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THI: STATil UNIYaMITY CW IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

Augua t 13, 1947 

MY dear Mrs. Roosevelt! 

Next year, as part of our General !ducatlon 
pr ogram here at lowa, it shall be my p leasure 
to pr eside over a course for seniors in the 
Liberal Arts college wh i ch Is t o deal wltb the 
great national and Interna tional Issue s fac ing 
the American people . It will be a one-year 
course and wi ll be offere d wi th the coope ration 
of a number of our own faculty members from the 
social studies area and a gr oup of lecturers ~o 
are directly concerne d with the problems to be 
di scussed . Two or t hree weeks will be devoted 
to t he cons ideration of each major quest i on . 
The course will be organlted In such a way as to 
challenge s uperior s tudents Who have completed 
a substantial amount of s t udy In the social 
sciences . 

--

,, 
~ , .. 
~ -1 would appr eciate it very much If you would help ~ ' 

us In t he planning of this course by llatlng what ~ 
you consider to be the twelve most Important ~ 
Issues In national !Wid international affairs at ~ "" 
the present time. 1 am asking a number of other ~ , 
leaders In adul t education, buslnen, labor and /,1 J/: ' 
public affa irs to cooperate In this way. If you ~~~ 
are Interested, 1 shall be

0
happy to send you the ~ . ~ 

results of my Inquiry . .,. ~ ~ ) 

'NI th best personal regards, 1 am -~ ' ~ -~ 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevel t 
~de Park, 
New Yor k · 

!.;~·~E~ i ~~ , , 



I om afraid I do no; know enough 
~ndere;nnd just what you want. 
I thi nk wo had bettor walt unt 
talk wlth you 0001e tloo when 
Wash . 
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Till /lUIS MA IAl/111 101 1111 /IAT/011'1 

1017 Ut• ITIIIT, N. W:" 0 WAIIIIHOTON f , D. C. 

WtU IAM N. t.t.•nu. Jl . .. ,.,, ~ ... ~ 

~ 
:1r s . Eleanor Roo sa vel t 
Apart:oent 15- A 
29 llashington Square , West 
New York 11 , N. Y. \t1~ 
Dear ~d's . Roosevelt: ~ \]" 

Many thanks for your very kind efforts to ssist" 
us in providing reading material for our new magazine 
HA!IDICAP. 

I enjoyed reading the splendid article you pre­
pared but then had to taka on the position of the hard 
boiled editor who put the article on his desk and 
remarked "this . ..,asn 1 t the kind of s tuff I ..... anted" . 

It was ~y thought that in your pos i tion you could 
generalize on the natiom'licle situation as it concerns 
t he physically handicapped, that is , both the veteran 
and civilian band.icappcd v.roup . o>uch thin[ls as the 
need for improved educational benefits for young chil ­
dren a nd for improved rehabilitation efforts on the 
part of tne States involved i n such programs . 

I think the last war has taught us that unprepar­
edness in our rehabilitat ion efforts were realized 
when wounded ve t erans reached our hospit3ls and subse­
quently returned to civilian life , r ortunately , however, 
this situation has awakened ~he entire country to the 
need of gett i ng action for all the physically handica~ped 
and it is gra~ifying to learn that the States are awaken­
ing to this fact . 

Some effort has been exerted to impress upon employ­
ers the need to employ handicapped veterans and civilians 
bu t it is disappointing to learn thet after a yearly drive 
iS conducted , ficures concerning employment or the handi­
capped dropped off in larre numbers . In other words , 
programs should be designed eo that a year -round program 
is in effect and that a one month intenaified drive can 
actually take place in every month of the year instead or 
the ono month per year idea that nov; exieta. 

I 

, 
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I read your article to about 100 men at \~altar Re ed 
Hospital and asked them for their o,inion, and it boils 
do>m to th i s . 

The ave r age disabled vet eran feels that he al r eady 
has received too much attention and that millions of other 
handicapped persons could and should benefit by legisla­
tion and othe r efforts to improve the status of the handi ­
capped of the nation. Sinco many of them are back to 
civ i l i an life , they feel that only by a coordinated effort 
they can be restored to a normal position in life and that 
by functioning as veterans they can only benefit a small 
c roup and then , perhaps , can antagonize the other handi ­
capped persons who are not as fortunate as the veterans 
have been i n getting the expert care which was provided 
i n our military hospitals and Veterans A~inistration fac­
ilities. 

Your words carr y a lot of weight with these veterans 
and with the handicapped people of the nation and any­
thing coming f r om you is extremely important to them aod 
to the officials who administer aid . 

