , 

~ p P::tt=t• =-----
ftob•rt P. Patt•raon 

Seeretat'7 ot War 
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'l'be abaTe eHeo1at1an baa beea ~·~ with t he ebjeot 
or enli sting the eyapathiee ef 1DtirtC\la~ -Bet«1ane w11111l8 te 
untertlllre t he •per ee-nel oa:re ·ef ene en ee?erel graT .. of .t.ertae 
SoUi ere who tie« 111 thi.e part of the werU ~ng t he great 
battles for t he Rh1ne i n 1944/1945. • 

'l'he · partioular Oeeetery we are i nter eat eC i n 1 11 oalleC 
llEIIRI-QIUP!LL.E.I t ie in !lelstan terrtttry not t ar tra the geraan 
fronti er ant aituatet appron•tetybetween' LISGE(Belgi.ua) ~ 
AACHBR(GeraanT)• 

About is.ooo Allerloan Solf1ere are burtet there. 
' ihe •Go~at~ere•;ao we oatl our aeabera,untertake to 

lay flowers on the graYeo"ao etten~~. poe8fble,to rto1t th .. at 
least enoe a aonth,anl to take jiaturee of t he graTea whioh the7 
forwart · te· t he faailies of t he Ceoeeeet in the Statee tbua teeti~ 
-fyi.n& to th .. ae beat ta.,. oan that their CaoealeC trte-nt,ooa, 
buebant or eweetheart ie not toraotten or a~one«,but that 
loTing banta eDieaTour,However faablT te e1snif7 t he appreciation 

• -~' untyi.ng gratituh whioh we Belgfaiie ~feel for the whale sene­
-roue Aaeri~an l a t i on anc •or• portioularly fer the b~• fell ... 
who gan their all ant l aiC Cewn their l iTee te •••• the -ller 
neti one of Burepe tr .. o,.raee1on,epcl1at1on 8DC elaTery. 

bpertmoe,:rr.. lettere reoeiTe«,hae alre .. 7 ehna •• 
t hat our efforts are eppreoiate«,ant that the relat1Yea of the 
teoeaeeC are eeneible to our efferte,aDI are glaC te raoeiYe .... 
u ... oanoendq the laet reetin« plaoe ef their loYe« anee. 

lee«leea to eay eur attention• are ent1rely ._luntar,r 
ant free.lo reauneratien et aJiir kinA ie u:reot .. or wnl.A 'lie 

·~~------------------~ 
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L ' ' · · .11',_ ~ nate that ear ••-•ti., werl'a la ~­
with,..,. with t h o anro1'al at th o .IIIIIUQ4114111A'I'B& aiCil-..tioJ · 
COIOIA!III,who with t h o ut•n oour\8117 -••'NIIIr h ,.t u 1JI huoh 
with t h o r-.lll •• at t he h at aDI. ,. fllrn1.ah ... wi tb t boir ••tr••• 
so& ia the Stataa. 

t' ' r ' 

~eat U n u.r ot ~anamUng h hac••• ROJOIW!T PI!BSIDD'I' of our 

\aaao~iation.!ho ~• ot tho late Proei t ant at tbe Onitat Statea , 

hanklln D.P.OOSXVEL'I' ie baH in Yer'f hish !loneur in tbi a COWitrr , 
hi o untiaely toath wea hepl.y d elJico~'f .. ,...,. .. by UJI'f tbau­
-osnts,an• wo fool t hat your Jaao,it 'fOU wil l allew ue to uao it , 

•- uu lo11t oauiCarehlo •etP' \o•eur work, hath 1~ thia Ccuntrr 

au itr t ba .sta~••· 1 ., 

r v· On_llllllRIJ.L DAl ,.!lay ~tb,~ho ~ioan Arar organ1.aat 
r ollgioua ·~rrto~e in tbo ll'••~.r.,..,.uot .. 111 R-n Cathallo, 
Protestant '!!'' ~~will! Chaplaino1aDI. o11r -h1t1on wouU ho to 
arrango,for a . ~~uro ,ata~lar ~oroaony t o ho broa(oaotat 1n tba 
S~atea, tt>u~ o~bl1DC,_ t he . .laor+c'!" J'oaill!, w1 tb t h o nol -, of the 

-,toturo• . !• '!~• th .. to ra~Uao saao ~·~ o~ oantaot with tho 
srave a of tho (eparto(. .(• ) 

