


’a %L EZJ}TA!

L 11 Columbus Avenue

Harrington Park, H. J.
Sunday, June 29, 1947
rLHSONAL - Not for Publication

Mr, J. Leonar® Relnsch

¢c/o Temocratic National Committee
Hotel Mayflower

Washington, 7. C.

Tear Len:

I have just hear® the rresi‘ent Aeliver &n inspiring aA“ress before
the NAACP - speaking vy rudio from the Lincoln Mewmorail in washington,

I'm so sorry that he omitted what to me 1s an ilmportant thought:
ETJCATION,

I wish that he could have included the thought that all rasces and
all creeds in America - and particularly the youngsters - should
take every opportunity to ETUCATE themselves,

Some of my best en? Aparest friends are Negroes who have afforded
themselves every opportunity to become eAucateA. Most of them have
ha* to Ao it the har? way -- but it woulA haye béen so helpful if
the Fresi“ent ha” inclured this thought in his message to the country
tofay,

Perhaps he, or Mrs, Hoosevelt or Nave Niles gan further this t.hnl,i,ht.
in future messages to tue country.

I always have to close my letters to you with a "smile”l

I have Just started to learn Russlanl| Ever slnce the Foreign Ministers
Conference in Moscow recently, I have beep obsessed with the thought
that 17 Secretary of State Marshall ha? been able to talk Mreectly to
Mr, Molotov in his own language - without the aif of interpreters -

the conference woul” have been more successful. It coul” be that the
Ruseiane (the politichins, I mean) may never want to unerstand
AMERICAN thinking. Notwithstan“ing this pnlllﬁilitr, I want to be
prepared to talk Arectly to a Russian -~ whether he or she be a
politician or just a plaein Roosianl! Perhaps, then, I can be of

help to this wonterful American Way of Lifel

Bincerely, jnu-l.ll '

¢c: Mrs, Franklin 7, Roosevelt - Hyde Plrk/ (
Hr., mavis K, Ni -
v Niles The G. W. (Johnp§)|Jonnbtone

White House
Ex- ™irector Ra“io, Temocratic Natl
rammittes (1940 nnmmigﬂ]
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THE JOINT QOMMITYEN OF
PIEFLACED FERSOES AND POLITICAL NEFUGEES
Judscbergats, 8
» Germaag)
0. 8, Cosupation Lome Angiburg, Mugast B5-th, 1947,

he Joink Gommittes of Displagel Ferscos snd Felitical
muun_wmm,mmmm
v#hﬂmmﬂu-l“m#!-hw
Perscns and Tolitlcal Rafugess, has the honour of mbaitiing to
mtﬂ-tt-tiﬂﬁi-im_ﬂ-luifﬂ
patimalitios sad goncerning the resstilmant of Displesed Persces
and Folitioal Refugess.

Fesling that your syspatbeils undsrwtsniing of our position
]mHuumhﬂtrwru“mﬂlﬂlqﬁ,-ﬂ,h
the mame of ten saticpal groups dhad we are Tepresmiing, sod
alss in our perscosl name, the sxpressios of cur sinosrs gretitude
and of our moat profound ssbess.

Baliavs us to be,

Chisd of the Legal Beotiom.
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CONCERNING REAETTLEMENT OF DISFLACED FERBONE
AND POLITIOAL REFUCEES IN OERMANY AND ADSTRIA.

The Jeint Committes fer Displased Perssns and Pelitical
Refugess Tepressnting T00,000 persens seattersd threughsut Cermany
and Agstris wiskes te sxpress its prefeund gratitude and
spprasintion te the Governments of Westerm Hsmisphere and
sspeelally Se the Gevernments of the United Btates of America,
Orsat Britain apd Franoe as well as te sll Gevernmental,
Husanitarian and Oaritative Imstitutisns taking kesa lnterest in
the welief and selutien of the diffisult preblem ef Displaced
parssns and Pelitical Refugess., We are aware that witheut help
and pretestlen ef the Demsoratle Oevernments and sugecur given
ts us Shreugh the geod efflges of UNRRA and IRO, the Displaced
Fersens and Pelitioal Refugess oeuld net bave bad sorvived the
pressnt pelitioal and sosnomisal erisls f the Werld.

