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TuB UNIVERSITY OF AxRON 
AKRON._ 0810 

Mrs. El•:anor Roosevelt 
The White House 
'lo'ashington, D.C. 

Dear . Mr s . Roos evelt: 

April 9 , 1945 

I s ther e anything I could say , do or wr ite to get you 
t o hel p me pay tribute to a truly benevolent Am~rican musician? 

We , as Amer icans , take so many bene~olcnces for granted . 
l'le poy occasion&l l ip service to our vast cultura l heri t a'ge ''JUt so 
s eld om do we actually make a concentr a ted eff ort to recogni?.e tho"e 
who nurtur e and perpetua t e t his legacy. 

Dr. Fabien Sevit zky , Music nirector and Conduct or of the 
Im1 ian&polis Symphony Orchestra, is complt:?ting twenty year s of 
American orchestr al conduct ing by his appearance as Concluctor or the 
Philadel phia Chamb er String Sin foni etta , Sunday , April 15 , in 
Philadelphi a. IN EVERY CONCERT HE HAS CONDUCTED 1'HESE PAST 'J'/IENTY 
YEJ.RS , Hb HAS INCLUDED AT L!:.AST ONt. COMPOSITIOII OF AN AMERICAN 
COMPOSi:R . No ot her conduc tor in all musical history has a r ecord f or 
such devotion to an i deal. This ideal has been to give every com­
petent American composer a c hance t o be heard . Do you think we should 
let these twenty yec..rs of service go unrecognized? 

My ear nest pl ea is that you empl oy the publ icity channels 

I at your disposal to invest t he Americ~n publi c with this expr ession of 
l oyalty to Amer ican musica l creativity . His ob j ectives have many times 
been unappreciated and even mi sconstrued. Will you take i t upon your­
self to see that he i s rendered a national vote of thanks? 

I am nct; a publicis t or promoter- -! am mer ely an 
academician who , being associated with Dr . Sevitzky in the National 
Composo;r s Clinic , has l earned of hi s tremendous ef fort to est ablish 
the Amer i can com~oser as an ar t i s tic citizen of t he wor ld . 

Will you take the t i me to gr ant thi s reques t ? May I 
{ hear from you? 

ejh 

Yours r espectfully, 

/f,.,V«cL~, 
F."' · 

Bethuel Gross 
Head of the Department of Music 
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