~· favor ot a rol!ly !"'t1ty111g your graoi ou• aoa..,tanoe 
of the aboro,requoo~ ~ ho greatly appraoiat .. bJ the Oo..tttt · 

. . ~t tho aboY.o ,a~aeo1at1qn. , 1 
, 11! ~og to ro¥1n ·~~· 

'fourB •••t ••• , •• ,~ly 

I 

I 

. v .. 
I •• ., I ~ • t • 

j !", r .. 
J 
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Ow· ... l) j oct in ri.tL.~ to y u, L t...ua_, i z t f3 ti~C -,r ~ .. u t. .~- e gr~,;.ut f hvow 
of -.;onso .. tin-2 t_ Uec1mCl ttJliJh . .n...C.. 1....:..-I.u.:....iT o f ot..r t...fls.,ci"'t.:on . .U.e 
n~m9 ot th~ l sye ?l~~tdij~t f the Unit~~ ~t..~t ~~ , Franklin~ . HO~v~V~T 
is .1 e l d in vory .t11)h t~onow: i r. tohl£ C<.)WJ.tr.. B1~ untim,_l y L&Ath .... os 
c.ce-ply t..n' Sincerely tti01.4I'DtlCI. U~ w.<n}' thOU$0./IC._. , n'- e t'oel tflb t your 
H .Je, if .Y•>u 'i:1 11 ... llo. us t.o U-O it , \ oul l o.;nC: C'!llls_c.or abla ,.t!1gh t ~o 
fJI..Ir .:urk , bo~jJ in t-.J. ... coUJ,tr~ LJ.n(.. in tl.~ bt4tas . 
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•••h•:rolo/~ o( lho Ora ... 
American Soldlera 

g,. . ..... . 
1000, Q,_t • .,. .. 

P"AVON·TROOZ (U ... ) 

lladu, 

we viJii~ed their Grevu regularly,lai<l flowere on 

them and or~&e<l ~ligioua MAaorial Servicea in tho Oeao~err. 

\ID1'onunatel;v tor aome reaeon which we have not 

been able to fatb .. our activitiea became tbe ob3e-' of iDqui­

-riea on the pan of tbe Local Aaerioan Authoritiea,&Dd,worae 
.I 

al~bougb ;vou bad graciouel;v conoented to be~oae Honorarr Pnai-l 
-dent of our Aaaociation ;vou bave now l GUD4 ~t aao~aaar;v to 

wi.thdraw ,.~ aut horisation.In abort we appear t o have beo•e 

suspect to the Aaerioan powere that be ,which ccaea aa a verr 

Wlpleaaant eurpriae to ua ,aa we have never pureued aD3 but 
;. 

ent erely diaintereatod mot1vea in our work. 

we heve inquired aaveral tiaea aa t.o the nature o.f 

the d1atl'\Ult which we f e l t. growing around ua,even rrca ;voureelt 

but we only got vague and unaa'Uafactoey rep.lieo ~o our Jl•'!net 

.ll&jor LI.IJ!: of the American Grevu ~giat.ra1:1on C•-

1&nd told ue in the oouree o:l' an interview that there hac1 bean 

ruaoure of caa.ero1al exploitation of org&Disat.iona a1a1l&r to 

oura, but thet. oure appeared to be the beat oonduotad ,bolt -

nevanhelua received &DOther call fr• ar llJla! llll'tilCX the Bllpar 

-intendant o:l' IIIIIUti-CIIAPELLE CI!IIE'r!UtX aoo•panbd b;v Kr DrZ118 



th8 BeJ.gian Civilian Director of the -,who wiahed to lai.OW IIIMthe:r 

we were ra&ll,y anti Uoc1 to uee your -• ao Honorary pzoedeioa't ... 

woul d never heve been gu.itlr .r the ¢evoue aiatake of uaiAC JCZ 

exalted name unaanetionac1. 

In our opinion n nre d oinc no a ero than a graoi... oc t 

of grati"tuda to the ....,.bora of tbe Aaerioan .u.iaa anc1 Motion aJid 

we are doapl,y pained at the 11W1p1ciol1 which ••- to hove ~ 
activitioa.we may a ay that .. heve received auabero or lott.ro rr .. 
the J!AMTw.TJtS in the S'XAl:ES of clooe aaad Soldiero tal.J.on in thia COWl­

-try, th8.Dl<i11g ua in touohinc WI'IU tor tho wort< n wore eioinc &114 

tor t he news ,.. a re able to give thea conce rninc tho Laat Hootillg 

Place of t heir Daad. 