I know that you are awfully busy and I hesitate about 
bringing up the matter again, but I do hope you can sD&re 
just a few minutes of your time to reconsider the matte~ 
and approach the subject on a nationwide scale effecting 
all handicapped groups . 

l:any thanks , again , ~<nd with kindest regards and best 
wishes , I remaL~ , 

.. ~~~ 
W~~ayne , Jr. 

\fflB : hta 
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Januar:r 10 , 1917 

!ly e onr llr , 1li)J1II I 

I lfll oor r :r 1 non not ..-lte 

o long e.rt \ ole far your !llf.l{;u:!1nn , ~ 

1 hop" the •nol o• •O· moJ holp n llt tl• · 

Very clnoerel.l' ,..,,..., 
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1017 U .. ITIIH. N. 
WILLIAM N, IATNI, II, .... ,, 

Kra. Bl.e&oor iooMYelt. 
fb'd.o P&!'lc, Jn Jorl< 

o..r llro. Roo..-..J.t • 

e WAININOTON f, D. C. e NATIONAL HIO 

CB 1 April 1916 - the tl.rat dii,T or .., - ar., ... '"-t n lalter - -
I •• - of }'OI>l' auato at the llbito BouM, - ,.... wro -.,. \he 
Ql" CJ.ub of the "'r1Dpd Ylot0%'7" out. 

I - to la1ter - to Mrn in tbo rrrit&U- IDtomati<ID ...S 
iciuo• tiOD oootioo. llllrinl that period I ,__,_ - ·- the -.--. 
aD:! the ditticultiu or the - wbo wro cl1oablod. P'oD•111 tlllo oam.oo 
I wot to tl>l Voter....., .ldloin1atrat1oo u Cbiot, -.u\i<ID ...S lldaoati<ID 
lll.rtoion or the Proothetio Appll&nooo 5ol'91oo. !.a -~~ I roac-ct !rca 
that pooition to at&rt • .....t.b]Jo - ........ r ... - -o&ppocl -
tho d.rtlian and tbe ......ui\o.r)'. 

IC1 dooioion to -till• t:1o1d ot: r.portinc _. '1lr'oaPt oo llir a 
daol.ro to prortda tl>l -oappod. 'Cl\11 into,.tioa tbq oliaald b&ft1 
rogo.rdin& tho octl:ritioo ot: tbeir -oipolltioo, ot&too ...S t ho 
D&tion&l _.,..,_nt, I .tbink \he .,. .... ou help to oone u o aloarin& 
bouM aD:! aloo bo in the pooi\i<ID o of!oril!l & - - Ml'91oo. 
In odditioo to tbe ,.... t:rca the -.-to -ioo I w1U pobl1ab 
&rtic1oo ot intoroot ·- other clloobl.od peroooo ...S tbodr "'"-'" to 
got aloac in tbe world, ,.... ot: tbo IWY~o ot: Yariou aide 
and into-tioa abou\ tbo ,..,.,_nt' o ot:t:orta to aid in pl&oilll tbo 
b&ndicopped into wortlnlbilo jobo. 

Tho tirot ioiOUo w1U aw-r in hbruar7, -'it w1U o-.1n 32 -·· 
It will oont&in tbo &mmal roport ot: tb& Ot:tioo ot Yooatiooal 'olr:M »iattOD 
and a otol)' about ito aotirttioo ODd pl&D&, & r-rt ot \he rooalto 
te"-Uabod, ndional}7, in tl>l 19116 "llilplOT t bo Plliroioall7 -""ppod -· 
A report oo tho lell.q ~tteo•o t:iD&l report to~ ODCI a r-
ot ito findiac• onr & two 7M1' periOd. Barolcl llu&ol1 ...S lllo port in 
tho .,... 110'0'10)' "!M Boot Joan of Cor Lt"''"• w1U bo writ\en 11p ...S the 
act1Yitiee ot a bU.nd .an in Ia-a, who bU Uftd. a .u.oouar.J. ute 1a 
political lito, w1U be pro- tor -., interoot ol&nto. 

Wal~or -·• now bo&r1ac clinic 'C1ll bo proNntod alq 'Clt.h tho 
CQ~~Plete V.terut ~Rnt.ioD1a art.1tio1al u.b pranr to pi'GCI'a 
.,.,mtttnc a troa cboioo ot appliaDoea. Dr. llaaol&r, - 'IIOrlt tar tbo 
1&'7 in oinoplutic ro..roll ODd cret; '1o oarpl)' w1U p...- 011 
article rol&U,. to lllo findil!lo ot &riirttioo IDil1l • - ~bo -'-7• 
He ia ,_ a -.lt&ot tor ora. ...S b1o ~ liz -·• trip 1o paolcod 
tall of intarut.i<ID ot tnteron to etWI'*\r r - .- U.. bodo&ppod. 
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. 
I thilll<, too, tbat lire. .l'wldAe .s.pt. be prnaillld - to ~ an arUcle. S.r -.-.etiODe ~ ~- ;rMre ~be .. .......,.. ..... _. to tile att.Dtica at: ""r"l c1Y1- • ~ -d-
U .,_ ~ PNI'W to dj.- tloe I IMll'J' at: aa U'Ucle w1\b • _ ,. at: tbe .tau, I aoald """- lor ov Ill'. r.rr,. O'lleill to call._ 7"" at - h.tllft date. It \llat la' \ _ _,.,., I do ~lope 7"" .,.,. pi'OY!.da ... with • no.y. 