¥e alps reallize the soermsus diffisulties faslng the IRO
Organisatisa in trying te selve preperly this cemplisated preblem,

¥We nate with great satisfastion that the ressatly adepted
censtitution of the Intsrnatisnal Refugess Organisatien prevides
alse plamning te ressttls, in groups and individoally, Displaced
Perssas and Felitical Refugees vbo fer pelitical, seslal er
religisun yeasens cannet return to thelr mative esuntries. We
furthey gladly state that it alss prevides ts furnish them
assistanss tewards the attainment of thelr aim.

Newaver, recent svents in earrylng threugh the ressttle-
mant, whigh teek plaoe in Jermany and Austris, eempell the
Joint Qemmittes te draw the attentien of the Administratisn ef
IR0 a8 well as of the interssted Jovernmsatal, Humanitarisn and
Oaritative Imstituticns, te certaln faots whish, im sur eplolen,
are sentrary te the prineiples of the IRO ssnstitutien sad de
oet selnside with the primeiples of liberty and fresdem laid
sut in varisus statements of leaders of Western Demsoraqy.

Erssent status of ressttlement.
4.) Oertain Gevernmental Agencies of the ssuntries whe

lﬂuupl‘nﬂlvf-mnrutmlhhmtlnnllgl
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Cosupatienal Forces of Germany and Austris; by vhiesh the abaye
pamed Agemales sgquired & right te chesss frem the ranks of

D.Fs. the mest soitable individuals, physieally streng and sapable
te be ampleywd in the respsotive gsuntries,

Te sur best knowledge, up te this time have besn signed
agresments With OREAT BRITAIN, BELOIUN, FRANOE and HOLLAND,
Altheugh L% bas besn published in varieus samps of Displased
Perssns %hat this subseriptien i net esspulsery, sertain agsnts
f ths Lloterssted parties are intimidating D.Fs. that if & parsen
vhe is physieally fit and socceptable te the centresting party,
will yefuse %e jein the ranks ef prespective ressttlers, be or
she yuns the plak te be evieted frem the Assesbly Oenters and
deniled %he protection of IR0 (Eischstatt, Munieh, Dillingen).

Uosanitary and overorewised semditiens ian the Assembly
Osatars sg Well as peer feed and gnesrtaln futurs are very gread
stimulants %8 sverybedy physieally fit and ansvering the requirs-
mants of the sentracting party, to rush te the Offleces ef
salistamats in erder te be satersd io the Lists of prespesctive
resstilars.

Altheugh prefersnce is given te comarried men and vemsn,

& large pariien of married D.Ps. willingly subseribe te thois
prespestive ressttlement leaving thelr dependents bere in
Cermany ax dostrias.

Beme pouoiries engaging D.Fs. are making premises that in
the mear future the dependents oesprising wife, busband and miner
childsen will bave the peasiblility te jein the werking mesber of
the family (Qreat Britain, Belglum). Seme of them sngage enly
bachelors and spinsters (Hellsnd), Vhereas in mest cases, besides
vife and ehildren of the werking mesber, there are parents of
busband or wife, depending on the wages of the verking msesber, whe
passed the presoribed age and therefers are mst eliglble fer
ressttlement. In consequense, they are left hers io Germsany in
the samps with & possible grim perspective te be deomsd te land
in the pesrbouses of Jersany.

A goed portion of D.Fs, alresdy left for & nev destination
and ays sagaged in stabls work. The repsrts reashing this Oommities
from Belgium relate that eertain pereentage of D.Ps. sould oot

CRIGIMAL RETIRED FOR PRESE PRaTIoN



[oory? -3-

endure bhe styemoeus werk im the plts of Belglum. Te prevent sush
parscas frem sesklng anether mere sultable segupaties in sther
branches of industry, or in eases of persens refusiog for some
differsat ressens to be smpleyed Llu the selleries, they are
gathersd in the prison of Belgium and held thers t111 thers is an
socaslen or pesslbility ta send them back te Oermany.

¥We havye alse peports that ressttlers separated from thelr
families, have alresdy found nev mates in the new osuntry and
sbandsnsd thely wives, children and ether dependsnts bers in
Germany,

Tas resettlers brought te new places of resideoge have ne
peasibilisy vhatseever ts sxerelss thelr religleus practics. Thers
is oo isdgessent ceastraloing er eompalling the reseitlers by any
spiritusl fores te his or ber meral or sceial sbligations.