In view of tho prooent poai tiOI1 , &114 ao tho Alurican WA.H 

OFt'ICE n ow de cline to give uo tho hC1118 addroaaao or thoao intoroa­

- t od in the llre.vee we try to fil>d u<>ti'Al:HERS t ar we hove de ... d it 

necessary to wind up our Ocami two wbiob we did at a general maotillg 

held in April 2Jr<1 194'/. t'hio rooolution "!ll not prevent ua . .e ither 

tram at t ending peraonally to the Orave a we hava adapted nor tra 

e orreapondillg with the Helativoo in t ha Statoa,witb aoveral or 

wham conditions of tri.endobip hove gr-n up. ... •. 
oe are addreaeing tbio l etter t o y ou beeauee we cannot 

very well offer our reoignation to our awn aelvea. 

we beg to intom you that all our ARCHIVES are t ied 

up in bundloa,eigned and ooelod by t ho ••mbera ot the Coa.ittao 

aD<1 will be proao.w.<l by our l:roeourer Jlr Pi erre VIV.I.ER at tho 

a bove addrosa where they will be hold at y our diopoeal t or inapoo-
1 

- tion by ~ properly appointed poroono. 

we are deeply grieved at tho .u.piciouo view taken or 

our acUvitiea bu.t our lll.!A'J!E.!'(JL thOU&hto tewardo th8 H&ljQJ.C llKAD, 

and our Al'rZC'ri01fA1'E S'!lll'A11!t w1 t h their l'AIIILIES reaain unaltoroc1. 

Before n clooe tbio latte r n would like to otato 

that in e very cue where Belgian J!oailie o aoll:od to be put into 

touch with tha Helativoo in tho Statoo we inva:riobly drew their 

at tention t o our oiroular which oti~o that all our liotirt•uo 

were ontrifrely diointereotod ODd f ree lolld: - that all our ._bora 

I 



..... atrictlJ' proh1b1t.cl traa 81tb8r d..aJid~ or a ooepUq 
~AHa..., 

againat .... 

We trv.at yw .till appreciate eur poeiUon ancl OIU' 

deep regret at fincliJIC that OIU' ohar1 'table andeavoure ..... 

interpreted aa covering aercantile aotivea. 

we beg to reae1n 

Preaideart, 
are ~ eanna T.L V!Eit 

1- ~w7' 
Viee-Preeiclent, ( 

lliea Simone PilfAJW 

~ 
BDglieh S.oretartaa, 

M:iaa Olp TOUSSAIII'r 

0 • ffrVIU ' t · 
~ST 

a:-bera, 

Prenoh Secretary, 
IUaa Uhblaine JJUl!O!S 

IUaa ~SC!mt 
rJ;1;. 

Aaa t ~reuurer, 

llr ~ oeeph CJ.J0'1' 

Jj.£--;> 
11r u~;;.?~ 11r ~HAY 11r ~ 

r ~?fP!)-~~ 
P. S. - A letter of identical 1aport hu been farwarclecl 

bl:r hd.a.ya aa1l. to the tollDWU>g: 

l)~he WAX OYFICB in eASHIKUTaM 

2)l'he .llllii.SSA.IIOI! of UIIUIW S'rA'tES in B.KJSSKLS 

))Col-1 ~OIIJJSO.II to •J..G. R.c.• in LIIU! 

4 ):rha l!IIWJO-u:BRICJ.ll J.SSOCLUIOII 



. . . 
A oopt .t t• eAOloeeca oirO\IJ.&I' ... &lee e44neM4 te Ll our Jfea'bera. 

--' 



•• "-l ........ To•lloo 
•• SoW.to o\Ja4ricoiM 

Ood(•lherwhlp o( lhe Groou 
o( lh• Dcod America" Soldlrrt 

OHI•'"•• tOOt, a,_, • .._. 
PA4YON·T " 00 Z CU ... ) ...... _ ....... .. --· -.-. 

.. 

...... o·T-, .1'~ <-' & <?.,.,4. -·--- ......... , ....... 

1JI ... .... '/ 
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