WUb - tbaalte &lid with ~n pe..-1 reprda, I .-a. 
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I ha•e Ju llt lle-"l fit tile new usa&llle, a..Alup, 

whl.oh u to be publlahe4 111 the 1lltereau or lrae pl.alr -

'reterM• up to datft, paPUftllll'17 \:liMa who haw - 011t 

fit the ,...,. .-1121 •- ,.,_leal balldloap , ~ •• pal'Uftl .. 

'rt torane, tlrllt or all , nu4 trallllllg .ln !low to 8'1' oa 1ll 

the world wlth the leaot 41tt1oul t7 oooaaloned 'b7 their 

partloular hnndloap , 

llo~ ooaea the que atlon or aarn111C a 11•111S• It 

theJ were ln eoee 1<1114 or W~rl< before the war 1n nloh thar 

- oontlnue 01111• ther heYe ••tared bow to a4Juat th•aelna 

"' ( , 1n •law fit the p_.loal hllll41onp . that .. ul preeeat 

.,., llUle 4lrt1ftlty, Ir, bllowe.,..,., thar haft to be 

retlra lne4 and gl•c a new el<lll, or an eaUrelr 41ttereat 

•pe or e du ... t lon, the there u • long pall, tlrat to 
4 

""'-• prepared and that le ott& the hardeat part, beoauae 
t 

tlle7 haYe to 0011ba t a tear t ha t thar wlll not . be able to 
1 

do • aood Job and 1t ,,., , .... p...,a11e4, u ~d prewat 

""'- trOll a okiJic the ,. .... ...., ertort to be-e wrr ,.fil l 

prep~~red. 

tile - •• .. ~ -...na, tile e«wauoa fit -. 

a~~ployor eo he wlll '- wllllllg to eaplOJ han41eappa4 wtarana 

attar tl'e7 ,_,. been tra1,.4, 

It ••- to • that atlltea 1\11! loo11.llt1ea han no• 

onlr m lntereet lllot • obllcatloa to -perato rith the 

f ederal ._ .. olae and with ra:r prlftte ... nolee, 1n 'I'Ol'k1Jlc 

on n e l')' poeal'llle aasl• fit ••••-' rehAbllltatloe. 

llorel')' •n who 1e a1>1e 1D lilula le lllaeel.t, t eele ..... , 

Uta 1e -~~ wor .... ri .. , •4 lt '- ... nep a J~ - .U. 

u 111.1ell PA7 u a well ... , lie wlll •t IIII1J' be aa ueet te 
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u. ooC~~~Un1t)' blot u ... allr a oUlun or •nJ' II1P \J'pe • 

.. ha l~arned that b1a gofti'DM.. L8 dotllg __ .. _ ,_. 

hill &all ln r"et\IJ'Il he wUl """' Cha t BOY,.._., to fiiMtl• 

'fliP .. e 'benet1t or other ol tl&ono , •4 he wUl .... to ~ 

'- lla oan ~Uo1pate u a onlun liD Upl'on u. 

appointed to do wort: wUh tbe ., • ..,. ... 1n ..,. tleld, oould 

,. -tent to elt bas .-ttl •t <IPelop tholr Jobo lnto • • ­

thlll& thnt ehowod t!UIC1blo ronlt• tor t •·e 'han<l1eoppo4 

Yeterane. !ha t •ao .,. - reel ~11\lnt asalnet ~ 

alt'l'l-'7 eo•lttee appointed In lito 1\ate fit lin rort:. 

1 el.PlJ' ooul<l not • .,., anJ'Whttre &nJ' ..,.ldenoo ot ... lr 

-..etto1nl aotione. 

