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January 15, 1947

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt!

Kindly accept the attached Poem of my father's
as an expression of his love and admiration for
your hmsband, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. We, his
friends, cannot conseive the idea of his not being
with us in physical form, as neither do his ensmies
(so they claim to be) for I note they still speak
of him and his ideals as still being in active force-
and so will he and his ideals live and be a part of
us for many generations. How wonderful to have
placed such a part in world events and to live
deeply and serenely in the hearts of so many. Would
there be more liks him ~ bdut through his complete
understanding of the needs of all mankind may others
follow in his footsteps and create for us what was
originally intended the way we all should live and
inhabit this Earth,

A word picture of my father = he has just passed
his 78th Birthday and is of a very keen and active mind,
He often reiterates that he has kept himself young by
being a very liberal minded person (mot radically and
that fis only those whose minds are blocked by reaction-
ary trends of thought, thereby precluding any new ideas
along lines of progress, who grow old before their time.
He has during his lifetime composed many poems - has
never done eaything more with them that either jot
them down on pmper or retain same in his mind - quoting
when the occasion demands. Am enclosing one of his
latest entitled "Beantiful Thoughts”,

Sincerely,

Nres. Mildred Holmes



¥What memorial we fashion,of hlu- or of stone,

Is ms sysbolic as the ideals by which you are
I ; ;

Yor ::l spirit in .In.: in mm?_'ru of today

Tho' your physical form is mnow away

Amid the Flowers, the Grasses, the Tree and the
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lives are brightensd in remsmbering you.

Harry 5. Bewsll




Beautiful thoughts leave their impress behind

For they are stored in the subconscious =ind

Bemtiful thoughts let us cultivate them

Until this Earth has a new race of men

For Beentiful thoughts with thelr skyline of blus

Bring heaven itself nearsr to you

Nearer to you is the 1life you desire

Naprer to those ideals to which you aspire

Nearer the time when you will be free

From the svils that now are encompassing thee

Hearer the dawn when your dreams will be real

When each new aspirmtion you feel

Will be blended together and thelr bamners unfurled

To make this a more wonderful and besutiful world.

A world in which there is something of worth

Above the materisl things of this earth

A something of worth above its mere size

A something of worth we can’ gimsp ms a prise

A gomething of worth that will make the heart sing

Like the song of a bird ms it soars on the wing

For it's the epirit of song that brightens the way

That straightens the path you travel today

That will shorten the space between the rungs as
you climb

Up the latter of life to that ideal of thine,

And then when it's o'er and the goal has been won

There's another awaiting in the 1ife that's to come.

Harry 8. Sewell

4376 -28th St
San Francisco, Calilf,
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