There are alss sems reperts that the lustrallas Gevernment,
being willing te have & esrtaln pertien of D.Fs, in semmen with
ether gevernaants, is contemplating to take the men and leavs the
families behind up te sush time when tha werking and bousing preb-
leas will be deficitively selved. '

B.) A essrtain part of Displaced Fersems and Pelitical
Refugees having ln oversgas seuntries (mostly in Beuth America) and
in Buropean gsuntries frisads and relatives, sucossdsd te centast
them and cbtaln the neosssary doouments (Affldavits of Bupport amd
t:luu't-m“ll].llI as well as the neesssary peralssisa te sater the souniry
in questisn, However te obtaln the required Exit Permits from all
Ocsupatipnal Zones is almost lmpossible.

ip '|'.-I this time, they sould net mave te oev places ef resldenge
for lagk of permission te leavs Qermany.

Fop some reasens unknevn o us, the Lesusnce ef Exit Peraits
to the .'w'z:l.unt.l iy denied or delayed for many meaths. It 1s
sald thal eash peparate cass is sent to Berlin for deolalen,

'I'III'II fov lines give & ploturs of pressat csnditlens ef
ressttlsment, In cur opinien, this sstien is led vitheut proper !
plannimg and against the previsien stressed sut Lo the eenstitutlom

-rthlﬂ. m“mmm
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¥® sur best knewledge thers are TOO0,000 net repatriable D.Fe.
and PR, (with the sxeeption of the Jews). Accerding te the avail-
able statistieal data, 168 of this ameunt are shildren under 16 years
of ags, 65 - sdults frem 21 up to 50 years, and sems 11§ - persens
ever 50 yearys,

Abeut 15§ of this amount sre intellectuals somprising univer-
sity prefegsers, dooters, lavyers, olerks and sther professionals,
A goed partion of intellsetvals, being avare that next futurs will
net glve them the possibility to make a living from his or ber
prafessisn; in the peried of time from the end of the war saquired
soma RoW trades, Bo e have today machanigians, slestrielans, shoe=
makers and ether skilled workers prepared to take & nev trade in &
oev geuntsy,

Pue to undernsurishoent, the masses of D.Ps. are Lo pecr
physisal sondition. Reesntly published artisles im the British
press geafirm this statement, It was reperted that D.Ps. Devly
brought Lote goeat Britain, befors getting rit fer strencecs physisal
cooupatien, Tirst of all had te be preperly fed.

The pelitioal ghangss in Bastern Nureps which caused the im-
priscoment of & large part of intellestuals, sensequent war, Jarman
Oosupatisn and sveatual depertatisn to Oerman Jencentration Campa
as well & ferssd labour in the factoriss of Qsrman var machine
and pressnt life cnder abnermal senditiens, desply reflect sa the
physisal stremgth of D.Ps. populatisn, Oomseguently, fer & moment,
a geod riiom of D.Pa. are not fit for stremuscs bard werk in the
pits of Belglum or in the forests of Canada. The masses of D.Fe,
eught %0 e gredoally returmed te thelr nermal stand. Thess are the
maln reayens Why the semparatively high peresatage of D.Fs. whe
pasawd the preliminary physisal sxaminatisn, must be retorned bask
to Cermany,

A good partion of D.Fe., for a certain transisnt time will b
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uneble te fulfill exbsusting physical work, HNowever, living io ney-
mal surrvundings, they will seon regain thelr lest strength and gat
fit for belng eventually socossafully saployed.

Beslden, it must be born in mind that the inotellsstuals might
not alvays be empleyed as physical labourers., In eur spinien; im
ths couwss of events some of them oould ebtain am sesupatien requiring
more mental capacities than physical strength,

Peassgosmoss ef the pressnt poligy of pespttlement.

If the pressnt pelisy of ressttlasmsnt will sontinuve, fellowing
results Will ipevitably snsueg

1, The larger part of the families of D.Fs. Will be rulned,

2, Depsndents of vorking members aseqnting from 30 § up te
40 ¥ will be doemod to certain and quiek death ln the peerhouses ef .
Germany,

3, The burden of suppert will fall on the sheuldsrs of the
Agopcies teiking care of D.Ps,., ¢r shifted to the Germans respeosible
as thay are for the miseriss of thoss unfortunsts buman belngs.

