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COMITt INTI!INATIONAL 
•• LA 

CROIX-ROUGE 

Kadaa, 

~o International CaDiittoo ot tho Rod Croaa 
in Genova, 'llhich il l1etod aaona tho noJ>-govormaental 
organizations (oatogOrJ Bl in consultation with tho 
Uni ted lations EconOOiic and Social Coonoil , has tho 
privilogo ot receiving the documents published b7 the 
ins titutions depending on that Council, and tollowa 
w1 th tho greatest intereet tho mootinga of tho Ca.Lia­
eion on Human Rights, of which you are Chairman. 

:Prom 1 ta TerJ boginninge t ho International 
Committee, which waa tho founder of the ontiro Rod 
Cross movement. hae constantly striven to secure the 
prot ection ot t he human individual, eepooially in 
t ime of war, and worked towards tho development of tho 
international humanitarian Conventions. 

In thi s t1old, tho chief tau of tho Coa-
mi ttoe has baan tho preparation of draft Conventional 
thi s applios particularly to tho Genova Oonvantione, 
tho f i r s t relati ve to tho roliof of wounded and 1iok 
of &rlllioe in t h o field, and tho aooond oonoorni.n41 
treatment of prieonora ot war1 thoao qrocenh ae 
revieod or signed in tho yoar 1929, woro 4uri.JI& tho 
recent war a moane of a&Yin& tho l1veo of 10&117 llilliona. 
A f urther d.ratt Convention for tho pnrpo1o of attor41JI& 
protootion to oivili&nl in wartime waa ondor1od 1n 1934 
by tho lTth International Rod Cro11 Contorenoo which 
mot at rok;yo1 thi1 Draft rroaty lw1 boan plaood on tho 
qonda of a Dipl011at1o Contor.,co oonvonod b7 tho Swiu 
Pod oral Government at thO' ..,og1nni.JI& of t ho yoarS3.940, 
but u.ntortu.natoly adj ourned owin& to tho olltbroQ: ofs:; 
hoat111 t1o1. ' iS !fi 

Kre. Bloanor Rooaovolt, 
Chairman of tho 0-.l.eoion on liaan ti&hh 
united lationo Oraaniaatioa 
l.AD..SUCOBSS, 
• .,...York 
u.S.A. 
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.l.t tho oloae of the recent war, tho Interna.­
tionel Coaai ttu ... till& ill co-operation w1 th Govor~~~~ante 
and National Rod Croee Sooietiee, undertook to prepare 
the revision of the Geneva Oonvontione and the conola­
aion of a new International freaty for the aatosuard of 
civilians ill wartime. 

The In tern:ationel c~ ttee baa noted with 
tho deepest satisfaction the taek undertaken by the Com­
mission of the united Nations over which yo~ preside, 
namely the drattills of a ~voreal "Bill of H~ Rishta•, 
and it has considered with tho sreatoet attention and 
sympathy the drafts which have already bem eetabllabad 
to that effect. Many of the princi ples now be111& placed 
on record are informed w1 tb the same epiri t and the s•e 
ideal which have inspired the Red Crose in all ita acti­
vities. 

.i'or thia reason therefore, tho International 
Committee of the Red Croaa wo~d be extremely ~P7 if 
it wore enabl ed to participate as an observer ill the 
moetillgs of the next Sueion of the CODLal.aaion on ~~~ 
Right s, which 1o d~e to meet ill Geneva. dlll"i.n4! the couae 
of December. 

I rema.in, 

reapeotf~ly, 

·.M~!I"l111E.~t 
r the Praeida.ncy of the 

International COIIIIi ttee of the Red Oroea. 

Madame Eleanor ROOSEVRII.r 
Preaidonte de la Oommieeion dee Droite do l'Hom~~e 
Organiaation doe Natione-Uniea 
Lf.t;Suoym E a a-On a 



COMITt INTERNATIONAL 
al L A 

CROIX-ROUGE 

lhnho, 1a ' nOYOilbro 1947. 

Teraion :trppaif! 

Kadamo la Pr~aidento , 

La COIIli te international do la Croix~UC•, 1t. 
Uonevo, qui tisuro p~ loa or&aniaationa noo-&OUYo~ 
nemontaloa (cat~sorio B1 on conaultation &Yoo lo Oonooil 
econoaiquo et eocial doe I ationa-Unioe, rogoit lt. co ti­
tre 1& dOOtllDODtation emanant doe inati t UtiODS depend&Dt 
de oo Coneeil at auit avoc un iDterlt tout particulior 
lea travau.x de la COIIUiiaaion dea Droita de l•BOIIUD.e,pla­
c~e sous votrs haute pr~sidence. 

Le Comite international , en e!tet, f olldatour 
de l ' oeuvre de la Croix-Rouge, n'a ceas&,depuie son 
origine, de vouer sea etforte A la protection de la 
personne humaine, principalement en tempe de guerre,et 
de t ravailler au devoloppament doe ConYantiona humani­
taires internationaloa. 

Dans ce dernior domaino, sa priDoipalo oouvro 
a ete !'elaboration de Projota de Convention, notamment 
pour lea Conventions do Gon~vo (amelioration du ecrt 
des blesses et doo maladoo dana loe armeoo en oapa,sno, 
trai tllllent dee priscnniora do s~>orro) qui, ai&neoe 011 
reviseas on 1929, ont ate, au oours du dornior oontlit, 
l a aauvegarda do millione do Viotimoo du hootili tea. 
Un projot de Convention, relatit 1t. la protootion doe 
civile en t .. pa de suorro, adopt e on 1934 lt. tolc1o par 
la IVo Contarenoo intemationalo do la Oroix.-.B.o~~&o , 
avai t ~t~ porte lt. l' ordro du jour d • uno Cont~renoo di­
plomatique quo lo Gouvornomant &uiooo avait oonvoqueo 
pour lo d~but do 1940 ot dent la suorro ViDt aalhouro~ 
samont ajournor la reunion . 

lladamo Elomor ROOSEVEII.r 
Pr~sidonto de la Oommiooion doo Droit• do l'Haa.o 
Orsanioatian doo !ationa-Unioa 
Lf.a-S~oyo" 
E ate-On e 
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A l ' issue du dernier contlit , le Comit' inter­
national de la Croix-Rouge a entrepria, avec le concoura 
des Gouvernemente et des Soci~t'• nationalaa de la Croi~ 
Rouge, de pr,parer la r evision des Conventions de Gan~ve 
et la conclusion d 1 un accord nouveau prot'saant lea oi­
vile en temps de guerra. 

Le Comi te international a salue avec una grazr. 
de satisfaction las travaux entrepris par la Commission 
des Katione-unies que vous presidez tendant ~ la redac­
tion d ' une RDeclaration internationals dea Droits de· 
l ' HammeR et il a prie connaissance avec autant d'att.n­
tion que de sympathie des projats d~~~ rediges dans ca 
sene. Nombre des principes en voie d elaboration proc~­
dent en effet du m8me esprit et du m8me ideal qui ont 
1nspir~ l a Croix-Rouge dans t oute eon oeuvre . 

Aussi, l e Comit~ international serait-11 :tort 
.aeureux de pouvoir participer, en qualit~ d'observateur, 
aux travaux de la procbaine session de la Commission des 
Droits de l'Homme qui doit se reunir ~Geneva au moie de 
dec embre procbain . 

Veuillez agreer, Madame la Pr~sidente, avec 
!' assurance de notre haute conBideration, l'expression 
de nos sentiments respactueux. 

Pour la Presidenca du 
Com! t~ international de la Croix- Rouge 

Kartin BODMER 

Vice- President 
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