I hope t he t lnetead or t orgettln(( what ww owo 

'llaflel,o.ppod Ye\ero.ne Whlob L8 what bnpp&ned atter the 

rtr•'i Ywl<l War , -• 1ft! _., p&ople nll beooM 

l noreaelqflJ' ooneolo ... ot Clle need tor aaltlng llte worCII 

Whllo '1.1'1'1118 to all h- belngtl where lt L8 poeelblo to 

'dlj eo~ lfo ebould .. .,_. sl•• up tbe ettort to lllpro•• 
the lot or llloee w thrlii!B troe eo• klad ot handleap 

c ... -• ot tbe paet .. .,. • 

• •• 

• 
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l '-" JU& .._. fll .. .. I dN. ' ' ' ••• 

tt 1M ,uu-.. sa a. sa•• .r ._...._ ,.._ 

sp w 4aw, perUnlu'l7 tMM • .... •• ... II e. -
nu. - ••u.t lluU..,_. _ .... ...uc• ,... s, tsrn 
.r all, .. _. tH111U. sa Z t1 ... • sa .- .-1• •• e. 
lsad 41ttl-.1- He&s1su4 "' thlr ,..Usdu> IIIMlNPo 

lsn -s tM ca-sU• fll -~ a u. ... u.. Ir 

.,..,. wvo lll - lr.1all fll -'! IMtws as - lll 'llll1sll ..., 

- ._UIIl'S edS Ul57 llaft •sw .... ~ W s4Jut . a.Ml'I'SS 

• w u 111 'I' los .r ells ptqs/!!!, lladlMP, *' sU1 ,..,,... "trT 

l1Uls 41tt1SSU70 Wt .ti~ tll57 Mft ts 1M PStralas4 ... -',_ 

s "" skill , sr u au ... ]T 41tto..,. ,,.,. fll s4waUft, tMa 

tlltre h a l eas psl~1rst ts bew• prspar,. tiMl tllat ls .rt. 

W. bar4es\~oauso llt'l'l w OHba' a tear Uatt ~111 .. , 
yo ~ ~ ,., <(ItA .__ 

be Able ·'~Li!-b1.ftllole~ tsari\..U ... .,., .. , ,.._ 

tros~?.~ ftrJ' •11 ... .,...... 

!be •-• tolls MD llu'Gs, U.S ...,.,lea st tilt 

eaplo7er so· bs e1ll bs s1ll1JII \ s •pls)' .....-J.espps4 "''" • 

attor t he7 ban be.. \r&1Jlo4. 

I\ •- ts • \ba\ 111&\os u4 lssallUot lla9e Mt 

olll7 .. lator ss\ ""' • s~scausa ts _,...., Slt:ll a. t,....al 

....,olu u4 sUb 5117 Jll'lftts ... U1H, sa Wl'lliaS .. ~ 

poes1bls &IIClo .r •••sr-• ..-.w .. u ... 
IY.z7 - sbo ll .atls ts Ma'1s .. tntlt fOils aat 

MPS I 

llts 1s _. _,_, U•ll~Ckt .., - ..a llesp a Js11 _. _. • 

• 

nab Pt7 .,•,,u - 1 ~ sU1 •• 5lllJ 111 a •'" te a. "--'" 
"' analq a oUUoa st a .,.,. liSP .,._,._ M. ..., 11..-.... tllat 

Uas IOfti'B-li ll .. 1111 -tldll t .. Ida .. sa NM& ... WlU 
• • 
..- .... , ..--•" -tsaa tw a. t~~a•n•., ..-



... 

o1t1zon1, &14 he Will ...­
r . 

o1t1&on .aA lMproYo 1t. 

• • • 

te bft Mw lie oa puoUo1pato u a 

I haw an .. Non *1• 11o ....t•1tanc1 11117 people 

appo1nto4 to 4D wort wU:k tile Yot .. anl 1D UlJ' tlol4, 00111.4 

be content to olt bao~ and not 4enlop tiiUI' Jobl 1Dto .... -. . 
thing tha t 1howed tang1blo ronlt1 ttll' the ban41oappo4 Yotozoano. 

i'hat wa1 •7 one real ooaplalnt agalDI' the a4Y1101"7 ..... snoo 
• .. I "'- . appo1nto4 1n thl 1tato ot ew .o.ozot. 1lapl7 oou14 DOt anpbeN 

.all7 ev14onoe ot tbell' bODotio1al aot1on1. 

I bope that lutoa4 ot torpUlnC what wo owo MDCU­

CII)ped Yeteranl whlah 11 wba ~ ~ned attozo the lal1i war, ..-o 

and aozoe people will beoo• 1101"0 811111 MI"O OODI01ftl ot tbe uo4 

tor aak1ng Ute wortll liviD« to all lwa• belngo wbezoo U 11 
~~ ' 

possible to Itt oo, ..._ wU!: nenr liTe up M. tile ettortf to 

1aprove tbe lot .ot tJioiO nttozol. troa loao t1D4 or Ju.D41oap 

because ot the pa1t war. 
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