Ws feol that D,Fs. and P.Re., whe lost thelr homelands, all thelr
sarthly belongiogs and in most cases the frults of thelr labeur
(wspeaislly the aged psople), have suffersd fer the very sime cxades
for which the Western Powers fought and mads se many ssorifioes, and
gonsequantly deserve better treatment than landing in the peorhooses
of Cormamy, The Esstern Fowers, claiming soversignity over the
ceuntries of feormer residsnce, snd pretending te have the jurisdigtlen
ovsr D.Fs. io sbolishing the demscratie rights of fresdem, sutho-
matically lest all rights whatscever over the persens who refuse
to regogoise the introdustion of tetalitarian regime, Thoss povers
ought to be mads responsible for maintenance of D,Fs, Whoss prepertiies
they selsed and unlavfully confissated.

Bussestiens 1a golvink the problem spd our deplderats.
We undepstand that this is & very complicated and diffioult
preblam te solve. We are folly avare that every Gevermment in trylag

|
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to help D,Ps, and P.Re. bas oo mind the interests ef its own osuntyy,
We bave me right to requirs from Belglen, Oanadian or any other
Gevernments te spen the gates for D.Ps. and P.Rs, and grant & per—
missisn %o snter to all sven partly fovalidated D.P. pespulation.

On the other hand, 1% must be admitted that the preseat
precarisus mspest of this problem s a result of ioternational situ=-
ation and that frem the humanitarian standpeint, D,Ps. and P.Re. have
the right te demand the same privileges sscerdsd to svery individual
livieg undsr susploss and pretsstion of free demcoratis Governments ,
Therefere, &8 we think, we have the right to demand frem the soclety
the privileges o be humans and not merely an objeot of negotiation
based sn the prineiples of selfishness.

Tha besy selotion of this preblem would be te ressttls
individual matienalities te seme oeuntries with all thelr sssets asd
liabilivies, But we are constantly reminded that soob prejeat ia st
realisable. Thars is ne geuntry whieh weuld take os as & whole,

Ecowever the ressttlemsnt of familiess oemprising not only the
nearsst members of a family but all dependents of & Werking member,
ineluding parents and miner brethers and sisters of the member, could
be realimed without great imeenvenisncs te the receptive sountry.

In semalusien, we are respeetfully submitting & few suggesticns
in form of sur desiderata, whioh, in our opinien, weuld help to save
the meval imtegrity of D.Ps. and P.Hs. and speed up the solutien
of this preblem,

Desilderata;g

1. 1In order to save the familiss from meral, seolal and
mterial desintegration, this planiess, iohusan and
unprofitable separation of the familiss must be
stopped .,

2. Together vith ths vesettlers, cught te be send te new
places of residence alse a certain nusber sf olergymen
and adeguate intellsstusls whe weuld sasist and gulde
ths ressttlers in thelr religleus and oultursl needs.
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It is alse impsrstive te correct the sxisting ssmditisns

im Belgivm and in ether ccuntries, in creating the
Adsembly Qenters for thess of D.Pe. and P.Re. vhe for
sems ressen canped be empleyed,

§, Te give the pessibility te alresdy resstiled persens
im Burepsan Qeuntries, te ssek better living cenditiens
in sema syerssas osuntries,

5; Te simplify and rush the pregess 1o precuring the
mecessary Exit Permits fer the persens baving
pessibilities te resettls in everssas osuntries by
thelr svm imitistive.

6, Te provide all D,Ps. and P.Rs. vwith ldeatificatien
deguments giving them the pessibility ef free
mayemant and the liberty te [lod fer themsslves &
new homa.

T+ And finally, te socept inte the Administration ef
D.Fo. and F.Ex. a Repressntative sr Repressntatives
from svery natlenality, vhe geuld sdviase the IRD
Administration of the oseds and vishes of D.Ps.
and P.Re. apd supply the Addsinistration with the
nsgessary infermation,

Io submitting those fev remarks te your attentien, we
singerely hope that the planless asotion of ressttlement of D.Pum.
wlll be corrected and the rights of buman beiogs as sutlined
in the famous deguments of lesding wen of Western Hemisphers will
be granted te us,

Augebur g, Auguat 18cth, 1547,
(Judsubergatr. ﬂ}
POLILH (ROTTP TEHAINTAN QROTP
repredunted by reprensnted by
LITHIANIAN OROTP LATVIAN GROUP
represanted by repressated by
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ESTONTAN GROTF
rapreasonted by

CAUCASTAN JROTF
(Nerth Qsucasians,
Amperte jdans
Armaulans
Oserglans)

represanted by

ODBBAMK GEHOUF
reprascoted by

RS TR PO P

WHITE- RUTHENIAN GROUP
represented by

BLOVAKIAN OROTP
reprossnted by:

JUOOBLAVIAN OROUF
repressnted by
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